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CALL ON LOCAL TALENTS TO DEVELOP NEW TECHNOLOGY
¥ ¥ ¥ % %

HONG KONG IS SET TO CONTINUALLY GO UP-MARKET 1IN TERMS OF
APPLICATION OF NEW TECHNOLOGY, THE SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND
MANPOWER, MR MICHAEL LEUNG, SAID.

AS SUCH, HE ADDED, HONG KONG MUST OPTIMISE ITS AVAILABLE AND
NEWLY-TRAINED TALENTS TO ENHANCE ITS ABILITY TO ADAPT AND DEVELOP NEW
TECHNOLOGY .

SPEAKING AT THE OPENING OF THE FIRST ANNUAL SCIENCE CONFERENCE
OF THE HONG KONG INSTITUTION OF SCIENCE AT THE CITY POLYTECHNIC THIS
(SATURDAY) MORNING, MR LEUNG SAID A MEANS OF ACHIEVING THIS AIM WAS TO
INCREASE PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR RESEARCH PROJECTS IN THE UNIVERSITY AND
POLYTECHNIC GRANTS COMMITTEE (UPGC)-FUNDED INSTITUTIONS.

"TO ENABLE THIS TO BE DONE MORE EFFECTIVELY, WE SET UP THE
RESEARCH GRANTS COUNCIL IN 1991, UNDER THE AEGIS OF UPGC, TO OVERSEE
AND ADMINISTER THE EARMARKED RESEARCH GRANTS," SAID MR LEUNG.

"THE AMOUNT OF EARMARKED RESEARCH GRANTS ADMINISTERED BY THE
COUNCIL HAS BEEN INCREASED FROM $100 MILLION 1IN 1981792 TO $122
MILLION IN 1992/93.

"ACCORDING TO OUR PLAN, THE PROVISION WILL BE FURTHER INCREASED
TO $180 MILLION BY 1994/95.,"

MR LEUNG NOTED THAT MANY OF THESE RESEARCH PROJECTS WERE
RELATED TO SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENTS.

IN ADDITION TO SUCH DIRECT FUNDING SUPPORT FOR RESEARCH, THE
GOVERNMENT HAS ALSO BEEN ENCOURAGING THE TERTIARY INSTITUTIONS TO
SPEND ABOUT TWO PER CENT OF THEIR BLOCK GRANTS ON IMPROVING THEIR
RESEARCH INFRASTRUCTURE.

THESE ENHANCEMENTS HELP CONSOLIDATE THE RESEARCH FOUNDATION AS
WELL AS STIMULATE A MORE ACTIVE APPROACH TOWARDS RESEARCH STUDIES
WITHIN THE INSTITUTIONS.

APART FROM FINANCIAL SUPPORT, MR LEUNG SAID, THE GOVERNMENT HAD
FURTHER ENCOURAGED THE INSTITUTIONS TO TRAIN MORE POSTGRADUATES BOTH
TO CATER FOR THE NEEDS OF THE LOCAL BUSINESS AND INDUSTRIAL SECTORS
AND TO BUILD UP A LARGER POOL OF LOCAL ACADEMIC TALENTS 'TO WORK FOR
THE INSTITUTIONS.

IN 1992/93, THE SEVEN UPGC-FUNDED INSTITUTIONS HAVE PROVIDED
3,273 FULL-TIME-EQUIVALENT TAUGHT POSTGRADUATES PLACES AND 1,713 FULL-
TIME-EQUIVALENT RESEARCH POSTGRADUATE PLACES.

BY 1994/95, THE PROVISIONS WILL BE INCREASED BY 29 PER CENT AND
60 PER CENT RESPECTIVELY.

MANY OF THESE NEW PLACES ARE EXPECTED TO BE OFFERED IN THE
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY RELATED DISCIPLINES WHERE THERE HAS BEEN VERY
STRONG DEMAND.,

/MR LEUNG
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MR LEUNG ALSO ATTRIBUTED HONG KONG'S ECONOMIC SUCCESS IN THE
PAST THREE DECADES TO THE DEDICATION AND HARDWORK OF ALL PARTIES
INVOLVED, INCLUDING THE SCIENCE COMMUNITY WHICH HAD RENDERED MAJOR
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE LOCAL ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT.

AT PRESENT, THERE ARE NO LESS THAN 120,000 TRAINED SCIENCE
WORKERS, BOTH AT THE PROFESSIONAL AND TECHNICAL LEVELS, WORKING 1IN
JOBS RELATED TO SCIENTIFIC WORK.

AN EARLIER MANPOWER PROJECTION SHOWS THAT LOCAL DEMAND FOR
PROFESSIONAL, MANAGERIAL AND TECHNICAL WORKERS WILL INCREASE BY 23 PER
CENT BETWEEN 1990 AND 1996.

THERE WILL BE A FURTHER INCREASE OF 12 PER CENT BETWEEN 1996
AND 2001.

"GIVEN THE VIGOUR OF OUR ECONOMY AND THE GROWTH RATE OF
CHINA'S, THESE FIGURES ARE LIKELY TO BE CONSERVATIVE," SAID MR LEUNG.

"NOT ALL OF THESE ADDITIONAL DEMANDS WILL BE FOR SCIENCE
WORKERS, BUT A SUBSTANTIAL PROPORTION OF THEM ARE EXPECTED TO BE IN
APPLIED SCIENCE AND RELATED FIELDS GIVEN THE STRONG MARKET DEMAND FOR
SUCH GRADUATES."

IN FACT, FORESEEING THIS TREND BACK IN THE 19808, THE
GOVERNMENT HAS TAKEN TWO MAJOR INITIATIVES TO MEET THE SURGE IN DEMAND
- TO BUILD A THIRD UNIVERSITY DEDICATED TO THE STUDY OF SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY, AND TO ACCELERATE THE EXPANSION OF TERTIARY EDUCATION.

MR LEUNG SAID THE HONG KONG UNIVERSITY OF BSCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY BEGAN ITS FIRST INTAKE IN 1991, THREE YEARS EARLIER THAN
ORIGINALLY SCHEDULED; WHILE THE TARGET OF PROVIDING 14,500 FIRST-YEAR
FIRST-DEGREE PLACES BY 1994/95, FOR 18 PER CENT OF THE POPULATION 1IN
THE RELEVANT AGE GROUP WAS VERY MUCH ON TRACK.

LOOKING AHEAD, MR LEUNG BELIEVED THAT WITH THE ENVISAGED RAPID
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN CHINA AND THE ASIA PACIFIC REGION, HONG KONG
SCIENCE WORKERS WOULD SURELY FIND NEW OPPORTUNITIES AND NEW SCOPE TO
DEVELOP THEIR TALENTS AND APPLY THEIR EXPERTISE.

"SUCH A VISION IS AS EXCITING AS IT IS CHALLENGING," HE SAID.

"IT IS NOT ROUND THE CORNER NOR IN THE DISTANT HORIZON,. IT IS,
I BELIEVE, ALREADY HERE.

"THAT IS WHY THE FORMATION OF THE HONG KONG INSTITUTION OF
SCIENCE IS BOTH TIMELY AND WELCOME," HE ADDED.

L e Y e
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LABOUR DEPARTMENT SETS UP NEW OFFICE
¥ X ¥ x %

THE LABOUR DEPARTMENT HAS SET UP A NEW "BUILDING AND
ENGINEERING CONSTRUCTION/NEW AIRPORT AND RAILWAYS OFFICE" UNDER 1ITS
FACTORY INSPECTORATE DIVISION ON JUNE 1.

THE NEW OFFICE HANDLES MATTERS RELATING TO THE SAFETY, HEALTH
AND WELFARE OF WORKERS ON CONSTRUCTION SITES AND RAILWAY WORK 1IN
CONNECTION WITH THE NEW AIRPORT AND RELATED PROJECTS,

IT IS LOCATED ON THE FIFTH FLOOR, TSUEN WAN GOVERNMENT OFFICES,
38 SAI LAU KOK ROAD IN TSUEN WAN. ENQUIRIES CAN BE MADE ON 417 6210.

S i e D e

REPORT NEEDED FROM MEDICAL LAB, OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY FIRMS
X ¥ X X % x

COMPANIES REGISTERED UNDER THE COMPANIES ORDINANCE CARRYING ON
THE BUSINESS OF MEDICAL LABORATORY TECHNOLOGY OR OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY
ARE REQUIRED TO REPORT PARTICULARS OF THEIR STAFF TO THE RELEVANT
STATUTORY BOARD WITHIN 14 DAYS AFTER JULY 1 EACH YEAR.

THE REQUIREMENT IS SET OUT UNDER SECTION 20(3) OF THE
SUPPLEMENTARY MEDICAL PROFESSIONS ORDINANCE.

THE INFORMATION SHOULD BE SUBMITTED IN THE PRESCRIBED REPORT
FORM. THESE FORMS ARE AVAILABLE FROM THE SECRETARIAT OF THE MEDICAL
LABORATORY TECHNOLOGISTS BOARD AND THE OCCUPATIONAL THERAPISTS BOARD
ON THE SIXTH FLOOR OF SUNNING PLAZA, 10 HYSAN AVENUE, CAUSEWAY BAY.

ENQUIRIES SHOULD BE MADE ON TEL 890 0843 AND 890 0514,
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CHANGING SHAPE OF WEST KOWLOON
Xk ¥ ¥ %

WEST KOWLOON IS QUICKLY ASSUMING A NEW SHAPE AS THE LARGE
RECLAMATION, PART OF THE AIRPORT CORE PROGRAMME (ACP), EXTENDS THE
WATERFRONT FROM YAU MA TEI TO LAI CHI KOK.

THE WEST KOWLOON RECLAMATION, NOW 40 PER CENT COMPLETE, WILL
BENEFIT RESIDENTS IN THE NEARBY DENSELY POPULATED AREAS BY PROVIDING
AN IMPROVED LIVING ENVIRONMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT.

RECLAMATION WORK BEGAN 1IN 1990 AND IS SCHEDULED TO BE
COMPLETED BY MID-1997. A TOTAL OF EIGHT ENGINEERING CONTRACTS
TOTALLING ABOUT $6.9 BILLION HAVE BEEN AWARDED SO FAR.

AS A KEY COMPONENT IN THE ACP, IT WILL ALSO PROVIDE LAND ON
WHICH TO BUILD THE WEST KOWLOON EXPRESSWAY, THE TOLL PLAZA OF THE
WESTERN HARBOUR CROSSING AND THE AIRPORT RAILWAY.

"THE RECLAMATION IS ALSO NEEDED FOR PORT BACK-UP AND CONTAINER
HANDLING FACILITIES AS RECOMMENDED 1IN THE PORT AND AIRPORT
DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY," PLANNING DEPARTMENT'S DISTRICT PLANNING
OFFICER (KOWLOON), MR RAYMOND CHIU, SAID.

"A NUMBER OF WATERFRONT FACILITIES AFFECTED BY THE RECLAMATION .
WILL BE REPROVISIONED. ONE OF THE BENEFITS OF REPROVISIONING, FOR
EXAMPLE, IS THAT THE NEW CHEUNG SHA WAN WHOLESALE MARKET ON THE
RECLAIMED LAND WILL BRING TOGETHER SIX WHOLESALE MARKETS NOW
SCATTERED IN DIFFERENT AREAS," MR CHIU SAID.

"THE SITES OF THESE MARKETS CAN THEN BE RELEASED FOR URBAN
REDEVELOPMENT, AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS ASSOCIATED WITH THE MARKETS
WILL BE RESOLVED," HE ADDED.

PART OF THE 334 HECTARES OF LAND BEING RECLAIMED ON THE
WATERFRONT WILL BE USED FOR RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT.

"PROVISIONS WILL BE MADE IN THE SOUTH FOR OFFICE AND HOTEL
DEVELOPMENTS TO RELIEVE PRESSURE FROM THE CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT.
THE NORTH WILL BE MAINLY INDUSTRIAL, WITH MEDIUM-DENSITY AND HI-TECH
INDUSTRIES," MR CHIU SAID.

MILESTONES IN PROGRESS TO DATE INCLUDE THE OPENING OF THE NEW
YAU MA TEI TYPHOON SHELTER LAST OCTOBER AND THE RECENT COMPLETION OF
THE SUPERSTRUCTURE FOR THE CHEUNG SHA WAN WHOLESALE MARKET. THIS
BUILDING, MORE THAN 400 METRES LONG, IS TO OPEN IN SEPTEMBER.

THE WEST KOWLOON RECLAMATION WILL PROVIDE NEW HOUSING FOR SOME
91,000 PEOPLE. AND THE DEVELOPMENT WILL ALSO BENEFIT THE HINTERLAND
BY THINNING OUT THE POPULATION THERE.

"IT WILL MEET SHORTFALLS IN OPEN SPACE AND GOVERNMENT ,
INSTITUTIONAL AND COMMUNITY FACILITIES," MR CHTU SAID.

"IN PLANNING THE LAND USE IN THE RECLAMATION AREA, WE AIM TO

ADHERE TO STANDARDS SET FOR THE NEW TOWNS, WHICH MEANS THAT MORE OPEN
SPACE WILL BE PROVIDED," MR CHIU SAID.

/"MUCH EMPHASIS ..... o
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"MUCH EMPHASIS HAS ALSO BEEN GIVEN TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASPECT.
URBAN DESIGN GUIDELINES WILL BE GIVEN TO PRIVATE DEVELOPERS THROUGH
LAND SALES PROGRAMMES TO ENSURE THAT PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL
STANDARDS ARE MET.

"THIS IS ONE OF THE WAYS TO ENSURE THAT THE NEW DEVELOPMENTS
BLEND HARMONIOUSLY WITH THE ENVIRONMENT.

"LANDSCAPING IS ANOTHER IMPORTANT ELEMENT IN MODERN TOWN
PLANNING. A MASTER LANDSCAPE PLAN HAS BEEN PREPARED FOR WEST KOWLOON
RECLAMATION AND EFFORTS WILL BE MADE, FOR INSTANCE, TO CREATE
LANDMARKS, FORM ’GREENWAYS’, CONNECT ADJACENT LANDSCAPE FEATURES AND
ESTABLISH A DISTINCT CHARACTER FOR THE RECLAMATION," HE SAID.

MR CHIU SAID TOWN PLANNERS HAD TO BE ALERT TO THE LATEST
[INFORMATION TECHNOLOGIES IN ORDER TO SHARPEN THEIR FORECASTING AND
DESIGN TECHNIQUES, WHICH PLAYED AN IMPORTANT PART IN THE PLANNING
PROCESS .

"WE HAVE TO BE MORE RECEPTIVE TO NEW URBAN DESIGN CONCEPTS AND
INSTITUTIONAL METHODS TO MEET THE NEEDS OF A MODERN SOCIETY. IDEAS
SUCH AS A 'FESTIVAL MARKET PLACE' AND A ’BUSINESS PARK' ARE BEING
CONSIDERED FOR WEST KOWLOON RECLAMATION," HE SAID.

MBS AT ) IR

APPLY TRAVEL DOCUMENTS EARLY TO AVOID HOLIDAY RUSH
¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ X

ANYONE INTENDING TO TRAVEL ABROAD DURING THE SUMMER HOLIDAYS
SHOULD APPLY FOR TRAVEL DOCUMENTS AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE.

A SPOKESMAN FOR THE IMMIGRATION DEPARTMENT SAID TODAY (SUNDAY)
THAT THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE TRAVELLING OUTSIDE HONG KONG WOULD BE
GREATLY INCREASED DURING THIS TIME OF THE YEAR.

IN ORDER TO AVOID LAST-MINUTE RUSH, PEOPLE ARE ADVISED  TO
APPLY FOR PASSPORTS AND CERTIFICATES OF IDENTITY WELL IN ADVANCE OF
THE DATE ON WHICH THEY INTEND TO TRAVEL, THE SPOKESMAN SAID.

"FOR FIRST-TIME APPLICATIONS, THE DEPARTMENT NOW TAKES 20
WORKING DAYS (THAT IS, ABOUT FOUR TO FIVE WEEKS) TO ISSUE A HONG KONG
BRITISH PASSPORT.

"FOR REPLACEMENT APPLICATIONS, 10 WORKING DAYS ARE REQUIRED IF
THE APPLICATION IS SUBMITTED AT OUR HEADQUARTERS AND 15 WORKING DAYS
[F IT IS SUBMITTED AT THE IMMIGRATION BRANCH OFFICES.

"FOR HONG KONG CERTIFICATES OF IDENTITY, 10 WORKING DAYS ARE
REQUIRED IF THE APPLICATION IS SUBMITTED AT THE HEADQUARTERS AND 15
WORKING DAYS IF SUBMITTED AT THE IMMIGRATION BRANCH OFFICES," THE
SPOKESMAN SAID.

THE PROCESSING TIME [S THE SAME FOR BOTH FIRST-TIME AND
REPLACEMENT APPLICATIONS.
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AS AN IMPROVEMENT OF SERVICE TO THE PUBLIC, THE DEPARTMENT HAS
SINCE MID-1992 STARTED TO ACCEPT APPLICATIONS FOR HONG KONG BRITISH
DEPENDENT TERRITORIES CITIZEN PASSPORTS, BRITISH NATIONAL (OVERSEAS)
PASSPORTS AND HONG KONG CERTIFICATES OF IDENTITY BY POST.

UNDER THE NEW ARRANGEMENTS, THE APPLICANT'S PERSONAL ATTENDANCE
TO SUBMIT APPLICATION IS NO LONGER REQUIRED.

APPLICATIONS MAY EITHER BE SENT TO THE IMMIGRATION DEPARTMENT
BY POST OR DEPOSITED INTO THE DROP-IN BOXES INSTALLED AT THE
IMMIGRATION HEADQUARTERS OR AT ANY IMMIGRATION BRANCH OFFICES.

THE PROCESSING TIME REQUIRED IS THE SAME AS SUBMITTING THE
APPLICATION IN PERSON.

INFORMATION LEAFLETS ON APPLICATION PROCEDURES AND DOCUMENTS
REQUIRED ARE ISSUED TOGETHER WITH APPLICATION FORMS WHICH ARE
AVAILABLE AT ALL IMMIGRATION OFFICES, DISTRICT OFFICES AND DESIGNATED
POST OFFICES. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ALSO TELEPHONE 824 6111 FOR
DETAILS.

"RE-ENTRY PERMITS AND DOCUMENTS OF IDENTITY FOR VISA PURPOSES
ARE NORMALLY ISSUED ON THE SAME DAY BUT DELAY IS LIKELY IF THERE ARE
MANY APPLICANTS COMING AT THE SAME TIME, FOR EXAMPLE, ON SATURDAY IN-
WHICH WE COULD ONLY PROVIDE A LIMITED SERVICE WITH HALF STRENGTH, "

THE SPOKESMAN SAID.

"THE PERIOD BEFORE THE SUMMER HOLIDAYS IS ONE OF THE BUSIEST
TIME OF THE YEAR. BY APPLYING EARLY, IT WILL NOT ONLY SPREAD THE
WORKLOAD OF THE DEPARTMENT BUT WILL ALSO GIVE APPLICANTS EXTRA TIME
TO MEET ANY FURTHER VISA PROCESSING REQUIREMENTS WHERE NECESSARY,"
HE ADDED.
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46 NEW BUILDING PLANS APPROVED IN APRIL
¥ X r X x

THE BUILDINGS ORDINANCE OFFICE (BOO) OF THE BUILDINGS AND
LANDS DEPARTMENT APPROVED 46 NEW BUILDING PLANS IN APRIL.

OF THESE, 16 WERE FOR HONG KONG, 18 FOR KOWLOON AND 12 FOR THE
NEW TERRITORIES.

THE APPROVED PLANS INCLUDED 22 FOR APARTMENT ,
APARTMENT/COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENTS, 13 FOR COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENTS AND
SEVEN FOR FACTORY AND INDUSTRIAL PURPOSES.

DURING THE MONTH, THE OFFICE GAVE CONSENT FOR WORK TO START ON
36 PROJECTS, INVOLVING 65,117 SQUARE METRES OF USABLE DOMESTIC FLOOR
AREA AND 111,687 SQUARE METRES OF USABLE NON-DOMESTIC FLOOR AREA.

THE TOTAL DECLARED COST OF NEW BUILDINGS COMPLETED DURING THE
MONTH WAS ABOUT %$2,129 MILLION.

JUSABLE FLOOR
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USABLE FLOOR AREAS OF THESE BUILDINGS FOR DOMESTIC AND
NON-DOMESTIC USES WERE ABOUT 35,260 SQUARE METRES AND ABOUT 190,258
SQUARE METRES RESPECTIVELY.

IN THE MONTH, THE OFFICE ISSUED 30 OCCUPATION PERMITS - 10 FOR
HONG KONG ISLAND, ONE FOR KOWLOON, AND 19 FOR THE NEW TERRITORIES.

IN ADDITION, 53 DEMOLITION CONSENTS INVOLVING 125 BUILDINGS
WERE ISSUED.

THE OFFICE'S CONTROL AND ENFORCEMENT DIVISION RECEIVED 676
COMPLAINTS OF UNAUTHORISED BUILDING WORKS, CARRIED ouT 1,249
INSPECTIONS AND ISSUED 447 REMOVAL ORDERS IN RESPECT OF UNAUTHORISED
BUILDING WORKS.

THE DANGEROUS BUILDINGS SECTION OF BOO INSPECTED 753 BUILDINGS
BUT NO EMERGENCY CLOSURES WERE REQUIRED.






