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REPORT OF WORKING PARTY ON ELECTRIFICATION OF
SQUATTER AREAS PUBL ISHED
x X X X %

THE FLAN WORKED OUT FOR THE PILOT ELECTRIF ICATION SCHEME OF
SQUATTER VILLAGES IN KOWLOON HAS NOW BECOME THE BLUEPRINT
T‘Eigglﬂégg A SAFE AND PROPER SUPPLY OF ELECTRICITY TO OTHER

ATTER A S

IN_ITS REPORT PUBL ISHED TODAY (SUNDAY), THE WORKING PARTY
ON CLECTRIFICATION OF SQUATTER AREAS SAYS THE PLAN HAS BEEN
ADOPTED AS THE BASIS FOR SIMILAR SCHEMES IN TAI PO, SHAM SHUI PO
AND KOWLOON CITY. OTHER AREAS ARE ALSO BEING CONSIDERED AS WELL.

PROBLEMS WHICH SEEMED INSURMOUNTABLE A YEAR AGO HAVE BEEN
OVERCOME AND THE REPORT DETAILS HOW THESE WERE DEALT WITH AND
THE COMPROMISES REACHED TO THE SATISFACTION OF ALL PARTIES
CONCERNED.

ALTHOUGH MOST SQUATTER AREAS HAD SOME KIND OF ELECTRICITY
SUPPLY, IT WAS ON AN ILLEGAL BASIS AND AT AN EXORBITANT COST
TO CONSUMERS AND LEAVING MUCH TO BE DESIRED IN THE WAY OF
EFFICIENCY AND SAFETY STANDARDS.

IN SOME ARcAS, THE TWO POWER COMPANIES SUPPL IED THE MORE
SUBSTANT IAL STRUCTURES, THAT 1S, THOSE BUILT OF STONE OR CONCRETE
LEAVING THE LESS SUBSTANTIAL STRUCTURES WITHOUT SUPPLY. THE LATTER
IN TURN ILLEGALLY TAPPED ELECTRICITY FROM THOSE WITH A LEGAL
SUPPLY OR OBTAINED A SUPPLY FROM PRIVATELY OWNED GENERATORS
WHICH DID NOT COMPLY WITH SAFETY REGULATIONS AND WHICH PRESENTED
GRAVE FIRE HAZARDS.

THE PLAN DEVISED IS A FOOLPROOF ONE IN THAT IT REMOVES THE
SCOPE FOR UNMETERED THEFT OF ELECTRICITY= KEEPS SERVICE WIRES TO
A MINIMUM= ALLOWS ELECTRICITY TO BE SUPPLIED TO SQUATTER HUTS
OF LOW CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS IN DENSELY PACKED AREAS AND PERMITS
DISCONNECTION OF SUPPLY IN THE EVENT OF FIRE, LANDSLIPS OR FLOOD ING.

THE RECOMMENDATIONS SET OUT IN THE REPORT, WHICH ALSO
INCLUDES TECHNICAL DETAILS AND DRAWINGS OF THE DISTRIBUTION
SYSTEM, CAN BE USED AS A GUILDELINE FOR SIMILAR PRQJECTS IN OTHER

. SQUATTER AREAS RFrAlSE NF THF SIMILARITY IN ENVIRONMENT.
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SOME OF THE 11-POINT RECOMMENDATIONS COVER CRIMINAL LIABILITY
ON THE PART OF THE SUPPLYING COMPANY= PROTECTION FOR THE COMPANY
AGA INST ILLEGAL TAPPING OF ELECTRICITY= THE MINIMUM STRUCTURAL
STANDARDS TO BE COMPLIED WITH BY HOUSEHOLDERS= PROTECTION OF THE
CONSUMERS INSTALLATIONS FROM OVERLOADING AND THE RESPECTIVE
RESPONSIBILITIES IN REGARD TO THE MAINTENANCE OF THE MAINS
SUPPLY AND ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS.

OTHERS DEAL WITH COSTS TO THE COMPANY AND CONSUMERS= THE
APPOINTMENT OF CONTRACTORS= THE PROBLEM OF PRIVATE GENERATORS=
FIRE PREVENTION= CO-ORDINATION OF FUTURE ELECTRIFICATION SCHEMES
AND THE ORGANISATION OF VILLAGERS FOR ACTIVE AND EFFECTIVE

PARTICIPATION.

THE REPORT STATES THAT THE WORKING PARTY WAS IN THE UNIQUE
AND HAPPY POSITION OF HAVING HAD ALL ITS RECOMMENDATIONS
CONS IDERED, ACCEPTED AND [MPLEMENTED IMMEDIATELY AFTER EACH OF
THEM WAS PUT FORWARD.

THIS WAS BECAUSE THE WORKING PARTY HAD THE FULL SUPPORT
AND BACKING FROM BOTH TOP LEVEL GOVERNMENT OFF ICIALS AND THE BOARD
OF CHINA LIGHT AND POWER COMPANY. THE WORKING PARTY WAS ALSO
GRATEFUL TO THE CITY DISTRICT OFFICER, THE MUTUAL AID COMMITTEE,
THE ROYAL HONG KONG POLICE FORCE, THE ROYAL AIR FORCE AND THE

LEGAL DEPARTMENT. -

THE AMENDMENTS TO THE ELECTRICITY SUPPLY ORDINANCE AND
REGULATIONS WHICH WERE RECOMMENDED BY THE WORKING PARTY TO THE
GOVERNMENT WERE APPROVED BY THE LEGISLATURE IN JUNE AND JULY

THIS YEAR.

IN THE PILOT PROJECT, TWO VILLAGES HAVE SC FAR BEEN PROVIDED
WITH ELECTRICITY WHILE A THIRD IS EXPECTED TO HAVE ITS SUPPLY
SOMETIME THIS MONTH. THE OTHERS WILL GET THEIR ELECTRICITY SUPPLY

BY THE END OF THE YEAR.
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ILLEGAL STRUCTURE CLEAN=-UP IN TSUEN WAN
¥ ¥ % % X X

A CAMPAIGN TO CLEAR TSUEN WAN OF THE ILLEGAL OCCUPATION OF
CROWN LAND RANGING FROM WALL STALLS TO LARGE FACTORIES IS GIVING
THE GROWING NEW TOWN AN ENVIRONMENTAL FACE-LIFT.

THE DRIVE STARTED IN EARNEST JUST OVER TWO YEARS AGO WITH THE
ESTABL ISHMENT OF A CROWN LAND CONTROL UNIT WITHIN THE TSUEN WAN
DISTRICT OFF ICE.

THE UNIT’S BRIEF WAS SIMPLE: TO RID THE SATELLITE TOWN OF
HUNDREDS OF ILLEGAL STRUCTURES WHICH HAD NOT ONLY BECOME
AN EYESORE BUT WERE CREATING INTOLERABLE OBSTRUCTIONS.

THE UNIT IN ITS SHORT EXISTENCE HAS “LAUNCHED A SERIES OF
PROSECUTIONS AND HAS CARRIED OUT SCORES OF CLEARANCES AND NOW
HAS THE PROBLEM LARGELY UNDER CONTROL, ACCORDING TO TSUEN WAN’S
ASSISTANT DISTRICT OFF ICER (CONSERVATION), MR. A.D. MALIG.

+THE ILLEGAL USE OF CROWN LAND WAS ALMOST OUT OF HAND, BUT
THERE HAS BEEN A GREAT IMPROVEMENT SINCE THE CROWN LAND CONTROL
UNIT SWUNG INTO ACTION,+ MR, MALIG SAID TODAY.

+SOME SIDE LANES AND ALLEYWAYS HAD VIRTUALLY BEEN *OCCUPIED’,
PEDESTRIANS AND VEHICULAR TRAFFIC WERE BEING OBSTRUCTED AT VARIOUS
PLACES AND FACTORIES WERE SPRINGING UP OVERN1GHT ON LAND WHICH THE
GOVERNMENT HAD SET ASIDE FOR FUTURE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, SUCH
AS THE BUILDING OF PARKS AND PLAYGROUNDS.

+WE HAVEN’T SOLVED THE PROBLEM YET, BUT WE HOPE THAT WITHIN
A YEAR THIS TYPE OF OFFENCE WILL BE JUST ABOUT NON-EXISTENT IN
TSUEN WAN.+

SINCE THE UNIT WAS SET UP IN SEPTEMBER 1974, A TOTAL OF 345
OFFENDERS HAVE BEEN PROSECUTED AND CONVICTED UNDER THE CROWN LAND
ORD INANCE FOR ILLEGALLY OCCUPYING CROWN LAND. THE ORD INANCE
aéﬁﬁlES A MAXIMUM PENALTY OF $10,000 FINE AND SIX MONTHS IMPRISON-

ONLY LAST MONTH IN TSUEN WAN COURT, MAGISTRATE MR. ANTHONY
WANE SENT A MAN TO JAIL FOR SIX MONTHS AFTER HE HAD REFUSED
TO COMPLY WITH A COURT CONDITION THAT HE CLEAR ABOUT 5,000 SQUARE
FEET OF LAND HE WAS ILLEGALLY USING TO RAISE POULTRY AND PIGS.

A FEW DAYS LATER, ANOTHER MAN WAS GIVEN A SIX=MONTH JAIL
TERM SUSPENDED FOR 18 MONTHS ON CONDITION THAT HE CLEAR
ILLEGALLY-OCCUP |IED CROWN LAND WITHIN 14 DAYS., THE MAN’S ILLEGAL
STRUCTURE HAD BEEN DEMOL ISHEDR 22 TIMES PREVIOUSLY BY THE SQUATTER
ESE;&O%IHEIT OF THE HOUSING DEPARTMENT BUT HAD BEEN REBUILT
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UP TO NOW, SAID MR. MALIG, 37 OFFENDERS HAD BEEN GIVEN
SUSPENDED SIX-MONTH JAIL TERMS WHILE ANOTHER 14 OFFENDERS HAD
BEEN JAILED FOR TERMS RANGING FOR ONE TO THREE MONTHS.

+FINES IMPOSED IN THE 'LAST TWO YEARS TOTAL $239,290,+ HE
ADDED, +IN JUNE AND JULY ALONE, THE FINES IN THESE ILLEGAL OCCUP IER
CASES AMOUNTED TO $32,950 AND WE STILL HAVE 267 CASES TO COME
BEFORE THE COURT.+

MR. MALIG SAID THAT APART FROM PROSECUTIONS, THE UNIT HAD
ALSO CARRIED OUT 1,102 ILLEGAL OCCUPATIONS CLEARANCES [N THE LAST
TWO YEARS.

THEY ARE CARRIED OUT BY THE CLEARANCE AND JOINT ACTION
SECTIONS OF THE UNIT. +THE JOINT ACTION SECTION PLAYS A VITAL
ROLE BECAUSE IT LIAISES WITH AND CO-ORD INATES THE VARIOUS
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS INVOLVED,+ HE SAID.

+THESE ARE THE POLICE, WHO ARE ON HAND TO MAINTAIN ORDER,
THE HOUS ING DEPARTMENT, WHICH HANDLES THE PHYSICAL SIDE OF THE
CLEARANCES, THE URBAN SERVICES DEPARTMENT, WHICH LOOKS AFTER
THE CLEAN-UP SIDE, AND IN SOME CASES, THE HIGHWAYS OFF ICE OF THE
PUBL IC WORKS DEPARTMENT WHICH CARRIES OUT SUCH TASKS AS
RESURRECTING AND REPAIRING CLEARED THORQUGHFARES , +-

MR. MALIG SAID: +AS A RULE, THE CLEARANCES @O FAIRLY SMOOTHLY,
BECAUSE OVER THE LAST COUPLE OF YEARS THE ILLEGAL OCCUPIERS HAVE
BEEN MADE AWARE THAT THEY CANNOT EXPECT TO SET UP SHOP ON LAND THAT
DOES NOT BELONG TO THEM,

+WE HAVE DONE A NUMBER OF CLEARANCES AFTER RECEIVING COMPLAINTS
FROM LOCAL RESIDENTS ABOUT ILLEGAL OCCUPATIONS SPOILING THE
ENVIRONMENT,

+HOWEVER, WHEN WE COME ACROSS GENUINE HARDSHIP CASES, WE HELP
THEM BY SENDING THEM TO THE GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT THAT MAY
BE ABLE TO HELP THEM ON COMPASS IONATE GROUNDS.

+WE STILL HAVE A LONG WAY TO G0, BUT ALREADY THE LOCAL
COMMUNITY HAS BEEN ABLE TO SEE THAT THE REMOVAL OF THESE UNLAWFUL
OCCUPATIONS HAS MADE TSUEN WAN A BETTER PLACE IN WHICH TO LIVE
FROM AN ENVIRONMENTAL POINT OF VIEW,

+1T WILL BE EVEN BETTER ONCE THE PROBLEM IS ELIMINATED
COMPLETELY.+
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POLICE STATION FOR SHEUNG KWA| CHUNG
% % % X % % ¥

A NEW SUB-DIVISIONAL POLICE STATION IS TO BE BUILT AT SHEUNG
KWAIl CHUNG IN THE NEW TERRITORIES SHORTLY.

THE STATION FORMS PART OF THE TSUEN WAN NEW TOWN DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAMME AND WILL OCCUPY A SITE OF ABOUT 5,850 SQUARE METRES AT
WO Y| HOP ROAD, JUST NEXT TO THE NEW SUB-DIVISIONAL FIRE STATION
AND AMBULANCE DEPOT WHICH IS NOW UNDER CONSTRUCTION.

MR. K.,M, TSENG, CHIEF ARCHITECT OF THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT,
SAID TODAY CONSTRUCTION WOULD BEGIN IN DECEMBER AND THE STATION
WAS EXPECTED TO BE READY BY JUNE 1978.

THE STATION WOULD PROVIDE POLICE SERVICES FOR THE SHEUNG
KWA| CHUNG AREA WHICH IS NOW BEING DEVELOPED INTO INDUSTRIAL AND
RES IDENTIAL AREA.

MR. TSENG SAID THE NEW STATION WOULD BE OF THE STANDARD
DESIGN COMPRISING A TEN=-STOREY BUILDING AND A VEHICLE POUND
OF THREE STOREYS.

HE SAID THE STATION BUILDING WOULD HOUSE NORMAL POLICE
OPERATIONAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE OFF ICES, BARRACKS, CANTEEN,
RECREATIONAL ROOMS AND MARRIED QU&RTERS WHILE THE VEHICLE POUND

WOULD PROVIDE PARKING FACILITIES FOR ABOUT ONE HUNDRED VEHICLES.

MEANWHILE, THE P.W.D, 1S ALSO INVITING TENDERS FOR
IMPROVEMENTS TO FOUR POLICE MARRIED QUARTERS =— HOLLYWOOD ROAD
QUARTERS, WESTERN POLICE STATION QUARTERS, ARSENAL STREET QUARTERS
AND CANTON ROAD POLICE STATION QUARTERS.

THE WORK WILL MAINLY INVOLVE GENERAL IMPROVEMENTS,
ADD ITIONAL PRIVATE WASHING FACILITIES WITHIN THE VERANDAH AREAS
AND CONVERSION OF THE EXISTING COMMUNAL TOILETS INTO LAUNDRIES

AND PLAY AREAS.

OTHER IMPROVEMENTS INCLUDE THE COMPLETE REWIRING OF
INDIVIDUAL UNITS, REPLACEMENT OF THE DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM AND
PROVIDING A POWER SOCKET FOR A ROOM COOLER AND COMMUNAL AERIAL

SYSTEM IN EACH UNIT,

WORK ON THE IMPROVEMENTS WILL BEGIN IN NOVEMBER AND SHOULD
BE COMPLETED IN APRIL NEXT YEAR.
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REGISTRATION TEAM TO OPERATE AT KAM TIN
® % X % X% %

THE COMMISS IONER OF REGISTRATION ANNOUNCED TODAY THAT A TEAM
FROM THE REGISTRATION OF PERSONS DEPARTMENT WILL CONDUCT
REGISTRATIONS AT THE KAM TIN RURAL COMMITTEE FOR RESIDENTS AND
PEOPLE LIVING NEARBY.

THE TEAM WILL BE THERE FOR FIVE DAYS FROM OCTOBER 18 --22.

THE VISIT IS TO ENABLE PARENTS OR GUARDIANS TO REGISTER THEIR
CHILDREN OR WARDS OF 11 YEARS OF AGE FOR JUVENILE IDENTITY CARDS
AND HOLDERS OF JUVENILE IDENTITY CARDS TO REGISTER FOR ADULT
IDENTITY CARDS ON REACHING 18 YEARS OF AGE.

ALL PEOPLE LIVING IN THIS AREA ARE REMINDED OF THEIR
RESPONSIBILITY TO REGISTER THEMSELVES AND THEIR CHILDREN FOR
IDENTITY CARDS AND TO REPORT CHANGES OF EMPLOYMENT OR RESIDENTIAL
ADDRESSES, MARITAL STATUS, OR ANY OTHER PARTICULARS WHICH HAVE
CHANGED SINCE REGISTERING FOR THEIR IDENTITY CARDS.

REGISTRATIONS WILL BE CONDUCTED BETWEEN 9.30 A.M. AND 4.30 P.M.
DAILY.
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