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NEW BUILDING PLAN PROCESSING TIME REDUCED
¥ % % % % %

THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT HAS SUCCEEDED IN SLASHING THE
TIME REQUIRED FOR PROCESSING NEW BUILDING PLANS TO SIXTY DAYS
OR LESS, UNDER A NEW STREAML INED SYSTEM INTRODUCED LAST

OCTOBER.

AND THE HEAD OF THE P.W.D.’S BUILDINGS ORDINANCE OFF ICE,
MR. E.T. KENNARD SAID THIS EVENING THAT FEW, IF ANY, COUNTRIES
IN THE WORLD COULD BETTER THIS,

ADDRESSING A DINNER MEETING OF THE SOUTH KOWLOON L IONS
CLUB, HE SAID THE CHANGE HAD BEEN QUITE A RADICAL ONE AND HAD
NOT BEEN WITHOUT ITS PROBLEMS.

+BUT | CAN SAY THAT AFTER SIX MONTHS EXPERIENCE AND A NUMBER
OF REF INEMENTS TO THE SYSTEM THE PROCESSING OF PLANS IS NOW
QUICKER AND MORE EFFICIENT,+ HE SAID.

UNDER THE NEW CENTRAL ISED SYSTEM, ALL GOVERNMENT INVOLVEMENT
IN THE PROCESSING OF BUILDING PLANS IS CO-ORDINATED BY THE P.W.D.’S
BUILDINGS ORDINANCE OFF ICE WHICH OBTAINS ALL COMMENTS AND
APPROVALS FROM OTHER GOVERNMENT AGENCIES WITHIN A SET TIME

AND THEN PROVIDES THE DEVELOPER WITH A COMPREHENS IVE AND COMPLETE
REPLY ON ALL ASPECTS OF HIS PROPOSAL WITHIN SIXTY DAYS OR LESS.

IN CASES WHERE THE ORGINAL PLAN DID NOT MEET LEGAL OR LEASE
REQUIREMENTS, THE REVISED PROPOSAL COULD BE APPROVED WITHIN
THIRTY DAYS OF RESUBMISS ION PROVIDED THE DEVELOPER COULD MAKE THE
EECEE?SRY AMENDMENT WITHOUT DRASTICALLY CHANGING THE BASIC OUTL INE,

GIVING AN IDEA OF THE SCOPE AND COMPLEXITY OF THE JOB,
MR. KENNARD SAID THAT WITHIN THE SIXTY-DAY PERIOD B.0.0. SURVEYORS
NOT ONLY HAD TO INSPECT THE SITE AND ADJOINING BUILDINGS, BUT ALSO
HAD TO CHECK THE PLANS AGAINST OVER ONE HUNDRED DIFFERENT ASPECT ==
APART FROM THE SCRUTINY THAT TOOK PLACE WITHIN THE FIRE SERVICES
DEPARTMENT AND THE P.W.D.’S HIGHWAYS OFF ICE.

+IN ADDITION, WE MAY ALSO HAVE TO CONSULT A SERIES OF OTHER
GOVERNMENT AGENCIES SUCH AS THE MASS TRANSIT RAILWAY, EDUCATION,
URBAN SERVICES, LABOUR, TOWN PLANNING AND THE CROWN LANDS
AND SURVEY DEPARTMENTS TO SORT OUT ANY CONFLICT OF INTEREST,

+ONE MUST ALSO TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THAT DUE TO HOL IDAYS AND
WEEKENDS, WE MAY HAVE AS FEW AS FORTY-TWO WORK ING DAYS TO COMPLETE
THE ASSESSMENT,+ HE ADDED.

FURTHER IMPROVEMENTS TO THE SYSTEM WERE BEING EXAMINED TO
CUT THE TIME BETWEEN THE APPROVAL OF PLANS AND THE GRANTING OF

CONSENT TO COMMENCE WORK, HE SAID.

/MR. KENNARD
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MR. KENNARD SAID THE P.W.D. WAS ALSO REVIEWING THE SPECIAL
Egéaﬁé;; SYSTEM INTRODUCED IN NOVEMBER 1974 FOR PRIVATE BUILDING
E .

IN FUTUTRE, PRIORITY WOULD BE GRANTED AT TWO STAGES IN ANY
DEVELOPMENT =— DURING NEGOTIATIONS FOR LAND TRANSACTIONS, AND ON
SUBMISSION OF DEVELOPMENT PLANS TO THE B.0.0., HE SAID,

PRIORITY TREATMENT FOR LAND TRANSACTIONS BETWEEN THE
DEVELOPER AND THE GOVERNMENT WOULD FROM NOW ON BE GRANTED BY THE
SECRETARY FOR THE ENVIRONMENT WHO IS ADVISED BY A HIGH-LEVEL

COMMITTEE.

PRIORITY TREATMENT WOULD BE LIMITED TO URGENTLY REQUIRED
PUBLIC UTILITY AND INSTITUTIONAL PROJECTS SUCH AS SCHOOLS,
HOSP ITALS AND ELECTRICITY SUB-STATIONS= SPECIAL INDUSTRIAL PROJECTS
WHICH COULD MAKE A SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF
INDUSTRY= AND TO CERTAIN CATEGORIES OF HOUSING, HE SAID.

IN THE B.0.0., HE ADDED, PRIORITY TREATMENT WOULD IN FUTURE
BE LIMITED TO URGENTLY REQUIRED PUBLIC UTILITY AND INSTITUTIONAL
BUILDINGS OR TO PROJECTS PARTICULARLY RECOMMENDED BY A SPECIAL
COMMITTEE DEALING WITH INDUSTRIAL LAND IN THE ENVIRONMENT BRANCH.

OTHER PROJECTS WHICH MAY ALSO MERIT PRIORITY IN B,0.0. FOR
SPECIAL REASONS WOULD ONLY BE ENDORSED BY THE SECRETARY FOR THE
ENV IRONMENT IN EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES.

AT PRESENT, THERE WERE 92 PROJECTS IN B.O0.0. WHICH HAD BEEN
GRANTED SPECIAL PRIORITY UNDER THE OLD CRITERIA AND THESE WERE

NOW ALL BEING REVIEWED.

+1T 1S EXPECTED THAT THERE WILL BE A SIGNIFICANT REDUCTION
IN THE NUMBER OF CASES WARRANTING PRIORITY AND THIS SHOULD
RESULT IN AN IMPROVEMENT IN THE OVERALL PERFORMANCE OF THE B.0.0.
AND THE FIRE PREVENTION BUREAU AS IT IS ANTICIPATED THAT THE
PROCESSING TIME OF THOSE PROPOSALS WHICH DO NOT ENJOY PRIORITY

WOULD BE REDUCED,+ HE SAID.

MR. KENNARD SAID THE PROCEDURES SURROUNDING THE APPLICATION
FOR OCCUPATION PERMITS WAS ALSO BEING REVIEWED FOR POSSIBLE
IMPROVEMENTS.

HE MADE IT CLEAR, HOWEVER, THAT IT WAS NOT THE GOVERNMENT®S
INTENTION AT THIS STAGE TO TAKE OVER THE TASK OF REGISTERED
AUTHOR ISED PERSONS AND STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS IN SEEING THAT
BUILDINGS WERE BUILT SAFELY AND PROPERLY.

+THIS WOULD INEVITABLY LEAD TO A SLOWING DOWN OF CONSTRUCT ION
TIME AND WOULD NOT NECESSARILY ACHIEVE A BETTER OVERALL STANDARD
OF CONSTRUCTION THAN AT PRESENT PREVAILS IN HONG KONG AND WHICH
IN MY OPINION COMPARES FAVOURABLY WITH THE REST OF THE WORLD,+

HE SAID.

UNDER EXISTING LEGISLATION, HE SAID, THE GRANTING OF
OCCUPATION PERMITS WAS HEAVILY DEPENDENT UPON THE BUILDING AUTHORITY
RECEIVING JOINT CERTIFICATES OF SAFETY AND COMPL |ANCE FROM THE

AUTHOR ISED PERSON AND THE BUILDING CONTRACTOR RESPONSIBLE FOR
THE DESIGN SUPERVISION AND CONSTRUCTION OF A BUILDING.

/-t-':'HE INTEGRITY .unsed
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+THE INTEGRITY OF THESE TWO PARTIES AND THEIR CERTIF ICATES
IS THEREFORE OF PARAMOUNT IMPORTANCE AND THE LAW PROVIDES
PENALTIES FOR THOSE WHO MAKE FALSE STATEMENTS AND ALLOW DEFECTIVE

BUILDINGS TC BE CONSTRUCTED.

+AS THERE ARE CURRENTLY NEARLY 1,000 BUILDINGS UNDER
CONSTRUCTION IN HONG KONG IN THE PRIVATE SECTOR, IT WILL BE
APPARENT THAT IT WOULD NEED AN ARMY OF INSPECTORS IF THE
GOVERNMENT WERE TO USURP THE ROLE OF THE AUTHORISED PERSON AND
THE CONTRACTOR AND SUPERVISE CONSTRUCTION IN DETAIL,+ HE SAID,

THE MAIN FUNCTION OF THE P.W.D.'S BUILDINGS ORDINANCE
OFF ICE, HE SAID, WAS TO CONTROL CONSTRUCTION OF PRIVATE BUILDINGS
AND TO ENSURE THAT EACH ONE COMPLIED WITH THE BUILDING LAWS
WHICH SPECIFIED MINIMUM STANDARDS OF SAFETY AND PUBLIC HEALTH.

THIS WAS ACHIEVED IN TWO STEPS == FIRSTLY BY B.0.0. CHECK ING
BUILDING PLANS TO SEE THAT THE PROPOSALS GENERALLY COMPLIED WITH
REGULATIONS, AND SECONDLY BY REQUIRING THE AUTHORISED PERSON
AND, IN MOST CASES,REGISTERED STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS, TO SUPERVISE

THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE BUILDING,

+THE BUILDINGS ORDINANCE OFFICE ACTS AS A WATCHDOG DURING
THIS SECOND STEP AND, WITH ITS LIMITED MANPOWER RESOURCES, CARRIES
OUT SPOT CHECKS ON EVERY BUILDING DURING ITS CONSTRUCTION, +
MR. KENNARD SAID.

WOVERNOR TO HELP CLEAN UP N.T. BEACH
* % %X X %

NOTE TO EDITORS:

THE GOVERNOR, SIR MURRAY MACLEHOSE, WILL JOIN A PARTY OF
JUNIOR POLICE CALL MEMBERS TO CLEAN UP AN UNGAZETTED BEACH
IN THE NEW TERRITORIES ON SUNDAY (MAY 1).

THIS CLEANING UP OPERATION WILL BE CARRIED OUT AT LAl
CH! WO IN DOUBLE HAVEN, TAI PO. IT WILL START AT 10.30 A.M,
AND FINISH AT 12.45 P.M

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO SEND REPRESENTATIVES TO COVER
THE EVENT. TRANSPORT WILL BE PROVIDED., PRESS REPRESENTATIVES COVERING
THE EVENT SHOULD MEET G.!1.S. OFFICERS IN FRONT OF THE VICTORIA
DISTRICT COURT, CENTRAL, NOT LATER THAN 6, 15 A.M. ON SUNDAY.
THOSE WHO INTEND TO USE THEIR OWN TRANSPORT ARE ASKED TO ASSEMBLE
AT TAl PO KAU PIER NOT LATER THAN 7.15 A.M.

THE PRESS PARTY IS EXPECTED TO BE BACK IN KOWLOON AT ABOUT
5 P.M,

IN ORDER THAT PROPER TRANSPORT ARRANGEMENTS MAY BE MADE, YOU
ARE REQUESTED TO INFORM G, !,S. DUTY OFFICER (TEL: 5=-233191 EXTENSION
250) BY 5 P.M, ON THURSDAY (APRIL 28) THE NAMES OF YOUR
REPRESENTATIVES NOMINATED TO COVER THE EVENT.

e R ey
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NTENCE COMMUTED
k K K K K X

THE GOVERNOR, AFTER TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION THE ADVICE
OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL, HAS DECIDED THAT THE DEATH SENTENCE
PASSED ON AUGUST 23, 1976 ON HO WA I=LEUNG SHOULD BE COMMUTED
TO LIFE IMPRISONMENT,

HO WAS FOUND GUILTY OF THE MURDER OF HO KA-=YEE.

TOPLEY TO OPEN NEW SECONDARY SCHOOL
% % % *

A NEW SECONDARY SCHOOL AT LAM TEI, CASTLE PEAK, WILL BE
OFF ICIALLY OPENED TOMORROW BY THE DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION, MR.
KENNETH TOPLEY.

IT IS THE MADAM LAU KAM LUNG SECONDARY SCHOOL OF MIU FAT
BUDDHIST MONASTERY.

THE 24-CLASSROOM SCHOOL IS FULLY SUBSIDISED BY THE GOVERNMENT.

THE ‘SCHOOL HAS AN ASSEMBLY HALL, FOUR LABORATORIES, A
LIBRARY, AND ONE ROOM EACH FOR ART, MUSIC, GEOGRAPHY, DOMESTIC
SCIENCE AND NEEDLEWORK,

IN ADDITION TO THE NORMAL SUBJECTS, THE SCHOOL OFFERS HOME

ECONOMICS AND COMMERC IAL SUBJECTS == ACCOUNTING, TYPING AND
SHORTHAND,

NOTE TO EDITORS:

YOU ARE INVITED TO HAVE THE OPENING CEREMONY OF THE MADAM
LAU KAM LUNG SECONDARY SCHOOL COVERED, IT WILL TAKE PLACE AT
3,30 P.M. AT THE SCHOOL AT LAM TEI, 22 MILESTONE, CASTLE PEAK
ROAD, TUEN MUN, NEW TERRITORIES.
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REDUCTION OF TRAFFIC LANES IN PRINCE EDWARD ROAD
TO FACILITATE M, T.R. CONSTRUCTION
¥ % % % % %

THE NUMBER OF TRAFFIC LANES ON A SECTION OF PRINCE
EDWARD ROAD IN MONG KOK HAS BEEN REDUCED FROM FOUR TO
THREE TO FACILITATE THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE MASS TRANSIT
RAILWAY PRINCE EDWARD STATION WALLS,

THIS ARRANGEMENT WILL LAST UNTIL THE END OF MARCH
NEXT YEAR.

THE TRAFFIC LANES, ALL FOR WESTBOUND TRAFFIC, ARE
BETWEEN TUNG CHOI! STREET AND NATHAN ROAD.

EXISTING FOOTPATHS ON BOTH SIDES OF THE ROAD WILL
NOT BE AFFECTED AND PEDESTRIAN FACILITIES WILL BE MAINTAINED,

TRAFFIC SIGNS WILL BE PUT UP IN THE AREA TO GUIDE MOTORISTS.
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