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GEOTECHNICAL CONTROL OFF ICE
¥ ¥ X X X %

THE PUBL IC WORKS DEPARTMENT HAS ASSIGNED A TEAM OF SENIOR
OFF ICERS TO PAVE THE WAY FOR THE CREATION OF A HIGHLY=SPECIALISED
NEW OFF ICE TO ACT AS A WATCHDOG OVER THE CONSTRUCTION AND
MA INTENANCE OF ALL SLOPES IN HONG KONG.

SPEARHEADING THE PLANNING FOR THE NEW OFFICE IS MR. BRYAN
O’RORKE, PRINCIPAL GOVERNMENT ENGINEER (SPECIAL DUTIES) OF THE
P.W.D.’S ENGINEERING DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT.

MR. O’RORKE SAID TODAY THAT MUCH OF THE GROUNDWORK HAD
ALREADY BEEN LAID AND HE EXPECTED THE NEW OFFICE TO SWING INTO
OPERATION BY THE MIDDLE OF THE YEAR, AND BECOME INCREASINGLY ACTIVE
IN THE MONTHS THAT FOLLOWED.

+THE NECESSARY PAPERS FOR THE STAFFING OF THE NEW OFFICE WILL
BE SUBMITTED SHORTLY TO THE GOVERNMENT SECRETARIAT, AND WE HOPE
TO BEGIN RECRUITING THE EXPERT PERSONMEL IN A FEW WEEKS,+ HE SAID.

+RECRUITMENT OF THE SPECIALIST STAFF NEEDED WILL OBVIOUSLY
TAKE A LITTLE TIME, SO IN THE INTERIM CONSULTANTS ARE BEING ENGAGED
TO CARRY OUT SOME OF THE FUNCTIONS CF THE PROPOSED OFF ICE SO THAT
THE NEW CONTROLS CAN BE PUT INTO PRACTICE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, AND
PROGRESSIVELY STEPPED UP,

THE NEW OFFICE, TO BE KNOWN AS THE GEOTECHNICAL CONTROL OFF ICE,
FOLLOWS RECOMMENDATIONS BY A SPECIAL INTER-DEPARTMENTAL GOVERNMENT
WORK ING PARTY SET UP LAST YEAR == THE FINDINGS OF WHICH CONCURRED
WITH THE RECOMMENDATION FOR THE SETTING UP OF SUCH A CONTROL BODY
MADE IN THE REPORT OF THE PANEL OF INTERNATIONAL EXPERTS WHO
INVESTIGATED THE SAU MAU PING LANDSL IDE.

THE WORK ING GROUP, WHICH wAS CHAIRED BY THE P.W.D.'S DIRECTOR
OF ENGINEERING DEVELOPMENT, MR. DAVID STEAD, SUBMITTED ITS REPORT
IN NOVEMBER LAST YEAR.

MR. O’RORKE SAID THE NEW CONTROL OFF ICE WOULD HAVE WIDE-RANGING
POWERS AND DUTIES.

HE SAID: +ITS PRIME TASK WILL BE TO ENSURE THE SAFETY OF ALL
EXISTING AND FUTURE SLOPES ON BOTH PRIVATE AND CROWN LAND AROUND
INHABITED AREAS, AND IN THIS REGARD IT IS INTENDED TO GIVE IT
SUFF ICIENT LEGAL POWERS TO EXERCISE EFFECTIVE CONTROL,+ HE SAID,

+MOREOVER, IT WILL COMEINE SPECIALIST KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE
OF ENGINEERING AND GEOLOGY SO THAT IT WILL BE ABLE TO ASSUMEZ A
LEADING AND GUIDING ROLE IN ADDITION TO ITS SUPERVISORY ROLE,+
HE ADDzD.

HE SAID THE NEW OFF ICE WOULD EXERCISE CONTROL BY
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VETTING AND APPROVING ALL PROPOSALS, DESIGN CRITERIA AND
PLANS FOR ALL NEW FORMED SLOPES AND STRUCTURES ON OR
ADJACENT TO SLOPES BOTH IN THE PRIVATE AND THE PUELIC
SECTORS=

KEEPING A STRICT WATCH ON THE SUPERVISION OF PUBLIC AND
PRIVATE SLOPE CONSTRUCTION TO ENSURE THAT THE WORKS COMPLY
wITH APPROVED DESIGNS AND ARE SAFELY EXECUTED=

REGULARLY INSPECTING ALL EXISTING SLOPES, AND STRUCTURES
ON OR ADJACENT TO SLOPES= AND

% MAKING DETAILED FOLLOW=UP STUDIES OF ANY SUSPECT AREA.

MR. O'RORKE SAID SOME OF THE PROPOSED FUNCTIONS OF THE NEW
CONTROLL ING BODY HAD IN THE PAST BEEN CARRIED OUT BY SECTIONS OF
THE P.W.D. SUCH AS THE HIGHWAYS OFF ICE AND THE SOILS ENGINEERING
DIVISION OF THE BUILDINGS ORDINANCE OFF ICE SET UP ON THE
RECOMMENDATION OF THE 1972 LANDSLIDE INQUIRY AS WELL AS BY THE
P.W.D.’S CONSULTING ENGINEERS.

+BUT IN LINE WITH THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE GOVERNMENT WORK ING
PARTY AND THE PANEL OF EXPERTS, WE NOW INTEND TO BRING THEM ALL
UNDER ONE CONTROLL ING AGENCY TO ENSURE CONTINUITY AND UNIFORMITY
THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE PROCESS OF INVESTIGATION, DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION,
MON ITORING AND MA INTENANCE OF SLOPES IN HONG KONG,+ HE SAID.

MR. O’RORKE SAID THE NEW GEOTECHNICAL CONTROL OFFICE wOULD
CONSIST OF A BUILDING BRANCH AND AN ENGINEERING BRANCH, IN LINE
WITH THE EXISTING ORGANISATION OF THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

THE ENGINEERING BRANCH WOULD BE RESPONSIBLE FOR SLOPES ON
CROWN LAND AND THOSE ASSOCIATED WITH GOVERNMENT ENG INEERING WORKS.

THIS BRANCH WOULD CONTAIN THREE DIVISIONS =—= ONE TO TAKE OVER
INSPECTION AND MONITORING OF EXISTING SLOPES AND TO ARRANGE FOR
NECESSARY REMEDIAL WORKS= ANOTHER TO CONTROL SITE INVESTIGATIONS
AND SOIL TESTING OF SLOPES= AND THE THIRD TO UNDERTAKE THE NEW
FUNCTION OF CHECKING DESIGNS AND CONSTRUCTION OF NEW ENGINEERING
WORKS UNDERTAKEN BY OTHER P.W.D. OFFICES, AS WELL AS THOSE FEW
CARRIED OUT BY OTHER GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS.

THE BUILDINGS BRANCH OF THE NEW OFF ICE WOULD REMAIN IN THE
BUILD INGS ORDINANCE OFF ICE, WHICH NOW CONTROLS PRIVATE EARTHWORK,
BUT ITS RESPONSIBILITIES WOULD BE EXTENDED TO COVER SLOPES ASSOCIATED
WITH BUILDINGS OF GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND PUBLIC AUTHORITIES SUCH
AS THE HOUSING AUTHORITY.

FOR SLOPES ASSOCIATED WITH PRIVATE BUILDINGS, IT WAS INTENDED
TO RETAIN THE OBL IGATIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF AUTHORISED PERSONS
AND CONTRACTORS UNDER THE BUILDINGS ORDINANCE SO AS TO ENSURE THAT
PR IVATE EARTHWORKS WERE PROPERLY CARRIED OUT, SAID MR. O'RORKE.
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+AND WE ARE NOW CONSIDERING THE NEED TO STRENGTHEN THE
ORD INANGCE TO ENSURE THAT NECESSARY TESTS AND QUALIF IED SUPERV IS ION
OF EARTHWORKS I3 EXERCISED IN THE SAME WAY AS NOW APPLIED TO
STRUCTURES,+ HE ADDED.

MR. O’RORKE SAID CONSIDERATION WAS ALSO BEING GIVEN TO OTHER
MEASURES TO ENSURE THAT CONSTRUCTION WORKS WERE PROPERLY CARRIED

ouT.

THESE INCLUDED THE CREATION OF A NEW GRADE OF AUTHOR ISED
GEOTECHN ICAL ENGINEER WITH SPECIAL KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE IN SOIL
AND ROCK CONDITIONS.

+WHEN REQUIRED BY THE BUILDING AUTHORITY, PRIVATE DEVELOPERS
WOULD HAVE TO EMPLOY THESE SPECIALISTS FOR THE INVESTIGATION AND
DESIGN FOUNDATIONS OF STRUCTURES AND SITE FORMATION,+ SAID MR.
O’ RORKE.

AS RECOMMENDED EY THE PANEL OF EXPERTS, AN APPEALS EOARD WOULD
ALSO BE SET UP TO HEAR OBJECTIONS TO THE DECISIONS OF THE NEW OFF ICE.

MR, O'RORKE SAID: +THE DETAILS HAVE YET TO BE WORKED OUT, OF
COURSE, BUT THE BOARD WILL PROBABLY COMPRISE GEOTECHN ICAL ENG INEERS
FROM THE PRIVATE SECTOR DRAWN IN ROTATION FROM THE PROPOSED LIST
OF REGISTERED GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEERS, PLUS GOVERNMENT AND LEGAL

REPRESENTATIVES.

AT THE SAME TIME, THE P.W.D. IS FINALISING A MANUAL OF GOOD
ENG INEER ING PRACT ICE IN CONSTRUCTION ON SLOPES FOR THE GUIDANCE OF
BOTH THE PRIVATE AND PUBLIC SECTORS OF THE CONSTRUCTION AND

DEVELOPMENT INDUSTRIES.

MR. O’RORKE SAID THE MANUAL WOULD BE PUBL ISHED IN PARTS
STARTING TOWARDS THE MIDDLE OF THE YEAR.

+THE CONTENTS ARE BEING AGREED BY A STEERING GROUP COMPRISING
REPRESENTATIVES OF UNIVERSITY, INDUSTRY AND THE P.W.D., AND IT IS
ALSO INTENDED TO CONSULT OTHER PROFESSIONAL INSTITUTIONS CONCERNED,+

HE SAID,

e




SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 1977
R

P.A. RECIPIENTS URGED TO BE ON GUARD
AGA INST IMPOSTORS
* ¥k % X ¥

THE SOCIAL WELFARE DEPARTMENT TODAY URGED RECIPIENTS OF
PUBLIC ASSISTANCE TO BE ON GUARD AGAINST PEOPLE IMPERSONATING
GOVERNMENT OFF ICIALS CHEATING THEM OFF THEIR MONTHLY ALLOWANCES.

A SPOKESMAN FOR THE DEPARTMENT SAID WITH THE APPROACH OF THE
CHINESE NEW YEAR, A FEW SUCH CASES HAD BEEN REPORTED LATELY.

USUALLY THE IMPOSTOR ASKED THE PUBLIC ASSISTANCE RECIPIENTS
TO RETURN THE MONEY TO HIM PRETENDING THAT IT HAD BEEN HANDED
OVER BY MISTAKE AND THEN PROMISED THAT A LARGER AMOUNT WOULD BE

FORTHCOMING.,

THE SPOKESMAN ADVISED THOSE APPROACHED IN THIS MANNER TO
CONTACT THE DEPARTMENT OR THE POLICE IMMEDIATELY AND IN NO CASE
SHOULD THEY RETURN ANY MONEY.

+ALL STAFF ARE ISSUED WITH DEPARTMENTAL IDENTITY CARDS AND
RECIPIENTS WHO ARE UNCERTAIN OF ANY CALLERS CLAIMING TO BE FROM
THESSOCIAL WELFARE DEPARTMENT SHOULD INSIST ON IDENTIFICATION,+
HE STRESSED.

RECIPIENTS OF PUBLIC ASSISTANCE HAVE BEEN ISSUED A NOTICE BY
THE SOCIAL WELFARE DEPARTMENT WARNING THEM OF THE DANGERS OF BEING
APPROACHED BY IMPOSTORS, AND ADVISING THEM TO EXERCISE GREAT
CARE AND CAUTION,

MEANWHILE, PEOPLE RECEIVING PUBLIC ASSISTANCE AND/OR THE
DISABILITY AND INFIRMITY ALLOWANCES WHOSE PAY DAYS FALL WITHIN
THE CHINESE NEW YEAR WILL BE ABLE TO GET THEIR MONEY EARLIER SO
THAT THEY WILL HAVE MONEY FOR THE OCCAS ION.

+THOSE WHOSE PAY DAYS FALL ON FEBRUARY 18, 19, 20, 21 WILL
BE ABLE TO GET THEIR MONEY ON FEBRUARY 14, 15, 16, 17 RESPECTIVELY
FROM THE POST OFF ICES, TREASURY OFF ICES AND DISTRICT OFFICES IN
THE NEW TERRITORIES,+ THE SPOKESMAN SAID,
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REVENUE INSPECTORS TOLD TO RESIST TEMPTATIONS
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THE SENIOR UNOFF ICIAL MEMBER OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL,
SIR YUET-KEUNG KAN, TOLD THE 21 REVENUE INSPECTORS AT THEIR
PASS ING-QUT PARADE TODAY THAT NO MATTER HOW HEAVY THE
PRESSURES AND HOW ATTRACTIVE THE TEMPTATIONS THEY MUST BE
FIRM AKD RESIST THEM WITHOUT HzSITATION.

BY THE NATURE OF THEIR DUTIES, HE NOTED, REVENUE
INSPECTORS WOULD BE SUBJECT TO MANY PRESSURES AND TEMPTATIONS.

+|NEVITABLY THERE WILL BE TIMES WHEN OPPORTUNITIES FOR
CORRUPTION PRESENT THEMSELVES,+ SAID SIR YUET-KEUNG.

BUT HE ADDED THAT REVENUE INSPECTORS MUST RESIST THE
TEMPTAT IONS.

FAILURE TO DO SO, HE SAID, WOULD NOT ONLY RUIN THEIR
OWN FUTURE BUT WOULD ALSO DAMAGE PUBLIC CONF IDENCE IN THE
INTEGRITY OF THE PREVENTIVE SERVICE AS A WHOLE.

AMONG THE MANY RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE PREVENTIVE
SERVICE, SIR YUET=-KEUNG SAID, PERHAPS THE ONE BEST KNOWN
TO THE PUBLIC WAS THE VERY ACTIVE ROLE IN THE SUPPRESSION
OF DANGEROUS DRUG OFFENCES.

+WITH THE AID OF THE KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERTISE YOU
HAVE GAINED HERE, | AM CERTAIN YOU WILL BE ABLE TO PERFORM
YOUR DUTIES EFFICIENTLY AND WITH CONF IDENCE,+ HE SAID,

SIR YUET-KEUNG TOOK THE SALUTE AT THE PARADE IN WHICH
FIVE SQUADS COMPRISING 66 OFF ICERS TOOK PART.

THE PARADE, HELD IN THE PREVENTIVE SERVICE TRAINING SCHOOL
AT TA| LAM CHUNG, MARKED THE SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF A
SIX=MONTH TRAINING COURSE BY 21 OFFICERS, FIVE OF WHOM
ARE WOMEN.

SUBJECTS TAUGHT DURING THE COURSE INCLUDED ELEMENTARY
LAW, TECHNIQUES AND PROCEDURES OF EXCISE AND PREVENTIVE
DUTIES, SELF DEFENCE, MAP READING, FIRST AID, LIFE SAVING,
USE OF THE FIREARMS AND CIVICS,

ALSO PRESENT WAS MR, BILL DORWARD, COMMISSIONER OF
PREVENTIVE SERVICE.
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D.S.W. VISITS VOLUNTARY WELFARE ORGANISATIONS
¥ % X X %

THE DIRECTOR OF SOCIAL WELFARE, MR. THOMAS LEE, WILL VISIT
THREE VOLUNTARY WELFARE ORGANISATIONS IN ABERDEEN ON TUESDAY

(FEBRUARY 15).

THEY ARE THE DAVID TRENCH HOME FOR THE AGED AND THE TUNG
WAH CARE AND ATTENTION HOME FOR SENILE OLD PEOPLE, BOTH OPERATED
BY THE TUNG WAH GROUP OF HOSPITALS, AND THE MARYCOVE CENTRE FOR

GIRLS.

APART FROM SEEING THE DAY=TO-DAY OPERATION OF THESE
ORGAN ISATIONS AND KEEPING HIMSELF INFORMED OF THEIR DEVELOPMENT,
MR. LEE WILL BRING ALONG CANDIES AND CAKES FOR THE RESIDENTS OF
THESE HOMES FOR THE LUNAR NEW YEAR.

MR. LEE WILL BE ACCOMPANIED BY MR, T.P. KHOO, HEAD OF THE
REHABIL ITATION DIVISION, AND MRS. EVELYN DOE, HEAD OF THE FAMILY

SERVICES DIVISION,

NOTE TO EDITORS:

YOU ARE INVITED TO SEND A REPORTER AND/OR PHOTOGRAPHER TO
COVER THE VISIT ON TUESDAY MORNING.

MR. LEE WILL ARRIVE AT THE HOMES FOR THE AGED AT 29, NAM LONG
SHAN ROAD, BRICK HILL, ABERDEEN AT 11 A,M, AND AT THE MARYCOVE
CENTRE FOR GIRLS ON THE OPPOSITE SIDE OF THE ROAD AT ABOUT 12 NOON.

TRANSPORT WILL BE PROVIDED. PRESS REPRESENTATIVES WISHING TO

USE THE FACILITIES ARE ASKED TO ASSEMBLE AT THE EAST ENTRANCE OF
LEE GARDENS IN CAUSEWAY BAY NOT LATER THAN 10.30 A.M,
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TRAFF IC ARRANGEMENTS IN YUEN LONG
* ¥ ¥ X X ¥

TWO ROADS IN YUEN LONG HAVE BEEN CLOSED TO VEHICULAR
TRAFFIC UP TO FEBRUARY 18 (FRIDAY) TO FACILITATE THE
CHINESE NEW YEAR FAIR TO BE HELD THERE.

THEY ARE ON NING ROAD BETWEEN MA MUI ROAD AND TAI KIU
ROAD, AND KIK YEUNG ROAD.

APPROPRIATE TRAFFIC SIGNS ARE POSTED TO GUIDE MOTORISTS.
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