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NEW MEASURES TO IMPROVE

Fixed Penalties, Demerit Points Proposed
s oo ok o e ok

New legislation to streamline traffic offence procedures and meke

Hong Kong's roads safer is to be introduced into the Legislative Council

shortly.

Under a bill, known as the Fixed Penalty (Criminal Proceedings)
Bill 1974, which was published in the gazette today, motorists who commit
certain offences mey be given fixed penalty tickets. About 80 offences
are covered by the bill, and the fines range from $50 to $200.

The edsting system for parking and waiting offences remains
unchanged.

If the fixed penalty ticket is paid, the motorist does not need
to go to court.

In addition, "demerit" points are recorded against the offender
for a number of these offences. If a driver accumulates 15 points within
a threc-yecar period, his driving licence is automatically suspended for
six months.,

The sccond and subsequent times a driver builds up 15
a new threc year veriod he loses his licence for one year.

A government spokesman said that although the driver is given a
fixed penalty ticket on the spot, for which he has 21 days to pay the fine,
he still retains the right to take the case to court if he wishes. His
present rights are in no way affected

Demerit points are not recorded in the cs every traffic offence

with by the fixed penalty bill.
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fixed penalty under the system is $200 and the mexinum

demerit poinﬁs for a fixed penalty offence is five. However, some serious
offences, which are always taken to court and are not included under the
fix>d penalty system, have been brought into the demerit system and can
carry demerit points up to a maximum of 10.

Propesed supporting legislation, the Road Traffic (Amendment) Bill
1974, also published today seeks to make it compulsory for drivers to carry
their driving licence at all times while driving. Failure to do so could
result in a fixcd penalty of §50.

A new style, laminated cdriving licence is to be introduced which
will be similar to the present identity card.

If approved there will be no period of grace for producing, a licence,
it rust be shown when demanded.

Some of the more important points contained in the Fixed Penalty
(Criminal Procecdings) Bill are:=

notices and summonses, other than the original

posted and not delivered by hand.

a driving licence is suspended, the driver must
surrender it to the Commissioner for Transport and the
nsion period is counted as beginning on the date of
However, a lic > which is suspended and has
handed to the Commissioner is still invalid so it
is in the interest of the driver to surrender it as quiclkly
as possible.
Vhile a person is suspended from driving and he applies
or.obtains another licence, he is liable to a fine of

#5,000 and imprisonment for six months. The person also

facos the same penalty if he drives while under suspension.

/* Licence eessss
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Licence suspension applies to all the motor vehicles
an individual driver is qualified to drive. For example
a private ear driver will lose his right to drive a

taxi or lorry (if he
hear cases in the absence of the
aEnswer 2 SUMNONS.
three-year period begins from the date of the

recording of the first demerit point againct the driver.,

A driver will be informed when his demerit poirts reach

m

10, However he can ask the Commissioner for Transport

to supply him details of the demerit points raecorded
PR, p

agoinst him.
spokecman added, however,that consideration is being given
informing o driver whern demerit pointc arc recorded against him, the

1

. pumber of peints involved, his current running total and
his threceyoar period.

An important aspect of the proposed legislation
driver rofuses or ils to pay a fine imposed by a court for non=payment

a fixod penalty ticket, the Commissioner for Transport can refuse to iss
or renew, thot person's driving licence.

e ean nlso refuse to issue or renew the licence of any vechicle
owned by that person, or refuse to transfer the registration of any vchicle
owned by the person.

Prospective vehicle buyers can check with the Commissioner for
Transport to scc if 1 2 is any fjne_aut;tnniing against the owner

of the vehicle he .intends to purchase.




UNCONDITIONAL GUARANTEE SCHEME TO HELP EXPORTERS
LI

The Hong Kong Export Credit Insurance Corporation is to be empowered
to guerantee medium and long term loans by lending banks to local expo-ters
to enable them to finance their export transactions.

This is provided in the Hong Kong Export Credit Insurence Cormaration
kﬂmendmﬂnt) Bill 1974 published in today's gazette.

This new facility will enable exporters, especially those who have
large contracts or a number of medium size contracts with large risks :nd long v
loan periods, to get credit from their banks more easily,

Commenting on the Bill today, a government spokesman noted thet the
facility would be particularly helpful to those exporters who, though of high
repute and standing, were tied by susbstantial current commitments arising out
of past export financing, or who might be fully extended in finaneing current
production or in the purchase of new plant and equipment.

""From the point of view of the banks, these direct guarantees = which

are unconditional —— would provide complete security. From the exporter's

point of view the guarantees would provide a means of obtaining finance without
correspondingly reducing the capacity to borrow," he said.

He pointed out, however, that for the proposed facility to operate
successfully, the banks would have to offer a favourable rate for the Full
period of loan,

"Without a favourable rate, Hong Kong exporters of capitel and semi-
capital goods would be put in an unfavourable position as far =s financing
costs are concerned in relation to their competitors in other countries," he

saide
/'Premium ToP sasnvsa
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Premium for the Corpcration's new facility is expected to be
alculated on a sliding scale according to the length of the period of
guarantee. The guarantee would also be given cnly to contracts involving

amcunt and on credit terms exceeding 180 days.

Although it would not be necessary to seek the Financial Secretary's

approval for a particular guarantee, all guarantees would hawve to be in
accardance with a policy approved by the Financial Secretary.

Under other provisions of the Bill, the capital the Corporation may
hold would be doubled from $10 million to $20 million, and the officers of
the Corporation whose appointments would have to be approved by the Gowvernor
would be those whose salaries exceed $85,000 per annum as opposed to the
present ceiling of $50,000.

The former is to enable the Corporation to restore the ratio of

resources to contingent liability to an acceptable level.

The latter, which affects the appointment of officers at the
Assictant Manager and higher grades, is made tc up-date the ariginal figure

which was set in 1966.
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MORE ESTATE CARETAKERS RECRUITED
PR
The Housing Department is recruiting more caretakers to provide
a resident service for tenants of public housing estates.
About 50 recently joined the department to boost the present
establishment of 220 and another 100 are taking up post in a couple of weeks'

e
ClllE s

Mr, Frank Carroll, Deputy Director of the Housing Department said

the move would improve management in both new and old public housing estates.

"At present, the caretaker service is available only in the newer
housing estates during_day light hours only," he said. "When we have
recruited all our men, we will be able to extend the service to the older
ectates and switch to a 2b-hour service."

Arart from the 150 who have just joined or are sbout to join the
department, recruitment is continuing for another 30C

“it is commonly known that housing estates can be better managed and
tenants? ngeds more properly locked after with a caretaker system. As well as
patrolling, dealing with emergencies and keeping the estates in good order,
caretakers will also provide a very useful service by bridging the ;ccmmunication
gap? bhetween tenants and the managerial staff," Mr. Carroll said.

New recruits must learn their work properly before being put on the job.

Normally, they will be attached to experienced men of the department
for about a-menth before going on the jcb.

They will also be given a chance to attend a 15-week course for estate
caretakers at Morrison Hill Technical Institute where they will learn general
management methods, fire fighting, first aid, plumbing and 1ift maintenance as
well 25 other subjects.

e, it e T
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DECEMBER G.C.P.I. GOES P ONE POINT
LEE L LT ¥

The General Consumer Price Index for December 1973 was 170, one
point higher than that for the previous month.

This was due mainly to a rise of one point in the index for foodstuffs,

The index for fuel and light advanced by seven points while that
for durable goods advanced by five points.

An increase of two points was recorded in the index for miscellaneous
goods while an increase of one point was recorded in the index for transport
and vehicles. Movements in the indexes for other sections of commodity and

service wire insignificant.

\
Ocmpared with the previous month, the average retail prices
Y 1 & Y

rebables advanced. On the other hand, the average
fish declined.
non=food items, the. upward. revision in the prices of kerosene
and 1iquefied ﬁetroleum gas at the end of November took full effect

Decenmber, cnsequently, the index for fuel and light was raised.
T | L=
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AWARDS TO FISHERMEN

%ok F ko k ok
!
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A total of 58 fishermen will receive prizes and certificates at

the annual prize-giving ceremony of the Fish Marketing Organisation o be held on

Thursday (January 24) at the Chc—uﬁg Sha Wan Wholesale Fish Market at Fat
Tseung Street, Kowloon.

Mr. J.M. Riddell=Swan, Deputy Director of Agriculture and Fisheries
will address the gathering and Mrs. Riddell-Swan will present certificates
and prizes to the fishermen.

These include 14 fishermen who saved lives at sea during 1973
and 45 fishermen who landed the largest value of marine fish during the
past year.

Fifteen members of the Fish Marketing Organisation who have served
25 years in the organisation will receive long service medals.

The event will be followed by a lion dance and light refreshment.
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Note to Editors: You are invited to send representatives to

cover the event which will begin at 12 noon on

Thursday (January 24).

Copies of Mr. Riddell-Swan's speech in both

English and Chinese will be boxed on Thursday afternoon.






