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LOCAL MARINE OFF ICER DESIGNS ’UNSINKABLE’ BUQY
X Xk % % Xk X % %

A MARINE OFF ICER WORKING IN THE HARBOUR MOORINGS UNIT OF
THE MARINE DEPARTMENT HAS COME UP WITH A NOVEL IDEA OF MAKING L IGHT
BUOYS MORE BUOYANT AND EASILY REPAIRABLE IN CASE OF DAMAGE.

FIVE SUCH LIGHT BUOYS, BUILT LOCALLY ACCORDING TO
SPECIF ICATIONS AT A COST OF $200,000 EACH, WERE COMMISS IONED
EARL IER LAST MONTH.

THEY WERE USED TO MARK THE TRAFFIC SEPARATION LANES IN
TATHONG CHANNEL AND EAST LAMMA CHANNEL TO BETTER REGULATE SHIPPING
IN THE SEAWARD APPROACHES TO THE HARBOUR,

WITH A DIAMETER OF 10 FEET AND AT A HEIGHT OF 36 FEET, THESE
BUOYS ARE THE LARGEST EVER USED IN HONG KONG AND ARE AMONG THE
BIGGEST USED BY PORT AUTHORITIES ELSEWHERE IN THE WORLD.

MR. TIM FRAWLEY, THE DESIGNER OF THE ’UNSINKABLE®' BUOY,
HAD CARRIED OUT NUMERDUS EXPER IMENTS BEFORE COMING UP WITH THE IDEA.,

+THE CRUCIAL POINT IS TO FILL THE BUOY WITH FOAM RUBBER BLOCKS
INSTEAD OF INJECTING IT WITH LIQUEFIED FOAM RUBBER TO FORM A
SINGLE BLOCK,+ HE EXPLAINED,

+THE ADVANTAGE OF USING SEPARATE SMALL BLOCKS IS THAT WHEN
THE BUOY IS DAMAGED BY COLLISION WITH AN OCEAN GOING VESSEL, THE

BLOCKS CAN STILL KEEP THE BUOY BALANCED AND AFLOAT. MAINTENANCE
STAFF ONLY HAVE TO REMOVE THE BLOCKS IN THE DAMAGED PART TO CARRY

OUT REPAIRS.

+ON THE OTHER HAND, A CONVENTIONAL BUQOY WHEN DAMAGED WOULD
REQUIRE THE WHOLE SINGLE BLOCK OF SOLIDIFIED FOAM RUBBER TO BE
EXTRACTED AND REPLACED,+ MR. FRAWLEY SAID.

THE CAPACITY OF THE NEW BUOYS IS SO LARGE THAT IT TAKES
TWO LORRY-LOADS OF FOAM RUBBER TO COMPLETELY FILL UP ONE OF THEM,

+OUR METHOD IS MOST ECONOMICAL AND MANPOWER=-SAVING., THIS
CONCEPT OF FILLING UP BUOYS MOST POSSIBLY HAS NOT BEEN INTRODUCED
ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD+, HE POINTED OUT.

IN AN ATTEMPT TO FURTHER PREVENT THE POSSIBILITY OF WATER
LEAK ING INTO THE BUOYS THROUGH A MANHOLE FOR USE BY MAINTENANCE
STAFF, THE BUOYS HAVE ANOTHER UNIQUE DESIGN WHICH INCORPORATES A
DDUBLE MANHOLE THAT IS COMPLETELY WATER=TIGHT WHEN CLOSED.

TO MINIMISE DAMAGE IN THE EVENT OF COLLISION WITH VESSELS,
EACH BUOY IS BESIDES FITTED WITH WOODEN FENDERS. THERE ARE ALSO
GUARD RAILS ON THE WORKING PLATFORM TO PREVENT ACCIDENTS TO STAFF
CARRY ING OUT MAINTENANCE OR REPAIR WORK.

IT IS VERY IMPORTANT TO KEEP THE LIGHT BUOYS AS MUCH AFLOAT
AS POSS|BLE BECAUSE IT IS VERY DIFFICULT IF NOT IMPOSSIBLE TO
SALVAGE THEM SHOULD THEY SINK IN THE OPEN SEA, MR. FRAWLEY CONTINUED,
BUT WHEN THEY WERE PLACED IN POSITION BOTH MARINE DEPARTMENT AND
PUBL IC WORKS DEPARTMENT WERE INVOLVED IN ENSURING THEIR POSITIONS
WERE KNOWN TO AN ACCURACY OF LESS THAN A FOOT.
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MANY FACTORS WORK AGAINST THE INTEGRITY OF THE BUOYS, INCLUDING
ROUGH FORCES OF HIGH SEAS AND TROPICAL STORMS, HE ADDED.

FOR PRECAUTION THE NEW BUOYS ARE TIED WITH SECURITY CHAINS,
WITH A BREAKING STRENGTH OF 125 TONS, TO 20-TON CONCRETE MOOR ING
SINKERS., ELSEWHERE IN THE WORLD LIGHT BUOYS OF THIS SIZE ARE ONLY
MOORED TO 3-TON CONCRETE BLOCKS.

THE FIVE LIGHT BUOYS NOW USED FOR THE TRAFFIC SEPARATION SCHEME
ARE EQUIPPED WITH RADAR REFLECTORS. THEY ARE EACH FITTED WITH AN
AGA 300 MM GAS LANTERN WHICH HAS A MINIMUM VISIBILITY RANGE OF FIVE
NAUTICAL MILES.

---—0—-—-

GOVERNOR TO VISIT BATTERY FACTORY
* % %

THE GOVERNOR, SIR MURRAY MACLEHOSE, WILL PAY A VISIT TO THE
?ING WA? BATTERY FACTORY (HONG KONG) LlMlTED AT TO KWA WAN TOMORROW
MONDAY

HE WILL BE ACCOMPANIED BY THE ACTING DIRECTOR OF COMMERCE
AND INDUSTRY, MR. BILL DORWARD.,

SIR MURRAY MAKES VISITS TO HONG KONG FACTORIES PERIODICALLY
IN ORDER TO SEE FOR HIMSELF HOW LOCAL INDUSTRIES ARE FARING AND
TO LEARN SOMETHING OF THEIR CURRENT PROBLEMS AS WELL AS PROGRESS.

THE FACTORY PRODUCES MAINLY TORCH AND RADIO DRY BATTERIES.
ITS DAILY OUTPUT IS 720,000 PIECES.

THERE ARE 14 FACTORIES IN HONG KONG PRODUCING DRY BATTERIES.
TOGETHER THESE EMPLOY MORE THAN 2,200 WORKERS, OR ABOUT 0.3 PERCENT
OF THE INDUSTRIAL WORK FORCE.

IN 1976, HONG KONG'S DOMESTIC EXPORT OF DRY BATTERIES AND
PARTS AMOUNTED TO $64 MILLION, AN INCREASE OF 81 PERCENT OVER 1975.

THE INDUSTRY EXPORTS TO MANY COUNTRIES IN THE WORLD. THE MAJOR
OVERSEA MARKETS ARE THE UNITED STATES, JAPAN, WEST GERMANY, BRITAIN
AND AUSTRALIA.

SIR MURRAY WILL BE RECEIVED AT THE FACTORY BY THE COMPANY’S
DIRECTORS, MR. POON WING-KONG, MANAGING DIRECTOR AND GENERAL MANAGER,
MR. VICTOR POON, DIRECTOR AND DEPUTY MANAGER, MR. SAMUEL POON,
DIRECTOR AND FACTORY MANAGER, AND OTHER OFFICIALS.

NOTE TO :DITORS E

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITE ) PORTER AND/OR
PHOTOGRAPHER TO COVER THE RIS[T . NOR WILL ARRIVE
AT THE FACTORY AT NOS., &2-84 WA W RO d n;OO\ AT
2.45 P.,M. YOUR REPRESENTATIV ; URGED TO JE A FEW MINUTES
EARLIER.
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MORE NEW SPORT AND RECREATION FACILITIES UNDERWAY
k% K X % % *

THE SOCCER PITCH AT THE TSUEN WAN SPORTS GROUND IS TO BE
FLOODLIT SO THAT EVENING LEAGUE MATCHES CAN BE PLAYED THERE.

THE PUBL IC WORKS DEPARTMENT IS CALLING FOR TENDERS FOR THE
CONSTRUCTION OF FOUR STEEL FRAMED TOWERS, EACH 30 METRES HIGH, TO
CARRY THE FLOODL IGHTING SYSTEM FOR THE EXISTING TURFED SOCCER PITCH.

THE SPORTS GROUND, WHICH IS AT THE JUNCTION OF YEUNG UK ROAD
AND MA TAU PA ROAD, ALREADY OFFERS FACILITIES FOR BASKETBALL,
VOLLEYBALL AND ATHLETIC EVENTS.

THE FLOODL IGHTING IS EXPECTED TO BE OPERATING BY THE BEGINNING
OF NEXT YEAR.

THE WORK AT TSUEN WAN IS ONLY ONE OF MANY PROJECTS UNDERWAY
OR PLANNED BY THE P.W.D. TO IMPROVE FACILITIES AT RECREATIONAL AREAS,

AMONG THE OTHER PROJECTS ARE PROVISION OF A CHILDREN’S
PLAYGROUND AT MORSE PARK, KOWLOON, CONSTRUCTION OF AN INDOOR
GAMES HALL AND A TOILET AND CHANGING BLOCK AT SA| KUNG OUTDOOR
RECREATION CENTRE, AND THE CONSTRUCTION OF SQUASH COURTS AND
ASSOCIATED FACILITIES AT TSUEN WAN SWIMMING POOL.

THE CHILDREN’S PLAYGROUND AT MORSE PARK WILL BE BUILT ON
THE SOUTH SIDE OF THE EXISTING SWIMMING POOL,

THE NEW PLAYGROUND COVERS AN AREA OF APPROXIMATELY 2,500
SQUARE METRES AND IS SEPARATED FROM THE SWIMMING POOL BY A DECORATIVE
SCREEN WALL ALONG THE ENTIRE LENGTH OF THE BOUNDARY.

WHEN COMPLETED, THE PLAYGROUND WILL CONTAIN A RANGE OF
CHILDREN’S PLAY EQUIPMENT AND PARK BENCHES FOR THEIR PARENTS.

THE PLAYGROUND IS EXPECTED TO BE OPEN WITHIN SIX MONTHS,

ILT AT THE SA| KUNG OUTDOOR
SIGN TO THE ONE ALREADY OPEN

THE INDOOR GAMES HALL BEING BU
ES

RECREATION CENTRE IS SIMILAR IN D
AT CHEUNG SHA WAN.

THE HALL HAS BEEN DESIGNED FOR MULTI-PURPOSE SUCH AS
BASKETBALL, GYMNASTICS AND SOCIAL FUNCTIONS.

AS WELL AS THE HALL, ANOTHER BUILDING 1S BE ING CONSTRUCTED
TO HOUSE TOILETS, SHOWERS AND CHANGING ROOMS FOR CAMPERS USING
THE FACILITIES OF THE OUTDOOR RECREATION CENTRE.

WORK IS EXPECTED TO BEGIN THIS MONTH AND BE COMPLETED IN
DECEMBER.

/THE COST
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THE COST OF THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE TWO NEW SQUASH COURTS
AT THE TSUEN WAN SWIMMING POOL HAS BEEN DONATED BY THE ROYAL HONG

KONG JOCKEY CLUB.

IN ADDITION TO THE COURTS, THERE WILL BE GALLERIES FOR
SPECTATORS AND MEN’S AND WOMEN’S CHANGING AND TOILET FACILITIES
IN THE NEW COMPLEX UNDER THE EXISTING CARPARK WITHIN THE SWIMMING

POOL AND PARK COMPOUND,

THE NEW BUILDING WILL BE CALLED THE ROYAL HONG KONG JOCKEY
CLUB PUBLIC SQUASH COURTS.

CONSTRUCT ION WORK WILL START THIS MONTH, AND IS DUE FOR
COMPLETION IN JANUARY NEXT YEAR.

---—0----

REGISTRATION TEAM TO OPERATE IN CHOI HUNG ESTATE
* X %X X X %

THE COMMISSIONER OF REGISTRATION ANNOUNCED TODAY THAT A TEAM
FROM THE REGISTRATION OF PERSONS OFF ICE WILL CONDUCT REGISTRATIONS
IN CHOI HUNG ESTATE OFF ICE FOR RESIDENTS AND PERSONS LIVING NEARBY

FOR FIVE DAYS FROM JULY 11.

REGISTRATIONS WILL BE CONDUCTED BETWEEN 9.30 A.M. AND
4,30 P.M. DAILY.

THE VISIT 1S TO ENABLE PARENTS OR GUARDIANS TO REGISTER THEIR
CHILDREN OR WARD BETWEEN 11 AND 17 YEARS OF AGE FOR JUVEN ILE
IDENTITY CARDS AND HOLDERS OF JUVENILE IDENTITY CARDS TO REGISTER
FOR ADULT IDENTITY CARDS ON REACHING 18 YEARS OF AGE.

THE COMMISSIONER REMINDED ALL PERSONS LIVING IN THIS AREA OF
THE IR RESPONSIBILITY TO REGISTER THEMSELVES AND THEIR CHILDREN FOR
IDENTITY CARDS AND TO REPORT CHANGES OF EMPLOYMENT OR RES IDENT IAL
ADDRESSES, MARITAL STATUS, OR ANY OTHER PARTICULARS WHICH HAVE
CHANGED SINCE REGISTERING FOR THEIR IDENTITY CARDS.
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