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BETTER CARE FOR THE SICK
£ X X X x

THE GOVERNMENT WILL INCREASE HOSPITAL FACILITIES, INCREASE THE
NUMBER OF NURSES AND PROVIDE THEM WITH BETTER TRAINING IN MEETING THE
COMMUNITY’S DEMAND FOR EXCELLENCE IN HEALTH CARE.

THIS WAS STATED BY THE GOVERNOR, THE RT HON CHRISTOPHER PATTEN,
IN HIS ANNUAL POLICY ADDRESS TO LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY).

IN HIS SPEECH, MR PATTEN OUTLINED THE PLANS FOR IMPROVEMENTS IN
HEALTH CARE FOR THE COMING YEARS. THESE INCLUDED:

¥ AN ADDITIONAL 950 HOSPITAL BEDS THIS YEAR AT AN ANNUAL
RECURRENT COST OF $619 MILLION.

PUTTING FORWARD A PROPOSAL NEXT YEAR FOR A NEW 400-BED
HOSPITAL AT TSEUNG KWAN O. THIS WOULD PROVIDE HIGHER
STANDARDS OF CARE FOR RESIDENTS OF THE RAPIDLY-DEVELOPING
SOUTHEAST NEW TERRITORIES.

PROVIDING AN EXTRA 500 NURSES NEXT YEAR FOR HOSPITALS AND
CLINICS (IN ADDITION TO REPLACING THOSE WHO LEAVE); SEEKING
WAYS TO INCREASE THE ATTENTION THEY CAN DEVOTE TO THEIR
PATIENTS BY RELIEVING THEM OF NON-PROFESSIONAL DUTIES.

IMPROVING THE PROFESSIONAL TRAINING PROVIDED FOR 2,400
STUDENT NURSES. THEIR WORK SCHEDULES WOULD BE REORGANISED TO
GIVE THEM 22 PER CENT MORE TIME FOR THEIR PROFESSIONAL
STUDIES.

MR PATTEN POINTED OUT THAT PUBLIC HOSPITALS WOULD TREAT 770,000
IN-PATIENTS THIS YEAR AND PROVIDE 3.9 MILLION CONSULTATIONS AT THE
GENERAL OUT-PATIENT CLINICS.

SPECIALIST CLINICS WOULD ALSO PROVIDE SOME 5.8 MILLION
CONSULTATIONS FOR OUT-PATIENTS, HE ADDED.

MR PATTEN NOTED THAT EXCELLENCE IN HEALTH CARE MEANT GOING
BEYOND THE PROVISION OF HOSPITAL BEDS AND HIGHLY-QUALIFIED STAFF.

HE SAID: "IT ALSO INVOLVES DEVELOPING NEW PROGRAMMES FOR THE
GROUPS WHO NEED SPECIAL CARE TO REDUCE THEIR SUFFERING AND TO COPE
WITH THEIR ILLNESSES.

"NEXT YEAR, WE WILL GIVE A NEW PRIORITY TO THE CRITICALLY-ILL,
THE CHRONICALLY-ILL AND THE TERMINALLY-ILL."

MR PATTEN SAID THE 1994 POLICY COMMITMENTS SET OUT SEVEN
SPECIFIC UNDERTAKINGS TO IMPROVE BOTH THE STANDARD OF MEDICAL
TREATMENT THEY RECEIVE AND THEIR QUALITY OF LIFE.

¥ NEXT YEAR, THE GOVERNMENT WOULD EXPAND DIALYSIS FACILITIES
TO TREAT AN EXTRA 100 PATIENTS A YEAR. AS A RESULT, THE
COMBINED SERVICES OF THE HOSPITAL AUTHORITY, VOLUNTARY
ORGANISATIONS AND THE PRIVATE SECTOR WILL BE SUFFICIENT TO
MEET IN FULL THE CURRENT PROJECTED DEMAND.

/* THE GOVERNMENT
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THE GOVERNMENT PLANNED TO REDUCE THE MORTALITY RATE OF THE
LARGEST GROUP OF HEART PATIENTS BY 20 PER CENT. TO ACHIEVE
THIS GOAL, IMPROVED METHODS.OF TREATMENT WOULD BE PROVIDED
OVER THE NEXT TWO YEARS FOR 200 ADDITIONAL PATIENTS A YEAR
WITH ISCHAEMIC HEART DISEASE.

IT WAS PLANNED TO REDUCE THE MORTALITY RATE OF DIABETIC
PATIENTS BY 10 PER CENT OVER THE NEXT FIVE YEARS. TO ACHIEVE
THIS GOAL, FOUR DIABETIC CARE CENTRES WOULD BE SET UP NEXT
YEAR TO PROVIDE TREATMENT AND ADVICE TO 8,000 PATIENTS A
YEAR.

HOSPICE SERVICES WOULD BE EXPANDED OVER THE NEXT FOUR YEARS.
AS A RESULT, BY 1998-99, AN EXTRA THOUSAND PATIENTS A YEAR
WILL BE ABLE TO LIVE OUT THEIR TERMINAL ILLNESSES IN COMFORT

AND DIGNITY.

MR PATTEN NOTED THAT HONG KONG OFFERED VIRTUALLY FREE ACCESS TO
HOSPITAL SERVICES AND HEALTH CARE BUT IT HAD TO CONTINUE THE DRIVE TO
RAISE STANDARDS FROM ACCEPTABLE TO EXCELLENT.

"OUR PLANNED IMPROVEMENTS WILL MAKE A REAL DIFFERENCE TO
THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE WHO SUFFER CHRONIC ILLNESS OR DISABILITY. THERE IS
STILL AMPLE SCOPE FOR FURTHER IMPROVEMENT, HOWEVER, AND WE WILL NOT
REST HERE," HE SAID.
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MORE AND BETTER HOUSING PLANNED
¥ ¥ x x %

THE = GOVERNMENT WILL SPEND $15.4 BILLION THIS YEAR ON HOUSING
PROGRAMMES, ABOUT 400 PER CENT MORE IN REAL TERMS THAN 10 YEARS AGO TO
HOUSE THOSE IN NEED, THE GOVERNOR, THE RT HON CHRISTOPHER PATTEN, SAID
TODAY (WEDNESDAY).

IN HIS ANNUAL POLICY ADDRESS TO THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, MR
PATTEN SAID: "OUR CONTINUOUS INVESTMENT IN NEW HOUSING MEANS THAT WE
HAVE BEEN ABLE TO AFFORD TO RAISE OUR SIGHTS WELL ABOVE THE MASS
RESETTLEMENT PROGRAMMES OF THE PAST."

MR PATTEN NOTED THAT A TOTAL OF 1.2 MILLION PUBLIC AND PRIVATE
FLATS HAD BEEN BUILT OVER THE LAST 20 YEARS.

THE GOVERNMENT INTENDS TO IMPROVE ITS PRESENT PROGRAMME IN THE
COMING YEARS WITH THE FOLLOWING PLANS:

¥ PUBLIC HOUSING ESTATES MADE SAFER AND MORE PLEASANT. THIS
YEAR, $3.3 BILLION IS PROPOSED TO BE SPENT TO IMPROVE AND
MAINTAIN PUBLIC HOUSING ESTATES, INCLUDING $433 MILLION TO
REFURBISH AND RENOVATE THE OLDER PUBLIC HOUSING ESTATES.
ANOTHER $650 MILLION WOULD BE SPENT OVER THE NEXT THREE
YEARS ON THE STAFF AND TECHNOLOGY TO KEEP CRIME AWAY FROM
PUBLIC HOUSING ESTATES.

/* THE GOVERNMENT
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THE GOVERNMENT IS STARTING TO GET RID OF TEMPORARY HOUSING
AREAS AND SQUATTER SETTLEMENTS. BY 1997, EVERYONE LIVING 1IN
A TEMPORARY HOUSING AREA AT THE END OF LAST YEAR WOULD HAVE
HAD AT LEAST ONE OFFER OF REHOUSING. BY MARCH 1996, ALL
URBAN SQUATTERS ON GOVERNMENT LAND WOULD HAVE BEEN OFFERED
REHOUSING.

ON CURBING HIGH PROPERTY PRICES, MR PATTEN SAID A TASK FORCE ON
LAND SUPPLY AND PROPERTY PRICES WAS SET UP TO IDENTIFY HOW THE
GOVERNMENT COULD ASSIST THE PROPERTY SECTOR TO RETURN TO MORE STABLE
PRICES AND MORE ORDERLY TRADING CONDITIONS.

THE TASK FORCE PRODUCED A PACKAGE OF MEASURES DESIGNED TO CURB
SPECULATION, TO ELIMINATE BOTTLENECKS, REDUCE BUREAUCRACY AND ,
JENERALLY, TO IMPROVE THE PRODUCTION OF NEW FLATS IN BOTH THE PRIVATE
AND THE PUBLIC SECTORS.

THESE RECOMMENDATIONS, WHICH WERE ACCEPTED FOR IMMEDIATE
ACTION, INCLUDED PROVISION OF AN EXTRA 70 HECTARES OF LAND FOR HOUSING
BEFORE 1997/98 SUBJECT TO THE AGREEMENT OF THE LAND COMMISSION,
PROVISION OF SUFFICIENT LAND FOR THE PUBLIC HOUSING PROGRAMME, THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF A PROJECT ACTION TEAM TO ATTEND TO PROBLEMS IN THE
PROCESSING OF NEW HOUSING PROJECTS AND THE CREATION OF A NEW POLICY
BRANCH TO BE RESPONSIBLE FOR HOUSING MATTERS.

MR PATTEN SAID THE ANNOUNCEMENT THAT THE GOVERNMENT INTENDED TO
IMPLEMENT THESE RECOMMENDATIONS ENCOURAGED A WELCOME SLACKENING OF THE
PRICE SPIRAL.

"THE BEST LONG-TERM CONTRIBUTION THE GOVERNMENT CAN MAKE TO
ENSURING THAT OUR PEOPLE HAVE ACCESS TO AFFORDABLE HOUSING 1S TO BOOGST
THE SUPPLY OF NEW FLATS TO MATCH DEMAND.

"WE SHALL ACHIEVE OUR GOAL THROUGH PURSUING WELL-MANAGED
INVESTMENT AND CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMMES, TO WHICH THE PRIVATE SECTOR
WILL CONTINUE TO MAKE A MAJOR CONTRIBUTION," HE SAID.

IN ADDITION, THE GOVERNMENT INTENDS TO DO THE FOLLOWING BEFORE
APRIL 2001:

*+ TO HELP THE PRIVATE SECTOR TO PRODUCE 195,000 NEW FLATS (AN
INCREASE OF 15,000 OVER THE PREVIOUS TARGET ) , BY
ACCELERATING THE FORMATION OF SITES AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF
OUR INFRASTRUCTURE; '

TO HELP AN ADDITIONAI 180,000 FAMILIES TO BUY THEIR OWN
HOMES BY PROVIDING SUBSIDISED HOUSING OR FINANCIAL
ASSISTANCE; AND

¥ TO PRODUCE AT LEAST 310,000 NEW FLATS IN THE PUBLIC SECTOR
(AN INCREASE OF 30,000 OVER THE PREVIOUS TARGET).

IN STRESSING THE GOVERNMENT'S COMMITMENT TO HOUSING, MR PATTEN

SAID: "I WANT TO ASSURE THIS COUNCIL THAT THE GOVERNMENT HAS NO HIGHER
PRIORITY THAN MEETING THE COMMUNITY’S HOUSING NEEDS.

/"WE HAVE .
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TIOUS GOALS FOR BOTH THE HOUSING AUTHORITY AND

"WE HAVE SET. AMBI
THE PRIVATE SECTOR.

"] BELIEVE THAT THE PROGRAMME 1 HAVE JUST OUTLINED TO TEIS
COUNCIL OFFERS OUR BEST CHANCE OVER THE LQNG RUN OF STABiEISING 1HE
PRICE CYCLE AND ENABLING MORE FAMILIES TO FIND'THE HODE?N, COMFORTABLE
HOMES THEY EXPECT, AT PRICES AND RENTS THEY CAN AFFORD.
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CATERING FOR NEEDS OF SPECIAL GROUPS IN EDUCATION
¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ X

AS HONG KONG HAS A COMPREHENSIVE SYSTEM OF EDUCATION AT ALL
LEVELS AND STANDARDS ARE RISING, THE GOVERNMENT NOW HAS TO FOCUS ON
THE NEEDS OF SPECIAL GROUPS, THE GOVERNOR, THE RT HON  CHRISTOPHER
PATTEN, SAID TODAY (WEDNESDAY).

IN HIS ANNUAL POLICY ADDRESS TO THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, MR
PATTEN SAID THE SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER WOULD BE
PRESENTING 11 NEW EDUCATION INITIATIVES 1IN HIS 1994 POLICY

COMMITMENTS.

SOME OF THESE INITIATIVES WOULD CATER FOR:THE ‘NEEDS OF SPECIAL
GROUPS. THEY INCLUDED:

THE OFFERING OF BETTER QUALITY FOR THE VERY YOUNGEST
CHILDREN. A SUM OF $163 MILLION WOULD BE SPENT OVER THE NEXT
FOUR YEARS TO IMPROVE THE TRAINING OF KINDERGARTEN TEACHERS.
THE GOVERNMENT WOULD RAISE MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS, AND
PROVIDE ADDITIONAL TRAINING COURSES FOR 1,130 SERVING
KINDERGARTEN TEACHERS.

STUDENTS WITH SEVERE LEARNING PROBLEMS OR WHO LACK
MOTIVATION WOULD BE OFFERED MORE HELP. A SUM OF $340 MILLION
WOULD BE SPENT OVER THE NEXT FIVE YEARS TO BUILD THE SPECIAL
SCHOOLS THEY NEEDED.

THE GOVERNMENT WOULD DO MORE TO HELP STUDENTS WITH LIMITED
FAMILY 'MEANS TO CONTINUE THEIR EDUCATION. AN  EXTRA $325
MILLION IN LOANS AND GRANTS WOULD BE PROVIDED OVER THE NEXT
FOUR YEARS, WHICH WOULD BENEFIT OVER 6,000 STUDENTS IN
UNIVERSITIES, POLYTECHNICS AND COLLEGES.

MR PATTEN ALSO NOTED THAT PROVISION IN EDUCATION WOULD BE
RAISED BY 4.5 PER CENT IN REAL TERMS NEXT YEAR ON TOP OF THIS YEAR'S
RECURRENT EXPENDITURE OF ALMOST $24 BILLION. :

R L e N G2 S
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FURTHER COMMITMENTS TO PROTECTING ENVIRONMENT
¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥

THE GOVERNMENT WILL PREPARE LEGISLATION TO MAKE ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT STUDIES A STATUTORY REQUIREMENT FOR DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS.

THIS WAS SAID TODAY (WEDNESDAY) BY THE GOVERNOR, THE RT HON
CHRISTOPHER PATTEN, [N HIS ANNUAL POLICY ADDRESS TO THE LEGISLATIVE
COUNCIL.

THE LEGISLATION WOULD BE AMONG THE 17 NEW INITIATIVES TO
PROTECT THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE 1994 POLICY COMMITMENTS.

AS FOR OTHER NEW INITIATIVES, MR PATTEN SAID THE BIGGEST SOURCE
OF HARMFUL AIR POLLUTION IN THE URBAN AREAS - DIESEL VEHICLES - WOULD
ALSO BE TACKLED.

THE GOVERNMENT WOULD REQUIRE THE USE OF CLEANER FUEL, STEP LUP
ENFORCEMENT ACTION AGAINST SMOKY VEHICLES AND DEVISE SCHEMES TO
ENCOURAGE A SWITCH TO UNLEADED PETROL, HE SAID.

VEHICLE POLLUTION WAS EXPECTED TO BE CUT BY 20 PER CENT OVER
THE NEXT TWO YEARS, HE ADDED.

ON NOISE POLLUTION, MR PATTEN SAID THERE WOULD BE NEW
RESTRICTIONS FROM NEXT YEAR ON PILING EQUIPMENT AND POWERED MECHANICAL
EQUIPMENT ON CONSTRUCTION SITES.

THE GOVERNMENT WOULD ALSO INTRODUCE LEGISLATION TO REDUCE THE
NUISANCE CAUSED BY NOISY VEHICLES AND BURGLAR- ALARMS ON CARS, HE
ADDED.

MR PATTEN NOTED THAT RECURRENT EXPENDITURE ON THE ENVIRONMENT
WOULD BE INCREASED BY 18 PER CENT IN REAL TERMS NEXT YEAR OVER THIS
YEAR’S PROVISION OF $1.7 BILLION,

PR N

PRESSURE TO BE MAINTAINED ON CRIMINALS
X ¥ ¥ ¥ X

THE GOVERNMENT WILL MAINTAIN THE PRESSURE ON THE CRIMINALS WHO
MENACE HONG KONG'S SECURITY, THE GOVERNOR, THE RT HON CHRISTOPHER
PATTEN, SAID TODAY (WEDNESDAY) IN HIS ANNUAL POLICY ADDRESS.

MR PATTEN TOLD THE LEGI1SLATIVE COUNCIL THAT AN ADDITIONAL 400
POLICE OFFICERS WOULD BE PUT ON THE STREETS NEXT YEAR AND AN EXTRA
80 OFFICERS WOULD BE PROVIDED TO COMBAT TRIADS AND THE TRADE 1IN
NARCOTICS.,

TO PROSECUTE CRIMINALS MORE EFFICIENTLY, THE STAFF OF THE LEGAL
DEPARTMENT'S PROSECUTION DIVISION WOULD BE EXPANDED BY 25 PER CENT
NEXT YEAR, HE ADDED.

MR PATTEN NOTED THAT THE RATE OF VIOLENT CRIME HAD FALLEN FOR
THE THIRD CONSECUTIVE YEAR.

/"THIS IS
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“THIS IS A REMARKABLE ACHIEVEMENT BY OUR POLICE FORCE AND
REFLECTS THE GREATEST CREDIT ON THEIR PROFESSIONALISM," HE SAID.

TO CONTINUE THE BATTLE AGAINST CORRUPTION, MR PATTEN NOTED THAT
AN INDEPENDENT REVIEW COMMITTEE WAS SET UP TO CONSIDER WHETHER THE
SPECIAL POWERS OF THE INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION WERE
STILL APPROPRIATE, NECESSARY AND SUFFICIENT, AND WHETHER ITS - SYSTEMS
OF. ACCOUNTABILITY WERE ADEQUATE.

[T WOULD PRESENT ITS REPORT BY THE END OF THE YEAR, HE SAID.

"IN CONSIDERING THE COMMITTEE’'S RECOMMENDATIONS, THERE CAN BE
NO QUESTION OF RELAXING HONG KONG’S LONG-STANDING INSISTENCE THAT HIGH
ETHICAL STANDARDS MUST  APPLY TO BOTH THE PUBLIC SECTOR AND THE
BUSINESS WORLD," THE GOVERNOR SAID.

RLRET Sy i A

AMBITIOUS PACKAGE TO DEFEND RIGHTS OF INDIVIDUALS
Sl Ll R R

THE GOVERNOR, THE RT HON CHRISTOPHER PATTEN, TODAY (WEDNESDAY)
UNVEILED A COMPREHENSIVE PACKAGE TO BE INTRODUCED OVER THE NEXT 12
MONTHS TO STRENGTHEN THE RIGHTS OF THE INDIVIDUAL AND TO ELIMINATE
DISCRIMINATION. '

FOLLOWING ARE DETAILS OF THE PACKAGE:

#+ THE UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD
WILL BE IMPLEMENTED;

AFTER CONSULTATION WITH THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT , THE
GOVERNMENT PLANS TO EXTEND TO HONG KONG THE UNITED NATTIONS
CONVENTION ON THE ELIMINATION OF ALL: FORMS OF DISCRIMINATION
AGAINST WOMEN (CEDAW);

LEGISLATION WILL BE INTRODUCED TO PROHIBIT SEX
DISCRIMINATION 1IN AREAS SUCH AS EMPLOYMENT, EDUCATION AND
THE PROVISION OF GOODS AND SERVICES. ALSO, LEGISLATION WILL
BE INTRODUCED TO PROHIBIT DISCRIMINATION ON THE GROUNDS OF
DISABILITY;

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES COMMISSTON WILL BE 'SET UP TO OVERSEE
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ANTI-DISCRIMINATION LEGISLATION;

THE GOVERNMENT  WILL INTRODUCE A CODE ON ACCESS TO
[NFORMATION WHICH WILL COVER THE WHOLE OF THE GOVERNMENT ' BY
THE END OF 1996, THE COMMISSIONER FOR ADMINISTRATIVE
COMPLAINTS WILL INVESTIGATE ALLEGATIONS OF FAILURE BY
OFFICLALS TO HONOUR THIS CODE;

LEGISLATION WiLL. BE INTRODUCED BASED ON ESTABLTSHED
INTERNATIONAL PRINCIPLES TO SAFEGUARD THE INDIVIDUAL’S RIGHT

TO THE PRIVACY 'OF PERSONAL DATA, TO' BE ENFORCED BY AN !

INDEPENDENT DATA PROTECTION AGENCY; AND

/* MORE FUNDS
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MORE FUNDS WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE TO ENABLE THE 'JUDICIARY TO
REDUCE COURT WAITING TIMES AND TO IMPROVE ACCESS TO LEGAL

ATD.

IN HIS POLICY ADDRESS TO THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, MR PATTEN
SAID THE COMPREHENSIVE AND AMBITIOUS PROGRAMME WOULD COST $235 MILLION
IN ANNUAL RECURRENT EXPENDITURE.

ON PRESS FREEDOM, HE SAID THE PROGRAMME TO REMOVE THE LEGAL
RESTRICTIONS ON PRESS FREEDOM WOULD BE CONTINUED.

FIFTY-THREE SEPARATE PROVISIONS IN 27 ORDINANCES HAVE BEEN
EXAMINED. OF THESE, THE ADMINISTRATION WILL HAVE TAKEN ACTION. TO AMEND
27 PROVISIONS BY THE END OF THE NEW LEGISLATIVE SESSION.

THIS LEAVES 16 PROVISIONS WHICH IT DOES NOT PROPOSE TO AMEND
BECAUSE THEY EXIST TO PROTECT THE INDIVIDUAL'S RIGHT TO PRIVACY OR THE
PUBLIC INTEREST, HE SAID.

MR PATTEN SAID THE RULE OF LAW WAS ESSENTIAL FOR HONG KONG'S

FUTURE.

FOR THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY IN PARTICULAR, HE SAID THE RULE OF
LAW WAS CRUCIAL.

"WITHOUT IT, THERE IS NO PROTECTION AGAINST CORRUPTION,
NEPOTISM OR EXPROPRIATION.

"ONLY UNDER THE RULE OF LAW ARE BUSINESSMEN GUARANTEED THE
LEVEL PLAYING FIELD AND THE COMPETITIVE ENVIRONMENT WHICH THEY NEED;"

HE SAID.

I 1 o S T

GOVERNMENT AND LEGCO TO STRENGTHEN CO-OPERATION
¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥

THE GOVERNOR, THE RT HON CHRISTOPHER PATTEN, SAID PRACTICAL CO-
OPERATION BETWEEN THE ADMINISTRATION AND THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL COULD
BE STRENGTHENED BY PRESENTING MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL WITH A' "STATEMENT
QUTLINING THE MAIN ITEMS OF LEGISLATION ON WHICH THE GOVERNMENT WOULD
SEEK THEIR SUPPORT.

TOGETHER - WITH THE POLICY SPEECH, THE GOVERNMENT PUBLISHES A
SUMMARY OF .THE PRINCIPAL LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS WHICH IT PLANS TO
INTRODUCE IN THE CURRENT SESSION.

"1 WANT TO EMPHASISE THAT THIS LEGISLATIVE PROGRAMME IS NOT AN
EXHAUSTIVE LIST, AND IT WILL, OF COURSE, BE SUBJECT TO ADJUSTMENT.

"MEMBERS WILL FIND,THAT THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL HAS:X ANOTHER
YEAR OF CHALLENGING LEGISLATIVE WORK AHEAD," HE SAID.

UNDER THE HONG KONG SYSTEM, IT IS THE GOVERNMENT'S ROLE TO PUT
ITS LEGISLATIVE AND EXPENDITURE PROPOSALS TO THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,
BUT THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL ALONE HAS THE POWER TO DECIDE WHETHER
THESE PROPOSALS WILL BECOME LAW OR RECEIVE FUNDING.

/MR PATTEN
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MR PATTEN SAID GIVEN THIS BACKGROUND, IT WAS REMARKABLE TO HNOTE
HOW WELI, THE SYSTEM HAD WORKED IN PRACTICE.

OVER THE LAST 10 YEARS, THE NUMBER OF BILLS APPROVED BY THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL HAS INCREASED BY 17 PER CENT.

THE NUMBER OF QUESTIONS RAISED BRY MEMBERS HAS INCREASED BY
200 PER CENT.

THE NUMBER OF LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL SESSIONS T0O HANDLE THE
ADDITIONAL WORK HAS INCREASED BY 44 PER CENT.

"PRACTICE HAS SHOWN THAT ACCOUNTABILITY OILS THE WHEELS OF OUR
CONSTITUTION. HONG KONG GETS THE LEGISLATION IT NEEDS, AND THE
GOVERNMENT 1S GIVEN THE RESOURCES IT REQUIRES TO DELIVER THE SERVICES
WHICH THE COMMUNITY WANTS.

"THE SYSTEM WORKS, AND THERE IS NO CONFLICT BETWEEN THE CONCEPT
OF ACCOUNTABLE GOVERNMENT AND THAT OF EXECUTIVE-LED GOVERNMENT," HE
SAID.

i N

GOVERNMENT WORKS FOR SUCCESS OF LEGCO ELECTIONS
¥ r k3

THE GOVERNMENT WILL TAKE UP AN IMMEDIATE TASK TO MAKE A SUCCESS
OF NEXT YEAR'S LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL ELECTIONS, THE GOVERNOR, THE RT HON
CHRISTOPHER PATTEN, SAID TODAY (WEDNESDAY).

A RECORD NUMBER OF VOTERS - 2.45 MILLIOCN -  HAVE BEEN
REGISTERED.

THE GOVERNMENT PLANS TO SPEND $102 MILLION ON NEXT YEAR'S
REGISTRATION EXERCISE AND $31 MILLION ON PROMOTING NEXT YEAR’S

ELECTIONS.

ADDRESSING THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, MR PATTEN SAID IN THE LAST
RESORT, THE SUCCESS OR FAILURE OF THE ELECTIONS WOULD NOT DEPEND ON
THE GOVERNMENT OR THE AMOUNT OF PUBLIC MONEY IT SPENT ON THEM.

"THE ELECTIONS CAN ONLY BE COUNTED A SUCCESS IF WE END UP WITH
A LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL WHOSE MEMBERS COMMAND THE COMMUNITY'S RESPECT.

"HONG KONG WILL ACHIEVE THIS GOAL ONLY IF WE HAVE PUBLIC-
SPIRITED MEN AND WOMEN OF THE RIGHT CALIBRE TO STAND FOR ELECTION AND
IF THE POLITICAL PARTIES OFFER A GENUINE CHOICE OF BOTH INDIVIDUAL
CANDIDATES AND PARTY PROGRAMMES," HE SAID.

HE WAS CONFIDENT ‘''HAT [F HONG KONG PEOPLE WISHED THE
INSTITUTIONS OF A FREE AND PLURAL SOCIETY TO SURVIVE, WHATEVER THE
OCCASIONAL THREATS OF TURBULENCE, THEY WOULD DO SO.

"CINIC CONSCIOUSNESS AND RESPONSIBILITY, AND PUBLIC
PARTICIPATION IN RUNNING THE COMMUNITY’S AFFAIRS, ARE HERE TO STAY."

/MR PATTEN .......
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MR PATTEN BELIEVED A DECISIVE MAJORITY IN THE LEGISLATIVE
COUNCIL AND THE COMMUNITY WOULD LIKE TO SEE THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TO
BE ELECTED IN SEPTEMBER 1995 SERVE ITS FULL TERM THROUGH TO 1999.

THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT HAS STATED THAT THAT LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
CANNOT CONTINUE BEYOND JUNE 30, 1997 AND THAT THERE WILL HAVE TO BE
NEW ELECTIONS.

"WE HAVE NEVER DISPUTED CHINA'S POWER TO DISSOLVE AND THEN
RECONSTITUTE THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL IN 1997.

"BUT WE HAVE MADE CLEAR THAT WE DO NOT THINK THERE IS ANY GOOD
REASON TO DO SO.

"AS I SAY, WE REGRET THAT AN AGREEMENT WITH CHINA ON THIS ISSUE
WAS NOT POSSIBLE BUT THE TIME HAS COME TO DRAW A LINE UNDER THE
DEBATE," HE SAID.

MR PATTEN SAID EARLIER THIS YEAR, THE GOVERNMENT HAD SETTLED
HONG KONG'S ELECTORAL ARRANGEMENTS, THOUGH, ALAS, NOT BY AGREEMENT
WITH CHINA.

THE COMMUNITY DECIDED THAT IT WANTED FAIR AND OPEN ELECTIONS
AND CREDIBLE INSTITUTIONS OF REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT, HE SAID.

THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL PASSED INTO LAW THE GOVERNMENT'S
PROPOSALS TO MEET THE COMMUNITY'S EXPECTATIONS.

"LAST MONTH'’S DISTRICT BOARD ELECTIONS WERE CLEAR EVIDENCE THAT
THE COMMUNITY DOES VALUE ITS VIGOROUS AND CREDIBLE POLITICAL
INSTITUTIONS.

"THE ELECTIONS WERE HELD IN AN ORDERLY AND RESPONSIBLE FASHION.
THEY DID NO DAMAGE TO HONG KONG’S STABILITY. QUITE THE REVERSE," HE
SAID.

B I T S

PROSPERITY BUOYED BY ECONOMIC CHANGES IN CHINA
¥ X X ¥ X

HONG KONG'’S PROSPERITY DURING THE FIRST DECADE OF THE
TRANSITION TO 1997 HAS BEEN BUOYED BY THE DRAMATIC CHANGES WHICH HAVE
BEEN TAKING PLACE IN CHINA, WHERE ECONOMIC MODERNISATION HAS CREATED A
WEALTH OF BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES FOR HONG KONG, THE GOVERNOR, THE RT
HON CHRISTOPHER PATTEN, SAID 1IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY
{WEDNESDAY ) .

HE NOTED THAT:

¥ HONG KONG'S TRADE WITH CHINA HAS GROWN BY AN ASTOUNDING
OF OVER 500 PER CENT IN REAL TERMS.

CHINA IS NOW HONG KONG'S LARGEST TRADING PARTNER,

LARGEST MARKET FOR THE TERRITORY'S EXPORTS AND
BIGGEST SUPPLIER OF THE TERRITORY'S IMPORTS.

/* CHINA IS
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¥ CHINA IS NOW THE BIGGEST INVESTOR IN HONG KONG, AND HONG
KONG IS THE BIGGEST INVESTOR IN CHINA.

MR PATTEN SAID THE MAIN THREAT TO THIS VITAL RELATIONSHIP HAD
BEEN EXTERNAL, THE THREAT OF SANCTIONS OR OTHER RESTRICTIONS BEING

IMPOSED ON CHINA.

"I DO NOT NEED TO REMIND THIS COUNCIL THAT PRESIDENT CLINTON’S
BRAVE DECISION EARLIER THIS YEAR TO SEPARATE RENEWAL OF CHINA'S MOST
FAVOURED NATION TRADING STATUS FROM NON-TRADE ISSUES WAS OF - VITAL

IMPORTANCE TO HONG KONG.

"ANYTHING WHICH DISRUPTS THE TRADING RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN OUR
TWO LARGEST TRADING PARTNERS WOULD BE BAD NEWS FOR HONG KONG."

AS A MATTER OF PRINCIPLE, HONG KONG BELIEVES THAT TRADE ISSUES
SHOULD BE TACKLED STRICTLY ON THEIR OWN MERITS AND THAT THERE ARE
OTHER, MORE EFFECTIVE AVENUES TO DISCUSS ISSUES SUCH AS HUMAN RIGHTS,

THE GOVERNOR SAILD.

"WE SHALL GO ON DEVELOPING OUR TRADING LINKS WITH CHINA IN THE
REMAINING YEARS OF THE TRANSITION AND HONG KONG, TOGETHER WITH
BRITAIN, WILL GO ON SUPPORTING CHINA’'S RE-ENTRY TO THE GATT AND ITS
RIGHT TO FOUNDER MEMBERSHIP IN THE GATT’S SUCCESSOR BODY, THE WORLD
TRADE ORGANISATION.

"LET ME SAY AGAIN WHAT 1 HAVE SAID MANY TIMES BEFORE. AN
INCREASINGLY PROSPEROUS AND SUCCESSFUL CHINA IS GOOD NEWS FOR HONG
KONG, GOOD NEWS FOR THE REGION, AND VERY GOOD NEWS FOR THE WORLD," HE
SAID.

s T L T

DEVELOPING TIES WITH CHINA
¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ x

THE GOVERNMENT ATTACHES THE HIGHEST IMPORTANCE TO THE TASEKE OF
BUILDING UP THE RELATIONSHIPS OF ITS POLICY BRANCHES AND DEPARTMENTS
WITH THEIR CHINESE COUNTERPARTS, THE GOVERNOR, THE RT HON CHRISTOPHER
PATTEN, SAID IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY).

VIRTUALLY EVERY PART OF THE ADMINISTRATION HAS DEVELOPED TIES
WITH THEIR COLLEAGUES IN CHINA - THE FUTURE SOVEREIGN POWER - AT BOTH
THE CENTRAL AND THE LOCAL LEVELS, HE SAID.

MR PATTEN SAID AT THE FORMAL LEVEL, THE CONTINUING CONTACTS
WERE BY NOW FAR TOO EXTENSIVE FOR HIM TO REPORT IN DETAIL TO THE
COUNCIL.

OFFERING EXAMPLES OF THE MAIN CATEGORIES INTO WHICH THEY FELL,
HE SAID:
¥ THERE LS A WIDE RANGE OF CONTACTS BETWEEN POLICE,
IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS OFFICIALS TO DEAL WITH CROSS-BORDER
CRIME AND TO STRENGTHEN OUR SECURITY.

/* WE CO-OPERATE
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WE CO-OPERATE CLOSELY ON BORDER-RELATED TRADE AND TRANSPORT
MATTERS, INCLUDING AVIATION, RAIL AND ROAD TRAFFIC, POSTAL
SERVICES, WATER SUPPLIES AND THE SAFETY OF FOOD IMPORTS ALL
ESSENTIAL TO THE WELL-BEING AND CONVENIENCE OF THE
COMMUNITY.

WE HAVE ESTABLISHED BILATERAL CO-OPERATION BETWEEN THE
REGULATORY AUTHORITIES RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SECURITIES
MARKETS TO REINFORCE THE STABILITY AND INTEGRITY OF OUR
FINANCIAL SYSTEM. IN ADDITION, THERE ARE REGULAR CONTACTS
BETWEEN OUR BANKING AUTHORITIES.

THERE IS A HOST OF TRAINING PROGRAMMES, SEMINARS AND
BRIEFING VISITS TO ALLOW BOTH HONG KONG AND CHINESE
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS TO EXCHANGE EXPERIENCE AND EXPERTISE ON
A VAST VARIETY OF TOPICS, RANGING FROM AUDIT WORK TO FIRE-

FIGHTING.

HE SAID: "THERE ARE LITERALLY HUNDREDS OF THESE WORKING-LEVEL
MEETINGS AND CONTACTS EVERY YEAR. THESE HAVE GIVEN OUR OWN OFFICIALS
EXPERIENCE OF WORKING WITH THEIR CHINESE COLLEAGUES TO TACKLE PROBLEMS
OF COMMON CONCERN. THIS IS OF GREAT IMPORTANCE TO A SMOOTH TRANSITION.

"THESE TIES WILL CONTINUE TO DEVELOP. THEY HAVE THE GREAT MERIT
OF BEING A TRIED AND TESTED APPROACH, WITH OFFICIALS FROM BOTH SIDES
WORKING TOGETHER TO FIND PRACTICAL SOLUTIONS TO SHARED PROBLEMS.

"THE NEXT STAGE MUST BE TO DISCUSS WITH THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT
FURTHER MEASURES TO EXPAND CONTACTS BETWEEN OUR CIVIL SERVICES |IN
PREPARATION FOR 1997," HE SAID.

PO L Of s

IMPRESSIVE RECORD SINCE 1984
¥ X X %X X

DECLARING THAT "HONG KONG IS A WINNER", THE GOVERNOR, THE RT
HON CHRISTOPHER PATTEN, SAID TODAY (WEDNESDAY) THAT WHATEVER
INDICATORS ARE LOOKED AT, HONG KONG'S PERFORMANCE IN THE PAST DECADE
HAS BEEN IMPRESSIVE, AND BY THE STANDARDS OF MOST OF THE DEVELOPED
WORLD, IT HAS BEEN SPECTACULAR.

NOTING THAT 10 YEARS HAD PASSED SINCE THE SIGNING OF THE JOINT
DECLARATION, MR PATTEN SAID EXACTLY 1,000 DAYS REMAINED OF BRITISH
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF HONG KONG.

HE SAID: "WE ARE THUS THREE-QUARTERS OF THE WAY THROUGH THE
TRANSITION, A GOOD MOMENT TO TAKE STOCK OF WHAT HAS BEEN ACHIEVED AND
OF WHAT STILL REMAINS TO BE DONE.

"OUR FIRST DUTY, TO QUOTE FROM THE JOINT DECLARATION, HAS BEEN
'MAINTAINING AND PRESERVING THE ECONOMIC PROSPERITY AND SOCTIAL
STABILITY OF HONG KONG’.

"THIS PHRASE HAS BEEN QUOTED SO OFTEN IN THE PAST 10 YEARS THAT
IT IS IN DANGER OF BECOMING A CLICHE."

/BUT BACK
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BUT BACK IN 1984, THE MAINTENANCE OF HONG KONG’S PROSPERITY AND
STABILITY LOOKED TO SOME LIKE A PRETTY TALL ORDER, MR PATTEN SAID.

"THERE WERE MANY WHO DOUBTED OUR ABILITY TO DISCHARGE THIS
RESPONSIBILITY. THERE WERE DIRE PREDICTIONS OF ECONOMIC DISRUPTION AND
EVEN OF SOCIAL DISOCRDER. THERE WAS NO SHORTAGE OF COMMENTATORS WHO
LOOKED ON THE JOINT DECLARATION AS A DEAD-END, WHO REFUSED TO
RECOGNISE THE RESILIENCE OF THE PEOPLE OF HONG KONG AND THEIR
DETERMINATION TO SEIZE THE OPPORTUNITIES CREATED BY THE JOINT
DECLARATION.

"WELL, THOSE WHO PROPHESIED NOTHING BUT TROUBLE AHEAD, AND
THOSE WHO PREDICTED THE PAINFUL DECLINE OF HONG KONG'S WAY OF LIFE,
HAVE BEEN PROVED WRONG."

ON THE ECONOMY, MR PATTEN SAID THAT SINCE 1984:

¥ LIVING STANDARDS FOR THE WHOLE COMMUNITY HAVE IMPROVED
DRAMATICALLY. TOTAL GDP HAS GROWN BY 79 PER CENT IN REAL
TERMS, AND IN TERMS OF GDP PER PERSON, WE NOW RANK 17TH 1IN
THE WORLD INSTEAD OF 28TH, AS WE WERE IN 1984;

THE VALUE OF OUR FOREIGN TRADE HAS INCREASED BY ABOUT 350
PER CENT 1IN REAL TERMS. IN 1984, HONG KONG WAS THE 13TH
LARGEST TRADING ECONOMY IN THE WORLD; WE ARE NOW EIGHTH AND
RISING;

WE HAVE MADE THE TRANSITION FROM A MANUFACTURING BASE TO AN
INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS CENTRE, WITH LABOUR PRODUCTIVITY
RISING 54 PER CENT IN THE PROCESS. THE SERVICE SECTOR NOW
GENERATES ABOUT 75 PER CENT OF OUR GDP AND PROVIDES 70 PER
CENT OF TOTAL EMPLOYMENT.

MR PATTEN SAID THE INDICES OF SOCIAL STABILITY WERE JUST AS
IMPRESSIVE AS THE ECONOMIC STATISTICS. SINCE 1984:

¥ REAL EARNINGS HAVE RISEN BY 66 PER CENT, WHILE UNEMPLOYMENT
HAS FALLEN FROM ALMOST FOUR PER CENT TO UNDER TWO PER CENT;

THE OVERALL CRIME RATE HAS FALLEN BY 10 PER CENT AND THE
RATE OF VIOLENT CRIME BY SEVEN PER CENT;

THE PROPORTION OF FLATS WHICH ARE OWNER-OCCUPIED HAS
INCREASED FROM 31 PER CENT TO 48 PER CENT;

THE PROPORTION OF YOUNG PEOPLE IN THE RELEVANT AGE GROUP
ABLE TO STUDY FOR A DEGREE HAS INCREASED FROM 3 PER CENT TO
18 PER CENT.

"I COULD REEL OFF A GREAT MANY MORE STATISTICS, BUT 1 WOULD
ONLY BE TELLING HONOURABLE MEMBERS WHAT THEY KNOW ALREADY. THE PAST
DECADE HAS BEEN ONE OF ASTONISHING ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL ACHIEVEMENT FOR
HONG KONG. HONG KONG IS A WINNER," HE SAID.

s e M
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NOT RIGHT FOR CIVIL SERVANTS TO ATTEND PWC MEETINGS
¥ ¥ ¥ X X

THE GOVERNOR, THE RT HON CHRISTOPHER PATTEN, TOLD THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY) HE DID NOT BELIEVE IT WOULD BE
RIGHT FOR HONG KONG CIVIL SERVANTS TO ATTEND FORMAL MEETINGS OF THE
PRELIMINARY WORKING COMMITTEE OR ITS SUB-GROUPS.

HE NOTED THAT CIVIL SERVANTS DID HAVE CONTACTS NOT ONLY WITH
CHINESE GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS BUT ALSO WITH MEMBERS OF OFFICIAL BODIES
LIKE THE NATIONAL PEOPLE’S CONGRESS, WITH HONG KONG AFFAIRS ADVISERS
AND WITH MEMBERS OF THE PRELIMINARY WORKING COMMITTEE.

ON CONTACTS WITH THE PRELIMINARY WORKING COMMITTEE, HE SAID THE
COMMITTEE WAS DISTINCT FROM THE PREPARATORY COMMITTEE. IT WAS NOT ONE
OF THE INSTITUTIONS ESTABLISHED BY THE JOINT DECLARATION OR THE BASIC
LAW; IT WAS AN ADVISORY BODY OF THE NATIONAL PEOPLE’S CONGRESS.

"THERE 1S THEREFORE NO FORMAL RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE
ADMINISTRATION AND THE PRELIMINARY WORKING COMMITTEE.

"BUT, AS I HAVE SAID TO THIS COUNCIL BEFORE, THAT DOES NOT MEAN
THERE CAN BE NO CONTACT.

"THERE IS NO BAN ON CONTACTS WITH PRELIMINARY WORKING COMMITTEE
MEMBERS. THAT WOULD NOT BE SENSIBLE OR REALISTIC. HONG KONG GOVERNMENT
OFFICIALS ALREADY PROVIDE INFORMATION TO HONG KONG MEMBERS OF THE
PRELIMINARY WORKING COMMITTEE.

"I VERY MUCH HOPE THAT CONTACTS WILL CONTINUE AND WILL BE
HELPFUL TO THESE MEMBERS IN PREPARING THEMSELVES FOR THEIR MEETINGS.

"I DO NOT BELIEVE IT WOULD BE RIGHT FOR HONG KONG CIVIL
SERVANTS TO ATTEND FORMAL MEETINGS OF THE PRELIMINARY WORKING
COMMITTEE OR ITS SUB-GROUPS.

"THERE CAN BE NO SUBSTITUTE FOR THE WORK WHICH CAN ONLY TAKE
PLACE BETWEEN THE TWO SOVEREIGN GOVERNMENTS IN THE JOINT LIAISON
GROUP.

“"BUT CONTACTS WITH THE PRELIMINARY WORKING COMMITTEE ALONG THE
LINES I HAVE DESCRIBED ARE USEFUL AND I AM HAPPY FOR THEM TO TAKE
PLACE," HE SAID.
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JLG STILL HAS FORMIDABLE VOLUME OF WORK
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A FORMIDABLE VOLUME OF WORK REMAINS TO BE DONE .IN THE JOINT
LIAISON GROUP IN THE 1,000 DAYS BEFORE 1997, THE GOVERNOR, THE RT HON
CHRISTOPHER PATTEN, SAID IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY ) .

"WE WILL CONTINUE TO IMPRESS ON OUR CHINESE COLLEAGUES THE
URGENCY OF THE TASK AND OUR WILLINGNESS TO CO-OPERATE FULLY WITH CHINA
TO ACCOMPLISH THAT TASK," HE SAID.

MR PATTEN SAID THE NEW BRITISH AMBASSADOR TO CHINA, SIR LEONARD
APPLEYARD, HAD CARRIED WITH HIM JUST SUCH A MESSAGE FROM THE BRITISH
GOVERNMENT WHEN HE TOOK UP HIS POST IN PEKING LAST MONTH.

THE FOREIGN SECRETARY, MR DOUGLAS HURD, HAD ALSO STRESSED THE
IMPORTANCE OF FINDING NEW WAYS TO GIVE IMPETUS TO THE WORK OF THE
JOINT LIAISON GROUP DURING HIS MEETING WITH CHINA’S VICE-PREMIER, MR
QIAN QICHEN, IN NEW YORK LAST WEEK.

"WE HAVE INDICATED TO THE CHINESE SIDE OUR WILLINGNESS TO
EXPLORE FURTHER WITH THEM WHETHER THERE ARE INFORMAL WAYS IN WHICH
THIS CAN BE ACHIEVED, PERHAPS BY EXPANDING THE POOL OF EXPERTISE ON
WHICH THE JOINT LIAISON GROUP CAN DRAW.

"MEMBERS OF THE PRELIMINARY WORKING COMMITTEE FOR EXAMPLE MAY
BE ABLE TO CONTRIBUTE TO THIS PROCESS. WE WOULD WELCOME THAT.

"WHAT IS CLEAR IS THAT FAILURE TO SETTLE THE OUTSTANDING ISSUES
BEFORE 1997 WILL COMPROMISE HONG KONG’S FUTURE STABILITY AND
PROSPERITY. THIS IS EXACTLY WHAT THE JOINT LIAISON GROUP WAS
ESTABLISHED TO PREVENT," HE SAID.

MR PATTEN SAID THERE WAS PRECIOUS LITTLE TO BE SAID FOR WASTING
TIME AND BREATH ON PUBLIC RECRIMINATION ABOUT WHO WAS MOST TO BLAME
FOR THE SNAIL’S PACE OF JOINT LIAISON GROUP WORK.

"WHAT IS IMPORTANT IS HONG KONG'S FUTURE. AND IT IS THAT WHICH
IS THREATENED BY THE SLUGGISH PROGRESS MADE IN THE JOINT LIAISON
GROUP."

IT IS THE PEOPLE OF HONG KONG WHO WILL PAY FOR A FAILURE TO
COMPLETE THE JOINT LIAISON GROUP'S AGENDA BY 1997, HE SAID.

"7T0O LEAVE UNCERTAINTY ABOUT HONG KONG’S LAWS, UNCERTAINTY ABOUT
RIGHTS OF RESIDENCE AND ABOUT TRAVEL DOCUMENTS, UNCERTAINTY ABOUT AIR
SERVICES AGREEMENTS AND UNCERTAINTY ABOUT ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE RETURN
OF FUGITIVE OFFENDERS WILL DO NOTHING TO INSPIRE CONFIDENCE IN HONG
KONG'S FUTURE.

"IF HONG KONG IS TO GET OFF TO THE BEST POSSIBLE START AS A
SPECIAL ADMINISTRATIVE REGION AND TO CONTINUE TO MAKE A FULL
CONTRIBUTION TO CHINA’S ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, WE MUST REMOVE THESE
UNCERTAINTIES."
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AIRPORT FINANCING STILL TO BE RESOLVED
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THE GOVERNOR, THE RT HON CHRISTOPHER PATTEN, IN THE LEGISLATIVE
COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY) SET OUT EXAMPLES OF ISSUES STILL TO BE
RESOLVED IN THE JOINT LIAISON GROUP.

THOUGH THERE HAD BEEN SUCCESS IN THE PAST 10 YEARS, MUCH MORE
REMAINED TO BE DONE, AND MR PATTEN CITED THE FOLLOWING:

¥ AFTER MORE THAN THREE YEARS OF DISCUSSIONS ON OUR NEW
AIRPORT SINCE THE SIGNING OF THE 1991 MEMORANDUM OF
UNDERSTANDING, WE HAVE STILL NOT BEEN ABLE TO CONCLUDE AN
AGREEMENT ON THE FINANCING ARRANGEMENTS. WITH THE SUPPORT OF
THIS COUNCIL, WE HAVE NEVERTHELESS ROLLED OUR SLEEVES UP AND
GOT ON WITH THE JOB OF BUILDING AN AIRPORT FOR THE 218T
CENTURY.

DESPITE YEARS OF TALKS, THE JOINT LIAISON GROUP HAS MADE
ONLY LIMITED PROGRESS ON THE REMAINING AIR SERVICES
AGREEMENTS WHICH WILL ALLOW THE WORLD’S AIRLINES TO FLY TO

HONG KONG AFTER 1997.

WE NEED TO ‘EASE CONCERNS IN THE COMMUNITY BY REACHING
AGREEMENTS ON THE RIGHT OF ABODE. WE ALSO NEED TO ENSURE
THAT WE MAXIMISE THE EASE AND FREEDOM OF TRAVEL OF HONG KONG
PEOPLE IN THE FUTURE.

WE HAVE STILL NOT BEEN ABLE TO REACH AN AGREEMENT ON THE
DEVELOPMENT OF CONTAINER TERMINAL 9 FOR REASONS WHICH HAVE
WORRYING IMPLICATIONS FOR THE TERRITORY'S FUTURE AS AN
INTERNATIONAL CENTRE FOR BUSINESS. WHILE WE MARK TIME ON
THIS PROJECT, THE SHIPPING BUSINESS GOES ELSEWHERE.

WE HAVE MADE ONLY SLOW PROGRESS ON THE VITAL ISSUES OF THE
LOCALISATION AND ADAPTATION OF LAWS. THE LOCALISATION OF
SOME 89 UNITED KINGDOM ENACTMENTS STILL NEEDS TO BE AGREED,
AND WE WILL HAVE TO WORK THROUGH THE 600 LOCAL ORDINANCES
AND 1000 PIECES OF SUBSIDIARY LEGISLATION IN THE ADAPTATION
EXERCISE. AND WE HAVE TO TAKE FORWARD THE ESTABLISHMENT OF
THE COURT OF FINAL APPEAL.

MR PATTEN NOTED THAT THE BRITISH AND CHINESE SIDES HAD HELD 30
PLENARY MEETINGS OF THE JOINT LIAISON GROUP AND HUNDREDS OF MEETINGS
AT EXPERT LEVEL.

AMONG THE SUCCESSES OF THE PAST DECADE, THE TWO SIDES HAVE
REACHED AGREEMENT:

ON DEFENCE LANDS, UNDER WHICH 140 HECTARES OF LAND WORTH UP
TO $65 BILLION WILL BE RELEASED TO THE GOVERNMENT TO PROVIDE
MORE HOUSING, SCHOOLS, PARKS AND COMMUNITY FACILITIES,

ON A COMMON APPROACH TO EIGHT IMPORTANT  FRANCHISES,
CONTRACTS AND LICENCES WHICH WILL CONTINUE BEYOND 1997,
[INCLUDING THE SCHEME OF CONTROL AGREEMENTS FOR OUR TWO POWER
COMPANIES;

/* ON HONG ...
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ON HONG KONG’S CONTINUED PARTICIPATION IN 29 INTERNATIONAL
ORGANISATIONS, INCLUDING THE GATT;

ON THE CONTINUED APPLICATION TO HONG KONG OF 161 MULTI-
LATERAL TREATIES,;

ON LOCALISING 56 UNITED KINGDOM ENACTMENTS COVERING SUCH
TOPICS AS SHIPPING AND AVIATION; AND

* ON NINE INVESTMENT PROMOTION AND PROTECTION AGREEMENTS.

"I THINK THIS PARTIAL CATALOGUE OF WHAT HAS BEEN ACHIEVED
DEMONSTRATES THAT WE ALREADY HAVE THE NECESSARY DIPLOMATIC MACHINERY
TO HANDLE COMPLEX AND SOMETIMES CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES.

"THE EXAMPLES I HAVE QUOTED ALSO SHOW THAT IT IS POSSIBLE TO
DEVELOP THE MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING NECESSARY TO CEMENT IN PLACE THE
BUILDING BLOCKS FOR HONG KONG’S CONTINUED STABILITY AND PROSPERITY
AFTER 1997," HE SAID.

e R T e S

A FRAMEWORK FOR CO-OPERATION
¥ X X X X :

A "SENSIBLE AND REASONABLE FRAMEWORK" FOR MUTUAL CO-OPERATION
WITH THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT OVER THE NEXT 1,000 DAYS WAS OUTLINED BY
THE GOVERNOR, THE RT HON CHRISTOPHER PATTEN, IN THE LEGISLATIVE

COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY).

"WE ALONE CANNOT ENSURE A SMOOTH TRANSITION. THIS WILL REQUIRE
THE FULL CO-OPERATION OF THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT," HE SAID.

NEITHER THE HONG KONG GOVERNMENT NOR THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT BY
THEMSELVES CAN ENSURE COMPLETION OF THE JOINT LIAISON GROUP’S
FORMIDABLE AGENDA, HE ADDED.

MR PATTEN SAID HOW CO-OPERATION MIGHT BE ENHANCED WAS A MAJOR
SOURCE OF DISCUSSION BETWEEN THE FOREIGN SECRETARY, MR DOUGLAS HURD,
AND THE CHINESE VICE-PREMIER, MR QIAN QICHEN, IN NEW YORK LAST WEEK.

THE PRACTICAL APPROACH ADOPTED SOUGHT TO CREATE THE MOST
CONSTRUCTIVE BASIS FOR A SMOOTH TRANSFER OF GOVERNMENT AND FOR
SECURING HONG KONG'S CONTINUED SUCCESS.

IT WAS A HONG KONG APPROACH TO A HONG KONG PROBLEM. HE SAID:

* FIRST, WHEN THE NATIONAL PEOPLE’S CONGRESS ESTABLISHES THE
PREPARATORY COMMITTEE 1IN 1996, WE WILL WANT TO BE 1IN A
POSITION TO GIVE, IN AN AGREED WAY, THE IMMEDIATE AND
PRACTICAL HELP THAT THE COMMITTEE MAY REQUIRE IN ITS WORK OF
PREPARING FOR THE SPECTAL ADMINISTRATIVE REGION’S FUTURE
GOVERNMENT .

WHEN THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE DESIGNATE IS CHOSEN, THE HONG KONG
GOVERNMENT IS READY TO PROVIDE EVERY POSSIBLE SUPPORT TO
THIS OFFICIAL IN PREPARING TO TAKE UP RESPONSIBILITY FOR
HONG KONG'S ADMINISTRATION IN 1997.

/* THE HONG
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THE HONG KONG GOVERNMENT WILL ALSO OFFER WHATEVER ASSISTANCE
IS NEEDED TO THE MEN AND WOMEN WHO MAY BE DESIGNATED AS
FUTURE MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL OR AS PRINCIPAL
OFFICIALS OF THE FUTURE SPECIAL ADMINISTRATIVE REGION
GOVERNMENT .

IN 1997, THE PEOPLE'S LIBERATION ARMY WILL ASSUME
RESPONSIBILITY FOR HONG KONG 'S DEFENCE. IN THE MEANTIME, THE
OUTGOING BRITISH GARRISON WILL OFFER ITS FULL O-OPERATION
WITH THE CHINESE MILITARY AUTHORITIES TO ENSURE A SMOOTH
HANDOVER OF DEFENCE RESPONSIBILITIES.

WE SHALL ALSO BE HAPPY TO BEGIN DISCUSSIONS WHENEVER CHINA
WISHES TO DO SO ON THE ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE CEREMONIES TO
MARK IN AN APPROPRIATELY DIGNIFIED WAY THE TRANSFER OF
SOVEREIGNTY IN 1997,

MR PATTEN SAID THESE MEASURES WERE A FIRM COMMITMENT TO DOING
EVERYTHING THAT COULD BE DONE TO Gl VE THE NEW ADMINISTRATION THE BEST
POSSIBLE START.

BEFORE OUTLINING HIS FRAMEWORK, MR PATTEN SAID THAT [N THE
EFFORTS TO SECURE CLOSER CO-OPER ATION, HE KNEW THAT THE COUNCIL, AND
THE ENTIRE COMMUNITY, HOPED THAT "WE WILL BE ABLE TO LOOK BEYOND 'HE
AGENDA OF THE JOINT LIAISON GR! YUp" .

4 APPROACH THE SEARCH FOR GREATER CO-OPERATION WITH THE
PRACTICAL ATTITUDE.

"oUR EXPERIENCE DURING THE 10 YEARS SINGE 1984 PLAINL
THAT WHENEVER HONG KONG HAS BEEN ABLE TO GET ON WITH THE JOE, &
ACHIEVED OUTSTANDING RESULTS, AS I HAVE ALREADY DESCRIBED
DETAIL THIS AFTERNOO}

"HONG KONG'S PERFORMANCE HAS ONLY BEEN LESS IMPRESS
THERE HAVE BEEN PROTRACTED DISCUSSIONS ON STRAIGHTFORWARD 1SSU}
OUGHT TO HAVE BEEN DECIDED PROMPTLY ON THEIR FINANCIAL
MERITS.

"g0 WHAT MORE CAN WE DO TO ACHIEVE THE RATE OF PROGRESS WE
TO MAKE A OF THE TRANSITION? FOR ITS PART, THE HONG
GOVERNMENT WILL MAKE AVAILABLE WHATEVER RESOURCES ARE NEEDEI
SUPPORT AND SPEED UP THE WORK OF THE JOINT LTAISON GROUP.

GOOD START FINANCIALLY FOR SAR
¥ %X ¥ X X

THE SPECIAL ADMINISTRA T'TVE REGION GOVERNMENT IS ALREADY ASSURED
OF A GOOD START [N FINANCIAL TERMS, THE GOVERNOR, THE RT HON
CHRISTOPHER PATTEN, SA ID IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY).

HE SAID IT HAD BEEN FORECAST TN THE LAST BUDGET THAT THE FISCAL

PESERVES WOULD BE $120 BILLION AT THE END OF 1996-97.
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THE FISCAL RESERVES, TOGETHER WITH THE EXCHANGE FUND'S ASSETS,
WILL OF COURSE BE HANDED OVER IN 1997.

"WE ARE PREPARED TO CO-OPERATE FULLY WITH THE CHINESE
GOVERNMENT IN IDENTIFYING THE PRACTICAL ARRANGEMENTS UNDER WHICH THESE
ASSETS WILL BE TRANSFERRED IN 1997.

"IN ADDITION, WE WILL PREPARE A LIST OF THE HONG KONG
GOVERNMENT'S PROPERTY ASSETS FOR THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT," HE SAID.

THE GOVERNMENT WANTS TO LAY FIRM FOUNDATIONS FOR THE FUTURE
ADMINISTRATION IN FRAMING ITS CURRENT INFRASTRUCTURAL PLANS. IT MAKES
NO SENSE TO DRAFT PLANS FOR HONG KONG'S INFRASTRUCTURE AND DEVELOPMENT
IN ISOLATION FROM GUANGDONG AND THE REST OF CHINA.

"WE WILL BE RESPONDING TO VALUABLE SUGGESTIONS FROM CHINESE
OFFICIALS TO IMPROVE THE ARRANGEMENTS ALREADY IN PLACE FOR CO-
OPERATION ON THESE MATTERS.

"WE ENTIRELY AGREE THAT STRENGTHENING CROSS-BORDER CO-OPERATION
ON INFRASTRUCTURE IS SENSIBLE AND BENEFICIAL TO BOTH HONG KONG AND
CHINA," HE SAID.

MR PATTEN SAID THE ADMINISTRATION ALSO NEEDED TO HAVE
CONSULTATIONS ON THE 1997-98 BUDGET.

"IN THIS PROCESS, WE WILL OFFER EVERY CO-OPERATION TO THE
CHINESE GOVERNMENT AND THE PREPARATORY COMMITTEE IN ORDER TO AVOID
DISRUPTION AND CONFUSION ON 1ST JULY 1997. TO DO OTHERWISE WOULD NOT
BE IN THE BEST INTERESTS OF HONG KONG'S PEOPLE," HE SAID.

MR PATTEN ADDED: "THE CLOSER WE GET TO THE 1ST JULY 1997, THE
CLOSER OUR MUTUAL INTEREST IN SECURING THE GOOD GOVERNMENT OF THE
TERRITORY. WE CANNOT SIMPLY SAY, 'FROM NOW UNTIL MIDNIGHT ON 30TH JUNE
1997, WE TAKE THE DECISIONS, AND AFTER THAT, IT IS UP TO THE SPECIAL
ADMINISTRATIVE REGION GOVERNMENT’

"WE ARE NOT HANDING OVER A BATON: WE ARE HANDING OVER
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE LIVES AND THE WELFARE OF HONG KONG'S PEOPLE. WE
ARE HANDING OVER THE GOVERNMENT OF A GROWING, BUSTLING, THRIVING
COMMUNITY .

"IT IS A MATTER OF COMMON SENSE AND GOOD ORDER FOR US TO TRY TO
ENSURE. THAT THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE DESIGNATE AND THE PREPARATORY
COMMITTEE HAVE ALL THE HELP THEY NEED TO HANDLE A DIFFICULT JOB W [TH
THE SKILL AND COMPETENCE WHICH I AM SURE THEY WILL DISPLAY. WE WILL BE
PLEASED TO GIVE THEM EVERY POSSIBLE ASSISTANCE."

THE GOVERNOR SAID: "AFTER ALL, THOUGH IT 1S THE LAST 1,000 DAYS
OF BRITISH ADMINISTRATION OF HONG KONG, IT IS FAR FROM BEING THE LAST
1,000 DAYS OF HONG KONG .

"THE SUN SETS, AND THE SUN RISES."
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HONOURABLE, SENSIBLE CO-OPERATION WITH CHINA
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EVERYTHING THAT IS HONOURABLE AND SENSIBLE WILL BE DONE TO CO-
OPERATE WITH CHINA FOR THE REMAINING 1,000 DAYS OF BRITISH RULE IN
HONG KONG, THE GOVERNOR, THE RT HON CHRISTOPHER PATTEN, TOLD THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY).

CONCLUDING HIS ANNUAL ADDRESS, HE SAID CO-OPERATION, HOWEVER,
WAS NOT A ONE-WAY STREET; NOR WAS SINCERITY TO BE JUDGED BY WHETHER
ONE PARTY ALWAYS AGREED WITH THE OTHER.

"THAT IS NOT WHAT THE REAL WORLD IS LIKE. CO-OPERATION MUST
MEAN EXACTLY WHAT IT SAYS, WORKING TOGETHER: IN THIS CASE, WORKING
TOGETHER IN HONG KONG'S INTERESTS, PUTTING BEHIND US PAST DIFFERENCES
AND FOCUSING, INSTEAD, ON HOW TO BUILD A BETTER FUTURE FOR THE MEN AND
WOMEN OF HONG KONG," HE SAID.

MR PATTEN SAID HE HAD HEARD CHINESE OFFICIALS SAY THAT ENSURING
THE PROSPERITY AND FUTURE WELL-BEING OF HONG KONG WAS FOR THEM A
TREMENDOUS AND HISTORIC TASK. HE FULLY UNDERSTANDS THEIR COMMITMENT,
NOT LEAST FOR REASONS OF HISTORY AND PATRIOTISM, TO THE SUCCESS OF
THAT TASK.

"WHATEVER OUR DISAGREEMENTS, WHATEVER OUR DIFFERENCES OF
PERCEPTION AND BACKGROUND, WHATEVER THE MISUNDERSTANDINGS AND THE
MISTRUST, I URGE THEM TO UNDERSTAND THAT WE, TOO, ARE SIMILARLY

COMMITTED," HE SAID.

MR PATTEN SAID HE HAD TRIED TO PROVIDE A CANDID ASSESSMENT NOT
ONLY OF SUCCESSES BUT ALSO OF THE SERIOUS PROBLEMS WHICH WOULD RESULT
FROM NOT COMPLETING THE JOINT LIAISON GROUP’S AGENDA BY 1997 AND FROM
FAILING TO PRESS ON WITH THE PROJECTS AND PROGRAMMES THAT WOULD MEET
THE NEEDS OF HONG KONG BEYOND 1997.

"IT WILL BE IN NO ONE’S INTERESTS IF THESE PROBLEMS ARE NOT
RESOLVED, NOT IN BRITAIN’S, NOT IN HONG KONG’S, NOT, IF I MAY SAY 8O,
IN CHINA’S."

HE SAID: "WE ARE NOT ARROGANT ABOUT HONG KONG’'S ROLE IN CHINA
OR THE REGION. NO ONE SHOULD IMAGINE THAT HONG KONG IS INDISPENSABLE
TO THE WELL-BEING OF A VAST NATION LIKE CHINA. NOR IS HONG KONG
INDISPENSABLE TO CHINA'S ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, DESPITE THE IMPORTANT
PART PLAYED BY HONG KONG TRADE AND INVESTMENT IN THE MODERNISATION
PROCESS.

"BUT WE CANNOT FORGET THAT THIS REMARKABLE TERRITORY, WITH A
DYNAMIC POPULATION OF ONLY SIX MILLION, DOES REPRESENT ABOUT A QUARTER
OF CHINA’S GDP,

"GIVEN THE CHANCE, HONG KONG HAS A SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION TO
MAKE, BOTH BEFORE AND AFTER 1997. IT IS, I AM SURE, THE EARNEST HOPE
OF THE PEOPLE OF HONG KONG THAT THEY BE ALLOWED TO MAKE THAT
CONTRIBUTION.

/"AS THE
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"AS THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE DEPARTING SOVEREIGN POWER, I AM
WELL AWARE THAT WE WILL BE JUDGED IN PART BY WHETHER THAT AMBITION,
THAT HOPE, IS SATISFIED."

MR PATTEN ADDED: "NO ONE SERIOUSLY ARGUES THAT WE HAVE GOVERNED
HONG KONG BADLY. WHY HAVE SO MANY PEOPLE COME? AND HOW HAVE SO MANY

PROSPERED?

"WE HAVE NOT CARRIED OUT OUR DUTY IN THE PAST ONLY TO DESTROY
AT THE ELEVENTH HOUR ALL THAT HAS BEEN CREATED. THAT WOULD BE AN ACT
OF SUBLIME AND SELF-DEFEATING FOLLY. WE HAVE A STAKE HERE - YES, A
STAKE IN THE COMMERCIAL SENSE, BUT ALSO A STAKE IN PEOPLE AND A STAKE
IN HONOUR. THIS IS PART OF OUR HISTORY, TOO.

THE GOVERNOR SAID THAT THE TASK WAS MOMENTOUS FOR CHINA AND FOR
BRITAIN.

"THAT IS PART OF OUR SHARED INTEREST - THE FOREIGN SECRETARY’S
WORDS - OUR SHARED INTEREST IN A SUCCESSFUL TRANSITION. WHAT WE ARE
ATTEMPTING (WE CANNOT FORGET THIS) IS HUGELY DIFFICULT. THE WORLD
WATCHES TO SER WHETHER WF SUCCEED OR FAIL. WE WILL BOTH BE JUDGED BY

THE OUTCOME.

"ABOVE ALL, WE WILL BE -JUDGED BY THE PEOPLE OF HONG KONG, BY
THE MEN AND WOMEN WHOSE DESTINY WE NOW HOLD IN OUR HANDS. THEY WILL
NOT FORGIVE US - BRITAIN OR CHINA - IF WE FAIL."

MR PATTEN SAID HE HOPED FOR SUCCESS AND PRAYED FOR SUCCESS.

"I WILL WORK FOR SUCCESS WITH ALL WHO SHARE MY BELIEF
MY CONFIDENCE IN THE FUTURE OF HONG KONG."






