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SIX VILLAGE HOUSING ELOCKS READY
T T T TEL ]
Two nore new housing blocks built on the Sai Kung reclamation for

villagers, who will have to move from the area of the High Island Reservoir,

now ready for occupation, A total of six blocks is now available.

These blocks, which comprise 176 flats and 44 shops are part of perhaps
the most advanced public housing development yet in the New Territories., Eaoch
flot lias all wodern facilities - piped water, electricity, sewage disposal,
proper kitchens, baths and toilets.

An amenity area which includes a basketball pitch, & skating rink,
gardens and resting places is being built in a traffic-free precinct between
the blocks.

An interesting design feature of the flats is that the ceiling height
of 11 feet is considerably higher than in most of the modern private development.
This coupled with a floor area of over 750 square feet per flat and splendid
views across Port Shelter on one side and to Ma On Shan on the other is likely

to lead to high rental returns for those families who choose to lease some of

their pronerty.
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NEVLI~ARRIVED EXPATRIATES
URED TC

TAKE PART IN COMMUNITY AFFATRS

Urban Councillc

—t b

r Hilton Cheong-leen today urged newly-arrived
expatriates to involve

"entrapped in a

34 # TGS

~ill O‘.\.r

themselves in community affairs and not become

insular type of existence."
He said there were more than 100 service organisations to which

expatriates truly interested in their new home could give their time and
effort,

Mr, Cheong-leen, who is Vice Chairman of the Urban Council and has

a long record of cormunity service, was speaking at a Training Course for
new arrivals

in Hong L

v
I3 .;D...‘c_-‘-

The course woes

Y [ete

arranged by the Hong Kong General Chamber of Commerce

to give newly-arrived expatriate executives a fast insight into the ways of
Hong Kong.

Mr. Cheong-le

Leen

cited Hotary, Lions, Junior Chamber, Round Table,

the Red Cross

Community Chest, the Jockey Club, ¥.,M.C.A., Y.W.C,A., 5.P.C.A., Caritas and

ariono
s P _u_.DnU

the 100-0dd service organisations newcomers could
join.

He said: "Cne

trend we have noticed that is growing steadily is a
sense of awareness &

greater williy

ngness to be involved and te participate
in community life by bo

1
d L

local people and by expatriates from the United
Kingdom or other countries,!

/H'EE said sssanen
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He said this trend had the blessing of the Governor, Sir lhmrray

MacLehose, and was being encouraged by the Secretariat for Home Affairs, the

Social llelfare Department, the Information Services Department and the Urban

On our economy, Mr. Cheong-leen said the Government's so~called
"Maissez faire' approach had now become a pragmatic one, since it was trying
to react more sensitively and quickly to local economic aspirations and
trends.

He pointed out that two recent big Government campaigns, to Keep
Hong Kong Clean and to Fight Violent Crime, had succeeded because the public
took an active role in both.

The latest "eommunity weapon" was the setting up of Mutual Aid
Committees aimed at instilling neighbourhood friendship, co-operation and group

responsibility.
et o AR T

WATER CUT
g,
Uator supply to certain areas at Mid-levels will be interrupted for
eight hours, starting from 10 p.m. tomorrow (Wednesday).
The stoppage is to enable the Waterworks Office to commect a six—inch
fresh water main in Conduit Road near house No. 6.
he affected buildings are No. 1-14 Conduit Road and No. 3~25

Hobinson Road.
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HAWKERS IN CHAI WAN TO BE RESITED
= ok ok ok

The sceond phase of the tidy-up and hawker resiting operation at
Chai Ven Estate will be carried out tomorrow (Wednesday). Its aim is to
improve the living condition for the 55,000 tenants there and to give the
estate a better appearance.

Nearly 200 illegal structures used as hawker stalls or storing places
near Block 15 and along the strip of land beside Blocks 17, 18 and 20 will be
demolished in the -operation.

The aréa will be formed into a proper hawker bazaar after it has becn
resurfaced. Drains will also be provided to lead away sewage and foul water.

About 100 hawkers who have been trading in this area are being
resited temporarily at nearby open spaces.

They will move into the bazaar when work completes in about six
'll.'ecl':'ﬁ.1 timee.

lire Lo Chi Yuen, District Estate Manager (South) of the Housing
Department soid the success of such an operation depended greatly on the
co=-operation of the hawkers concerned.

He hoped that it would be given readily by them since the operation
was planned for their benefit.

"They will have a better place to trade and will face less competition

from pedlar hawkers when the proper hawker bazaar is opened," he said.

The first phase of the tidy-up operation carried out in August was
a complete success. DMany of the hawkers involved in the operation demolished

their stalls voluntarily.
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K.C.ls, INTRODUCES NEW ARRANGEMENTS

e o ok ok o ok ok

The Kowloon~Canton Railway anncunced today that, with immediate
effect, no tickets will be issued to first and second class passengers
travelling from Tsinm Sha Tsui to Mongkok on certain up trains on weekdays.

A spokesnman for K.,C.R, said: "The measure, which is a temporary one,
was taken in view of the large number of monthly and season ticket holders
and passengers travelling to the New Territories on first and second class
carriage on weekdays,"

Affected by the new arrangement are Up Trains Nos. 22, 24 and 26,

leaving Tsim Sha Tsui at 5.12 peliey 5.54% p.m. and 6,46 p.m. respectively.

However, tickets will continue to be issued to first and second
class passengers of these up trains on Saturdays and Public Holidays, when

the trains are less orowded.

—“—l—l‘o-ﬂl-l-!
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H.K. TELEVISION PRODUCER
REPRESENTS ASTA AT SEMINAR IN GERMANY
ook ok ok o

A young and 'promising Hong Kong television producer is representing
the whole of Asia at the Prix Jeunesse Days 1973 (Seminar) being held in
Munich.

He is Ir, Wong Wah-kay, Programme Supervisor and producer of the
Radio Hong Kong television series "Under Lion Rock" or "Sze Tsz Shan Ha'l.

Mr. Vlong was nominated by the Asian Broadcasting Union for his wide
kmowledge in tackling family problem through television.

Cormenting on the nomination, the Director of Broadcasting, lMr. James
Hawthorne, said: "This is of very great honour for Mr. Wong personally and
is a recognition of the success of the Radio Hong Kong television series and

of the way it has tackled family and community matters.

Mr, Wong took part in a youth seminar at Shiraz (Iran) last year

where he was regerded as a person with an outstanding contribution to make
to Asian television,™

?he topic of the seminar, sponsored by the Prix Jeunesse Foundation,
is "Child, Family, Television'".

The seminar, which began on Monday (October 15), will end on

Thursday.

]
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ATITGATIONS RELATED TO LABOUR LEGISLATION REFUTED

LR = E
he Commissioner of Labour, Mr. I.R. Price, today accused what he
called "llong long's wailing Jeremiaghs" of damaging Hong Kong's overseas image

and undermining local confidence,

MMhese inaccursote prophets of doom, by repeated wild statements based on

supposition, or uninformed interpretation or misrepresentation of easily-available
facts, wndernine local confidence, give joy to our trading competitors, and
unnecescarily damage IHong Kong's overseas image," he said.

lr. Price was speaking at today's luncheon meeting of the Hong Kong
Cotton Spinners Association.

He pointed out that in March this year, it was prophesied that Hong
Kong faced a long, hot, strike-ridden summer.

"Long~range forecasts have proven unreliable before," he said, and
added that so far this year = now into the autumn - the nine-month total for
industrial disputes stood at 3,524, just below that for the same period last
year.,

In the middle of the year, it had been alleged that 140,000 workers
had been sccked as a result of the closure of factories.

"Hut the truth was contained in the June survey of industrial
employment" said !, Price., "This showed all-time records of more than 22,100
factories ~ an i;cre:ce of 310 on the previous quarter — and 625,000 workers,
an increase

‘{/In. more (AR NN N
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In more recent reports, it had repeatedly been alleged that 36,000
children were illegally working in Hong Kong's factories.

These allegations were apparently based on a revival of the 1971
Census report published more than a year ago. But a proper reading of the
report cliowed that the 36,000 children referred to were in the 10-14 age group
cf the table headed "economically-active population.'" They included 19,000
1i=year clds, who may legally work in factories if they wished.

The wnder-fourtecens, all but less than 2,000 of whom were 12 or 13
years old, could legally work anywhere except in factories and licensed prerises -
as messengers in offices, in agriculture and so forth. "And that is where the
great number of them do work," he said.

IThere is no doubt that some of them are working in factories, However,
during our special campaigns to fight child employment this summer, 1,650
factories, snecially selected for their tendency to employ children, were
visiteds Dut we found only 90 suspected offenders, employing 123 children -

a far cry from the tens of thousands alleged," he said.
Prosecutions would follow, he said, and later this year the task of

oo

getting sufficient evidence to prosecute would be made more simple by the

intreduction of new juvenile identity cards bearing a photograph and full neme.

Also recently, there had been a rash of claims that wages in long
Kong were low, But the fact was that the real wage index had risen by 59%
since March 1964 = an average annual increase of 5,3%.

) ;
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This was an impressive increase by world standards, and had taken the
Hong Kong worker's average wage to a level which International Labour Organisation
statistics showed was surpassed in the Far East only by Japan.

On top of this, virtually every worker outside the civil service received

at least one month's extra pay at Christmap, and there were widespread fringe

benefits such as subsidised meals and transport, free medical attention and good
attendance and other honuses,

Mr., Price flatly denied that Hong Kong's labour legislation was lagging
behind internationally accepted standards.

He said: "One method of measuring labour standards is to look at
international labour conventions. Of these 28 have been applied to Hong Kong.

By w=?lof compesrison in Asia, Japan was one ahead with 29, Singapore
had ratified 21, and llalaysia eight.

"And in view of certain brick-bats which have been thrown at us
recently, I might also mention that South Africa has ratified only 12 conventions,
of which it subsequently denounced two."

Mr. FPrice also refuted allegations that labour legislation was
inadequately policed and rerely enforc:d. He said officers of the Labour
Department strictly.enforced all labour legislation, Last year 5,870 employers
were prosecuted for v;:;ous offences and fines of over #1.5 million were imposed,

“in conclusion,' said lMr. Price, "I would like to say that most of
the heat this sumner seems to have been generated by the false prophecies to
which I have referred.

/{”I hope sessses
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"I hope that the facts which I have mentioned will show the importance
of our not being misled by these false prophets, and of maintaining the well=

based economic confidence so im ortant to Heng Kong's continuing developnent."
p =] B i
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SUMMER TIME ENDS ON SUNDAY

Clock To Be Put Back One Hour

oo Kk RN

Summer time in Hong Kong will officially end at 3,30 a.m, on Sunday,

October 21a

Residents are reminded that before going to bed on Saturday evening,

October 20, they should not forget to put their clocks and watches back one

hour.
Suprier time came inte force on April 22. Its observances in Hong

Kong is regulated by the Interpretation and General Clauses Ordinance.

g S (R ) L B
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NEW LEGISLATIVE CCUNCIL SESSION

Radio and T.V. Coverage

Ekxk ks
The Governor, Sir Murray MacLehose, will review Hong Kong's
affaire at the first sitting of the Legislative Council's new session

tomorrow (October 17).

The first sitting will be followed by subsequent sittings on

October 31, November 1, 14 and, if necessary, 15.

On October %1 and November 1 Unofficial Members will speak
and on November 1% and possibly 15 Official Members will reply to the
points raised by Unofficial Members.

The sittings will be covered by radio and television stations.

Un October 17, the proceedings will be broadcast live over the
English and Chinecse networks of Radio Hong Kong as well as the Chinese
channel of Commercial Radio.

For subsequent meetings, both channels of Radio Hong Kong will
be carrying live broadcast.

Recorded excerpts and highlights of each of the meetings will
be broadcast in the normal news broadcasts over the radio and television

networks.

Release time: 7.45 p.m,






