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Government to extend Green Manager Scheme
* % % ¥k ¥

The Government is planning to extend the Green Manager Scheme to
cover environmental audit and management systems.

This follows the conclusion of a pilot audit carried by a consultant in the
Planning Department and the Electrical and Mechanical Services Department
which has proven to be very effective in improving departmental management
and practice and raising the environmental awareness of staff.

A Government spokesman said the Green Manager Scheme had been
working well since it was introduced in January this year to promote green
house-keeping within the civil service, and the next step was to take the scheme
forward to cover environmental audit and management system.

For this purpose, a consultation document highlighting the lessons
learned and benefits gained from the pilot audits has been issued to Green
Managers for comment and suggestion on how the process can be applied to
their respective branches and departments.

To assist the Green Managers in considering the document, a briefing
session was held recently to discuss the experiences and findings of the pilot
audits.

At the briefing, the participants were told that better environmental
audits and management would lead to better control of environmental issues,
more cost-saving and higher efficiency and better public relations.

This could be achieved by identifying and prioritising key environment
issues affecting the work place, and helping on-site staff to develop and
implement measures to minimise pollution and to reduce and recycle waste and
fo conserve energy.

They were also told that many companies in the private sector are

actively involved in introducing environmental management initiatives and the
Government has to set a good green example to the community.

End/Monday, December 26, 1994




Flushing water cut in Kowloon East
¥ % %k % *

Flushing water supply to some premises in Kowloon East will be
temporarily suspended from 8 pm on Wednesday (December 28) to 9 am the
following day to facilitate repair works.

The suspension will affect all the premises in Shun Lee Tsuen
Temporary Housing Area, Shun Chi Court, Shun Lee Estate, Shun On Estate,
Shun Tin Estate, United Christian Hospital, Cheung Wo Court, Jorden Valley
Estate, Lok Nga Court, Lok Wah North Estate, Lok Wah South Estate and Lok
Wah Temporary Housing Area.

Also included will be all the premises at Hong Lee Road and Kung Lok
Road as well as those in Ngau Tau Kok.

End/Monday, December 26, 1994




Year of significant progress on Airport Core Programme
* %k ¥ % %

Good progress has been made on the Airport Core Programme (ACP)
this year, with total construction work on the seven Government-funded
projects now having past the 50 per cent mark.

The half-way mark was reached early this month, and the seven projects,
as well as the Western Harbour Crossing, are all well on track for completion
by mid-1997.

The signing of the Agreed Minute on financing arrangements for the
airport and airport railway on November 4 was an important step forward for
these two projects.

Work on forming the new airport site at Chek Lap Kok is progressing
rapidly, with over 80 per cent of the airport platform completed and the contract
to build the passenger terminal building to be awarded in the new year.

On the airport railway, subsequent to approval by the Finance
Committee of the $23.7 billion government equity injection, the Mass Transit
Railway Corporation has proceeded to award major contracts for which it has
been holding option letters.

Over half of 31 major airport railway contracts have now been awarded.

"It is a remarkable achievement that work has been progressing so well
on a 10-project programme of this size and complexity," said the Director of
the New Airport Projects Co- ordination Office, Mr Billy Lam, today
(Tuesday).

"We remain confident that all the 10 core projects can be completed to
the maximum extent possible by mid-1997 in a cost-effective manner," he said.

Mr Lam noted that the overall cost estimate for the ACP was reduced
from $163.7 billion to $158.2 billion in January this year.

"This reduction was made possible mainly by our fair and open tender
system, together with the rigorous cost control mechanism we have adopted.




"The keen international competition has also helped to drive down the
cost of the ACP and to ensure that Hong Kong is getting the best value for
money in its tenders," he said.

So far, 101 major construction contracts worth over $64 billion had been
awarded, all within cost estimates, under the $158.2 billion programme by the
Government, the Provisional Airport Authority, the Mass Transit Railway
Corporation and the Western Harbour Tunnel Company Limited.

"These contracts have participants from countries worldwide. Taking the
lead are companies from Japan (26 per cent by value), followed by Hong Kong
(21 per cent) , the United Kingdom (13 per cent), the Netherlands (8 per cent),
China (7 per cent), France (7 per cent) and Belgium (5 per cent).

"Companies from Spain, Germany, Italy, Austria, United States,
Australia, New Zealand and South Africa have also been awarded contracts,"
said Mr Lam.

"We will continue to keep up our efforts in maintaining a stringent
monitoring of both the progress and cost of the ACP," he added.

Outlining construction progress, Mr Lam said works on the transport
network which would link the new airport to the urban areas were progressing
well.

The contract for building the 2.2-kilometre Tsing Ma Bridge, one of the
two bridges which form the Lantau Fixed Crossing connecting north Lantau to
Tsing Yi, is already 65 per cent completed, only 31 months into the five-year
contract.

On completion of the two 206-metre high towers, work started in June to
build two catwalks between Tsing Yi and Ma Wan for the aerial spinning of the
suspension cables.

Spinning of the cables, which will measure 1.1 metres in diameter,
began two months later and work is on target for completion in April next year.

The first steel deck section, weighing 1,400 tonnes, was erected on the
Tsing Yi side span in October.




Work on building the main towers of the 820-metre cable- stayed Kap
Shui Mun Bridge, between Ma Wan and Lantau, began in March, and the first
concrete deck sections for the side spans were erected in September.

Notable achievements in the highways projects have been the break-
through for the 1.6-kilometre Cheung Ching Tunnel, part of the Tsing Yi
section of Route 3.

Construction of spans is under way for both the Route 3 Rambler
Channel Bridge and the northern, elevated section of the West Kowloon
Expressway.

On the North Lantau Expressway, being built under three main
contracts, it is now possible to drive a works vehicle from one end of the 12.5-
kilometre route to the other.

The reclamation work in West Kowloon, which is producing 334
hectares of new land between Mei Foo and Yau Ma Tei, is over 90 per cent
completed.

Nearly all waterfront facilities including the Cheung Sha Wan wholesale
market, the Yau Ma Tei typhoon shelter and public cargo working area, have
been reprovisioned under the project. Works are now focused on the remaining
reclamation and the hinterland drainage and sewerage improvement works.

In Central, the Phase I reclamation, which is an ACP project, will create
20 hectares of land, part of which will be used for the underground Hong Kong
Station of the Airport Railway. Already, about six hectares of land have been
formed where Blake Pier once stood.

On the Western Harbour Crossing franchise project, the 35,000-tonne
concrete units for the immersed tube section are being cast at Shek O. The first
batch of four units--there will be 12 in all--is expected to be floated shortly to a
holding area at Tseung Kwan O.

The first unit will be submerged into its prepared trench on the Hong
Kong side of the tunnel early in the new year. Various other works on the
tunnel project have been progressing steadily on both sides of the harbour.




Formation of the 67 hectares of land for the Tung Chung New Town was
completed in May, just over two years after the reclamation work began in
1992.

Detailed design of the new town facilities, including public housing and
government facilities, is under way and construction works as well as
infrastructure works--such as roads and drainage systems--have started in
stages during the year.

Mr Lam stressed that in carrying out the ACP the Government was
paying close attention to safety on the ACP works sites and to minimising the
environmental impact of works.

"So far, our efforts in promoting safety have proven to be sound, with
the accident rate on ACP sites comparably better than the construction industry
as a whole," he said.

As regards public consultation, Mr Lam said much effort was made to
keep the Legislative Council and the Airport Consultative Committee well-

informed on the ACP. "We initiated submissions of quarterly reports to both
bodies in 1994, covering cost estimates, funding and progress of the ACP.
Visits to work sites were also arranged for members of both bodies."

As part of the New Airport Projects Co-ordination Office's (NAPCO)
on-going community relations activities, site visits were also arranged for
members of the Urban Council, the Regional Council and the District Boards.

Furthermore, NAPCO began-in August a series of district exhibitions
aimed at showing the public how ACP work is progressing and the benefiis the
projects will bring, on completion. These exhibitions have proved popular with
the public, attracting large attendances.

Further exhibitions are scheduled to be held at Telford Gardens
Shopping Mall in Kowloon Bay from January 6 to 8, the [Landmark in Central
from February 23 to 25, and the Ocean Terminal in Tsim Sha Tsui from March
6 to 10.




In education, NAPCO produced a teaching kit for distribution to
secondary schools.

End/Tuesday, December 27, 1994

Education delegation returns from China visit
* k k k ¥k

A 20-member education delegation headed by the Assistant Director of
Education (Information Systems), Mr Hsu Show-hoo, returned to Hong Kong
today (Tuesday) after an eight-day visit to Beijing and Xian.

The visit, arranged at the invitation of China's State Education
Commission, was aimed at familiarisation and enabled the exchange of views
on the operation of schools and use of information technology in education in
Hong Kong and China.

The delegation comprised Education Department staff, school principals

and teachers.

During the visit, the delegation toured primary and secondary schools in
the two cities and met education officials at the state and provincial levels.

End/Tuesday, December 27, 1994




50 organisations to hold flag days in 1995
* % Kk %k %

A total of 50 organisations will hold flag days to raise funds on
Saturdays next year, starting from January 7, a spokesman for the Social
Welfare Department said today (Tuesday).

Members of the public can call the department's hotline 343
2255 or the Hong Kong Council of Social Service's 866 8123 in case of
doubt.

The spokesman appealed to organisers to take precautions against
any possible fraud.

"Sellers should display the permit or carry copies of the permit for
inspection upon request if the fund-raising is mobile," he added.

The spokesman also advised them to prepare guidelines for sellers,
setting out the places and the times for selling and the collection points
for bags.

Organisers should inform the Police in case of loss of property,
and seek their help when fraudulent acts, such as tampering of collection

bags or making unauthorised selling, are found.

"The last flag day this year will be held on December 31 (Saturday),” he
added.

The flag days for 1995 are:
Date Organisation
January 7 Hong Kong Playground Association

January 14 The Maryknoll Medical and Welfare Association
(Our Lady of Maryknoll Hospital)

January 21 Chai Wan Baptist Church
p I

January 28 KELY Support Group




February 4

February 11

February 18

February 25

March 4

March 11
March 18
March 25
April 1
April 8
April 15
April 22
April 29
May 6
May 13

May 20

May 27
June 3
June 10

June 17

Pok O1 Hospital

Methodist Church Hong Kong
(Methodist Epworth Village Community Centre)

Hong Kong Kidney Patient Trust Fund
Yan O1 Tong Ltd

Hong Kong PHAB Association

Hong Kong Association of the Blind
Hong Kong Society for the Protection of Children
Hong Kong Kidney Foundation Ltd
Alice Ho Miu Ling Nethersole Hospital
Baptist Oi Kwan Social Service

Green Power

Christian Family Service centre

Kwun Tong Methodist Centre
Breakthrough Ltd

Neighbourhood Advice-Action Council

Society for the Relief of Disabled Children
(Duchess of Kent Hospital)

The Salvation Army
Steward's Co., (HK) Ltd
Mong Kok Kaifong Association Ltd

Wu Qi Christian Centre Ltd




June 24

July 1

July &

July

July

July 2
August 5
August 12
September 2
September 9
September 16
September 23
September 30
October 7

October 14

October 21
October 28
November 4
November 11

November 18

Arts with the Disabled Association Hong Kong
The Outward Bound Trust of Hong Kong Ltd
Yang Memorial Methodist Social Service

Tuen Mun Hospital

The Cheshire Home Hong Kong

Birthright Society Ltd

The Lok Sin Tong Benevolent Society Kowloon
Hong Kong Child Health Foundation

Yan Chai Hospital

New Life Psychiatric Rehabilitation Association
The Hong Kong Tuberculosis, Chest & Heart
Tung Wah Group of Hospitals

Boys' & Girls' Clubs Association of Hong Kong

Po Leung Kuk

Hong Kong Sports Association for the Mentally

Handicapped

The Society of Homes for the Handicapped

Chinese Rhenish Church-Hong Kong Synod
Hong Kong Aids Foundation Ltd
The Royal British Legion

Haven of Hope Hospital




November 25 Community Chest of Hong Kong
December 2 Hong Kong Federation of Handicapped Youth

December 9 Hong Kong Association of the Mentally
Handicapped

December 16 Society for the Promotion of Hospice Care Ltd
December 23 The Road Safety Association Ltd

December 30 Hong Kong Council of Early Childhood Education
& Services Ltd

End/Tuesday, December 27, 1994

Helping students with behaviour problems
* %k k ¥ %

The Education Department has produced 100,000 copies of the third
edition of a pamphlet on the provision of educational and social services in
helping children with behaviour problems.

A spokesman for the department said the pamphlet "Helping Pupils with
Behaviour Problems" was aimed at assisting parents and teachers to have a
better understanding of the existing services for pupils with behaviour problems
and to make the best use of these services when necessary.

The spokesman said some of the programmes were organised by the
department to meet children's special needs in their own schools.

He said students with behavioural problems might obtain educational
and personal guidance from guidance teachers in primary schools while school
social workers and guidance teachers were available in secondary schools.

"For those having more serious learning difficulties, peripatetic teaching
and remedial support are provided in the schools to help them cope with the
curriculum,"” the spokesman said.




"Some primary schools operate resource classes for students who are
backward in the three basic subjects, Chinese, English and Mathematics.

"If schools have difficulties in operating resource classes, officers from
the Special Education Section may visit them regularly to provide intensive
remedial teaching to students in small groups," he said.

The spokesman said: "Primary and secondary students with serious
learning difficulties may attend the Education Department's Resource Teaching
Centres to receive intensive remedial lessons in Chinese, English and

Mathematics.

"For behaviour modification, students may be referred to the Adjustment
Units operated in these centres to receive remedial teaching and counselling
services on a full-time or a part-time basis," he said.

The spokesman also pointed out that students with other difficulties in
learning could seek assistance from the Education Department for
psychological, audiological and speech therapy services.

The pamphlets have been distributed to all kindergartens, primary and
secondary schools.

Interested parties may also get a copy from the District Offices and the
Education Department's Special Education Services Centre and District
Education Offices.

End/Tuesday. December 27, 1994

New philatelic office to serve Tsuen Wan residents
* & ok ok *

Stamp collectors in the western New Territories can patronise a new
philatelic office in their neighbourhood on January 11 next year, the Postmaster
General, Mr Mike Pagliari, said.

_ It is located at the Tsuen Wan Post Office on the first floor, Tsuen Wan
Government Offices, 38 Sai Lau Kok Road, Tsuen Wan.




1k e

This brings the number of philatelic offices to seven. The other six
offices are at the General Post Office, the Beaconsfield House Post Office, the
Peak Post Office, the Tsim Sha Tsui Post Office, the Granville Road Post
Office and the Shatin Central Post Office.

Stamps and philatelic products of Hong Kong, Macau, Malaysia and
Singapore as well as selected philatelic products of China will be available for
sale at the new philatelic counter.

Displays of new stamp issues and stamp products will be staged in the
office from time to time.

A pictorial datestamp featuring a well- known landmark in the
neighbourhood, Sam Tung Uk Museum, has been designed for use by the
Tsuen Wan Philatelic Office for the cancellation of souvenir covers and mail
items posted in the special posting box in the office.

On January 11, a hand-back service of the Tsuen Wan philatelic pictorial
postmark will be provided for any locally addressed covers bearing the "First
Day" indication.

End/Tuesday, December 27, 1994




Changes to imports/exports classification list (harmonised system)
& % k %k ¥

The Commissioner of Customs and Excise announces that amendments
have been made to the Hong Kong Imports and Exports Classification List
(Harmonised System), 1992 Edition.

These amendments, gazetted on December 23, will take effect from
Sunday (January 1).

Importers and exporters are reminded that import and export
declarations for shipments on or after January 1 must be completed in
accordance with the amended classification.

The amendments involve addition of Republic of Palau and its code
number into the country classification, and changes in the classification of
commodities such as stones used in construction and toys.

The changes to the classifications of the commodities are to bring them

up-to-date by introducing more appropriate sub-classifications and deleting
unnecessary sub-classifications.

Importers and exporters are requested to ensure that their staff
responsible for completing import and export declarations should familiarise
with such amendments.

Copies of the amendment list are now obtainable free of charge at the
following addresses:

* Government Publications Centre,
Queensway Government Offices,
Low Block, G/F, 66 Queensway,
Hong Kong

Customs and Excise Department,
Collection Office (Hong Kong),
2/F, Harbour Building,

38 Pier Road, Central,

Hong Kong




* Customs and Excise Department,
Collection Office (Kowloon),
G/F, Middle Road Multi-storey Car Park Building,
Tsim Sha Tsui,
Hong Kong

Census and Statistics Department,
19/F, Wanchai Tower,
12 Harbour Road,

Wan Chai,

Hong Kong

End/Tuesday, December 27, 1994

Bus-only lanes in NT in operation on Thursday
* % ¥ ¥ ¥

The Transport Department reminds motorists today (Tuesday) that five
bus-only lanes in the New Territories will take effect from Thursday
(December 29).

Details of the bus-only lanes are:

(A) Operating from 7 am to 10 am daily except Sundays and Public
Holidays :

* 3 section of about 250 metres of the kerbside lane on the eastbound
carriageway of Siu Lek Yuen Road near Yuen Hong Street;

* a section of about 40 metres of the middle lane on the eastbound
carriageway of Siu Lek Yuen Road near its junction with the slip road leading
to the Tate's Cairn Tunnel;

* g3 section of about 200 metres of the kerbside lane on Tate's Cairn
Highway southbound leading to the toll plaza area of Tate's Caine Tunnel; and

* a section of about 80 metres of the kerb-side lane on the eastbound
carriageway of Tai Po Road - Yuen Chau Tsai near Kwong Wang Street;




(B) Operating 24 hours daily :

A section of about 95 metres of the kerb-side lane of the northbound slip
road of Lam Tei Interchange.

Appropriate traffic signs and road markings delineating the bus-only
lanes will be installed to advise motorists of the new traffic arrangements.
Motorists should observe the signs and road markings and refrain from entering
the bus- only lanes. '

End/Tuesday, December 27, 1994






