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TOWN HALL MARKS TURNINE POINT
IN TSUEN WAN COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
¥ % % % x %

THE GOYERNOR, SIR MURRAY MACLEHOSE, SAID TODAY THE BUILDING
OF THE $23 MILLION TSUEN WAN TOWN HALL MARKS A TURNING POINT IN THE
DEVELOPMENT OF TSUEN WAN AS A COMMUNITY,

+IT 1S ALSO SYMBOLIC OF THE GOVERNMENT’S NEW POLICY IN THE NEW
TERRITORIES AS A WHOLE,+ SIR MURRAY SAID AT THE FOUNDATLON STONE
LAYING CEREMONY OF THE TOWN HALL.

+THIS POLICY WALKS ON THREE LEGS: THE HEUNG YEE KUK AS THE
ADVISER ABOUT NEW TERRITORIES AFFAIRS= THE MORE DIRECT ASSOCIATION
OF RESIDENTS WITH THE ADMINISTRATION OF THEIR OWN TOWNS OR DISTRICTS
THROUGH PARTICIPATION IN DISTRICT ADVISORY BOARDS= AND THE PROVISION
OF COMMUNITY CULTURAL AND RECREATIONAL FACILITIES OF ALL SORTS UP TO
STANDARDS NORMAL IN THE URBAN AREAS,+ SIR MURRAY SAID.

+IT IS SYMPTOMATIC OF THIS POLICY THAT WHILE THIS HALL IS BEING
BUILT, LONG=OVERDUE CONSTRUCTION OF THE MARKET IS UNDERWAY, THE YEUNG
UK ROAD SPORTSGROUND IS BEING FLOODLIT, THE KWAl CHUNE SPORTSGROUND
IS BEING CONSTRUCTED, AND THAT OF THE 56 SECONDARY SCHOOLS TO BE
BUILT BY 1981, FOUR HAVE BEEN COMPLETED AND EIGHT ARE UNDER
CONSTRUCTION AT THE PRESENT TIME,+ HE ADDED.

SIR MURRAY ALSO SAID HE WAS DEL IGHTED THAT TRADITIONAL LEADERS -
THE RURAL COMMITTEES = NEW SETTLERS, AND REPRESENTATIVE ORGANISATIONS
HAD COME TOGETHER TO WORK FOR THE BENEFIT OF TSUEN WAN IN THE
ADVISORY BOARD.

+| COUNT ON IT TO PLAY AN INCREASINGLY IMPORTANT ROLE -
ORGANISING PROGRAMMES OF ACTIVITY, SUGGESTING PRIORITIES FOR FUTURE
GOVERNMENT EFFORT, STIMULATING THE CLEAN=UP OF THE DIRTY AND UNKEMPT
CORNERS OF THE TOWN, AND GIVINE CONSTRUCTIVE ADVICE ON ALL MANNER
OF THINGS AFFECTING THE LIFE OF THE TOWN AND ITS PEOPLE,+ SIR MURRAY

SAID.

+THE GOVERNMENT MUST HAVE THE ADVICE OF THE RESIDENTS IN
ADMINISTERING AND DEVELOPING THIS LARGE NEW CITY.+

COMMENTING ON THE TOWN HALL, TO WHICH THE ROYAL HONG KONG JOCKEY
CLUB HAS CONTRIBUTED $10 MILLION, SIR MURRAY SAID THE COMPLEX WILL
GIVE +SOCIAL AND CULTURAL FOCUS TO LIFE+ IN THE CONURBATION OF TSUEN
WAN-KWA| CHUNG-TSING YI.

IT IS AN IMPROYED VERSION OF THE CONCERT HALL OF THE HONG KONG
CITY HALL BUT WITH A BIGEGER STAGE TO ACCOMMODATE OPERA, BALLET AND
LARGER SYMPHONY ORCHESTRAS.

WHEN IT IS OPENED BEFORE THE END OF NEXT YEAR, SIR MURRAY SAID
THE TOWN HALL WOULD HAVE A NOTICEABLE TSUEN WAN PEPSONALITY
+BECAUSE OF THE STIMULUS GIVEN BY THE ADVISORY BOARD IN PROMOTING
A COMPETITION FOR AN EMBLEM AND FOR THE WALL DECORATIONS AND
CARPETS.+
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THE CEREMONY WAS ATTENDED BY THE SECRETARY FOR THE NEW
TERRITOR{ES, -MR. DAVID AKERS—JONES= THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS,
MR. DAVID MCDONALD= THE DIRECTOR OF URBAN SERVICES, MR. BRIAN
WILSON= THE TSUEN WAN TOWN MANAGER, MR. JAMES HAYES® THE NEW
TOWN’S PROJECT MANAGER, MR. EDDIE SHORT= AND THE TOWN HALL'’S
PROJECT ARCHITECT, MR, FEDERICK WOO AS WELL AS OYER 200 GUESTS
AND 500 LOCAL STUDENTS. THE MUSIC WAS PROVIDED BY THE GURKHA

BAND,

IT WAS FOLLOWED BY SINGING AND DANCING PERFORMANCES, AS
WELL AS A DRAGON DANCE WHOSE EYES WERE DOTTED BY THE TSUEN WAN
RURAL COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN, MR. PETER YEUNG, :

EARL IER IN WELCOMING SIR MURRAY, MR, WILSON SAID THE TOWN
HALL REPRESENTED AN IMPORTANT PART OF THE EXTENSIVE SCHEME TO
PROVIDE THE NEW TERRITORIES WITH CULTURAL FACILITIES COMPARABLE
TO THOSE IN OTHER PARTS OF HONG KONG.

+THE NEED HAS BEEN AMPLY DEMONSTRATED BY THE SUCCESS OF THE
URBAN SERVICES DEPARTMENT’S PUBLIC LIBRARIES, THE FIRST OF WHICH
OPENED IN TSUEN WAN IN 1974,+ HE SAID,

MR. WILSON POINTED OUT THAT THE TOWN HALL WAS AN EXAMPLE OF
THE GOVERNOR'S PERSONAL EFFORT TO MAKE THE ARTS MORE ACCESSIBLE
TO THE PEOPLE OF THE NEW TERRITORIES.

THE TOWN HALL FEATURES A 1,500-SEAT MULTI=PURPOSE AUDITORIUM
WITH A HIGH STANDARD OF ACOUSTICS, STAGE AND TECHNICAL FACILITIES.
IT WILL BE MANAGED BY THE URBAN SERVICES DEPARTMENT ON COMPLETION.

WATER SUPPLY DURING LUNAR NEW YEAR
* % % *

DETAILS OF WATER SUPPLY HOURS DURING THE LUNAR NEW YEA
HOL IDAYS WERE ANNOUNCED BY THE WATER SUPPL IES DEP#RTHEHTY$DEAY.

THE TAPS WILL BE TURNED ON FROM 4 P.M. ON SUNDAY FEBRUARY
TO 10 A.M. ON FRIDAY (FEBRUARY 10), GIVING FOUR FULL nivs SUPPLY?)

 THE PRINCIPAL GOVERNMENT WATER ENGINEER, MR. TOM TOML INSON
SAID THE TEMPORARY LIFTING OF THE WATER RESTRICTI ’
SER IOUSLY REDUCE STORAGE LEVELS, T ARAR I T

HOWEVER, HE CAUTIONED AGAINST BEING OVER=-OPTIMISTIC AND
THAT WE HUST'COHTIHUE TO USE WATER SPARINGLY AS THERE HERE ST?E:D
SOME DRY MONTHS TO G0 BEFORE THE WET SEASON AND EVEN THEN THERE
WAS NO GUARANTEE OF PLENTIFUL RAINFALL.

~---0—-—--
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MAJOR ROAD PROJECT FOR SHA TIN
¥ % % %

WORK WILL BEGIN SHORTLY ON A MAJOR ROAD PROJECT IN SHA TIN
NEW TOWN, o A E

THE MULTI=-MILL ION=DOLLAR PROJECT MAINLY CONSISTS OF THE
CONSTRUCTION OF A GRADE SEPARATED ROAD JUNCTION WHICH WILL CONNECT A
PR IMARY DISTRIBUTOR ROAD AND A TRUNK ROAD NOW UNDER CONSTRUCTION
NEAR FU TAN, SHA TIN, _

TENDERS FOR THE WORK, WHICH FORMS PART OF THE SHA TIN NEW
ggg:R$;23$ ONE DEVELOPMENT, ARE BEING INVITED BY THE PUBLIC WORKS
NT.

MR. S.K. KWEl, CHIEF ENGINEER OF THE P.W,D.’S SHA TIN NEW
TOWN DEVELOPMENT O#FICE, SAID TODAY THAT THE PROJECT COMPRISED
THE CONSTRUCTION OF ABOUT 600 METRES OF DUAL CARRIAGEWAY ROAD,
ASSOCIATED FOOTPATHS, SURFACE WATER DRAINAGE, TWO OVERBRIDGES

AND ONE SUBWAY.

WORK WOULD BEGIN IN APRIL AND WOULD TAKE ABOUT 21 MONTHS
TO COMPLETE.

+ON COMPLETION, THE ROAD JUNCTION WILL PROVIDE A GRADE
SEPARATED CONNECTION BETWEEN THE PRIMARY DISTRIBUTOR ROAD
ALONGSIDE THE WO CHE ESTATE AND THE TRUNK ROAD LEADING TO THE
SHA TIN RACECOURSE,+ HE SAID.

MR. KWEI SAID THAT FURTHER ROAD WORKS WERE PLANNED TO L INK
LION ROCK TUNNEL ROAD WITH THIS JUNCTION TO PROVIDE A FAST DUAL
CARR IAGEWAY FROM KOWLOON, BYPASSING THE NEW TOWN, TO DEVELOPMENT
AREAS NORTH OF SHA TIN, _

HE POINTED OUT THAT ONE FEATURE OF THE ROAD SYSTEM FOR SHA
TIN WAS THAT IT WOULD HAVE SEPARATE CYCLE LANES AND FOOTPATHS.

+THIS MEANS THAT VEHICLES USING THE ROAD WILL NOT BE
OBSTRUCTED BY BICYCLES AND PEDESTRIANS,+ HE ADDED. :

+SUBWAYS AND OVERHEAD BRIDGES ARE ALSO PLANNED AT MAJOR
JUNCTIONS TO SEPARATE PEDESTRIANS FROM CYCLISTS AND MOTORISTS.+
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NOTE TO EDITORS:

DIRECTOR OF SOCIAL WELFARE
TO VISIT ST*CHR£S;0PHER'S HOME
*

THE DIRECTOR OF SOCIAL WELFARE, MR. THOMAS LEE, WILL VISIT
THE ST. CHRISTOPHER’S HOME AT 13-1}5 MILESTONE, TAl PO ROAD,
TOMORROW (WEDNESDAY) AFTERNOON TO KEEP HIMSELF INFORMED OF ITS
LATEST DEVELOPMENT,

MR. LEE WILL BE ACCOMPANIED ON HIS VISIT BY MRS. EVELYN DOE,
HEAD OF THE SOCJAL WELFARE DEPARTMENT'S FAMILY SERVICES DIVISION,
THEY WILL ARRIVE AT THE HOME AT 3 P.M,

YOU ARE CORD JALLY INVITED TO SEND A REPORTER AND/OR PHOTO-
GRAPHER TO COVER THE VISIT, TRANSPORT WILL BE PROVIDED. MEDIA
REPRESENTATIVES WISHING TO USE THE FACILITIES ARE ASKED TO ASSEMBLE
AT THE EASTERN ENTRANCE OF LEE GARDENS, CAUSEWAY BAY NOT LATER THAN

1.45 P.M,

FIRST MEETING OF METRICATION COMMITTEE
%K K X ¥

THE METRICATION COMMITTEE APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNOR ON
DECEMBER 30 LAST YEAR HAS SET UP THREE SUB-~COMMITTEES TO LOOK AT
PROGRESS OF METRICATION IN GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS, CONSUMER
INTERESTS AND IN INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE.

THE SETTING UP OF THESE SUB-COMMITTEES WAS AGREED AT THE
COMMITTEE’S F IRST MEETING HELD AT THE GOVERNMENT SECRETARIAT

YESTERDAY (MONDAY),
ALL 12 MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE WERE PRESENT AT THE MEETING.

DURING THE MEETING, THE COMMITTEE AGREED TO REQUEST THE
AUSTRAL IAN METRIC CONVERSION BOARD TO PERMIT ITS EXECUTIVE SECRETARY,
MR, A.F,A. HARPER, WHO WILL BE PASSING THROUGH HONG KONG IN MAY, TO
EXTEND HIS STAY HERE FOR A FEW DAYS SO THAT HE CAN GIVE THE HONG
KONG METR ICATION COMMITTEE ADVICE AS WELL AS THE BENEFIT OF HIS

EXPERTISE.
THE NEXT MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE WILL BE ON MARCH 6.

i T T SR

/5 sesnse
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NOTE TO EDITORS:

PARTY FOR GERIATRIC PATIENTS SF*PR!NCESS MARGARET HOSPITAL
* * % .

MORE THAN 100 ELDERLY PATIENTS IN THE GERIATRIC WARDS OF
PRINCESS MARGARET MOSPITAL WILL BE TREATED TO A LUNAR NEW.YEAR

PARTY ON FRIDAY (FEBRUARY 3).

THE ANNUAL PARTY, ORGANISED BY STAFF OF THE GERIATRIC UNIT,
WILL BE ATTENDED BY THE DIRECTOR OF MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES,

DR. K.L. THONG,

THERE WILL BE A CANTONESE OPERA AND A MAGIC SHOW AND GIFTS
WILL ALSO BE DISTRIBUTED TO THE PATIENTS.

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO SEND REPRESENTATIVES TO COVER
THE OCCASION. THE PARTY WILL BE HELD IN THE GERIATRIC WARDS

FROM 2 P.M, TO 3 P.M,

NATIONAL DANCE SEMINAR AT HOMANTIN GOVERNMENT SCHOOL
® X % X * %

THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT IS ORGANISING A NATIONAL DANCE
SEMINAR WITH THE IMPERIAL SOCIETY OF TEACHERS OF DANCING.

THE SEMINAR WILL BE HELD TOMORROW (WEDNESDAY) FROM 6 P.M.
T0 8.30 P.M, AT THE HOMANTIN GOVERNMENT MIDDLE SCHOOL, KOWLOON.
MORE THAN 200 TEACHERS FROM PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS AND
LECTURERS FROM COLLEGES OF EDUCATION ARE EXPECTED TO ATTEND.

MR, RAY BIRD, PRINCIPAL INSPECTOR (PHYSICAL EDUCATION),
WILL WELCOME THE SPEAKERS AND DELIVER THE OPENING SPEECH. MISS
PEARL CHAN, HONG KONG REPRESENTATIVE OF THE IMPERIAL SOCIETY OF
TEACHERS OF DANCING, WILL SPEAK ON +EUROPEAN FOLK DANCE,+ WHILE
MISS JUNE RYCROFT, VISITING EXAMINER OF THE SOCIETY'S NATIONAL
DANCE BRANCH, WILL DEMONSTRATE AND TEACH +EUROPEAN FOLK DANCE
TECHN IQUES+, MISS WINNIE HO, INSPECTOR OF SCHOOLS, PHYSICAL
EDUCATION SECTION, WILL CONDUCT .THE OPEN DISCUSS IONS.

NOTE TO EDITORS:

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO SEND REPRESENTATIVES TO COVER
THE NATIONAL DANCE SEMINAR BETWEEN 6 P,M, AND 8,30 P.M, ON
FEBRUARY 1, AT THE HOMANTIN GOVERNMENT MIDDLE SCHOOL, PERTH
STREET, KOWLOON.
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RE=OPENING OF HOI FOO STREET
% % X X X

THE TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT ANNOUNCED TODAY THAT THE SECTION OF
HOlI FOO STREET BETWEEN SHAU KE! WAN ROAD AND SA| WAN.HQ STREET
WILL BE RE=OPENED TO TRAFFIC FROM 10 A.M. ON THURSDAY (FEBRUARY 2)
FOLLOWING THE COMPLETION OF CABLE LAYING WORKS.

AT THE SAME TIME, ONE-WAY TRAFFIC WILL BE RESTORED ON THE
SECTION OF SA| WAN HO STREET BETWEEN HOI AN STREET AND HOI FOO
STREET.

APPROPRIATE TRAFFIC SIGNS WILL BE SET UP TO GUIDE MOTORISTS.
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GOVERNOR LAYS FOUNDATION STCNE FOR TSUEN WAN TOWN HALL
- ¥

The following is the full text of the speech by the Governor,
Sir Murray MacLehose, at the laying of the fourdation stone for the
Tsuen Wan Town Hall today:

I am sure the people of Tsuen Wan will all share my deep
personal satisfaction that the foundation gstone of their Town Hall has
been laid, and that they can expect the Hall to open before the end of
next year.

The present pace and growia >f conatruction in the conurbation
of Teuen Wan/Kwai Chung/Tsing I is phenomenal. But the building of
this Town Eall marks a turning point in its development as a community.

It is also symbolic of the Government's new policy in the New
Territories as a whole. This policy walks on three legs: The Heung
Yee Kuk as the adviser about Hew Territories affairs:; the more direct
association of residents with the administration of their own towns or

districts through participation in District Advisory Boards; and the

vovision of community cultural and recreational facilities of all sorts
.

up to standards normal in the urban areas. 1t is symptomatic of this
policy that while this Hall is being built, long-overdue constructicn
of the market is underway, the Yeung Uk.Road sportsground is being

constructed, and that of the 26 secondary schools to be built by 1981,

four have been completed and eight are under construciion at the present time.

/The Government se.ess
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The Government must have the advice of the residents in
administering and developing this large new city. So 1 am delighted
that traditional leaders - the rural committees - new settlers, and
representative organisations have come together to work for the benefit
of Tsuen Wan in the Tsuen Wan Advisory Board. This has already provided
funds to increase cultural and recreational activities, and has started
to publish a local newspaper, I count on it to play an increasingly
important role - organising programmes of activity, suggesting priori-
ties for future Government effort, stimulating the clean-up of the
dirty and unkempt corners of the town, and giving constructive advice
on all manner of things affecting the life of the town and its people.

The Town Hall has been built to give social and cultural focus
to 1ife in the Tsuen Wan conurbation. It is an improved version of the
concert hall of the Hong Kong City Hall but with a bigger stage to

accommodate opera, ballet and larger symphony orchestras. It will have

a noticeable Tsuen Wen personality, because of the stimulus given by the

Advisory Board in promoting a competition for an emblem and for the wall
decorations and carpets. The building will cost #23 million and was
made possible by an initial generous contribution of #10 million from
the Royal Hong Kong Jockey Club.

Ladies and gentlemen, it has given me great pleasure to
the foundation stone of your Town Hall and to wish Tsuen Wan and

people a happy and prosperous future.






