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NEW PREMISES FOR HAWKERS AT SAU MAU PING
I

Registered hawkers now trading at Sau Mau Ping Estate Stage II will
be moving into the Resettlément Department's modular markets later this
month to ply their trade. -

The modular markets, built ingide the eétate oompound, are aimed
at giving these hawkers a clean and sanitary trading centre.

There are about 460 eligible hawkers at Sau Mau Ping and the& will
be given a stall either through a ballot or aﬁ auction.

Sixty-six stalls earmarked for meat, fish, poultry and cooked food
trades will be auctioned and rents for each of these stalls will be #200 a month.

The rest of the stalis, which have been designated for general trades,
will be put up for balloting. Rents for the general stalls wili be between
$30 and $60 a month. |

The auction will take place on méaday (November 14) and the balloting

will follow two days later.

Only registered hawkers are eligible for the auction or ballot and

there are enough stalls for all of them.

A Resettlenent Dep%rtment spokesman said that the replacement of hawker
stalls by these modular markets will improve greatly thé appearance as well
as the sanitation of the sstate, :

Modular markets have also been built in estates at Yau Tong and Castle
Peak in Kowloon and Hing Wah on Hong Kong Islan%. |

The dates when khese markets will be méde available to hawkers have

not yet been announced.
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NEW TECHNIQUE OF FIGHTING HILL FIRES
LE L L E LR S
liith the onset of dry weather, the danger of hill fires is again
threatening the landscape of Hong Kong's countryside.

Worse than that, these fires, by killing the vegetative cover, expose

the soil to erosion and destroy the natural habitats of wild animals and birds.

To combat hill fires, the Conservation and Forests Division of the
Agriculture and Fisheries Department has recently started to employ a '"controlled
burning" technique by which means, fire barriers are economically created.

This is done by burning away grass and other dry vegetation at the
end of summer under controlled and carefully supervised conditions.

The roots of the vegetation are unharmed, and the plants grow again
the next spring.

A hill fire starting within such an area will not spread because it is
confined by the fire barriers of non-combustible material.

A spokesman of the Agriculture and Fisheries Deparitment said that in
most cases, hill fires are started by the carelessness of men - hikers, motorists
and villagers,

People from urban areas on é country visit, driving along the road or
camping out in the open, should remember not to discard either lighted cigarette
ends or matches,

Those who intend to light a pienic or camp fire ought to stay well
away from grass or wood patches, never leave the fire unattended, and be sure to
completely put out the fire before they leave the-area.

/If the AsEesEee




Sunday, November 12, 1972

If the grass or leaves should accidentally catch fire, then the
immediate action must be to stamp or beat the fire out. The broken off branch
of a leafy tree makes a good beater.

Should the five get out of hand, don't panic but quickly send for
help; ask other parties of visitors to help; go to the nearest Forestry
Post or fire lookout calin; telephone the Conservation and Forests Division
on 3=688523 (during office hours) or 3-781211 (after office hours), or dial
999 and report to the Fire Services Department.

. In the case of villagers or farmers wanting to burn off weeds, they

should do so only when the day is not windy, and when there is no risk of the

fire spreading.

In the 1971-72 hill fire season, over SOO fires were reported to the

Agriculture and Fisheries D partment-and some 1,800 acres were destroyed or
daméiged, About 20 per cent eof that land was within forest plantation areas.

About 300,000 trees were lost, and that estimate does not include the
extensive damage to village woodlands.

Some 320 of the total 800 fires broke out during weekends and public
holidays, showing how respousibility fell heavily on visitors from the city.

The combination of dry weather and festivals involving ancestor
worship, with the burning of ritual papers and joss sticks at gravesides,
also has a rerious adverse effect on the incidence of fires.

To remind people of the danger of fire when the weather is dry, the
Royal Observatory has recently sterted using a new warning system, comparable

to the typhoon signal service.
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A yellow fire danger warning means everything which will burn is
dried out, and any outbreak of fire will spread rapidly.

A red fire danger warning will only be issued when the situation is
even worse and the danger is extreme, when a mere spark will start a blaze
which will spread with the speed of lightning.

The ConBervation and Forests Division of the Agriculture and Fisheries
Department is concerned about hill fires, and is responsible for fighting sueh
fires.

The Division operates seven fire protection posts, and throughout

the hill fire season 12 teams of fire-fighters, each consisting of 12 to 20

men, are stationed in strategic locations.
These teams are equipped with landrovers, portable pumps and other

light-weight fire fighting equipment so that they can cover hilly terrain quiekly.
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