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TASK FORCE TO BOOST MAMNPOWER SUPPLY
it 3t 2 3% 3t

THE LABOUR DEPARTMENT (S BUILDING UP A SPEGIAL 12-MAN TASK
FORCE OF HIGHLY=QUALIFIED AND EXPERIENCED EXPERTS TO BOOST HOMNG
KOMNG®S SUPPLY OF SKILLED MANPOWER.

THE AIM IS TO HELP INDUSTRY CREATE A RESERVOIR OF PROPERLY-
TRAINED TECHMNOLOGISTS, TECHHMICIANS, CRAFTSMEN AND SEMI-SKILLED
WORKERS TO KEEP IT AHEAD OF ITS MAIN TRADING RIVALS.

THE EXPERTS ARE BEING CAREFULLY RECRUITED BY THE DEPARTMENT®S
INDUSTRIAL TRAINING DIVISION, WHICH HAS BEEN EXPANDED SINCE THE
HONG KONG TRAINING COUNCIL WAS SET UP I} LATE 1973, THE ENTIRE
TRAINING COUNCIL COMPLEX IS SERVICED BY THE DIVISION,

WHEN THE TASK FORCE 1S FINALLY ASSEMPLED, EACH MAN WILL BE
ASSIGNED TO HELP ONE OF HONG KONG®S 10 MAJOR INDUSTRIES = MECHANICAL
ENG INEERING, ELECTRICAL, TEXTILES, AUTOMOBILE, DUILDING AND CIVIL

EE?&$?EEING, SHIPDUILDING, GLOTH!&G, PLASTICS, ELECTRONICS AND
1G. :

SIX OF THE NEW RECRUITS HAVE ALREADY JOINED THE DEPARTMENT
AND THE REST ARE EXPECTED TO JOIN SOOI,

THE NEW OFFICERS, AND THEIR SPECIALITIES, ARE ¢ MR. AU YEUNG
MAN=TAK, (MECHANICAL ENGINEERING)= MR, MAK PING=FUN, (ELECTRICAL)=
MR, YEUNG PUI-SANG, (TEXTILE)= MR, CHONG SHIK-KAM, (AUTOMOBILE
REPAIRS AND SERVICING)= MR, WONG MAN=KAI, (BUILDING AND GIVIL
Eggé?ﬁgglma}a AND MR, MOY NGOI=CHEUNG, (MACHINE SHOP AND METAL

THE OTHER OFFICERS TO JOIN LATER WILL COVER SUCH INDUSTRIES
AS SHIPBUILDING AND SHIP REPAIRS, CLOTHING, PLASTICS, ELECTRONICS
AND PRINTING. THE DIVISION IS HEADED BY MR. HORACE KNIGHT, AN
ASS ISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR LABOUR (INDUSTRIAL TRAINING) AND HIS
NEWLY-RECRUITED DEPUTY, MR. T.Y. CHUl= BOTH MEN HAVE WIDE
EXPERIENCE IN INDUSTRY AND GOVERNMENT,

MR. KNIGHT SAID TODAY THAT NEARLY ALL THE NEW OFFICERS IN
HIS DIVISION —= THOSE ALREADY ON THE STAFF AND THOSE TO COME -
ggvgogﬁn WORK ING EXPERIENCE IN EITHER THE PUBLIC OR PRIVATE SECTOR
' ilie

+ALL OF THEM ARE EXPERTS IN THEIR OWN FIELDS, AND THEY WILL

EEIQBLE TO SPEAKX TO INDUSTRIALISTS Il THEIR OWN LANGUAGE,+ HE

/+YE DELIBERATELY .
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+WE DELIBERATELY AIMED OUR RECRUITING EXERCISE AT THIS,
RECAUSE IT 1S ESSENTIAL THAT PEOPLE IN INDUSTRY HAVE THE GREATEST
CCF IDENCE IN OUR OFF ICERS TO BE ABLE TO RECOGMNISE AND DISCUSS
TnAIHING PROBLEMS, AND MORE IMPORTANTLY, PROVIDE POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

TO THEM,

+THE NEW OFFICERS - WHO WILL CARRY THE TITLES OF INDUSTRIAL
TRAINING OFFICER OR ASSISTANT INDUSTRIAL TRAINING OFFIGER - HOLD
QUAL IF ICATIONS AWARDED BY RECOGMISED INSTITUUUTIONS IN HONG KONG
AND OVERSEAS.+

MR, KNIGHT SAID THE TASK FORCE WOULD TAKE A TWO-PRONGED
APPROACH TO THE PROBLEM OF INDUSTRIAL MANPOUER IN HONG KONG.

AS SECRETARIES OF TRAINING BOARDS OF THE TRAINING COUNCIL,
THEY WOULD CONDUCT REGULAR MANPOWER SURVEYS IN INDIVIDUA .

INDUSTRIES TO FIND OUT THE MEEDS AT ALL LEVELS AND TO BUILD UP
A BASIS FOR FUTURE MANPOWER PROJECTION AND PLANNING.

SECONDLY, THEY WOULD ENCOURAGE AND ASSIST EMPLOYERS TO TRAIN
IN THE MOST EFFECTIVE, MODERN AND SYSTEMATIC WAY, THE REQUIRED
WORKFORCE ACCORDING TO THE NEEDS SHOUN IN THE SURVEYS. :

MR, KMIGHT SAID PLANS WERE IN HAND TO SURVEY EVERY MAJOR
INDUSTRY AT LEAST ONCE EVERY TUO YEAR.

+THE DIVISION ALREADY HAS A VERY GOOD FRAMEWORK THROUGH THE
PROPER APPRENTICE TRAINING SCHEMES ESTADBLISHED OVER THE LAST FOUR
YEARS,+ HE SAID. ' )

+STARTING VIRTUALLY FROM SCRATCH, THERE ARE NOW MORE THAN
180 ESTABL ISHMENTS USING OUR APPRENTICE=TRAINING SCHEMES, INVOLVING
ABOUT 3,000 APPRENTICES WE HAVE PLACED WITH THEM.

+BUT WE MUST BE FRANK = WE HAVE ONLY JUST SCRATCHED THE
SURFACE,

+TO ILLUSTRATE WHAT | MEAN, THE FIRST MANPOWER SURVEYS
CONDUCTED BY THE DIVISION SHOW THAT HOMG KONG’S INDUSTRIES NEED
3,000 NEW TECHNIGCIANS AND 10,000 CRAFTSMEN EVERY YEAR.

+HOWEVER, WITH THE ESTABL ISHMENT OF THE HONG KONG TRAINING
COUNGIL, AND WITH A MORE ENTHUSIASTIC RESPONSE FROM INDUSTRY,
WE sHoulD SEE A CLOSER CORRELATION BETWEEN THE VOLUME AND QUALITY
OF TRAINING AND THE MANPOWER NEEDS OF INDUSTRY.+

MR. KNIGHT STRESSED THAT HIS HIGH=POWERED TEAM OF PROFESS IONALS
WOULD ALWAYS BE WILLING TO ASSIST ANY EMPLOYER WHO NEEDED ADVICE
OR HELP ON PRODUCING GREATER SKILLS Il HIS YORKFORCE.

+OUR SERVICE IS FREE, BUT THE BENEFITS TO OUR INDUSTRIES
ARE TREMENDOUS,+ HE SAID,
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LEl MUK SHUE ESTATE NEARING COMPLETION
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THE FINAL PHASE OF THE HOUSING AUTHORITY'S LEI MUK SHUE
ESTATE IS NEARING COMPLETION,

TWO OF THE SIX MULTI=-STOREY BLOCKS BUILT BY THE ARCHITECTURAL
DIVISION OF THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT ARE BEING HANDED OVER
TO THE HOUSING DEPARTMENT FOR INTAKE., THE OTHER FOUR BLOCKS
WILL BE COMPLETED IN ABOUT JUNE.

THE ESTATE 1S HOUSING ABOUT 30,000 PEOPLE AT PRESENT AND
WILL BE ABLE TO TAKE IN ANOTHER 18,000 PEOPLE.

WHEN FULLY DEVELOPED, THE ESTATE WILL BE SELF-SUFF ICIENT.
THERE WILL BE A LARGE COMMERCIAL CENTRE AND A RESTAURANT
TOGETHER WITH ADEQUATE MARKETING FACILITIES TO MEET THE
RES IDENTS® NEEDS.

THE ESTATE WILL ALSO HAVE A COMMUNITY HALL, A NURSERY

THREE PRIMARY SCHOOLS AND PREMISES FOR VELFARE DRGhNISATIDES.

PR L W o e

WATER CUT IN CENTRAL
3 3t % 3% ¢ 3
A NUMBER OF PREMISES IN CENTRAL DISTRICT W
. WATER SUPPLY TURNED OFF FOR FIVE HOURS BEGINHIN&LETHQVE.;?Eég
TUESDAY (MARCH 18) TO FACILITATE A NIGHT LEAKAGE TEST TO BE
CARRIED OUT BY THE WATERWORKS OFFICE®S WASTE DETECTION SECTION.,

AFFECTED WILL BE THE AREA BOUNDED BY POTTINGER STREET,

QUEEN’S ROAD CENTRAL, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, DES VOEUX
CENTRAL, WING §O STREET AND THE SEAFRONT. o o o
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WORK ON ABERDEEN PILOT TUNNEL PROSRESSING
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WHEN YOU DRIVE ALONG MOUNT NICHOLSON ROAD IN THE MID-LEVELS,
TRY 70 IMAGINE TEAMS OF WORKERS BUSY DRILLING AND BLASTING A
TUNTIEL. SOME 650 FEET BENEATH YOU,

THIS 1S NO FANTASY. THE WORKERS ARE ON THE ABERDEEN PILOT
TUNNEL PROJECT AND THEY HAVE NOW PROGRESSED NEARLY HALF A MILE
FROM THE HAPPY VALLEY END OF THE TUMMEL AND ARE HEADING QUICKLY
TOWARDS THE OTHER END AT ABERDEEN,

ACCORDING TO A PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN, WORK ON
THE PROJECT HAS BEEN PROCEEDING ON SCHEDULE AND IS EXPECTED TO
BE COMPLETED IN AUGUST THIS YEAR,

THE $6 MILLION PILOT PROJECT WAS UNDERTAKEN TO INVESTIGATE
THE ROCK AND SOIL CONDITIONS ALONG THE PROPOSED TUNNEL AL IGNMENT,
AND TO FORESTALL PROBLEMS THAT MIGHT ARISE WHEN ACTUAL VWORK
ON THE TUNNEL BEGINS,

THE PILOT TUNNEL IS ABOUT SEVEN AND A HALF FEET HIGH AND
FIVE FEET WIDE. . TO ADVANCE A METRE, OR A LITTLE MORE THAN A YARD
SOME 40 LBS OF DYNAMITE ARE REQUIRED TO BLAST THE ROCK SURFACE.

ABOUT 25 TONS OF THE DYNAMITE WOULD HAVE BEEN USED BY THE
TIME THE TUNNEL IS BROKEN THROUGH, AND TEAMS OF WORKERS ARE NOW
HOSK:?E ROUND THE CLOCK TO BURROW THROUGH THE OTHER HALF OF THE
1.2 MILE TUNNEL,

WHILE THEY ARE WORKING UNDERGROUND, ROCK SAMPLES ARE
REGULARLY TAKEN OUT FOR ANALYSIS BY LOCAL AND OVERSEAS LABORATORIES.
SO0 FAR, MOST OF THE SPECIMENS WERE FOUND TO BE GRANITE AND
VOLCANIC ROCKS WHICH SHOULD NOT PRESENT ANY MAJOR DIFFICULTY
IN THE TUNNELING WORK.

THE ABERDEEN TUNNEL WILL TAKE ABOUT FIVE YEARS TO BUILD
ONCE OFFICIAL APPROVAL IS GIVEN. ON COMPLETION, IT WILL HAVE
TWO TUBES WITH TWO LANES EACH FOR VEHICULAR TRAFFIC, AND WILL
GREATLY SHORTEN TRAVELLING TIME BETWEEN THE NORTHERN AND
SOUTHERN PARTS OF HONG KONG ISLAND,
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