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FARMERS BENEFIT FROM TRUST FUNDS
* % % %

THOUSANDS OF LOCAL FARMERS HAVE BENEFITED FROM LOW=INTEREST
LOANS FROM TWO TRUST FUNDS ADMINISTERED BY THE AGRICULTURE AAND
FISHERIES DEPARTMENT UNDER ITS 22-YEAR-OLD AGRICULTURAL CREDIT

SCHEME.

THE TWO TRUST FUNDS IN THE SCHEME = THE KADOORIE AGRICULTURAL
AID LOAN FUND AND THE J.E. JOSEPH TRUST FUND - ARE DESIGNED TO
HELP FARMERS TO INCREASE THEIR OUTPUT BY LOAN GRANTS SO AS TO
ENABLE THEM TO BUY FARMING EQUIPMENT, LIVESTOCK FEEDS, FERTILISERS,
INSECTICIDES, SEEDS, AND OTHER FARMTNG MATERIAL, AS WELL AS TO
FINANCE THE CONSTRUCTION OF FARM STRUCTURES AND FISH PONDS, AND
DEVELOP NEW AGRICULTURAL LAND.

AN AVERAGE OF 2,200 APPLICATIONS FOR LOANS FROM BOTH FUNDS
ARE RECEIVED ANNUALLY.

TODAY, THE TWO TRUST FUNDS HAVE A COMBINED CAPITAL OF MORE
THAN $7 MILLION AND HAVE SO FAR GRANTED LOANS WORTH MORE THAN
$98 MILLION TO FARMERS.

A SPOKESMAN FOR THE AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES DEPARTMENT
EXPECTS THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF LOANS GRANTED TO REACH $100 MILLION
NEXT MONTH AS MORE AND MORE FARMERS MAKE USE OF THIS FACILITY
TO IMPROVE AND INCREASE THEIR PRODUCTION.

HE POINTED OUT THAT APART FROM LOANS, THE DEPARTMENT ALSO
PROVIDES FARMERS WITH TECHNICAL ADVICE ON HOW TO OPERATE NEW
EQUIPMENT, SIMPLE CONSTRUCTION WORK, THE INSTALLATION OF MACHINERY,
FARM MANAGEMENT AND MODERN FARMING TECHNIQUE.

HE SAID: +THROUGH THESE VARIOUS FORMS OF ASSISTANCE, FARMING
INDUSTRY IN HONG KONG HAS ENTERED A MECHANISATION ERA,+

THE SPOXESMAN ADDED A TOTAL OF 2,400 SMALL MECHANISED
CULTIVATORS AND ABOUT 1,500 UNITS OF SPRINKLERS ARE NOW IN
USE IN THE FARMING INDUSTRY.

APPLICATIONS FOR LOANS FROM THE TwQ TRUST FUNDS ARE MADE
THROUGH THE E IGHT AGRICULTURAL LIAISON OFFICES OF THE DEPARTMENT
IN THE NEW TERRITORIES.

ON RECEIVING A LOAN APPLICATION, AN OFFICER OF THE DEPARTMENT
WOULD VISIT THE APPLICANT TO ASSESS HIS NEED, REPAYMENT ABILITY
AND THE PRACTICABILITY OF THE PROPOSED PLAN TO BE FINANCED BY
THE LOAN. SUCH PROCESS NORMALLY TAKES TWO WEEKS.

HE POINTED OUT THAT THERE IS NO CEILING FOR THE MAXIMUM AMOUNT
OF AN INDIVIDUAL LOAN AS EACH APPLICATION IS CONSIDERED ON ITS
OWN MERITS. +HOWEVER, THE AVERAGE SINGLE LOAN GRANTED IN 1977
WAS ABOUT $3,500, WITH MOST OF THEM USED IN BUYING FEEDS,
ESPECIALLY FOR P1GS AND CHICKEN, FERTILISERS, FARMING MACHINERY
AND LAND,+ HE SAID,

THE PERIOD OF REPAYMENT NORMALLY BY INSTALMENTS VARIES,
DEPENDING ON THE SIZE OF THE LOAN., THE I“TE“E£* RATES ARE VERY
LOW RANGING FROM 3 PER CENT TO NEARLY 5 PLR CENT A YEAR AND THE
INITIAL LOAN OF UNDER $1,000 IS GENERALLY INTEREST-FREE,
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CALL FOR HORE‘FRiENDéiﬂF PROBATIONERS
* % %

MR. MAK WING-HONG, HEAD OF THE PROBATION AND CORRECTIONS
DIVISION OF THE SOCIAL WELFARE DEPARTMENT, TODAY APPEALED TO THE
PUBLIC FOR SUPPORT OF THE ’YOLUNTEER SCHEME FOR PROBATIONERS® -
A REHABILITATION PROGRAMME RENDERED BY SELECTED VOLUNTEERS TO
PROVIDE PERSONAL HELP AND MORAL SUPPORT FOR YOUNG OFFENDERS.

MR. MAK WAS SPEAKING AT THE PRESENTATION OF CERTIFICATE OF
APPREC IATION TO NINE LOCAL RESIDENTS WHO HAVE SUCCESSFULLY
COMPLETED A SIX-MONTH ASSIGNMENT TO AID THE PROBATIONERS.

THE NINE VOLUNTEERS WHO HAVE OFFERED COMPANIONSHIP AND OTHER
ASS ISTANCE TO YOUNG OFFENDERS INCLUDE A POL ICEWOMAN, A YOUTH
WORKER, A CHINESE HERBALIST, A DRAFTSMAN, A MUSICIAN, A LIBRARIJAN
AND THREE TEACHERS.

MR. MAK SAID THAT COMMUNITY SUPPORT WAS VITAL IN THE
SUCCESSFUL REHABILITATION OF YOUNG OFFENDERS.

+AFTERALL THE REAL AIM OF PROBATION SERVICE IS TO HELP
YOUNGSTERS AT VARIANCE WITH THE LAW TO PROGRESS FROM DEL INQUENCY
TO BECOME LAW=ABIDING CITIZENS WITHIN THE COMMUNITY AGAIN,+ HE SAID.

MR. MAK EXPLAINED THAT A PROBATION OFF ICER COULD ONLY PROVIDE
GUIDANCE FOR THE YOUNG OFFENDERS, CORRECT THEIR DEVIATED CONCEPT,
AND HELP THEM TO RECAPTURE SELF-RESPECT AND CONF IDENCE.

+|F THE OFFENDERS ARE NOT ACCEPTED BY THE COMMUNITY, THEY WILL
FEEL BEING DISCRIMINATED AGAINST AND REJECTED, AND THE EFFORTS
OF THE PROBATION OFF ICERS WILL BECOME FRUITLESS.+

TURNING TO THE NINE VOLUNTEERS AWARDED WITH THE CERTIF ICATE
OF APPRECIATION, MR, MAK SAID THAT THEY HAD DEVOTED MUCH OF THEIR
TIME AND EFFORT TO THEIR ASSIGNMENT.

+NOT ONLY HAVE THESE VOLUNTEERS DONE VERY WELL IN THEIR
IENTATION COURSE, BUT ALSO WHEN THEY EMBARKED ON PRACTICAL WORK,
EIR PERFORMANCE HAVE BEEN OUTSTANDING.

+THEY HAVE HELPED MANY PROBATIONERS DIRECTLY AND INDIRECTLY
WITH THE IR PROBLEMS AND THEIR ENTHUSIASM [N SERVING THE COMMUNITY
HAS BEEN MOST ENCOURAG ING, +

THE VOLUNTEER SCHEME FOR PROBATIONERS WHICH STARTED IN 1975
IS A COMPLEMENTARY SERVICE RUN BY THE SOCIAL WELFARE DEPARTMENT
TO HELP REFORM PROBATIONERS ON A FRIENDSHIP BASIS, SINCE ITS
INCEPTION, THE NUMBER OF VOLUNTARY WORKERS HAS INCREASED FROM

25 TO 50,

INITIALLY, THE VOLUNTEERS WILL PARTICIPATE IN AN ORIENTATION
COURSE IN WHICH TALKS, GROUP DISCUSSIONS AND OBSERVATION VISITS

ARE ARRANGED FOR THEM.
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DURING THE COURSE, THEY WILL ACQUIRE THE BASIC KNOWLEDGE ON
THE PROBATION SERVICE, THEIR ROLE AND FUNCTIONS AS VOLUNTEERS,
AND THE SPECIAL PROEBLEMS OF DRUG ADDICTS, TRIAD OFFENDERS AND
PROBLEM GIRLS.

WHEN THEY HAVE BEEN ORIENTATED, THEY WILL BE '"MATCHED’ WITH
THE PROBATIONERS AND START HELPING TO REFORM THEM,

THE SCHEME IS AN EFFECTIVE METHOD OF REFORMING YOUNG OFFENDERS
BECAUSE A YOUNG OFFENDER MAY FEEL MORE AT EASE AND LESS SUSP IC I0US
TOWARDS A VOLUNTEER WHO 1S NOT ASSOCIATED WITH THE AUTHORITIES AND
IS LIKELY TO CONF IDE HIS DEEPEST FEELINGS TO HIM.

ANOTHER ADVANTAGE OF THE SCHEME IS THAT A VOLUNTEER COULD
LEAD A PROBATIONER TO A NEW CIRCLE OF FRIENDS AND HELP HIM BREAK
AWAY FROM HIS FORMER BAD ASSOCIATES.
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IMPROVEMENTS TO ANOTHER SECTION OF SOUTH LANTAU ROAD
¥ X% X %

IMPROVEMENTS WILL BE MADE SHORTLY TO ANOTHER SECTION OF
SOUTH LANTAU ROAD TO PROVIDE BETTER ACCESS FOR BOTH VEHICULAR AND

PEDESTRIAN TRAFF IC,

THE SECTION OF THE ROAD BETWEEN SHU! HAU AND SHEK PIK WILL
BE WIDENED TO TWO-LANE WITH A FOOTPATH ON ONE SIDE ALONG ITS

ENTIRE LENGTH.

THE ROADWORKS WILL FORM THE FINAL PART OF A $35 MILLION
SCHEME TO IMPROVE BY STAGES SOUTH LANTAU ROAD BETWEEN CHEUNG SHA
AND KEUNG SHAN ALONG THE SOUTHERN PART OF THE ISLAND.

PUBL IC WORKS DEPARTMENT CONTRACTORS ARE ALREADY WELL UNDERWAY
ON THE FIRST THREE STAGES OF THE SCHEME COVERING THE SECTION FROM
CHEUNG SHA TO TONG FUK.

ISLANDS DISTRICT OFFICER, MR, VICTOR YUNG, SAID TODAY
LANTAU ISLAND HAD BECOME |NCREASINGLY POPULAR AS A PICNIC AREA
AND THE PLANNED IMPROVEMENTS TO THE ROAD SHOULD GREATLY FACILITATE
RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES ON THE I[SLAND.

IN ORDER TO ENABLE THE ROADWORKS TO BE CARRIED OUT, THE
GOVERNMENT 1S TO RESUME ABOUT 2,100 SQUARE METRES OF PRIVATE
AGR ICULTURAL LAND ALONG THE ROAD SECTION EARMARKED FOR IMPROVEMENTS,

MR. YUNG SAID THAT NO BUILDING LAND OR TEMPORARY STRUCTURES
WOULD HAVE TO BE CLEARED AND NO FAMILIES WOULD BE DISPLACED.

+THE GOVERNMENT WILL PAY COMPENSATION FOR CROPS, FRUIT TREES,
GRAVES AND BONE POTS AS WELL AS EX-GRATIA ALLOWANCE TO CULTIVATORS,
HE SAID.
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NOTE TO EDITORS:

MPS TO GIVE PRESS CONFERENCE
% % % % %

THE TWO LABOUR MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT, MR, BRYAN DAVIES AND
MR. JOHN CARTWRIGHT, NOW [N HONG KONG FOR A TEN=DAY OFFICIAL VISIT,
WILL GIVE A PRESS CONFERENCE AT 4,30 P,M. ON TUESDAY (JANUARY 10)
IN THE G.1.S. THEATRE, FIFTH FLOOR, BEACONSFIELD HOUSE.

YOU ARE INVITED TO SEND A REPORTER/PHOTOGRAPHER TO COVER THE
PRESS CONFERENCE.

TELEVISION CREWS ARE ADVISED TO ARRIVE EARLIER SO THAT THEY
HAVE AMPLE TIME TO SET UP THEIR EQUIPMENT.

BUS INESS FIRMS REQUIRED TO SUBMIT UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION
TO REGISTRAR OF COMPANIES
® % X % %

MANAGEMENTS OF BUSINESS FIRMS |INCORPORATED IN HONG KONG ARE
REMINDED OF THEIR RESPONSIBILITY TO SUBMIT UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION

ABOUT THEIR COMPANIES TO THE REGISTRAR OF COMPANIES.

A SPOKESMAN FOR THE REGISTRAR GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT SAID UNDER
THE COMPANIES ORDINANCE, MANAGEMENTS ARE REQUIRED TO COMPLETE AN
ANNUAL RETURN IN THE PRESCRIBED FORM AND FORWARD IT TO THE
REGISTRAR OF COMPANIES WITHIN 28 DAYS OF THEIR FIRST OR ONLY GENERAL

MEETING EACH YEAR.

THE SPOKESMAN SAID: +IF FOR ANY REASON, A COMPANY HAS BEEN
UNABLE TO HOLD A GENERAL MEETING IN 1977, AN ANNUAL RETURN
MADE UP TO DECEMBER 31, 1977 SHOULD BE FILED NOT LATER THAN
JANUARY 28 THIS YEAR.?*

IN ADDITION, MANAGEMENTS ARE ALSO REQUIRED TO NOTIFY THE
REGISTRAR OF COMPANIES OF ANY CHANGE IN THE REGISTERED PARTICULARS OF
DIRECTORS WITHIN 14 DAYS OF THE CHANGE AND IN THE SITUATION
OF THE REGISTERED OFF ICE WITHIN 28 DAYS.

THE SPOKESMAN ALSO REMINDED MANAGEMENTS OF FOREIGN COMPANIES
WHICH HAD ESTABL ISHED BUSINESS IN HONG KONG THAT THEY MUST COMPLY
WITH PART XI OF THE COMPANIES ORD INANCE,

+IN PARTICULAR, THEY ARE REQUIRED TO SUBMIT A BALANCE SHEET
OF THEIR COMPANY IN THE PRESCRIBED FORM TO THE REGISTRAR OF COMPANIES
EVERY CALENDAR YEAR AND TO REPORT TO HIM WITHIN 21 DAYS OF ANY
CHANGE IN THE COMPANY’S CONSTITUTION= THE DIRECTORS OR THEIR
PART ICULARS= AND THE NAMES OR ADDRESSES OF PERSONS AUTHORISED TO
ACCEPT SERVICE ON BEHALF OF THE COMPANY,+ HE ADDED.
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FIRING PRACTICE
* * %

FIRING PRACTICE WILL TAKE PLACE AT CASTLE PEAK RANGE ON
FOUR DAYS FROM MONDAY (JANUARY 9).

THE PUBLIC ARE REMINDED THAT [T IS DANGEROUS TO ENTER THE
AREA WHEN RED FLAGS ARE FLYING DURING THE TIME OF FIRING PRACTICE.

THE PRACTICE TIMES ARE :
DATE HOURS

JANUARY 9 (MONDAY) 8,30 A.M,

JANUARY 10 (TUESDAY) 8.30 A.M,
JANUARY 12 (THURSDAY) 8.30 AM.
JANUARY 13 (FRIDAY) 8.30 A.M,






