











WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 26, 1994

*BREAKDOWN OF PROSECUTIONS

TAXIMETER TOTAL
YEAR CHEATING OFFENCES (A) + (B)

1990
1991
1992
1993

1994
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SAFETY OF SCHOOL BUS
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FOLLOWING IS A QUESTION BY THE HON SELINA CHOW LIANG SUK-YEE

AND A WRITTEN REPLY BY THE SECRETARY FOR TRANSPORT, MR HAIDER BARMA,
IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY):

QUESTION : RECENTLY THERE HAVE BEEN REPEATED ACCIDENTS INVOLVING
SCHOOL PRIVATE LIGHT BUSES. THERE HAVE ALSO BEEN REPORTS
ON THE PROBLEMS OF THESE VEHICLES SUCH AS OVERLOADING AND
MODIFICATION OF SEATS TO INCREASE SEATING CAPACITY. THE
NUMBER OF PROSECUTIONS TAKEN BY THE ADMINISTRATION AGAINST
THE OFFENDERS IN THE FIRST HALF OF THIS YEAR HAS INCREASED
BY 40% WHEN COMPARED WITH THE FIGURE FOR- THE SAME PERIOD
LAST YEAR. IN VIEW OF THIS, WILL THE GOVERNMENT INFORM
THIS COUNCIL

(A) OF THE FREQUENCY OF INSPECTIONS CONDUCTED BY THE
ENFORCEMENT DEPARTMENTS CONCERNED TO CHECK THE
OVERLOADING OF SCHOOL PRIVATE LIGHT BUSES;

WHETHER CONSIDERATION WILL BE GIVEN TO STEPPING UP
MEASURES TO MONITOR THE SAFETY OF THESE VEHICLES, SUCH
AS INTRODUCING LEGISLATION REQUIRING EACH PASSENGER TO
WEAR A SEAT BELT; AND

WHETHER ANY REVIEW WILL BE CONDUCTED TO ASCERTAIN,

INTER ALIA, IF THE PENALTIES IMPOSED ON OFFENDERS ARE
TOO LIGHT?

/REPLY
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REPLY
ME PRESIDENT,

SCHOOL PRIVATE LIGHT BUSES, OR "NANNY VANS" AS THEY ARE
SOMETIMES CALLED, HAVE SEATING CAPACITY FOR BETWEEN 8 AND 16 STUDENTS.
APPLICANTS FOR LICENCES REQUIRE APPOINTMENT LETTERS FROM THE SCHOOLS
TO BE SERVED BEFORE THE LICENCES CAN BE GRANTED BY THE TRANSPORT
DEPARTMENT. TO DATE, 1931 SUCH VEHICLES HAVE BEEN LICENSED.

THE NUMBER OF PROSECUTIONS FOR OFFENCES ARISING FROM THE
OVERLOADING OF SCHOOL PRIVATE LIGHT BUSES ROSE FROM 24 IN THE FIRST
6 MONTHS OF LAST YEAR TO 34 IN THE SAME PERIOD THIS YEAR (I.E. AN
INCREASE OF ABOUT 40%)

ANSWERS TO THE THREE SPECIFIC QUESTIONS ARE:

(A) FREQUENCY OF INSPECTIONS

FROM MAY TO SEPTEMBER 1994, THE POLICE MOUNTED 24 OPERATIONS TO
CHECK ON SCHOOL SERVICE VEHICLES, INCLUDING SCHOOL PRIVATE LIGHT BUSES
AND SCHOOL BUSES. EACH OPERATION WAS TARGETED AT A PARTICULAR
GEOGRAPHICAL AREA, AND MANY BUSES WERE INSPECTED. IN ADDITION, SUCH
VEHICLES ARE CHECKED FROM TIME TO TIME AS PART OF NORMAL POLICE PATROL
DUTIES. SEPARATE STATISTICS ON THE NUMBERS OF INSPECTIONS WERE NOT
MAINTAINED BY THE POLICE PRIOR TO MAY THIS YEAR.

(B) STEPPING UP SAFETY MEASURES

WE ARE TAKING STEPS TO IMPROVE THE SAFE OPERATION OF SCHOOL
SERVICE VEHICLES. THIS INCLUDES A PROPOSAL TO AMEND ROAD TRAFFIC
LEGISLATION TO REQUIRE THE INSTALLATION OF WARNING DEVICES SO THAT THE
DRIVER IS ALERTED BY A BUZZER AND A RED LIGHT ON THE DASH BOARD, IF
THE VEHICLE'S EMERGENCY DOOR IS OPENED OR NOT PROPERLY CLOSED. IN
ANTICIPATION OF THE LEGISLATION BEING ENACTED, THE RELEVANT TRADE
ASSOCTATIONS ARE ADVISING THEIR MEMBERS TO INSTALL THIS EQUIPMENT NOW.
IN ADDITION, THE DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION ISSUES CIRCULARS TO SCHOOLS
ADVISING THEM OF THE IMPORTANCE OF SUPERVISING STUDENTS USING SCHOOL
BUSES.

THERE ARE TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES IN FITTING SEAT BELTS IN BUSES
BECAUSE OF THE ABSENCE OF PROPER ANCHOR POINTS FOR THE NORMAL THREE
POINT SEAT BELTS. VEHICLES ARE ALL IMPORTED AND WE WILL MONITOR
FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS IN BUS SAFETY TECHNOLOGY. ;

(C) PENALTIES ...uee
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(C) PENALTIES

AT PRESENT, DRIVERS CONVICTED OF OVERLOADING A SCHOOL SERVICE
VEHICLE ARE LIABLE ON FIRST CONVICTION TO A FINE OF $5,000 AND
IMPRISONMENT FOR THREE MONTHS, AND ON SECOND OR SUBSEQUENT CONVICTION
TO A FINE OF $10,000 AND IMPRISONMENT FOR SIX MONTHS. CARRYING EXCESS
PASSENGERS IS ALSO A FIXED PENALTY OFFENCE, WITH A FINE OF $450. FOR
THE TIME BEING THERE IS NO EVIDENCE TO SUGGEST THAT THE PRESENT LEVEL
OF PENALTIES PROVIDES AN INSUFFICIENT DETERRENT, BUT THE SITUATION IS
BEING MONITORED CLOSELY AND THE PENALTIES WILL BE REVIEWED IF
NECESSARY.
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SLOPE SAFETY
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FOLLOWING IS A QUESTION BY THE HON ALBERT CHAN WAI-YIP AND A
WRITTEN REPLY BY THE SECRETARY FOR WORKS, MR JAMES BLAKE, IN THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY):

QUESTION : A LANDSLIDE OCCURRED AT 14= MILES (TSING LUNG TAU) OF
CASTLE PEAK ROAD ON 7 AUGUST 1994. STAFF OF THE
GEOTECHNCIAL ENGINEERING OFFICE HAD SUBSEQUENTLY DISCLOSED
THAT THE FAILED SLOPE WAS NOT INCLUDED IN THE GOVERNMENT’S
CATALOGUE OF SLOPES. LATER ON, WHEN THE HIGHWAYS
DEPARTMENT AND THE GEOTECHNCIAL ENGINEERING OFFICE CARRIED
OUT A FULL-SCALE INSPECTION OF THE SLOPES ALONG CASTLE PEAK
ROAD FROM TSING LUNG TAU TO TSUEN WAN, APPROXIMATELY 40
SLOPES WERE FOUND TO BE IN NEED OF REPAIRS OR STABILIZATION
WORK. THESE INCIDENTS INDICATE THE GRAVITY OF THE PROBLEMS
POSED BY SLOPES ALONG CASTLE PEAK ROAD. 1IN VIEW OF THIS,
WILL THE GOVERNMENT INFORM THIS COUNCIL

(A)WHETHER SIMILAR INSPECTIONS HAVE BEEN CARRIED OUT OF
THE SLOPES ALONG HIGHWAYS OTHER THAN CASTLE PEAK ROAD,;
IF 50, WHAT THE FINDINGS ARE; AND

(B)HOW IT CAN ENSURE THAT SIMILAR ACCIDENTS WILL NOT
OCCUR IN THE FUTURE?
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REPLY :

MR PRESIDENT,

(A) MANY OF THE SLOPES ALONG HIGHWAYS ARE INCLUDED IN THE
CATALOGUE PREPARED BY GEO IN 1977/78., THESE SLOPES,
LIKE OTHER SLOPES IN THE CATALOGUE, ARE INSPECTED BY
GOVERNMENT TO ASCERTAIN THEIR STABILITY, IN ORDER OF
THEIR PRIORITY RANKING, A RANKING WHICH HAS BEEN
ASSESSED BASED ON THE STABILITY CONDITIONS AS WELL AS
THE FAILURE CONSEQUENCES OF THE SLOPE. 1IN ADDITION TO
THE STABILITY INSPECTIONS, MAINTENANCE INSPECTIONS,
SUCH AS AT CASTLE PEAK ROAD, ARE ALSO CARRIED OUT FOR
SLOPES ALONG HIGHWAYS. THIS IS DONE BY HIGHWAYS
DEPARTMENT PERSONNEL AT TECHNICAL AND PROFESSIONAL
LEVEL, AND AT FREQUENCIES SPECIFIED BY THE
GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEERING OFFICE (GEO). THESE
INSPECTIONS ARE PART OF HYD’S COMPREHENSIVE
MAINTENANCE SYSTEM, A SYSTEM WHICH HELPS TO PREVENT
DETERIORATION OF THE SLOPES, AND THUS TO MINIMIZE THE
RISK OF LANDSLIPS. THESE INSPECTIONS TAKE PLACE BEFORE
AND AFTER ANY NECESSARY AND APPROPRIATE UPGRADING
WORKS CARRIED OUT UNDER THE LONG TERM LANDSLIP
PREVENTIVE MEASURES PROGRAMME OPERATED BY GEO.

ROUTINE MAINTENANCE INSPECTIONS SERVE TO REDUCE THE
RISK OF SLOPE FAILURE. GEO HAS ALSO INITIATED A MAJOR
STUDY TO RE-CATALOGUE ALL SLOPES IN THE TERRITORY AND
THIS EXERCISE, WHEN COMPLETED BY MID 1997, WILL COVER-
ALL SLOPES OF MAJOR CONCERN, INCLUDING THOSE ALONG
HIGHWAYS WHICH ARE_ NOT INCLUDED 1IN THE CURRENT
CATALOGUE. STABILITY INSPECTIONS WILL BE EXTENDED TO

ALL SLOPES UNDER THE NEW CATALOGUE, TO DETERMINE WHAT,

IF ANYTHING, NEEDS TO BE DONE TO PROTECT AGAINST THE

POSSIBILITY OF SLOPE FAILURE.
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PROVISION OF SECONDARY SCHOOL PLACES
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FOLLOWING IS A QUESTION BY THE HON TIK CHI-YUEN AND A WRITTEN
REPLY BY THE SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER, MR MICHAEL LEUNG,
IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY):

QUESTION ! WILL THE GOVERNMENT INFORM THIS COUNCIL OF THE ESTIMATED
PROVISION AND DEMAND IN RESPECT OF FORM 1 AND FORM 4 PLACES
IN VARIOUS DISTRICTS OF THE TERRITORY FOR THE COMING YEAR ?

/MR PRESIDENT
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MR PRESIDENT,

THE EXISTING POLICY ON THE PROVISION OF SECONDARY SCHOOL PLACES
IS ON A TERRITORY-WIDE BASIS. DEFICIT IN ONE DISTRICT IS BEING MET BY
SURPLUSES IN NEIGHBOURING DISTRICTS. SECONDARY I PLACES ARE ALLOCATED
AS FAR AS POSSIBLE ON A SCHOOL NET BASIS, AND SECONDARY 4 PLACES ON A
TERRITORY-WIDE BASIS.

AS AT 17 OCTOBER 1994, THE TOTAL SUPPLY OF AND DEMAND FOR
SECONDARY 1 PLACES IN SEPTEMBER 1995 ARE ESTIMATED TO BE 83,600 AND
84,100 RESPECTIVELY. A BREAKDOWN BY SCHOOL NET IS ANNEXED.

SUPPLY OF AND DEMAND FOR SECONDARY 4 PLACES IN SEPTEMBER 1995
ARE ESTIMATED TO BE 64,600 AND 77,500 RESPECTIVELY. THERE IS NO
BREAKDOWN BY SCHOOL NET FOR THE REASON GIVEN IN PARAGRAPH 1 ABOVE.
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TRAFFIC LIGHT FAILURE
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FOLLOWING IS A QUESTION BY THE HON TIMOTHY HA WING-HO AND A
WRITTEN REPLY BY THE SECRETARY FOR TRANSPORT, MR HAIDER BARMA, IN THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY):

QUESTION : REGARDING THE PROBLEM OF TRAFFIC LIGHT FAILURE, WILL THE
GOVERNMENT INFORM THIS COUNCIL:-

(A) WHAT IS THE TOTAL NUMBER OF INCIDENTS 1IN THE PAST
3 YEARS;

(B) WHAT ARE THE EXISTING STANDARD PROCEDURES FOR THE
INSPECTION AND REPAIR OF OUT-OF-ORDER TRAFFIC LIGHTS
AND HOW SUCH WORK IS CARRIED OUT; AND

WHETHER ANY PLAN HAS BEEN DRAWN UP TO REDUCE THE
INCIDENCE OF TRAFFIC LIGHT FAILURE; IF SO, WHAT THE
DETAILS ARE; IF NOT, WHY NOT?

REPLY

MR PRESIDENT,

(A) THE NUMBERS OF TRAFFIC LIGHT FAILURES WERE AS
FOLLOWS: -

1991
1992
1993

/NOTWITHSTANDING THESE
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NOTWITHSTANDING THESE FIGURES, THE PROBLEM IS8 NOT
SERIOUS SINCE MOST OF THE FAULTS WERE VERY MINOR E.QG.
CAUSED BY FAULTY BULBS AND CABLES.

FOR THOSE TRAFFIC LIGHTS WHICH ARE CONTROLLED BY THE
CENTRALIZED AREA TRAFFIC CONTROL (ATC) SYSTEMS, SIGNAL
FAILURES ARE 1IDENTIFIED IMMEDIATELY - BY COMPUTERS
LOCATED IN THE CONTROL CENTRES. FOR THOSE TRAFFIC
LIGHTS WHICH ARE NOT LINKED TO THE ATC SYSTEM,
FAILURES ARE REPORTED BY THE POLICE OR THE PUBLIC.
DURING THE DAY, MOST REPAIRS CAN BE EFFECTED WITHIN
10-30 MINUTES BY GOVERNMENT CONTRACTORS/ELECTRICAL AND
MECHANICAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT.

IN ADDITION, ALL TRAFFIC LIGHTS ARE INSPECTED ANNUALLY
AND PREVENTIVE MAINTENANCE WORKS CARRIED OUT. OUR
TARGET OF MAINTAINING 99% AVAILABILITY FOR ALL TRAFFIC
LIGHTS HAS BEEN ACHIEVED IN EACH OF THE PAST 3 YEARS.

WE HAVE A PROGRAMME TO REPLACE THE OLDER EQUIPMENT,
INCLUDING THE SIGNAL CABLES. WE ARE ALSO REPLACING
THE WHOLE OF THE KOWLOON ATC SYSTEM, WHICH WAS
INSTALLED 17 YEARS AGO. WORK ON THIS WILL BE
COMPLETED BY FEBRUARY NEXT YEAR, AND WILL RESULT IN
[MPROVED RELIABILITY.

N S

MEASURES AGAINST RUBBISH DUMPING
¥ ¥ x X x

FOLLOWING IS A QUESTION BY THE HON EMILY LAU WAI-HING AND A
WRITTEN REPLY BY THE SECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS, MR

TONY EASON,

QUESTION

REPLY

IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY):

IN VIEW OF THE WORSENING OF THE PROBLEM OF RUBBISH
ACCUMULATING ON LAND AND AT SEA IN THE TERRITORY WHICH
CAUSES ENVIRONMENTAL POLLUTION AND BLEMISHES THE APPEARANCE
OF THE CITY, WILL THE GOVERNMENT INFORM THIS COUNCIL
WHETHER CONSIDERATION WILL BE GIVEN TO INCREASING
SUBSTANTIALLY THE PENALTIES IMPOSED ON INDIVIDUALS AND
ORGANIZATIONS FOR ILLEGAL DUMPING OF RUBBISH, AS WELL AS
STEPPING UP PROSECUTION, SO AS TO WARN THOSE WHO ARE NOT
CIVIC-MINDED?

MR PRESIDENT,

/THE ILLEGAL
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THE ILLEGAL DUMPING OF WASTE IS CONTROLLED UNDER A NUMBER OF
ORDINANCES. UNDER THE PUBLIC CLEANSING AND PREVENTION OF NUISANCES
BY-LAWS OF THE TWO MUNICIPAL COUNCILS, DUMPING IN PUBLIC PLACES
ATTRACTS A MAXIMUM PENALTY OF $10,000 AND IMPRISONMENT FOR SIX MONTHS.
UNDER THE SUMMARY OFFENCES ORDINANCE, A SIMILAR MAXIMUM PENALTY IS
STIPULATED FOR MARINE LITTERING. THE ATTORNEY GENERAL’S CHAMBERS ARE
CURRENTLY REVIEWING THESE PENALTIES.

UNDER THE RECENTLY AMENDED WASTE DISPOSAL ORDINANCE, A MUCH
HIGHER MAXIMUM FINE OF $200,000, AS WELL AS SIX MONTHS'’ IMPRISONMENT
CAN BE IMPOSED ON FIRST OFFENDERS FOR FLY-TIPPING. FOR SUBSEQUENT
OFFENCES, THE MAXIMUM FINE 1S $500,000.

AS REGARDS ENFORCEMENT, APART FROM NORMAL MONITORING, BLITZ
OPERATIONS ARE CARRIED OUT AT DUMPING OR LITTER BLACK SPOTS. A NEW
INTER-DEPARTMENTAL WORKING GROUP HAS RECENTLY STEPPED UP ACTION
AGAINST MARINE LITTERING. A SEPARATE WORKING GROUP HAS BEEN SET UP TO
ENSURE THAT THE NEW CONTROLS ON FLY-TIPPING UNDER THE WASTE DISPOSAL
ORDINANCE ARE PROPERLY ENFORCED.

TIME FRAME FOR CHINESE HISTORY SYLLABUS
ek TV

FOLLOWING IS A QUESTION BY THE HON CHEUNG MAN-KWONG AND A
WRITTEN REPLY BY THE SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER, MR MICHAEL
LEUNG, IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY):

QUESTION : IN RESPONSE TO A MEMBER’S QUESTION DURING THE GOVERNOR’S
QUESTION TIME ON 7 JULY 1994, THE GOVERNOR SAID THAT THOSE
WHO GIVE ADVICE ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF CURRICULA HAD TAKEN
THE GENERAL VIEW THAT INCIDENTS OF THE LAST 20 YEARS SHOULD
NOT FEATURE AS HISTORY. WILL THE GOVERNMENT INFORM THIS
COUNCIL

(A) WHO ARE THOSE PEOPLE AND WHEN DID THEY GIVE THE
ADVICE;

{B) WHETHER THE AUTHORITY CONCERNED: WILL CONTINUE TO
CONSULT THE EDUCATION PROFESSIONALS REGARDING THE
ADVICE GIVEN BY THE ABOVE-MENTIONED PEOPLE AND WHETHER
THEIR ADVICE WILL SUBSEQUENTLY BECOME THE GUIDELINE
FOR REVISING THE CURRICULA FOR HISTORY COURSES; AND

IF NO ONE HAS EVER GIVEN SUCH ADVICE, WHETHER THE
GOVERNOR WILL, CONSIDER WITHDRAWING THAT REMARK; AND
WHETHER THE GOVERNMENT WILL INVESTIGATE ITS SOURCE AND
PURSUE THE QUESTION OF WHETHER THE PEOPLE CONCERNED
SHOULD BEAR ANY RESPONSIBILITY?

REPLY

/MR PRESIDENT
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MR PRESIDENT,

(A) THE CHINESE HISTORY SYLLABUSES FOR SECONDARY 4 TO 7
DRAWN UP BY THE CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL IN 1990
AND 1991 SPECIFY THAT EVENTS UP TO 1976 SHOULD BE
TAUGHT . THIS FORMS THE BASIS OF THE GOVERNOR'S
REMARK.

IN JULY THIS YEAR, THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT REQUESTED
THE CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL'S CHINESE HISTORY
SUBJECT COMMITTEE (COMPRISING MAINLY EDUCATIONAL
PROFESSIONALS) TO CONSIDER AGAIN WHETHER A TIME FRAME
SHOULD BE SET FOR HISTORICAL EVENTS TO BE TAUGHT AND
WHETHER THERE SHOULD BE A TIME FRAME FOR THE CHINESE
HISTORY SYLLABUS FOR SECONDARY 1 - 3. * THE
RECOMMENDAT IONS OF THE CHINESE HISTORY SUBJECT
COMMITTEE AND THE SECONDARY CO-ORDINATING COMMITTEE
WILL BE CONSIDERED BY THE CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT
COUNCIL. THE CONCLUSIONS WILL EVENTUALLY SERVE AS THE
BASIS FOR CONSIDERING FUTURE SYLLABUS REVISION.

THE HYPOTHESIS IS NOT CORRECT.
S ey RN e

MEASURES CONCERNING DROP-OUT STUDENTS
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FOLLOWING IS A QUESTION BY THE HON CHEUNG MAN-KWONG AND A
WRITTEN REPLY BY THE SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER, MR MICHAEL
LEUNG, IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY) :

QUESTION : WILL THE GOVERNMENT INFORM THIS COUNCIL:

(A) OF THE BREAKDOWN BY MONTH IN THE 1993-94 ACADEMIC YEAR
SHOWING THE NUMBER OF COMPLAINTS RECEIVED BY THE
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (ED) CONCERNING STUDENTS EXPELLED
FROM OR ADVISED TO LEAVE SCHOOL, AND THE FOLLOW-UP
ACTION TAKEN BY ED IN EACH CASE;

OF THE FIGURES AND REASONS REPORTED TO THE ED IN THE
1993-94 ACADEMIC YEAR ABOUT STUDENTS LEAVING OR
DROPPING OUT OF SCHOOL, THEIR DISTRIBUTION BY DISTRICT
IN WHICH THEIR SCHOOLS ARE LOCATED, THE CLASSES 1IN
WHICH THEY WERE STUDYING BEFORE LEAVING SCHOOL AND
THEIR WHEREABOUTS AFTER LEAVING SCHOOL; AND

WHETHER THE ED WILL CONSIDER ADOPTING ANY MEASURES TO
IMPROVE THE SITUATION CONCERNING SCHOOL DROP-OUTS,

INCLUDING SETTING UP A STUDENT EXCHANGE NETWORK UNDER
THE CENTRAL CO-ORDINATION OF THE ED?

REPLY

/MR PRESIDENT ......
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(A)
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COMPLAINT CASES CONCERNING THE EXPULSION OF PUPILS ARE
MOSTLY RECEIVED AFTER THE FINAL SCHOOL EXAMINATIONS
EACH YEAR. SIX SUCH COMPLAINTS INVOLVING PRIMARY
SCHOOL PUPILS AND 382 COMPLAINTS INVOLVING SECONDARY
SCHOOL PUPILS WERE RECEIVED BY THE EDUCATION
DEPARTMENT BETWEEN MID-JULY AND THE END OF AUGUST
1994. DETAILS ARE GIVEN IN ANNEXES T AND II. IN ALL
THESE CASES, THE DISTRICT EDUCATION OFFICES ASSISTED
PUPILS TO RESUME SCHOOLING EITHER IN THEIR ORIGINAL
SCHOOLS OR IN OTHER SCHOOLS AS APPROPRIATE. A
BREAKDOWN OF THE NUMBER OF COMPLAINTS BY MONTH IS NOT
AVAILABLE.

IN THE 1993-94 ACADEMIC YEAR, THERE WERE 2 832 NON-
ATTENDANCE CASES WITHIN THE COMPULSORY SCHOOL AGE: 583
ON- HONG KONG ISLAND, 893 IN KOWLOON AND 1 356 IN THE
NEW TERRITORIES. A DETAILED BREAKDOWN IS IN ANNEX I1X.
THESE PUPILS DROPPED OUT OF SCHOOL FOR VARIOUS
REASONS. MOST OF THEM EXPERIENCED DIFFICULTIES IN
MEETING ACADEMIC STANDARDS, AND LACKED MOTIVATION IN

STUDY. MANY LACKED PARENTAL SUPPORT AND HAD
BEHAVIOURAL OR FAMILY PROBLEMS. OF THESE 2,832 PUPILS,
557 WERE PRIMARY 1-6 PUPILS AND 2 275 WERE SECONDARY
1-3 PUPILS. THE FOLLOW-UP ACTION TAKEN BY THE
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 1S GIVEN IN ANNEX IV.

THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT AND X THE SOCIAL WELFARE
DEPARTMENT TOGETHER HAVE TAKEN VARTOUS PREVENTIVE AND
REMED LAL MEASURES CONCERNING DROP-OUT STUDENTS,
INCLUDING THE IDENTIFICATION OF YOUTHS AT RISK AND
AMENDMENT OF THE CODES OF AID FOR PRIMARY AND
SECONDARY SCHOOLS TO GIVE THE DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION
CLEAR AUTHORITY TO DIRECT SCHOOLS TO ADMIT PUPILS.

THE SUGGESTION OF SETTING UP A PUPIL EXCHANGE NETWORK
WOULD HAVE THE EFFECT OF FORMALISING THE EXISTING
ARRANGEMENTS AMONG SCHOOL PRINCIPALS 1IN PARTICULAR
DISTRICTS. THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT HAS CONSULTED ITS
ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON THE PLACEMENT OF DROP-OUT PUPILS
REGARDING THIS. THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT AGREES WITH
THE COMMITTEE’S VIEW THAT THE PRESENT INFORMAL
ARRANGEMENTS ARE EFFECTIVE AND IT IS NOT NECESSARY TO
MAKE THEM COMPULSORY OR TO EXTEND THEM ON A TERRITORY -
WIDE BASIS.
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LOW OXYGEN LEVELS TO BLAME FOR CORAL DEATH
- feat T AR (I |

FOLLOWING IS A QUESTION BY THE HON SIMON IP AND A WRITTEN REPLY
BY THE SECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS, MR TONY EASON,
IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY):

QUESTION : IN VIEW OF THE DEATH OF CORALS IN SAI KUNG AND MIRS BAY
EARLIER THIS YEAR, WILL THE GOVERNMENT INFORM THIS COUNCIL
WHETHER

(A) ANY INVESTIGATION INTO THE CAUSE HAS BEEN CONDUCTED;
AND

(B) ANY MEASURES HAVE BEEN TAKEN TO PREVENT THIS FROM
HAPPENING AGAIN IN THE FUTURE?

ANSWER

MR PRESIDENT,

(A) THE CONSULTANTS CARRYING OUT ROUTINE MARINE SURVEYS
FOR THE CIVIL ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT (CED) DISCOVERED
THIS SUMMER THAT MARINE LIFE OVER A SUBSTANTIAL AREA
OF MIRS BAY WAS DYING. AFTER CONSULTATION WITH THE
AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES DEPARTMENT (AFD) AND THE

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION DEPARTMENT, CED INSTRUCTED
THEIR CONSULTANTS TO UNDERTAKE A SPECIAL SURVEY TO
DETERMINE THE CAUSE AND THE EXTENT OF THE EFFECT. THE
SURVEY WAS UNDERTAKEN DURING THE FIRST WEEK OF
SEPTEMBER.

BASED ON THE SURVEY FINDINGS, THE CONSULTANTS AND AFD
CONCLUDED THAT THE SEABED KILL WAS A RESULT OF
EXCEPTIONALLY LOW LEVELS OF DISSOLVED OXYGEN. THIS
PHENOMENON, KNOWN AS HYPOXIA, IS NATURAL AND OCCURS
EVERY YEAR, THOUGH TO A MUCH LESS SERIOUS DEGREE.
HYPOXIA IS A RESULT OF STRATIFICATION OF THE WATER
COLUMN WHICH HAS TWO DISTINCT LAYERS - AN UPPER,
WARMER LAYER OF LOWER SALINITY AND A LOWER, COLDER
LAYER OF HIGHER SALINITY. LACK OF MIXING BETWEEN THE
LAYERS CAUSES A REDUCTION IN DISSOLVED OXYGEN IN THE
LOWER LAYER. THIS YEAR, THE STRATIFICATION WAS
ENHANCED - APPARENTLY BECAUSE OF A LACK OF HIGH WINDS
FROM TYPHOONS AND THE EXCEPTIONALLY HIGH LEVELS OF
RAINFALL 1IN HONG KONG AND GUANGDONG - WITH THE
DRAMATIC RESULTS OBSERVED. THE SURVEY SHOWED THAT BY
EARLY SEPTEMBER, MOST MARINE ORGANISMS, INCLUDING
CORALS, WORMS, CRABS, ECHINODERMS AND ANEMONES HAD
EITHER BEEN KILLED OR SEVERELY AFFECTED UP TO A LEVEL
OF -2MPD OVER AN AREA OF APPROXIMATELY 100 SQUARE
KILOMETRES.

THE PHENOMENON IS A NATURAL ONE AND NO PRACTICAL
MEASURES CAN BE TAKEN TO PREVENT A LRECURRENCE .
HOWEVER, RAINFALL STATISTICS AND THE AGE OF THE CORALS
FOUND IN MIRS BAY INDICATE THAT THIS IS PROBABLY A 1-
IN-100 YEAR EVENT.

A W o T o
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VENTILATION IN BUS TERMINALS
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FOLLOWING 1S A QUESTION BY THE HON ZACHARY WONG '-\-’Ai-lYIN AND A
WRITTEN® REPLY BY THE SECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS, MR
TONY EASON, IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY ) :

QUESTION : IN HIS REPLY TO A WRITTEN QUESTION ON THE VENTILATION
SYSTEMS IN BUS TERMINALS LOCATED ON THE GROUND FLOOR OF
COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS 1IN NOVEMBER 1993, THE
SECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS DISCLOSED
THAT A STUDY ON THE DESIGN AND OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR
VENTILATION SYSTEMS IN THESE FACILITIES COMMISSIONED BY THE
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION DEPARTMENT WOULD BE COMPLETED IN
MAY THIS YEAR. IN VIEW OF THIS, WILL THE GOVERNMENT INFORM
THIS COUNCIL OF THE FOLLOWING:

(A) WHAT IS THE PROGRESS OF THE STUDY;

(B) WHETHER THE GOVERNMENT WILL SPECIFY THAT MECHANICAL
VENTILATION SYSTEMS MUST BE INSTALLED IN BUS TERMINALS
LOCATED ON THE GROUND FLOOR OF COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL
BUILDINGS WHICH ARE NOT YET £ EQUIPPED WITH SUCH
SYSTEMS; AND

WHETHER, IN RESPECT OF BUS TERMINALS WHICH HAVE

. ALREADY BEEN EQUIPPED WITH SUCH SYSTEMS BUT THE AIR
QUALITY IN THOSE TERMINALS STILL FAILS TO MEET THE AIR
QUALITY - OBJECTIVES OF THE TERRITORY, THE GOVERNMENT
HAS TAKEN ANY REMEDIAL MEASURES TO IMPROVE THE
SITUATLON; AND TF SO, WHAT THE EFFECTS ARE?

ANSWER

MR PRESIDENT,

(A) THE STUDY COMMISSIONED BY THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
DEPARTMENT TO EXAMINE THE DESIGN AND OPERATIONAL
CONSIDERATIONS FOR COVERED TRANSPORT INTERCHANGES WAS
INDEED COMPLETED IN MAY 1994. IT CONCLUDED THAT THE
MECHANICAL VENTILATION SYSTEMS IN MOST COVERED BUS
INTERCHANGES WERE UNABLE TO PROVIDE SUFFICIENT FRESH
AIR TO WAITING PASSENGERS, EVEN WHEN OPERATED AT
MAXIMUM CAPACITY; AND THAT, TO IMPROVE THE SITUATION,
ENCLOSED QUEUING PLATFORMS MAY NEED TO BE PROVIDED.
PRELIMINARY CALCULATIONS INDICATE THAT, IN ENGINEERING
TERMS , IT WOULD BE FEASIBLE TO ENCLOSE QUEUING
PLATFORMS. SUBJECT TO THE AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS IN
1995, EPD WILL CARRY OUT A FURTHER STUDY OF THE
PRACTICAL ASPECTS OF THE 1IDEA BY MEANS OF A
DEMONSTRATION PROJECT. THE FINDINGS WOULD _ THEN BE
INCORPORATED INTO A GUIDANCE NOTE ON VENTILATION
SYSTEMS AT ENCLOSED TRANSPORT INTERCHANGES.

AIR QUALITY STANDARDS FOR TRANSPORT INTERCHANGES ARE
BEING FORMULATED AND THE MEANS BY WHICH THEY MIGHT BE
ATTAINED ARE ALSO BEING CONSIDERED. CONSULTATION ON
THESE MATTERS WILL BE CONDUCTED IN 1995.
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AS A SHORT TERM MEASURE, THE EPD HAS ADVISED TRANSPORT
FLEET OPERATORS  AND  MANAGERS OF FRANSPORT
INTERCHANGES

(L) TO MINIMISE EMISSIONS BY AVOIDING UNNECESSARY
IDLING OF ENGINES; AND

(L1} TO IMPROVE VENTILATION DURING PEAK HOURS  BY
OPERATING VENTILATION SYSTEMS MORE EFFECTIVELY.

SRl ] o e N Y

DIRECT FISH SALE GOOD FOR COMPETITION
- G 3 W Lt S ¢

FOLLOWING IS A QUESTION BY THE HON FREDERICK FUNG KIN-KEE AND A
WRITTEN REPLY BY THE SECRETARY. FOR ECONOMIC SER\ [CES, MR GORDON §IU,
IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY):

QUESTION : REGARDING THE POLICY OF DIRECT SALE OF FISH INTRODUCED BY
THE AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES DEPARTMENT, WILL THE
GOVERNMENT INFORM THIS COUNCIL OF THE FOLLOWING:

(A) THE PURPOSE OF INTRODUCING THE DIRECT SALE POLICY;

(B) THE MONTHLY TURNOVER F1GURES SINCE THE IMPLEMENTATION
OF THE POLICY;

(C) WHAT EXPLANATION CAN BE GIVEN REGARDING THE FISH
TRADERS' REMARK THAT THE POLICY HAS DEALT A DIRECT
BLOW TO THEIR LIVELIHOOD;

WHETHER THE AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES DEPARTMENT WILL
GRADUALLY WITHDRAW FROM THE MARKETS OPENED UP THROUGH
THE DIRECT SALE POLICY { FOR EXAMPLE, ARGE
SUPERMARKETS ) , AND LET FISH TRADERS TAKE UP THE ROLE
OF SALES AGENT; AND

LN REGARD TO THE AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES
DEPARTMENT'S EARLIER INTIMATION THAT IT WILL CONS | DER
UNDERTAKING A REVIEW OF THE "DOUBLE LEVY OF TAX"
PHENOMENON IN THE KFISH MARKET, WHAT 15 THE PROGRESS OF
SUCH REVIEW ?

REPLY :

THE FISH MARKETING ORGANIZATION DECIDED IN MAY 1994 THAT IT
WOULD BE BENEFICIAL TO COMPETITION IN ITS WHOLESALE FF1SH MARKETS FOR
ITS EMPLOYEES TO PARTICIPATE IN THE MARKETS AS AGENTS TO BUY FISH FOR
CUSTOMERS , WITH THE OBJECTIVE OF DEVELOPING A WIDER RANGE OF RETAIL
OUTLETS FOR FRESH FISH - SUCH AS SUPERMARKETS - AND PROMOTING MARKET
ACCEPTANCE OF FISH SPECIES UNFAMILIAR To THE PUBLIC.

/THE AMOUNT
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THE AMOUNT OF FISH HANDLED BY TH E ORGANIZATION IN PURSUING THI S
POLICY IS LESS THAN 1% OF ITS TOTAI, THROUGHPUT, WHETHER BY WETGHT OR
BY VALUE, AS INDICATED IN THE TABLE AT THE END OF THILS REPLY. AT SUCH
A LEVEL, THE ORGANIZATION 'g DECISION TO PARTICIPATE AS A BUYER POSES
NO THREAT TO THE LIVELIHOOD OF ANY FISH TRADERS. IF THE ORGANIZATION
IS SUCCESSFUL IN ITS OBJECTIVE OF OPENING UP NEW MARKETING
OPPORTUNITIES, FISH TRADERS W ILL IN FACT BENEFIT. THE ORGANIZATION
CURRENTLY HAS NO PLANS TO WITHDRAW FROM PARTICIPATION IN ITS MARKETS
BUT WILL KEEP THE MATTER UNDER REGULAR REVIEW.

THE ORGANIZATION HAS REVIEWED THE ARRANGEMENTS REFERRED TO 1IN
PART (E) OF THE QUESTION, WHICH RELATE TO THE PAYMENT OF THE
ORGANIZATION’S COMMISSION ON FISH SOLD AT 1ITS MARKETS. [T HAS BEEN
AGREED AFTER CONSULTATION WITH FISH TRADERS THAT THE MARKET MANAGEMENT
WILL WAIVE THE CHARGING OF COMMISSION IN RESPECT OF FISH ASCERTALNED
BY MARKET STAFF AS BEING UNSOLD. THIS ARRANGEMENT 15 TO ENSURE THAT
COMMISSION IS NOT CHARGED TWICE IN RESPECT OF UNSOLD FISH REMOVED FROM
ONE MARKET AND SUBSEQUENTLY SOLD IN ANOTHER.

THE MONTHLY TURNOVER SINCE THE ORGANIZATION'S POLICY WAS
IMPLEMENTED 1S FOLLOWS -

FISH BOUGHT BY FMO
AS A PERCENTAGE OF
TOTAL FMO THROUGHPUT TOTAL THROUGHPUT

WEIGHT VALUE WEIGHT VALUE
( TONNES ) $ MILLION { TONNES) $ MILLITON

MAY 94 . : s (O.02%) 0.018 (0.04%)
JUNE - 5 A (0.08%) 0,070 (0. 17%)
JULY : 45, 5. (0 30%) 0,359 (0.80%)
AUG : 47 .0 S (0.20%) }.' 315 (0.67%)
SEPT 5 15 .6 2% (0.29%) .3102 (0.83%)

i e e o

SHENZHEN RIVER REGULATION PROJECT
R T R

FOLLOWING 1S A QUESTION BY THE HON TIK CHI-YUEN AND A WRITTEN
REPLY BY THE SECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS, MR TONY
EASON, IN THE LEGI SLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY { WEDNESDAY ) !

QUESTION : 1IN VIEW OF THE IMMINENT COMMENCEMENT OF THE WORKS OF STAGE
I- OF . THE SHENZHEN RIVER TRAINING PROJECT, WILL THE
GOVERNMENT  INFORM THIS COUNCI1L WHETHER SUCH WORKS WILL
INCLUDE THE TRAINING OF THE TRIBUTARIES OF gHENZHEN RIVER
(SUCH AS NG TUNG HO AND SHEUNG YUE HO); 1F SO, WHAT ARE THE
SPECLEF 1L WORK PLANS; (I NOT., WHEN WILL THE TRAINITNG WORKS
FOR  THE rRIBUTARIES COMMENCE, ANT)  WHA' \RE THE WORK
SCHEDULES AND EXPECTED DATES OF COMPLETION?

/ANSWER
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MR PRESIDENT,

THE NG TUNG HO (RIVER INDUS) AND SHEUNG YUE HO (RIVER BEAS) LIE
ENTIRELY WITHIN THE TERRITORY OF HONG KONG AND ARE NOT PART . OF THE
SHENZHEN RIVER REGULATION PROJ ECT.

THE TRAINING OF THESE TWO RIVERS AND THEIR TRIBUTARIES 185
SCHEDULED TO BEGIN TOWARDS THE END OF 1995 AND TO BE COMPLETED BY
2000. THE WORK WILL BE CARRIED OUT BY THE TERRITORIAL DEVELOPMENT
DEPARTMENT UNDER PWP ITEMS 53CD AND 87CL AT AN ESTIMATED COST OF ABOUT
$1 BILLION. FOR THE SECTION OF NG TUNG HO WITHIN AREAS 30B AND 33 OF
SHEUNG SHUI, DETAILED PLANNING AND PREL.IMINARY DESIGN OF THE TRAINING
WORKS ARE ALREADY IN PROGRESS; WHILE CONSULTANTS WILL BE APPOINTED
EARLY NEXT YEAR TO IMPLEMENT THE REMAINING SECTION.

A  PROGRAMME FOR THE FLOOD CONTROL FPROJECTS AFFECTING THE
NORTHERN NEW TERRITORIES IS5 ATTACHED FOR MEMBERS' REFERENCE.

o, L ¥ v R

EMPLOYMENT SITUATION OF CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY
¥ ¥ ¥ X X

FOLLOWING [S A QUESTION BY THE HON HENRY TANG YING-YEN AND A
WRITTEN REPLY BY THE SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER, MR MICHAEL
LEUNG, IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY ( WEDNESDAY ) :

QUESTION : WILL THE GOVERNMENT INFORM THIS COUNCIL

(A)WHAT IS THE CURRENT RATE OF UNEMPLOYMENT AMONG
CONSTRUCTION WORKERS AND WHAT IS THE ACTUAL NUMBER OF
CONSTRUCTION WORKERS WHO ARE CURRENTLY UNEMPLOYED;

(BYOF THE QUOTA OF 294 ALLOCATED TO THE CONSTRUCTION
INDUSTRY UNDER THE 1994 GENERAL SCHEME ON THE
IMPORTATION OF LABOUR, WHAT IS THE NUMBER IN RESPECT
OF CONSTRUCTION WORKER CATEGORY; AND

(C)BEARING IN MIND THE PRINCIPLE OF SAFEGUARDING THE
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY OF LOCAL WORKERS, HOW DOES THE
GOVERNMENT ASSESS AND DETERMINE THE NUMBER OF IMPORTED
WORKERS, AND HOW DOES 1T MONITOR INDIVIDUAL COMPANIES
TO FIND OUT IF THERE 1S ANY ABUSE OF IMPORTED LABOUR?

REPLY

MR PRESIDENT,

(AYTHE AVERAGE UNEMPLOYMENT RATE OF WORKERS IN THE
CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY iS 2.8% FOR THE FIRST HALF OF
1994. ABOUT 6,400 PERSONS [N THE INDUSTRY WERE
UNEMPLOYED. THESE FIGURES COVER ALL EMPLOYEES 1IN THE
CONSTRUCTION [INDUSTRY, INCLUDING THOSE WHO ARE NOT
WORKING IN CONSTRUCTION SITES.

(B)IN ALLOCA
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[B}IN ALLOCATING QUOTAS TO EMPLOYERS WHO APPLY FOR MORE

THAN ONE TYEPE: OF hl}lﬁh%f{‘w GOVERNMENT PROVIDES
FLEXIBILITY TO EMPLOYERS TO DECIDE THE NUMBER OF EACH
TYPE OF WORKERS TO BE IMPORTED. AS A RESULT, THE
GOVERNMENT DOES NOT KNOW THE NUMBER OF EACH TYPE OF
WORKERS TO BE IMPORTED UNTIL THE VISA APPLICATION
STAGE WHEN EMPLOYERS SUPPLY DETAILED [NFORMATION OF
WORKERS THEY INTEND TO BRING IN. TO PREVENT ABUSE OF
THE SYSTEM, THERE 1S A REQUIREMENT THAT THE NUMBER OF
WORKERS OF EACH TYPE TO BE IMPORTED BY AN EMPLOYER
MUST NOT EXCEED THE NUMBER THAT HE REQUESTED IN THE
FIRST PLACE.

(CYIN SETTING THE CEILING OF QUOTA FOR IMPORTED LABOUR,
THE GOVERNMENT HAS TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT THE LEVELS SET
UNDER PREVIOUS ,ABOUR  IMPORTATION SCHEMES , THE
EMPLOYMENT SITUATION, THE STATE OF THE ECONOMY, AND
COMMUNITY ACCEPTANCE.

TO SAFEGUARD THE EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES OF LOCAL
WORKERS , EMPLOYERS HAVE TO PROVE THAT THEY HAVE
OFFERED JOBS TO LOCAL WORKERS FIRST BEFORE THEY ARE
ALLOWED TO IMPORT WORKERS. THE LABOUR DEPARTMENT HAS
SPECTAL ENFORCEMENT TEAMS WHICH CARRY OUT INSPECTIONS
AT PLACES OF EMPLOYMENT AND ACCOMMODATION TO CHECK THE
EMPLOYMENT CONDITIONS OF IMPORTED LABOUR. EMPLOYERS
FOUND TO HAVE CONTRAVENED LABOUR LAWS WILL BE
PROSECUTED.

TRAINING OF CHINESE NATIONALS LN HAK
¥ SR ok

FOLLOWING IS A QUESTION BY THE HON TAM YIU-CHUNG AND A WRITTEN
REPLY BY THE SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER, MR MICHAEL LEUNG,
IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY ) :

QUESTION : WILL THE GOVERNMENT INFORM THIS COUNCIL

(A) OF THE NUMBER OF PERSONS FROM THE MAINLAND WHOSE
APPLICATIONS TO COME TO WORK IN HONG KONG FOR TRAINING
PURPOSES HAD BEEN APPROVED IN THE PAST THREE YEARS;
AND

WHETHER ANY MEASURES WILL BE TAKEN TO PREVENT MASS
IMPORTATION OF FOREIGN LABOUR BY LOCAL ORGANISATIONS
UNDER SUCH PRETEXT?

REPLY

MR PRESIDENT,




WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 26, 1994

(A) THE NUMBERS OF PRC NATIONALS COMING TO HONG KONG FOR
TRAINING IN THE LAST THREE YEARS ARE AS FOLLOWS :-

YEAR NUMBERS OF PERSONS

1991
1992
1993

UNDER THE EXISTING POLICY, A PERSON MAY BE ALLOWED TO
ENTER AND STAY IN HONG KONG UP TO A MAXIMUM OF 12
MONTHS TO ACQUIRE SPECIAL SKILLS OR KNOWLEDGE NOT
AVAILABLE AT HIS PLACE OF DOMICILE. TO PREVENT ABUSE
OF THE POLICY, THE IMMIGRATION DEPARTMENT, IN VETTING
THE APPLICATIONS, REQUIRES THE SPONSORING COMPANIES TO
PRODUCE TRAINING PROGRAMMES AND JUSTIFICATIONS FOR
SUCH TRAINING IN HONG KONG AND 1TS DURATION. THE
DEPARTMENT ALSO EXAMINES THE BACKGROUND OF THE
COMPANIES TO SEE WHETHER THEY ARE INDEED ABLE AND
COMPETENT TO PROVIDE SUCH TRAINING. THERE IS
THEREFORE NO QUESTION OF MASS LABOUR IMPORTATION UNDER
THE PRETEXT OF TRAINING,

L e e P e

VOLUNTEERS TO PERFORM VIETNAMESE ESCORT DUTIES
2 ¥ rrx

FOLLOWING IS A QUESTION BY DR THE HON TANG SIU-TONG AND A
WRITTEN REPLY BY THE SECRETARY ‘FOR SECURITY, MR ALISTAIR ASPREY, [N
THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY):

QUESTION : REGARDING THE TRAGEDY ON Z3RD SEPTEMBER OF THIS YEAR IN
WHICH A HERCULES TRANSPORT PLANE CRASHED, KILLING 6 CREW
MEMBERS, WHILE DEPARTING FROM HONG KONG AFTER AN OPERATION
TO REPATRIATE VIETNAMESE BOAT PEOPLE (VBP), WILL THE
GOVERNMENT INFORM THIS COUNCIL WHETHER :-

(A) THE GOVERNMENT HAS TAKEN OUT EXTRA INSURANCE COVERAGE
ON BEHALF OF THOSE CIVIL SERVANTS WHO ARE RESPONSIBLE
FOR ESCORTING VBP BACK TO VIETNAM AND WHETHER SUCH
CIVIL SERVANTS HAVE BEEN GRANTED THE DANGEROUS DUTIES
ALLOWANCE; IF NOT, WHAT THE REASONS ARE;

THE GOVERNMENT HOLDS A DIFFERENT VIEW FROM THAT OF A
DISCIPLINED SERVICE DEPARTMENT WHICH CLAIMED THAT
ESCORTING VBP L5 OUTSIDE THEIR SCOPE OF
RESPONSIBILITY;, AND

ANY CIVIL SERVANTS HAVE RESISTED PERFORMING THE DUTY
OF ESCORTING VBF AS A RESULT OF THE TRAGEDY; IF 80O,
WHAT MEASURES HAS THE GOVERNMENT TAKEN OR WILL TAKE
TO PACIFY THEM?




REPLY

MR PRESIDENT,

QUESTION

ANSWER

(A)

FOLLOWING
WRITTEN REPLY BY
TONY EASON,
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THE GOVERNMENT DOES NOT PROVIDE EXTRA INSURANCE
COVER ©OR ANY SPECIAL ALLOWANCES FOR CIVIL
SERVANTS IN SUCH CIRCUMSTANCES.

IT IS THE PRACTICE TO CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS TO
PERFORM ESCORT DUTIES ON ORP FLIGHTS. THIS
ARRANGEMENT HAS BEEN ACCEPTED BY THE
DISCIPLINED SERVICES AND WILL CONTINUE.,

T TR R Y

DEMAND FOR PUBLIC RENTAL HOUSING

i1
it S N A -

IS A QUESTION BY THE HON FREDERICK FUNG KIN-KEE AND A
THE SECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS, MR

IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY):

REGARDING THE PLEDGE MADE IN THE POLICY COMMITMENTS OF THE

GOVERNOR'S POLICY ADDRESS THAT THE AVERAGE WAITING TIME FOR
A PUBLIC RENTAL FLAT FOR APPLICANTS ON THE WAITING LIST

WILL

BE REDUCED FROM SEVEN YEARS TO FIVE YEARS, WILL THE

fOVERNMENT INFORM THIS COUNCIL OF THE FOLLOWING:-

(A)

THE NUMBER OF ADDITIONAL PUBLIC RENTAL FLATS WHICH
WILL BE PROVIDED ANNUALLY FROM 1994/95 TO 2000/01; OF
THESE, HOW MANY WILL BE ALLOCATED TO APPLICANTS ON THE
WAITING LIST, CLEAREES AFFECTED BY REDEVELOPMENT
PROJECTS AND APPLICANTS OF OTHER CATEGORIES
RESPECTIVELY;

HOW MANY FAMILIES ON THE WAITING LIST ARE NOT ELIGIBLE
FOR PUBLIC RENTAL HOUSING AS THE HOUSING DEPARTMENT
HAS INDICATED THAT NOT ALL THE 150,000 FAMILIES ON THE
WAITING LIST ARE ELIGIBLE;

WHAT IS THE NUMBER OF NEW MIGRANT FAMILIES ON THE
WAITING LIST;

WHAT IS THE NUMBER OF INELIGIBLE FAMILIES ON THE
WAITING LIST WHOSE HOUSEHOLD INCOME HAS EXCEEDED THE
INCOME LIMIT; AND

WHAT ARE THE RESPECTIVE FIGURES ON THE POTENTIAL

DEMAND , EFFECTIVE DEMAND, SUPPLY AND SHORTAGE 1IN
PUBLIC RENTAL HOUSING FROM 1993/94 TO 2000/01°7

/MR PRESIDENT
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MR PRESIDENT,

(1)

ABOUT 160,000 NEW RENTAL FLATS ARE PROGRAMMED FOR COMPLETION
BETWEEN 1994/95 AND 2000/01. IN ADDITION, ABOUT 130,000
VACATED FLATS WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR ALLOCATION WITHIN THIS
PERIOD. THE QUOTA OF ALLOCATION OF THESE FLATS TO VARIOUS
REHOUSING CATEGORIES, E.G. WAITING LIST, REDEVELOPMENT, THA
CLEARANCE AND TRAWLING, SQUATTER CLEARANCE, ETC, 1S DETERMINED
BY THE MANAGEMENT AND OPERATION COMMITTEE OF THE HOUSING
AUTHORITY ANNUALLY, HAVING REGARD TO POLICY OBJECTIVES AND
COMPETING CLAIMS. BARRING UNFORESEEN CIRCUMSTANCES, WE EXPECT
TO BE ABLE TO ALLOCATE MORE HOUSING RESOURCES FOR WAITING LIST
APPLICANTS AFTER 1997/98 BY WHICH TIME WE WILL HAVE
SUBSTANTIALLY DISCHARGED OUR CLEARANCE COMMITMENTS. ON THIS
BASIS, WE ENVISAGE THAT IT SHOULD BE POSSIBLE FOR THE AVERAGE
WAITING TIME TO BE REDUCED TO 5 YEARS BY 2001.

THE ELIGIBILITY OF A WAITING LIST APPLICANT FOR PUBLIC HOUSING
IS ASSESSED WHEN HIS TURN IN HIS PREFERRED DISTRICT IS DUE. IT
IS THEREFORE DIFFICULT TO ESTIMATE PRECISELY HOW MANY OF THE
150,000 WAITING LIST APPLICANTS WILL BE ELIGIBLE FOR RENTAL
HOUSING. SOME APPLICANTS ARE SQUATTERS AND TEMPORARY HOUSING
AREAS RESIDENTS WHO WILL BE REHOUSED AS A RESULT OF SQUATTER
CLEARANCES OR THA CLEARANCES AND TRAWLING EXERCISES. THEY DO
NOT NEED TO, GO THROUGH THE WAITING LIST ROUTE. SOME APPLICANTS
WILL BE REJECTED FOR FAILING TO FULFIL THE ELIGIBILITY
CRITERIA. BY DISCOUNTING THESE FAMILIES, IT IS ESTIMATED THAT
SOME 175,000 ‘' APPLICANTS CONSTITUTE THE EFFECTIVE, DEMAND FOR
REHOUSING THROUGH THE WAITING LIST.

WE DO NOT HAVE THE PRECISE STATISTICS. HOWEVER, ABOUT 6,100
WAITING LIST APPLICATIONS CANNOT BE PROCESSED FURTHER BECAUSE
THEY HAVE YET TO MEET THE SEVEN-YEAR RESIDENCE RULE.

WE DO NOT HAVE THE PRECISE ESTIMATE, BUT 1IN 1993/94, ABOUT
2,300 WAITING LIST APPLICATIONS WERE REJECTED BECAUSE THEIR
INCOMES EXCEEDED THE LIMIT.

DEMAND FOR PUBLIC RENTAL HOUSING IS REVIEWED EACH YEAR HAVING
REGARD TO CHANGES TO PARAMETERS AND STATISTICAL INFORMATION.
AS A RESULT OF THE TASK FORCE REPORT RECOMMENDATIONS, A NEW
WORKING GROUP ON HOUSING DEMAND, CHAIRED BY THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR
OF PLANNING, HAS COMMENCED WORK ON . ASSESSING AND UPDATING
HOUSING DEMAND. THE WORKING 'GROUP IS EXPECTED TO PRODUCE FRESH
ESTIMATES BY LATE 1994 OR EARLY 1995.
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EXEMPT DEALERS IN SECURITIES
¥ ¥ X X ¥

FOLLOWING IS A QUESTION BY DR THE HON HUANG CHEN-YA AND A
WRITTEN REPLY BY THE SECRETARY FOR FINANCIAL SERVICES, MR MICHAEL
CARTLAND, IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY ) :

QUESTION : WILL THE GOVERNMENT INFORM THIS COUNCIL:

(A) WHAT IS THE NUMBER OF BANKS IN HONG KONG WHICH
EXEMPTED FROM THE REGULATION OF THE SECURITIES
FUTURES COMMISSION TGO TRADE IN SECURITIES
DERIVATIVE RELATED TO SECURITIES;

WHAT IS THE TOTAL TRANSACTION VOLUME OF SUCH TRADE IN
THE LAST FINANCIAL YEAR;

WHAT -1S THE PROPORTION OF THE VOLUME OF TRADE 1IN NEW
LISTINGS, SECURITIES OR SECURITIES-RELATED DERIVATIVES
CARRIED OUT BY THESE EXEMPTED BANKS AND OTHER NON-
REGULATED BODIES AS COMPARED WITH THAT CARRIED OUT BY
BODIES UNDER THE REGULATION OF THE SECURITIES AND
FUTURES COMMISSION; AND

WHAT MEASURES WILL THE GOVERNMENT TAKE TO ENSURE THAT
THE RISKS TO THESE BANKS AND THE FINANCIAL SYSTEM AS A
WHOLE WILL BE PROPERLY CONTROLLED?

REPLY

AS AT END OF SEPTEMBER 1994, THERE WERE 155 AUTHORISED
INSTITUTIONS AND ONE REPRESENTATIVE OFFICE UNDER THE
BANKING ORDINANCE WHICH QUALIFIED AS EXEMPT DEALERS
UNDER THE SECURITIES ORDINANCE.

THERE IS NO BREAKDOWN OF STATISTICS REGARDING THE
TRADING VOLUME OF SECURITIES AND SECURITIES-RELATED
DERIVATIVE PRODUCTS CONDUCTED BY EXEMPT DEALERS WHICH
ARE AUTHORISED INSTITUTIONS UNDER THE BANKING
ORDINANCE. HOWEVER, A SURVEY ON AUTHORISED
INSTITUTIONS’ EXPOSURE TO MARKET RISKS CONDUCTED BY
THE MONETARY AUTHORITY IN 1993 INDICATED THAT, IN
GENERAL, AUTHORISED INSTITUTIONS WERE NOT HEAVILY
INVOLVED IN DERIVATIVE BUSINESS

THE EXEMPTION FROM REGISTRATION WITH THE SECURITIES
AND FUTURES COMMISSION, MEANS THAT EXEMPT DEALERS ARE
NOT REQUIRED TO " FILE REGULAR RETURNS WITH THE
COMMISSION AS REGARDS THE VOLUME OF THEIR ACTIVITIES.
THERE ARE THEREFORE NO READILY AVAILABLE STATISTICS
INDICATING THE PROPORTION OF TRADE CARRIED OUT BY
EXEMPT DEALERS COMPARED WITH THAT CARRIED OUT BY THE
REGULATED SECTOR.

(D) IN LINE
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IN LINE WITH THE RECOMMENDATIONS (OF THE BASLE
COMMITTEE ON BANKING SUPERVISION WHICH THE MONETARY
AUTHORITY HAS ADOPTED, THE EXISTING CAPITAL ADEQUACY
REGIME FOR AUTHORISED INSTITUTIONS INCLUDES AN
ALLOWANCE FOR SECURITIES AND DERIVATIVE BUSINESS.
WHILE IT IS PRINCIPALLY THE CREDIT RISK ARISING FROM
SUCH ACTIVITIES THAT IS COVERED, THE BASLE COMMITTEE
IS CURRENTLY CONSIDERING PROPOSALS TO INTRODUCE
EXPLICIT CAPITAL REQUIREMENTS FOR THE MARKET RISK 1IN
RESPECT OF SECURITIES AND DERIVATIVE TRADING. THE
MONETARY AUTHORITY IS KEEPING CLOSELY IN TOUCH WITH
DEVELOPMENTS 1IN BASLE AND IS LIKELY TO BRING FORWARD
PROPOSALS FOR CAPITAL REQUIREMENTS IN RELATION TO
MARKET RISK DURING THE COURSE OF 1995.

THE BASLE COMMITTEE HAS, AT THE SAME TIME, MADE IT
CLEAR THAT ADHERENCE TO CAPITAL STANDARDS IS NOT
SUFFICIENT TO ENSURE THE SAFE OPERATION OF BANKS
INVOLVED 1IN DERIVATIVE TRADING.- IT IS PERHAPS OF
GREATER IMPORTANCE THAT BANKS SHOULD HAVE SOUND RISK
MANAGEMENT AND CONTROL SYSTEMS. THE COMMITTEE HAS
THEREFORE RECENTLY ISSUED TO SUPERVISORS WORLD-WIDE
GUIDELINES ON THE SOUND RISK MANAGEMENT OF
DERIVATIVES. SIMILAR GUIDELINES -HAVE ALSO BEEN ISSUED
TO SECURITIES REGULATORS - BY THE INTERNATIONAL
ORGANISATION OF SECURITIES COMMISSIONS. THE MONETARY
AUTHORITY HAS CONSULTED THE INDUSTRY ASSOCIATIONS AND
INTENDS TO TURN THE BASLE GUIDELINES INTO A FORMAL
GUIDELINE OF ITS OWN IN THE NEAR FUTURE. IT FURTHER,
PROPOSES TO ISSUE TO AUTHORISED INSTITUTIONS MORE
DETAILED GUIDANCE ON DERIVATIVE ACTIVITIES AND ALSO TO
CONDUCT A MARKET SURVEY ON THE SUBJECT.

THERE ARE REGULAR CONTACTS BETWEEN THE SECURITIES AND
FUTURES COMMISSION AND THE MONETARY AUTHORITY
REGARDING THE REGULATION OF INSTITUTIONS WHICH FALL
WITHIN THEIR RESPECTIVE AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY. AD
HOC MEETINGS ARE ALSO HELD AS AND WHEN NECESSARY TO
DISCUSS SPECIFIC PROBLEMS IN RESPECT OF PARTICULAR
INSTITUTIONS. THE TWO REGULATORS HAVE AGREED THAT
THEY NEED TO CO-ORDINATE THEIR REGULATION IN RESPECT
OF AUTHORISED INSTITUTIONS INVOLVED 1IN SECURITIES
BUSINESS. A WORKING PARTY HAS BEEN FORMED WITH THE
OBJECTIVE OF MAPPING OUT A MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
COVERING THE MECHANICS OF CO-OPERATION BETWEEN THE TWO
BODIES. THE MEMORANDUM WILL SET OUT THE RESPECTIVE
ROLES OF THE TWO REGULATORS IN OVERSEEING THE
OPERATIONS OF EXEMPT DEALERS.

fho SRRt B S
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MOTION OF THANKS PASSED
X X X %X X

THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY) PASSED THE HON ELSIE
TU'’S MOTION OF THANKS FOR THE GOVERNOR’S POLICY ADDRESS BY 35 TO NINE

VOTES.

THE CHIEF .SECRETARY, THE HON ANSON CHAN; THE FINANCIAL
SECRETARY, THE HON SIR HAMISH MACLEOD; THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, THE HON
JEREMY MATHEWS, AND 11 POLICY SECRETARIES SPOKE ON BEHALF OF THE
GOVERNMENT DURING THE RESUMED DEBATE ON THE MOTION.

A MOTION MOVED BY THE SECRETARY FOR THE TREASURY, MR DONALD
TSANG, ON THE PRIVATE BILLS ORDINANCE WAS PASSED, AS WAS A PRIVATE
MEMBER’S MOTION MOVED BY THE HON ANDREW WONG ON THE INTERPRETATION AND
GENERAL CLAUSES ORDINANCE 1IN RELATION TO THE PLUGS AND ADAPTORS

(SAFETY) REGULATION.

FIVE BILLS WERE INTRODUCED INTO THE COUNCIL FOR FIRST AND
SECOND READINGS. THEY WERE: THE EMPLOYEES' COMPENSATION (AMENDMENT)
(NO. 2) BILL 1994, THE SEX DISCRIMINATION BILL, THE SECURITIES AND
FUTURES COMMISSION (AMENDMENT) (NO. 2) BILL 1994, THE LEVERAGED
FOREIGN EXCHANGE TRADING (AMENDMENT) BILL 1994, AND THE CHRISTIAN AND
MISSIONARY ALLIANCE (TRANSFER OF HONG KONG IMMOVABLE PROPERTY) BILL,
WHICH WAS A PRIVATE MEMBER’S BILL INTRODUCED BY THE HON JAMES TO.

THE SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER, MR MICHAEL LEUNG,

PRESENTED TO THE COUNCIL THE PROTECTION OF WAGES ON INSOLVENCY FUND
BOARD ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 1993-94.

THE SECRETARY FOR RECREATION AND CULTURE, MR JAMES 50,
PRESENTED THE HONG KONG SPORTS INSTITUTE ANNUAL REPORT 1993-94 AND THE
HONG KONG SPORTS DEVELOPMENT BOARD ANNUAL REPORT 1993-94.

THE SECRETARY FOR WORKS, MR JAMES BLAKE, PRESENTED THE SEWAGE
SERVICES TRADING FUND ANNUAL REPORT AND ACCOUNTS FOR THE PERIOD ENDINCG

MARCH 31, 1994.

COUNCILLORS ASKED A TOTAL OF 20 QUESTIONS, TO WHICH WRITTEN
ANSWERS WERE SUBMITTED BY THE ADMINISTRATION.






