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CHILD DEVELOPMENT SURVEY TO CONTINUE
T

A Child ne}elopent Survey undertaken by the Paediatric Department of
the University of Hong Kong is to be extended for another three years with a grant
of $422,200 from the Lotteries Fund.

The survey was launehed in 4967, and at that time was financed by private
donations. It involved 729 new born Gﬁinese babies.

In 1970, the survey was extended for two years with a grant of over
$300,000 from the Lotteries Fund in order to include shildren between the ages of
three to five.

The data ineluded in the survey indicates that there is a close
correlation between prolonged malnutrition and later physieal growth and
intellectual development.

In view of this, it has been proposed that the survey be further extended
for another three years to inelude children between the ages of five and eight,
The purpose of this extension is to examine more closely the effeet of malnutrition
and child-rearing practises on general seholastie performance.

It will give a two-yeay assessment period after ehildren have commeneed
primary school, as one year would not be sufficient to produce conclusive results,
The longer time will also allow the inelusion of assessment of handiocapped children,

The extension will produee mueh more valuable results both for the

Government and for all organisations coneerned with ehild welfare in Hong Kong.
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It will mean the involvement of a total recurrent Lotteries Fund grant
for five years, which is in excess of the normal limit of four years.

However, this proposal has the strong support of the Social Welfare
Advisory Committee and the Director of Medical and Health Services, and it was
consequently approved by the Legislative Oounecil.

This grant brings the total contribution of the Lotteries Fund to the

Child Development Survey -to more than $700,000. :
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FASTER IMMIGRATION CLEARANCE AT HONG KONG AIRPORT
wokok ok ok ok

The Immigration Department is making special arrangements for the
convenience of Hong Kong residents arriving by air and to speed up immigration

. clearance of all passengers at the Kai Tak Airport,

Starting from Monday (August 21) two special channels will be set
aside for immigration proeessing of residents returning to Hong Kong.

A spokesman for the department said today that holders of travel
documents issued by the Immigration Department in Hong Kong and holders of all
other travel documents, whiech bear an endorsement showing that they have a
right to land here or that they have been granted resident status in Hong Kong,
are invited to use these channels.

The two special channels will be situated near the middle of the
immigration area and will be clearly marked.

There is no change in Port Health clearance, customs examination nor
in immigration clearance for passengers leaving Hong Kong.

"It is hoped that the arrangements, which are being introduced on a

trial basis, will be more convenient to Hong Kong residents and will provide a

more efficient system of immigration clearance for all passengers arriving at

Kai Tak Airport," the spokesman added.
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"ILLEGAL HAWKING MUST BE STAMPED OUT"
s ok ok ok ok
The proposed legislation aimed at controlling illegal hawkers was
today described as 'not anti-hawker, but anti-illegal and irresponsible hawking'.

The Assistant Director of the Urban Services Department, Mr. Gus Chui,

in a statement elaborating on the new bill, said the success of the hawker policy

depends not on penal measures, but on trade co-gperation on the part of
law-abiding hawkers.,

No effort will be spared by the authorities to explain the law and its
purpose to the hawkers. As a 1ast resort strong measures will still be essential
to deal with the incorrigible few. A sanction is not just a means of exercising
our responsibility towards the public, it is also protection for legitimate
hawkers,"

Mr. Chui said it would be a "gross waste of public funds" to build
off=gtreet hawker bazaars to accommodate licensed hawkers only to find that they
were being suffocated by illegal hawking on the streets around thems

" am afraid that illegal hawking must be stamped out, but illegal
hawkers will be looked after by Public Assistance if they are ipcapable of
working because of age or physical debility. On the other hand, it is high time
that the able-bodied ones should see the writing on the wall and look for a job
elsewhere —— and there are plenty of vacancies to be filled by those prepared

to do an honest day's work," he added. T
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Mr. Chui said that uncontrolled hawking with the resultant traffic

obstruction, health hazards, fire risks and environmental pollution was already
an unacceptable nuisance to countless residents and street users,

However, government policy has to accept the fact that hawking must
be allowed to continue to provide a needed service to the public and to protect
the livelihood of the 45,000 licensed hawkers.

Ideally they should be sited in proper bazaars, but because of the
shortage of suitable sites and the many highly competitive uses to which the
land could be put, on-street hawking will have to be tolerated for many more
years, But, he said, it is only fair that the government should ensure that
the public nuisance is reduced to an absolute minimum.

"There will be no hope of making licensed héwkers toe the line unless,
and until, unlicensed hawking can be stamped out. Experience has convinced us
that summonsing and arresting hawkers is not effective as a deterrent,

"Unlicensed hawkers simply return, within a matter of hours, to the
same spot, and the fines are regarded by them as merely a daily licence fee,"

Mr, Chui stressed that this was "undermining the dignity of the law"
and making hawker control a "heart breaking job". At the same time, licensed
hawkers were aggrieved because they paid a licence fee and had to abide by
stringent rules on pain of various penalties, but illegal hawkers seemed to be

getting away with it all the time.
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THE RIGHT CAREER -- A VITAL CHOICE

o ol ok ok o ok ok ok

Young school leavers who are seeking their first employment

were advised today not to apply for jobs merely because they offered

good pay or a "dash of glamour".'

The Commissioner of Labour, Mr. Paul Tsui, who was speaking
Iaﬁ'a luncheon meeting of the Rotary Club of Kowloon East, said: ""We
often see young people unhappy in their work because they have chosen
the wrong jobs, which are suited neither to their temperament nor aptitude."”

Much of this-frustration could be avoided, he said, if young
people would seek advice and information from the Youth Employment Advisory
Service of the Labour Department.

To help young people choose a career, the Service had prepared
a totai of 33 careers pamphlets covering a wide variety of jobs at various
levels in industry, commerce, civil service and the disciplined forces.

"These pamphlets, which form 'A Guide to Careers in Hong Kong',
have been distributed to all secondary schools, libraries, voluntary
"welfare agencies, other interested organisations and government departments,"
he added.

Speaking on the work of the Youth Employment Advisory Service, Mr., Tsui
said that apart from giving céreers talks to groups of senior students in
secondary schools, officers also assisted in arranging factory and other visits
and special talks by experts from industry and the professions.

The Service werks closely with the Local Employment Service and
also maintains close liaison with the Education Department, professional bodies,
the two universities and other educational and government organisations
concerned with youth employment.

PR . P A7 iisnssnse




Tuesday, August 15, 1972

219 DISPUTES SETTLED IN JULY
P

The Labour Relations Service of the Labour Department helped settle
291 disputes between employers and employees during July.

As a result of agreements reached, 1,131 workers received a total
of 1,135,515, This included the payment of $452,595 by a taxi company to
240 redundant drivers and another $400,000 paid by the management of a large
dockyard to 165 redundant workers.

Forty-two per cent of the total was paid as outstanding wages, payment
in lieu of notice, statutory holiday pay and bonuses of a contractual nature
under the Employment Ordinance and the Industrial Employment (Holidays with
Pay and Sickness) Ordinance.

The remaining $655,800 was paid, apart from the legal entitlements,
as severance pay and other ex gratia payments to employees.

New nominal claims during the same period, both statutory and non-
statutory, amounted to $1,132,526.

Officers of various district branches of the Labour Relations Serwvice

also handled 1,558 consultations and enquiries about labour laws, industrial

relations and personnel management.

They visited 10 establishments to help employers introduce joint
consultative machinery and other desirable labour relations practices to
strengthen communication and generally to improve relations between labour and

management.
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DR. CHOA GIVES SECOND WARNING ON SERIOUS MEASLES COMPLICATIONS
.

Parents in Hong Kong should stop clinging to their traditional
belief that every child should be made to go through an attach of measles,
because this was wrong and dangerous.

Instead they should co-operate with the Medical and Health
Department to see that is campaign for the immunisation of every child

against the disease ended in 100 per cent success.

Only then, the Director of Medical and Health Services, Dr., G.H.

Choa, said today, could the danger of an epidemic of measles in Hong

Kong be prevented. He estimated that at least 60 per cent of susceptible
ehildren in the population had to be immunised or the threat of an epidemic
eould not be ruled out.

He told a meeting of the Rntafy Club of Hong Kong that parents
 here already acknowledged that diphtheria, polioﬁyelitis and tuberculosis
were serious diseases, and accordingly accepted preventive measires against
them for their children,

But they rated measles as inevitable and not'serious, and therefore
the appeal for immunisation through the years had largely been npet with
indifference.

"The danger of measles," Dr. Choa explained, "lies in the complications,
such as bronchitis, pneumonia, middle ear infection and encephalitis, which
may erise. It is because of these complications that measles still carries
a mortality rate, and some of these complications leave a permanent mark
on the children even after they have recovered —- they could become deaf or
mentally retarded,"
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He recalled that in the last epidemic of measles in Hong Kong
in the winter of 1966/67, of the 6,702 notified cases, there were no
less than 995 deaths due to complications.

In December, 1967, measles vaccine was first made available at
all government maternal and child health centres, and campaigns were
conducted annually since then.

Dr. Choa was glad the campaigns had helped to change the picture

since 1967, and in the past four years, statistics had droped to 3,734

cases and 84 deaths.

But that was not good enough. There still remained far too many
parents who were not aware of the risk of complications, and who were
not coming forward to have their children immunised.

He warned them the disease carried "a significant morbidity
and mortality rate" == in other words, it caused a great amount of ill
health, and in some cases, death.

He assured parents that the vaccine was "perfectly safe and
effective." It was given in one single injection, but it might be necessary
to provide "a booster dose" in later years.

Dr. Choa described the disease as "the last childhood disease" still
eluding complete control in Hong Kong.

"We want to prevent it as far as possible so as to protect the life
of our young children, he said. "As with all the other communicable
diseases, we have to rely on the co-operation and common sense of parents to
bring their children forward to be immunised against it."

Dr. Choa's speech marked the beginning of the second week in the

department's current nine-week anti-measles campaign.

Note to Editors: Copies of the full text of Dr. Choa's speech, in
Chinese and English, are distributed separately in
the G.I.S. Press boxes, later this evening.
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