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PREPARATORY WORK FOR 1995 ELECTIONS
8 a3

COMMENTING ON THE SUNDAY MORN ING POST STORY ON THE AMENDMENTS
TO THE LETTERS PATENT ON THE COMPOSITION OF THE 1995 LEGISLATIVE
COUNCIL, THE SECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTTIONAL AFFAIRS, MR NICHOLAS NG,
SAID TODAY { SUNDAY ) THAT THIS WAS A ROUTINE PREPARATORY
STEP IN THE LEGISLATIVE PROCESS.

"THE CURRENT LETTERS PATENT SETS OUT THE COMPOSITION OF THE
EXISTING LEGCO, THAT 185, THREE EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS, 18 APPOINTED
MEMBERS AND 39 ELECTED MEMBERS. THIS HAS TO BE CHANGED TO TIE IN
WITH THE NEW STRUCTURE TO BE PUT IN PLACE IN 1995," MR NG EXPLAINED.

"THE GOVERNMENT HAS PROPOSED THAT THE 1995 LEGCO SHOULD
CONSIST OF 60 ELECTED MEMBERS: 20 FROM GEOGRAPHICAL CONSTITUENCIES,
30 FROM FUNCTIONAL CONSTITUENCIES AND 10 BY AN ELECTION COMMITTEE, AS
CONSISTENT WITH THE BASIC LAW.

"A BILL HAS BEEN DRAFTED ON THIS BASIS AND 1S BEING EXAMINED
BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL," MR NG SAlD.

"IN PARALLEL, STEPS HAVE BEEN TAKEN TO PAVE THE WAY TO
AMEND THE LETTERS PATENT TO REFLECT TH1S NEW STRU( TURE PENDING THE
CONCLUSION OF THE DEBATE IN THE LEGISLATIV E COUNCIL."

MR NG STRESSED HOWEVER THAT NO AMENDMENT TO THE LETTERS PATENT
COULD TAKE EFFECT UNTIL IT WAS GAZETTED IN HONG KONG,

"AND IT IS NOT, NOR HAS IT EVER BEEN, OUR INTENTION TO GAZETTE
THE NEW LETTERS PATENT PROVISIONS UNTIL AFTER THE BILL ON THE
COMPOSITION OF THE 1995 LEGCO HAS BEEN PASSED," HE EXPLAINED.

"go IT IS NOT AND THERE HAS NEVER BEEN ANY QUESTION OF THE
GOVERNMENT PRE-JUDGING THE OUTCOME OF THE DEBATE ON THIS MATTER 1IN
LEGCO.

"gUCH PREPARATORY WORK, WHICH TAKES TIME, [S NECESSARY TO
ENSURE ALL THE STATUTORY PROVISIONS ARE IN PLACE 1IN TIME TO ALLOW
PRACTICAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE 1995 LEGCO ELECTIONS TO PROCEED," HE
SAILD.

MR W

WILLTAM FUNG TO LEAD DELEGATION TO 10TH PECC MEETING
$LE W

MR WILLIAM FUNG, CHAIRMAN OF HONG KONG COMMITTEE FOR PACIFIC
ECONOMIC COOPERATION, WILL TODAY (SUNDAY) LEAD A HONG KONG  DELEGATION
TO ATTEND THE 10TH GENERAL MEETING OF THE PACIFIC ECONOMIC COOPERATION
COUNCIL (PECC) IN KUALA LUMFPUR .

PECC IS A NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATION FOUNDED IN 1980 WITH
THE AIMS OF DEVELOPING CLOSER CO-OPERATION IN TRADE AND ECONOMIC
ISSUES IN THE PACIFIC REGION.

MEMBER COMMITTEES OF PECC ARE TRIPARTITE IN NATURE , CONSISTING
OF ACADEMICS, BUSINESS LEADERS AND GOVERNMENT OF} ICTALS.

JHONG KONG
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HONG KONG WAS ADMITTED TO PECC \T THE EI1GHTH GENERAL MEETING
HELD IN 1991, THE HONG KONG COMMITTEE 1S CHAIRED BY¥ MR WILLIAM FUNG.

THE GENERAL MEETING WILL DISCUSS, AMONG OTHER THINGS, THE
ECONOMIC OUTLOOK AND THE CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES FACING THE
PACIFIC REGION,

A NUMBER OF CONCURRENT SESSTONS WILL ALSO BE HELD TO DISCUSS
SPECIF1C SUBJECTS SUCH AS AlR TRANSPORTATION, 'FLECOMMUNTCATIONS
INFRASTRUCTURE AND FIN ANCTIAL AND CAPITAL MARKETS [N THE PACIFIC
REGION.

THIS [S THE THIRD TIME THAT HONG KONG HAS PARTICIPATED IN A
PECC GENERAL MEETING.

THE HONG KONG DELEGATION WILL, BE LED BY MR FUNG.

OTHER MEMBERS OF THE DELEGATION INCLUDE MRS REGINA IP, VICE-
CHAIRMAN OF THE HONG KONG COMMITTEE AND DEPUTY SECRETARY FOR TRADE AND
INDUSTRY AND MR JOHN TSANG, SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE HONG KONG
COMMITTEE AND ASSISTANT DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF TRADE.

Mk FUNG WILL BE CONVENING THE CONCURRENT SESSION ON "EMERGING
FINANCIAL AND CAPITAL MARKETS IN THE PACIFIC" .

A NUMBER OF EMINENT PERSONS FROM HONG KONG WILL ALSO BE
SPEAKING AT THE CONCURRENT SESSION.

THEY INCLUDE DR VICTOR FUNG, CHAIRMAN OF PRUDENTIAL ASIA AND
CHAIRMAN OF THE HONG KONG TRADE DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL; DR CHRISTOPHER
LEONG, PRESIDENT OF TRANSPAC CAPITAL PTE LTD; MR PHILIP GRAY,
EXECUTIVE CHAIRMAN OF JAMES CAPEL ASIA LTD; AND MR NORMAN CHAN,
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR (MONETARY MANAGEMENT) OF THE HONG KONG MONETARY
AUTHORITY.

OTHER EMINENT PERSONS FROM HONG KONG, INCLUDING MR JOHN SLOSAR,
GENERAL MANAGER (AIRLINES PLANNING) OF CATHAY PACIFIC ATRWAYS; AND MR
ERIC WU, MANAGER ( INTERNATIONAL NETWORK OPERATIONS) OF HONG KONG
TELECOM, WILL SPEAK IN OTHER CONCURRENT SESSIONS.

MEMBERS OF PECC COMPRISE AUSTRALLA, BRUNEI DARUSSALAM, CANADA,
CHILE, CHINA, HONG KONG, INDONESIA, JAPAN, MALAYSIA, MEXICO, NEW
ZEALAND, PERU, THE PHILIPPINES, RUSSIA, SINGAPORE, SOUTH KOREA, THE
SOUTH PACIFIC FORUM, CHINESE TAIPET, THATLAND AND THE USA.

MALAYSIA IS THE CURRENT CHAIR OF PECC.
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A SUCCESSFUL OUTING IN HONOLULU
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THE TWO-DAY CONFERENCE: OF FINANCE MINISTERS OF THE ASIA PACIFIC
ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION (APEC) CONCLUDED TODAY (SATURDAY, HONOLULU TIME)
WAS DESCRIBED AS "A SUCCESSFUL OUTING IN HONOLULU" -BY THE SECRETARY
FOR T'HE TREASURY OF HONG KONG, MR DONALD TSANG.

"THE MEETING ADDRESSES MATTERS OF SUBSTANCE IN AN INFORMAL WA)Y
SUNDER THE CHATRMANSHIP OF THE-U.S. TREASURY ~SECRETARY;, MR LLOYD
BENTSEN.

"MEMBERS MADE NO COMMITMENT TO MAKING THE FINANCE MINISTERS
MEETING A REGULAR FEATURE OF APEC, BUT IT WAS AGREED THAT A FURTHER
MEETING WOULD BE HELD IN INDONESIA NEXT YEAR, TO PURSUE SOME SPECIFIC
FINANCIAL ISSUES OF COMMON INTEREST," MR TSANG SAID,

HONG KONG HAD PROPOSED THAT WHEN FINANCE MINISTERS NEXT MET,
THEIR DISCUSSIONS SHOULD TRANSCEND GENERALITIES AND FOCUS ON SPECIFIC
ISSUES. THIS WAS ACCEPTED BY OTHER DELEGATIONS.

IN THE MARGINS OF THE APEC FINANCE MINISTERS MEETING, THE . HONG
KONG DELEGATION LED BY MR TSANG HAD HELD INFORMAL MEETINGS WITH OTHER
DELEGATIONS, INCLUDING THOSE FROM CHINA AND CHINESE TAIPEI. THE\Y
EXCHANGED VIEWS ON MATTERS OF MUTUAL CONCERN.

MR TSANG ALSO HAD A CHANCE TO EXPRESS TO MR BENTSEN PERSONALLY

THE IMPORTANCE OF CONTINUING CHINA'S MOST FAVOURED NATION TRADING
STATUS TO THE ECONOMY OF HONG KONG.

el gl T o

HIGH MARKS FOR ENQUIRY SERVICE: POLL
£ X % X% ¥

NINETY-TWO PER CENT OF RESPONDENTS TO A RECENT SURVEY SAY THE
CITY AND NEW TERRITORIES ADMI(NISTRATION (CNTA)'S PUBLIC ENQUIRY
SERVICE CENTRES (PESC) HAVE FULFILLEDR THETR PLEDGE TO ATTEND TO PEOPLE
WITHIN THREE MINUTES.

ON A SCALE OF 1 TO 10, THI RESPONDENTS GAVE A RATING OF
FOR THE STANDARD OF SERVICE RENDERED AT THESE CENTRES.

EVEN HIGHER PERCENTAGES OF RESPONDENTS SAID THEY WERE SATISFIED
WITH THE STAFF’S WORKING ATTITUDE AND THE CENTRE'S ENVIRONMENT .~. 93
PER CENT AND 94 PER CENT RESPECTIVELY.

FURTHERMORE, 82 PER CENT OF USERS INDICATED. THAT THEY . HAD
OBTAINED THE REQUIRED SERVICES EITHER WHOLLY OR PARTIALLY.

A CNTA SPOKESMAN SAID TODAY (SUNDAY) THAT THE FINDINGS OF THE
DEPARTMENT’S SURVEY CAME .JUST 1! MONTHS AFTER 17TS PERFORMANCE FPLEDGE
WAS ANNOUNCED ON APRIL 1 LAST YEAR.

THE SURVEY WAS CARRLED OUT AT THE END OF LAST VYEAR AT NINK
PESCS - EASTERN, WAN CHAl, MONG KOK, KWUN TONG IN THE URBAN AREA AS
WELL AS KWAI TSING, TUEN MUN, SHA TIN, TAl PO AND NORTH DISTRICT IN
THE NEW TERRITORIES.

/THE, SECOND ... _...
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THE SECOND PHASE OF THE SURVEY IS TO BE CONDUCTED NEXT MONTH IN
APRIL TO COVER THE REMAINING 11 PESCS.

SIMILAR POLLS WILL ALSO BE CARRIED OUT ANNUALLY.

AS TO THE FIRST POLL, OF THE 885 PEOPLE APPROACHED DURING
SURVEY, 766 OR 87 PER CENT WERE SUCCESSFULLY INTERVIEWED WHILE

DECLINED TO PARTICIPATE.

THE SPOKESMAN ADDED: "THE SURVEY FINDINGS GIVE NO ROOM
COMPLACENCY AND OUR DEPARTMENT IS COMMITTED TO FURTHER IMPROVE
SERVICES TO THE PUBLIC."

MEANWHILE, HE POINTED OUT THAT THE CNTA WAS SPENDING §2.3
MILLION ON ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENT WORKS AT A NUMBER OF PESCS.

AT PRESENT, THE WAN CHAI AND CENTRAL AND WESTERN DISTRICT PESCS
ARE UNDERGOING RENOVATIONS 1IN ORDER TO PROVIDE A BETTER SERVICE

ENVIRONMENT TO THE PUBLIC.

THESE TWO OFFICES HAVE BEEN RELOCATED TEMPORARILY TO THE 21ST
FLOOR OF SOUTHORN CENTRE AND THE 14TH FLOOR OF HARBOUR BUILDING

RESPECTIVELY.
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PRE-TEST SURVEY OF 1996 POPULATION BY-CENSUS ENDS
Eok X e

THE PRE-TEST SURVEY OF THE 1996 POPULATION BY-CENSUS RUNNING
FROM MARCH 12 TO 20 HAS BEEN SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED, A SPOKESMAN FOR
THE CENSUS AND STATISTICS DEPARTMENT SAID.

IN THE WRAP-UP SESSION TODAY (SUNDAY), ALL ENUMERATOR IDENTITY
CARDS, CERTIFICATES OF IDENTITY AND QUESTIONNAIRES ARE RETURNED TO THE
HEADQUARTERS OF THE SURVEY TEAM. -

THE SPOKESMAN SAID COMPLETED QUESTIONNAIRES WOULD BE TREATED
MOST CAREFULLY TO PREVENT ANY POSSIBLE LEAKAGE OF INFORMATION RELATING
TO INDIVIDUAL PERSONS OR HOUSEHOLDS.

HE REMINDED HOUSEHOLDS THAT ALL IDENTITY CERTIFYING DOCUMENTS
ISSUED FOR THE PRE-TEST SURVEY WERE INVALID FROM TOMORROW {MONDAY) .

"NO AUTHORISED CENSUS OFFICERS WILL PAY ANY FURTHER VISITS TO
HOUSEHOLDS FOR THE PRE-TEST SURVEY," HE SAID.

RESULTS OF THE EVALUATION, WHICH WILL SHORTLY BE CONDUCTED
BASED ON THE PRE-TEST SURVEY EXPERIENCE, WILL BE USED FOR REFERENCE IN
DECIDING ON THE QUESTIONNAIRE DESIGN AND OPERATIONAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR
THE 1996 POPULATION BY-CENSUS. 1

HE THANKED THE PUBLIC FOR THEIR SUPPORT TO THE PRE-TEST SURVEY,
AND HOPED THAT THE SAME SUPPORT WOULD BE AVAILABLE FOR THE 19986
POPULATION BY-CENSUS.
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92 ROOMS FOR STUDY
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THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT WILL PROVIDE 92 TEMPORARY STUDY ROOMS
FOR STUDENTS DURING THE EXAMINATION PERIOD BETWEEN AFPRIL 1 AND  JUNE
30.

A SPOKESMAN FOR THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT SAID THESE SCHOOLS
WOULD BE OPEN FROM MONDAY TO FRIDAY EXCEPT PUBLIC HOLIDAYS.

THE SPOKESMAN SAID THE 46 SCHOOLS - 19 FOR SECONDARY STUDEN'TS
WHICH WOULD BE OPEN FROM 7 PM TO 10 PM AND 27 FOR BOTH PRIMARY AND

SECONDARY STUDENTS WHICH WOULD BE OPEN FROM PM: - TOL 9 PM | = WHRE
LOCATED THROUGHOUT THE TERRITORY.

A LIST OF THE LOCATIONS OF THE STUDY ROOMS WILL BE POSTED ON
NOTICE BOARDS IN SCHOOLS.

"THE TEMPORARY STUDY ROOM SCHEME PROVIDES A QUIET STUDY FLACE
FOR STUDENTS DURING THE EXAMINATION PERIOD," HE SAID.

THE SPOKESMAN SAID STUDY ROOM FACILITIES IN OVER 260 LOCATIONS
WERE PROVIDED ALL THE YEAR ROUND BY THE URBAN AND REGIONAL SERVICES
DEPARTMENTS, THE CITY AND NEW TERRITORIES ADMINISTRATION, SOCIAL
WELFARE DEPARTMENT AND VOLUNTARY AGENCIES.






