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HK DELEGATION TO ATTEND WORLD CONGRESS OF REHABILITATION
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A 30-MEMBER HONG KONG DELEGATION, LED BY THE SECRETARY FOR
HEALTH AND WELFARE, MRS ELIZABETH WONG, LEFT FOR NAIROBI, KENYA THIS
(MONDAY) AFTERNOON TO ATTEND THE 17TH WORLD CONGRESS OF REHABILITATION
INTERNATIONAL.

DEPUTY LEADERS OF THE DELEGATION INCLUDED CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT
COUNCIL FOR THE PHYSICALLY AND MENTALLY DISABLED, DR HARRY FANG; VICE-
PRESIDENT OF ASIA AND THE PACIFIC REGION OF REHABILITATION
INTERNATIONAL, MR M B LEE; AND COMMISSIONER FOR REHABILITATION,
MR ALLAN CHOW,

OTHER MEMBERS INCLUDED GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS AND MEMBERS OF
VOLUNTARY ORGANISATIONS IN THE REHABILITATION FIELD.

DESCRIBING THE EVENT AS OF GREAT IMPORTANCE, MRS WONG SAID: "IT
PROVIDES AN EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY FOR DELEGATES FROM ALL OVER THE
WORLD TO REVIEW ACHIEVEMENTS AND TO SHARE EXPERIENCES AND TO CAST
THEIR VISION FURTHER AFIELD."

"WE PUBLISHED A GREEN PAPER ON REHABILITATION EARLIER THIS YEAR.
AND WE ARE NOW IN THE PROCESS OF ASSESSING PUBLIC OPINIONS AND RE-
EXAMINING THE RECOMMENDATIONS TO MAP OUT THE WAY FORWARD.

"THE KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE OF OTHER COUNTRIES WILL BE OF
GREAT RELEVANCE TO OUR WORK.

"WE WOULD ALSO LIKE TO DEMONSTRATE HONG KONG'S COMMITMENT TO
THE PROMOTION OF REHABILITATION WORLDWIDE AS WELL AS ITS CONTINUING
INVOLVEMENT 1IN REHABILITATION AT AN INTERNATIONAL LEVEL," MRS WONG
ADDED.

AT THE INVITATION OF THE ORGANISER, MRS WONG WILL DELIVER A
SPEECH AT THE PLENARY SESSION OF THE CONGRESS WHEN SHE WILL INTRODUCE
THE GREEN PAPER ON REHABILITATION.

SHE WILL ALSO SPEAK ON THE FORMULATION OF DISABILITY POLICY AND
LEGISLATION, WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO HONG KONG EXPERIENCE.

MEMBERS OF THE DELEGATION WILL ATTEND DISCUSSION SESSIONS ON
SUCH SUBJECT AS HUMAN RIGHTS OF PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES, CREATING
AWARENESS AND ACCEPTANCE, AS WELL AS CAUSES, PREVENTION AND MANAGEMENT
OF DISABILITIES.

THE WORLD CONGRESS OF REHABILITATION INTERNATIONAL, HELD ONCE
EVERY FOUR YEARS, WILL BE HELD BETWEEN SEPTEMBER 7 AND 11.

THE REHABILITATION INTERNATIONAL IS A FEDERATION OF NATIONAL,
REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS AND AGENCIES WORKING TOGETHER
TO PROMOTE THE WELL-BEING OF DISABLED PERSONS AND THEIR FAMILIES
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD.

IT IS CURRENTLY MADE UP OF 120 LEADING ORGANISATIONS OF
DISABILITY PREVENTION AND REHABILITATION SERVICES DEVELOPMENT IN 80
NATIONS FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD.
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BLITZ ON UNSAFE CONSTRUCTION SITES
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THE LABOUR DEPARTMENT WILL LAUNCH A SPECIAL TASK FORCE
OPERATION TOMORROW (TUESDAY) IN A BID TO PREVENT ACCIDENTS 1IN THE
CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY.

"THE TWO-MONTH EXERCISE 1S, IN FACT, AN EXTENSION OF THE FIRST
OPERATION CARRIED OUT BETWEEN APRIL AND JULY THIS YEAR," DEPUTY CHIEF
FACTORY INSPECTOR KAN HON-SANG SAID.

"DURING THE OPERATION, FACTORY INSPECTOR WILL CONCENTRATE ON
BLACK SPOTS SUCH AS PLACES LIABLE TO CAUSE FALLS OF PERSONS AND
CAISSON WORKS," INSPECTOR KAN SAID.

"THEY WILL ALSO CHECK ON THE USE OF PERSONAL PROTECTIVE
EQUIPMENT AS WELL AS THE SAFE OPERATION OF LIFTING EQUIPMENT AND
MACHINERY, ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS, AND HOUSE-KEEPING," HE ADDED.

NOTING THE SUCCESS IN THE FIRST OPERATION, INSPECTOR KAN SAID:
"WE HOPE THIS KIND OF EXERCISE AND ROUTINE INSPECTIONS WILL HELP
CONTRACTORS AND WORKERS REALISE THE IMPORTANCE OF WORK SAFETY AND
CONTRIBUTE TOWARDS MINIMISING INDUSTRIAL ACCIDENTS."

"OF THE 251 SITES INSPECTED, A TOTAL OF 288 SUMMONSES WERE
TAKEN OUT AGAINST 135 SITES FOR VIOLATION OF THE SAFETY REGULATIONS, "
INSPECTOR KAN SAID.

HE POINTED OUT THAT MOST OF THE OFFENCES RELATED TO HIGH RISK
AREAS.
; "THESE INCLUDE FAILING TO PROVIDE GUARD RAILS ON WORKING
PLATFORMS AND FLOOR EDGES, FAILURE TO ENSURE WORKERS TO WEAR SAFETY
HELMETS, WORKING PLATFORMS TOO SMALL, NO SUITABLE SCAFFOLD, FAILURE
TO PROVIDE A GATE TO THE HOISTWAY ENCLOSURE AND FAILURE TO KEEP
HOTISTWAY ENCLOSURE GATE CLOSED," INSPECTOR KAN SAID.

_ UNDER THE FACTORIES AND INDUSTRIAL UNDERTAKINGS ORDINANCE AND
CONSTRUCTION SITES (SAFETY) REGULATIONS, IT IS THE DUTY OF THE
EMPLOYERS TO ENSURE THE SAFETY OF WORKERS AT WORK IN CONSTRUCTION
SITES, MR KAN REITERATED, ADDING THAT WORKERS MUST ALSO USE THE
REQUIRED SAFETY EQUIPMENT TO AVOID BEING INJURED.

"UNSCRUPULOUS CONTRACTORS AND WORKERS WHO CHOOSE TO TURN A
BLIND EYE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE LAW WILL BE PROSECUTED," HE
STRESSED.
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NOMINATIONS OPEN FOR REGIONAL COUNCIL SEAT
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NOMINATION OF CANDIDATES FOR THE REGIONAL COUNCIL SEAT FOR
THE TUEN MUN WEST CONSTITUENCY WILL BEGIN TOMORROW (TUESDAY).

PROSPECTIVE CANDIDATES SHOULD HAND IN THEIR NOMINATION PAPERS
TO THE DISTRICT OFFICER, TUEN MUN, BY SEPTEMBER 15.

ANY REGISTERED ELECTOR WHO HAS BEEN ORDINARILY RESIDENT IN
HONG KONG FOR THE 10 YEARS IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING NOMINATION 13
ELIGIBLE TO STAND FOR ELECTION.

EACH NOMINATION HAS TO BE SUBSCRIBED BY A TOTAL OF 10 ELECTORS
LIVING IN THE CONSTITUENCY.

NOMINATION FORMS MAY BE OBTAINED AT ALL DISTRICT OFFICES AND AT
THE REGISTRATION AND ELECTORAL OFFICE, HARBOUR CENTRE, 10TH FLOOR; 25
HARBOUR ROAD, WAN CHAI, HONG KONG.

THE BY-ELECTION FOR THE REGIONAL COUNCIL SEAT WILL BE HELD ON .
OCTOBER 5. .
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NEW PAMPHLETS ON WELFARE BENEFITS PUBLISHED
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A SET OF UPDATED INFORMATION SHEETS ON THE PUBLIC ASSISTANCE
SCHEME AND A NEW PAMPHLET ON THE SPECIAL NEEDS ALLOWANCE SCHEME ARE
NOW AVAILABLE FROM THE SOCIAL WELFARE DEPARTMENT'S DISTRICT OFFICES
AND SOCIAL SECURITY FIELD UNITS.

A SPOKESMAN FOR THE DEPARTMENT SAID TODAY (MONDAY) THAT THE
INFORMATION SHEETS OUTLINED THE BASIC SCALE RATES, SUPPLEMENTS, RENT
ALLOWANCE AND SPECIAL GRANTS MADE AVAILABLE TO THE NEEDY UNDER THE
PUBLIC ASSISTANCE SCHEME.

THE PAMPHLET ON THE SPECIAL NEEDS ALLOWANCE SCHEME FURTHER
EXPLAINED THE REQUIREMENTS, APPLICATION PROCEDURES AND PAYMENT
ARRANGEMENT OF THE OLD AGR ALLOWANCE, AS WELL AS THE DISABILITY
ALLOWANCE, HE SAID.

"A GENERAL MISCONCEPTION IS THAT A SINGLE PERSON ONLY RECEIVES
A PUBLIC ASSISTANCE BASIC RATE OF $825 A MONTH," THE SPOKESMAN SAID.

"IN FACT, SUPPLEMENTS, RENT ALLOWANCE AND SPECIAL GRANTS WILL
BE GIVEN TO A PERSON IN NEED OF ASSISTANCE DEPENDING ON INDIVIDUAL
CIRCUMSTANCES. FOR THE ELDERLY AND SEVERELY DISABLED, THEY ARE
ELIGIBLE FOR OLD AGE ALLOWANCE AND DISABILITY ALLOWANCE RESPECTIVELY,"
HE POINTED OUT.

/THE PUBLICATIONS
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THE PUBLICATIONS ARE AIMED AT PROMOTING BETTER PUBLIC
UNDERSTANDING OF THE VARIOUS FORMS OF FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE.

THE SPOKESMAN EXPLAINED THAT WHILE THE BASIC RATE COVERED
ESSENTIAL NEEDS, INCLUDING FOOD AND CLOTHING, THE RENT ALLOWANCE WAS
PAYABLE TO COVER ACTUAL RENT UP TO A PRESCRIBED CEILING, CURRENTLY AT
$743 FOR A SINGLE PERSON,

"SUPPLEMENTS ARE ALSO GIVEN TO CHILDREN, ELDERLY PERSONS,; THE
PARTIALLY DISABLED AND LONG-TERM PUBLIC ASSISTANCE RECIPIENTS TO COVER
THEIR PERSONAL OR OTHER NEEDS," HE ADDED.

THE SUPPLEMENT FOR A CHILD IS NOW SET AT 25 PER CENT OF THE
HIGHEST BASIC RATE AND THOSE FOR THE ELDERLY AND DISABLED ARE AT 50
PER CENT.

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE RECEIVED PUBLIC ASSISTANCE CONTINUOUSLY FOR
12 MONTHS, AN ANNUAL LONG-TERM SUPPLEMENT OF $1,050 FOR A SINGLE
PERSON, $2,100 FOR A FAMILY WITH TWO TO FOUR MEMBERS OR $3,150 FOR A

FAMILY OF FIVE OR MORE MEMBERS ARE GIVEN TO MEET THE EXTRA COSTS
INCURRED IN THE REPLACEMENT OF ESSENTIAL HOUSEHOLD ITEMS.

"SPECIAL GRANTS ARE ALSO GIVEN UNDER THE PUBLIC ASSISTANCE
SCHEME TO COVER VARIOUS NEEDS ON INDIVIDUAL CASE BASIS, B8SUCH AS
ESSENTIAL TRAVELLING, SCHOOLING EXPENSES, TELEPHONE EXPENSES, NURSERY
FEES, SPECIAL DIETS, REMOVAL GRANTS AND EVEN SPECTACLES;" THE
SPOKESMAN SAID.

APPLICATIONS FOR ALLOWANCES UNDER THE PUBLIC ASSISTANCE AND
SPECIAL NEEDS ALLOWANCE SCHEMES MAY BE MADE DIRECT TO THE BSOCIAL
WELFARE DEPARTMENT'S SOCIAL SECURITY FIELD UNITS.

ENQUIRIES CAN BE MADE ON THE DEPARTMENT HOTLINE 343 2255.
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