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RATES PAYABLE IN 1977-78
* % K X X

THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY HAS PROPOSED THE INTRODUCTION OF A
REL IEF SCHEME TO HELP RATEPAYERS WHO MAY BE PARTICULARLY AFFECTED
BY REVALUATION OF THEIR PREMISES., THE SCHEME APPLIES IN ALL. CASES
WHERE THE INCREASED RATES PAYABLE IN 1977/78 ARE SUBSTANTIALLY
ABOVE THOSE PAYABLE IN 1976/77.

UNDER THE PROPOSED SCHEME REVEALED BY THE HON. PHILIP
HADDON=CAVE IN H!S BUDGET SPEECH ON MARCH 2, THE RATES PAYABLE
BY A RATEPAYER IN 1977/78 SHOULD NOT INCREASE BY MORE THAN 33-1/3
PER CENT OF THE RATES PAID BY HIM IN 1976/77 AND THE MAXIMUM
INCREASE IN RATES PAYABLE IN 1978/79 SHOULD NOT BE MORE THAN
33=-1/3 PER CENT OF THOSE PAID IN 1977/78.

FOR A PREMISES WITH A RATEABLE VALUE OF $3,000 IN 1976/77,
THE MAXIMUM INCREASE IN RATES OVER THE PRECEDING YEAR PAYABLE
UNDER THE PROPOSED REL IEF SCHEME WOULD NOT BE MORE THAN $15 A
MONTH IN 1977/78 AND $20 A MONTH IN 1978/79.

FOR A RATEPAYER WHOSE PREMISES’S RATEABLE VALUE IN 1976/77
IS $7,200, THE MAXIMUM INCREASE OVER THE PRECEDING YEAR WOULD NOT

EXCEED $36 IN 1977/78 AND $48 IN 78/79.

THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY ALSO PROPOSED THAT THE REL IEF SCHEME
FOR PRE-WAR RENT-CONTROLLED PREMISES, SHOULD APPLY BEYOND 1978/79
FOR SO LONG AS IT TAKES TO BRING TOTAL RATES UP TO THE FULL
CHARGE. THIS MEANS THAT IN EACH SUCCESSIVE YEAR, THE AMOUNT
PAYABLE WILL NOT EXCEED BY MORE THAN 33-=1/3 PER CENT OF THE
AMOUNT PAYABLE IN THE IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING YEAR.

ON AVERAGE, THE MAXIMUM INCREASE OVER THE PRECEDING YEAR
FOR A PRE-WAR DOMESTIC UNIT WHERE RENT PAYABLE APPROXIMATES
PERMITTED RENT, WOULD BE $4.72 A MONTH IN 1977/78, $6.29 IN
1978/79 AND $8.39 IN 1979/80.

IN 1977/78, OVER 100,000 RATEPAYERS WILL ENJOY REL IEF UNDER
THE SCHEME PROPOSED AND ABOUT 12,000 IN 1978/79, LEAVING ONLY
SOME: 8,000 PRE-WAR RENT-CONTROLLED PREMISES IN 1979/80 WHICH
WILL CONTINUE TO ENJOY REL IEF UNDER THE EXTENDED SCHEME.

FOR THE GENERALITY OF RATEPAYERS, THE AVERAGE INCREASE IN
RATES PAYABLE FOR 1977/78 WILL BE ABOUT 15 PER CENT AND SOME
75,000 RATEPAYERS OR ABOUT ONE IN SIX WILL ACTUALLY PAY LESS RATES
IN 1977/78 THAN THEY PAID IN 1976/77.

IN ANNOUNCING THE SCHEME, MR, HADDON-CAVE MADE IT CLEAR THAT
THE SCHEME WILL OPERATE BY REFERENCE TO TOTAL RATES PAYABLE, BUT
THE REVENUE FOREGONE WILL BE AT THE EXPENSE OF THE GENERAL RATE,
NOT THE URBAN COUNCIL RATE, THE COUNCIL WILL RECEIVE THE FULL
AMOUNT OF THE FOUR PER CENT URBAN COUNCIL RATE PROPOSED FOR

1977/78.

/AMENDMENTS .vese
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AMENDMENTS TO THE RATING ORDINANCE TO GIVE EFFECT TO THE
SCHEME WILL BE INTRODUCED INTO THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL IN DUE
COURSE BUT, MEANWHILE, A REVENUE PROTECTION ORDER WILL BE
NECESSARY TO GIVE EFFECT TO THE SCHEME FOR THE SECOND QUARTER

OF 1977.

THE PROPOSED SCHEME OF REL IEF WILL COST SOME $46 MILLION IN
THE FIRST YEAR. REVENUE FROM GENERAL RATE IN 1977/78 IS, THEREFORE,
NOW PUT AT $721 MILLION - AN INCREASE OF 16.8 PER CENT ONLY OVER
THE REVISED ESTIMATE FOR 1976/77 COMPARED WITH AN AVERAGE ANNUAL
INCREASE OF 18.7 PER CENT OVER THE FOUR YEARS FROM 1973/74 TO

1976/77.

EXCO APPOINTMENT
* % X X %

A GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN ANNOUNCED TODAY THAT THE SECRETARY

OF STATE FOR FORE IGN AND COMMONWEALTH AFFAIRS HAD APPROVED THE
APPOINTMENT OF MR, |.M. LIGHTBODY AS AN APPOINTED MEMBER OF
THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL WITH EFFECT FROM APRIL 12,

MR. LIGHTBODY, WHO IS AT PRESENT SECRETARY FOR HOUSING,
WILL BE TAKING OVER FROM MR, P.B. WILLIAMS AS SECRETARY FOR
ADMINISTRATION ON APRIL 1.

MR. LIGHTBODY WILL SUCCEED MR. F.K. LI AS AN APPOINTED
MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL ON MR. LI'S DEPARTURE FOR A SHORT LEAVE.
MR. LI WILL! SUCCEED MR, D.C. BRAY AS SECRETARY FOR HOME AFFAIRS,
AND THEREFORE AS AN EX-OFFICIO MEMBER OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL ON

HIS RETURN ON MAY 5,
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OVER 11,000 SUBVENTED PLACES IN CHILD CARE CENTRES
BY END OF 1977-78
k % % % X %

THE TOTAL NUMBER OF SUBVENTED PLACES IN CHILD CARE CENTRES
IS EXPECTED TO EXCEED THE 11,000 MARK BY THE END OF THE COMING
FINANC IAL YEAR.:

THIS WAS DISCLOSED BY MRS, IRENE SIH, CHILD CARE CENTRES
INSPECTOR OF THE SOCIAL WELFARE DEPARTMENT AT A LUNCHEON MEETING
OF KOWLOON EAST ROTARY CLUB TODAY,

+FOR THE YEAR 1977-78, IT IS ANTICIPATED THAT NINE NEW
SUBVENTED CHILD CARE CENTRES WILL BE OPENED, AND 11 EXISTING
ONES WILL EXPAND THEIR CAPACITY,+ SHE SAID.

MRS. SIH SAID THERE HAD BEEN COMMENTS THAT THE CHILD CARE
CENTRES ORDINANCE AND REGULATIONS WERE TOO STRICT TO COMPLY WITH
AND THAT MANY OF THE CENTRES MIGHT HAVE TO CLOSE DOWN, LEADING
TO A SHORTAGE OF PLACES.

+THE GOVERNMENT IS FULLY AWARE OF THIS POSSIBLE PHENOMENA
AND HAS ALREADY TRIED TO INCREASE THE NURSERY PLACES BY
SUBVENTING THE VOLUNTARY AGENCIES IN OPENING NEW CHILD CARE
CENTRES,+ SHE EXPLAINED.

THE CHILD CARE CENTRES ORDINANCE WAS IMPLEMENTED ON JUNE 1
LAST YEAR FOR ADOPTION BY PHASES AND WILL BE FULLY EFFECTIVE
ON JUNE 1, 1979. REGULATIONS WERE DRAWN UP JOINTLY BY THE
FIRE SERVICES, HOUSING, MEDICAL AND HEALTH, PUBLIC WORKS
AND SOCIAL WELFARE DEPARTMENTS AND WERE AIMED AT SETTING UP
A GOOD STANDARD OF SERVICE FOR THE PROMOTION OF ALL-ROUND
DEVELOPMENT OF THE CHILDREN UNDER CARE.

MRS. SIH SAID IN THE INITIAL PERIOD OF IMPLEMENTATION OF
THE ORDINANCE, THERE HAD BEEN CRITICISM THAT THE REGISTRATION
PROCEDURE INVOLVED TOO MANY DEPARTMENTS AND WAS TOO COMPL ICATED.

+HOWEVER,+ SHE SAID, +IF WE CONCERN OURSELVES WITH THE
SAFETY OF THE CHILDREN, WE SHALL SURELY AGREE THAT THE
CERTIFICATION FROM FIRE SERVICES DEPARTMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS
OR HOUSING DEPARTMENT IS ESSENTIAL,+

SHE DISCLOSED THAT 160 CHILD CARE CENTRES == 91 SUBVENTED
CENTRES AND 69 PRIVATE CENTRES —— HAD APPLIED FOR
REGISTRATION AND INSPECTORS WERE BUSY PROCESSING THEM.

SHE CALLED ON THOSE WHO ARE INTERESTED [N OPERATING ANY
CHILD CARE CENTRE TO CONTACT THE DEPARTMENT’S CHILD CARE CENTRES
ADV ISORY INSPECTORATE AT 21, HOSPITAL ROAD, SAIl YING PUN.

bt i /h.o.-n
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CHIEF SECRETARY TO PRESENT PRIZES
AT CLOSE OF INTER-SCH&OL hT:LETICS CHAMP IONSH IPS
* *

THE FINALS OF THE ANNUAL INTER=SCHOOL ATHLETICS CHAMP |ONSH IPS,
ORGANISED BY THE HONG KONG SCHOOL SPORTS ASSOC IATION, WILL BE HELD

AT THE GOVERNMENT STADIUM ON THURSDAY (MARCH 24).

AT THE END OF THE COMPETITIONS, THE CHIEF SECRETARY, SIR
DENYS ROBERTS WILL PRESENT PRIZES TO THE WINNERS OF VARIOUS

EVENTS.

ABOUT SEVEN THOUSAND STUDENTS FROM 102 SCHOOLS ARE_TAK ING
PART IN THIS YEAR'S EVENTS. AS IN PREVIOUS YEARS, THE ATHLETES
ARE GRADED UNDER THREE DIVISIONS.

EVENTS SCHEDULED FOR THURSDAY ARE FOR DIVISION ONE. EVENTS
IN THE SECOND AND THIRD DIVISIONS HAVE ALREADY BEEN HELD AND
PRIZES DISTRIBUTED.

AMONG THE FIELD EVENTS ARE LONG JUMP, SHOT PUT, DISCUS AND
JAVEL IN,

TRACK EVENTS WILL INCLUDE 100 AND 200 METRES SPRINTS,
MEDIUM AND LONG DISTANCE RACES, HURDLE AND RELAY RACES.

THOUSANDS OF SUPPORTERS FROM THE PARTICIPATING SCHOOLS ARE
EXPECTED TO TURN UP AT THE STADIUM TO CHEER THEIR SCHOOL TEAMS.

-

NOTE TO EDITORS:

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO HAVE THE EVENT COVERED. THE
PRIZE PRESENTATION WILL TAKE PLACE AT 4.45 P.M, ;

————o—q——

CANDIDATES REMINDED TO COhLECT EXAMINATION ADMISSION FORMS
¥ % %

PRIVATE CANDIDATES FOR THE HONG KONG CERTIF ICATE OF EDUCATIO
EXAMINATION ARE REMINDED TO COLLECT THEIR ADMISS ION FORMS, :
CAND IDATES’ INSTRUCTIONS AND TIMETABLES AT THE TIME SPECIF IED
IN THE NOTIFICATIONS POSTED TO THEM.

THE SECRETARY OF THE EXAMINATION BOARD SAID: +ANY PRIVATE
CAND IDATE WHO HAS NOT RECEIVED A WRITTEN NOTIFICATION BY MARCH 30
SHOULD CALL IN PERSON AT THE AUXILIARY MEDICAL SERVICE, CANTON
ROAD GOVERNMENT OFF ICES, GROUND FLOOR, 393 CANTON ROAD, KOWLOON FROM
gﬁgghéﬁ¥§ T0 5.00 P.M. ON THURSDAY, MARCH 31 TO COLLECT THESE

+THEY SHOULD BRING WITH THEM THEIR IDENTITY CARD
ENTRY FEE RECEIPTS.+ CARDS AND THE

----D.--—-
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YAU TONG SOCIAL SECURITY FIELD UNIT BEGINS OPERATION
¥ % % %X %

THE SOCIAL WELFARE DEPARTMENT'S NEW SOCIAL SECURITY
FIELD UNIT IN YAU TONG, WHICH WAS OPENED LAST SATURDAY,
HAS BEGUN RECEIVING APPLICATIONS FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE AND
DISABILITY AND INFIRMITY ALLOWANCES.

LOCATED AT BLOCK 24 OF THE YAU TONG ESTATE THE UNIT,
THE 26TH OF ITS KIND, HAS TAKEN OVER SOME OF THE CASES
IN KWUN TONG WHICH WERE PREVIOUSLY HANDLED BY THE LAM

TIN FIELD UNIT.

THE LAM TIN FIELD UNIT NOW COVERS THE AREAS OF LAM
TIN ESTATE, LAM TIN VILLAGE, KWUN TONG (LEI YU MUN ROAD)

ESTATE AND MA YAU TONG.

----0----

EARLY PAY DAYS FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE RECIPIENTS
* % % X X X %

PEOPLE RECEIVING PUBLIC ASSISTANCE AND/OR THE DISABILITY
AND INFIRMITY ALLOWANCES WHOSE PAY DAYS FALL WITHIN THE EASTER
HOL IDAYS WILL BE ABLE TO RECEIVE THEIR MONEY EARLIER, A SPOKESMAN
FOR THE SOCIAL WELFARE DEPARTMENT ANNOUNCED TODAY,

AS IN PREVIOUS YEARS, ARRANGEMENTS HAVE BEEN MADE WITH THE
POST OFF ICES, TREASURY OFF ICES AND DISTRICT OFFICES IN THE NEW
TERRITORIES TO ENABLE RECIPIENTS TO CASH THEIR VOUCHERS EARL IER.

THOSE WHOSE PAY DAYS FALL ON APRIL 8, 9, 10 AND 11 WILL BE
ABLE TO COLLECT THEIR MONEY ON APRIL 2, 4, 6 AND 7 RESPECTIVELY.

-—u-Cl-...._






