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SEMINAR ON BETTER USE OF RESOURCES
¥ ¥ * x %

ABOUT 50 SENIOR GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS THIS (SATURDAY) MORNING
ATTENDED A SEMINAR ON HOW TO MAKE BETTER USE OF RESOURCES 1IN
FORMULATING AND IMPLEMENTING POLICIES WITHOUT ADVERSELY AFFECTING THE
RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT OF OUR FUTURE GENERATIONS.

THE SEMINAR WAS ORGANISED BY THE PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND
LANDS BRANCH WITH THE OBJECTIVE OF ENHANCING SENIOR GOVERNMENT
OFFICIALS®’ UNDERSTANDING OF THE IMPLICATIONS ON GOVERNMENT POLICIES OF
AN EARTH SUMMIT AGREEMENT ON PROMOTING SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT.

THE SECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS, MR TONY
EASON SAID: "THE AGREEMENT HAS WIDE IMPLICATIONS ON ALL POLICY AREAS
INCLUDING TRADE, TRANSPORT, EDUCATION, ECONOMIC SERVICES AND HEALTH.

"AS OUR SOCIETY BECOMES MORE AFFLUENT, 1T WILL PRODUCE MORE
EFFLUENT. IT 1S THEREFORE IMPORTANT FOR THE GOVERNMENT TO DEVELOP ITS
POLICIES AND PROGRAMMES COMPATIBLE WITH THE EARTH SUMMIT AGREEMENT
WHICH SEEKS TO STRIKE A BALANCE OF PROTECTING OUR ENVIRONMENT AND
SUSTAINING OUR ECONOMY 50 THAT WE AND OUR FUTURE GENERATIONS WILL
CONTINUE TO ENJOY THE ENVIRONMENT.

MR EASON DESCRIBED TODAY'S SEMINAR AS VERY SUCCESSFUL AS IT HAD
STIMULATED A LOT OF USEFUL AND CONSTRUCTIVE DISCUSSIONS AND WAS WELL-
ATTENDED BY SENIOR GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS INCLUDING POLICY SECRETARIES
AND HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS.

HE HOPED THAT THE SEMINAR WOULD GENERATE FURTHER DISCUSSIONS
WITHIN THE GOVERNMENT AND ENCOURAGE SIMILAR DEBATE IN THE COMMUNITY ON
THE SUBJECT OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT WHICH MEETS THE NEEDS OF THE
PRESENT COMMUNITY WITHOUT COMPROMISING THE ABILITY OF FUTURE
GENERATIONS TO MEET THEIR OWN NEEDS.
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EXTERIOR OF HELENA MAY DECLARED HISTORICAL BUILDING
¥ ¥ ¥ % ¥

THE EXTERIOR OF THE MAIN BUTLDING O THE HELENA MAY AT 35
GARDEN ROAD HAS BEEN GAZETTED AS A HISTORICAL BUILDING UNDER THE
ANTIQUITIES AND MONUMENTS ORDINANCE.

CONCEIVED BY LADY MAY, WIFE OF SIR HENRY MAY, GOVERNOR OF HONG
KONG FROM 1912 TO 1919 AND CONSTRUCTED WITH DONATIONS FROM MR ( LATER
SIR) ELLIS KADOORIE AND MR HO KAM-TONG, A WELL-ENOWN PHILANTHROPIST
AND BROTHER OF SIE ROBERT HO TUNG, THE HELENA MAY BUILDING WAS
FORMALLY OPENED BY LADY MAY TN SEPTEMBER 1916.

IT WAS THEN USED AS A HOSTEL FOR SINGLE WORKING WOMEN OF
MODERATE MEANS AND OF EUROPEAN ORIGIN.

/DURING THE .......




SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9, 1993

DURING THE JAPANESE OCCUPATION, THE BUILDING WAS USED TO
BILLET JAPANESE TROOPS AND STABLE HORSES.

AFTER THE WAR, AS SOON AS THE BUILDING WAS DE-REQUISITIONED 1IN
DECEMBER 1946, IT OPENED AGAIN TO RECEIVE GUESTS, AND HAS CONTINUED
TO FUNCTION IN ACCORDANCE WITH ITS ORIGINAIL, PURPOSE UP TO THE I'RESENT
TIME.

ARCHITECTURALLY, THE BUILDING 18 IN THE STYLE OF LATE
VICTORIAN OR EDWARDIAN CLASSICAlL. REVIVAL,

ITS FUNCTION AS A HOSTEL IS REFLECTED IN ITS ARCHITECTURE AND
SCALE.

THE BUILDING IS THREE STOREYS HIGH AND HAS A BASEMENT.

ITS U-SHAPED PLAN, WITH 1TS MAIN FACADE FACING GARDEN ROAD AND
TWO SIDE-WINGS PROJECTING TOWARDS THE BACK, WAS PROBABLY ORIGINALLY
SYMMETRICAL; THE PRESENT EXTENSIONS OF THE FIRST AND SECOND FLOORS
WERE LATER ADDED TO THE BACK OF THE SOUTH WING.

THERE IS AN EXQUISITE ENTRANCE PORCH AT THE CENTRAL PORTION.,
THE SEGMENT-ARCH PEDIMENT OF THE PORCH, BEAUTIFULLY DECORATED, AND
THE TWO COLUMNS IN THE "NEO-CLASSICAL" VERSION OF THE IONIC CAPITAL,
FLANKING THE ENTRANCE STEPS ALL CONTRIBUTE TO THE BAROQUE-ROCOCO
FLAVOUR OF THE BUILDING.

THE DECLARATION. OF THE EXTERIOR OF THE MAIN BUILDING AS A
HISTORICAL BUILDING HAS THE FULL SUPPORT OF THE HELENA MAY COUNCIL
AND THE ANTIQUITIES ADVISORY BOARD.

IT IS THE THIRD BUILDING IN THE TERRITORY, THE EXTERIOR OF
WHICH HAS BEEN DECLARED A MONUMENT.

THE OTHER TWO ARE THE OLD SUPREME COURT (NOW THE LEGISLATIVE
COUNCIL BUILDING) AND THE MAIN BUILDING OF THE UNIVERSITY OF HONG
KONG.
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MAP OF HK IN ITS REGIONAL SETTING PUBLISHED
¥ X X X X%

A NEW MAP OF HONG KONG IN ITS REGIONAL SETTING IS NOW ON SALE.

PRODUCED BY THE SURVEY AND MAPPING OFFICE (SMO) OF THE LANDS
DEPARTMENT, THE FULL COLOUR MAP COVERS HONG KONG, ZHUHAI, HUIDONG AND
ZHU JIANG DELTA WITH CONTOURS AND A SCALE OF 1:300000,.

1T SHOWS CITIES AND TOWNS 1IN THE REGION AND MAIN
INFRASTRUCTURAL  INSTALLATIONS, SUCH AS AIRPORTS AND POWER STATIONS.
MAIN ROADS AND SECONDARY ROADS ARE SHOWN ON THE MAP, TOGETHER WITH
ROADS AND RAILWAYS UNDER CONSTRUCTION,
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A SMO SPOKESMAN SAID THE MAP WOULD PROVIDE USEFUL REFERENCE FOR
TRAVELLERS TO ZHU JIANG DELTA AND HUIYANG AND FOR INVESTORS WHO ARE
INTERESTED IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE REGION.

COPIES OF THE MAP ARE AVAILABLE AT $25 EACH AT THE MAP SALES
OUTLETS OF THE SURVEY AND MAPPING OFFICE, THE GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS
CENTRE AND LEADING BOOKSHOPS.
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REGULATION OF RETIREMENT SCHEMES TAKES EFFECT
£ % ok kX

THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY, MR HAMISH MACLEOD, TONIGHT (SUNDAY)
DESCRIBED THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE OUC{ UPATIONAL: RETIREMENT SCHEMES
ORDINANCE IN THE MIDDLE OF THIS MONTH AS "A MILESTONE".

FOR I'HE FIRST TIME, ALL PRIVATE RETIREMENT SCHEMES WILL BE
BROUGH1 UNDER A REGULATORY FRAMEWORK 1IN RESPECT OF REGISTRATION,
SOLVENCY AND OTHER MONITORING REQUIR EMENTS .

MR MACLEOD WAS SPEAKING AT A DINNER TO MARK THE OPENING OF THE

INTERNATTONAL PRPENSION FUND CONFERENCE.

HE NOTED HA'T IN HONG KONG, MORE EMPLOYERS WERE OFFERING
RETIREMENT BENEFTT PLANS TO EMPLOYEES TO ATTRACT AND RETAIN QUALITY
STAFF.

HE POINTED OUT THAT AS AT JULY 19932, SOME 22,000 BUSINESS
ESTABLISHMENTS PROVIDED SOME FORM OF RETIREMENT BENEFIT FOR THEIR
STAFF, COVERING ONE-THIRD OF THE TOTAL WORKING POPULATION.

FREMENDOUS OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE FURTHER DEVELOPMENT
WSTRY HERE, HE SAILD.
OYEES; THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE OCCUPATIONAL
ORDINANCE WOULD ENSURE THAT RETIREMENT BENEFITS
OULD BE PATD WHEN THEY WERE DUE, MR MACLEOD

INDUSTRY, HE ADDED, 17T WOULD PROVIDE A HEALTHY
R GROWTH.

KEY ELEMENTS OF THE ORDINANCE WERE "ADEQUATE

[TY OF SCHEME ASSETS'

I'o ENSURE ADEQUATE FUNDING, THE EMPLOYER WOULD BE REQUI RED TO
KE CONTRIBUTIONS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE TERMS OF THE SCHEME AND
ENSURE THAT THE SCHEME WAS SOLVENT.

SHORTFALL, 1T MUST BE MADE GOOD WITHIN THE FIVE-
COMMENCEMENT OF THE ORDINANCE," HE SAID,

SECURITY OF SCHEME ASSETS, THE MANAGEMENT OF THE
WOULD HAVE TO BE UNDERTAKEN BY AN INDEPENDENT

RTAIN SPECIAL CASES, SCHEMES REGISTERED UNDER 'HE
ITHER BRE GOVERNED BY A TRUST OR REGULATED Ry

ENT," HE SAlD.

| EXISTINIG St
OCCUPATIONAL R
FHE ORDINANCE

HEMES wWouLD HAVE TO BE REGISTERED
ETTREMENT SCHEMES WITHIN TWO YEARS

ALSO RBE REGISTERED,

/"EXEMPTION COULD
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"EXEMPTION COULD BE GRANTED FOR OFFSHORE SCHEMES SUPERVISED BY
A RECOGNISED OVERSEAS AUTHORITY, OR SCHEMES BASICALLY SERVING NON-HONG
KONG RESIDENTS," HE SAlD,.

MR MACLEOD BELIEVED THAT THE ORDINANCE ALSO OFFERED A HEALTHY
AND STABLE ENVIRONMENT FOR THE GROWTH OF THE PENSTION INDUSTRY.

"BETTER SECURITY FOR SCHEME ASSETS WILL PROVIDE INCENTIVE FOR
THE VOLUNTARY ESTABLISHMENT OF RETIREMENT SCHEMES IN HONG KONG," HE
SAID.

MORE NEW SCHEMES WILL BE ESTABLISHED AS HONG KONG FACES AN
INCREASINGLY SOPHISTICATED LABOUR MARKET.

EMPLOYERS WILL HAVE TO ESTABLISH VOLUNTARY SCHEMES IN ORDER TO
REMAIN COMPETITIVE IN THE LABOUR MARKET, HE ADDED.

HE POINTED OUT THAT THE EXTENT OF UNDER-FUNDING AMONG EXISTING
RETIREMENT SCHEMES, THOUGH UNKNOWN, WAS ESTIMATED AT BETWEEN $5 TO $10
BILLION,

FUNDING REQUIREMENT OF THE ORDINANCE, TOGETHER WITH DEMAND FOR
NEW SCHEMES, WOULD RESULT IN MORE ASSETS BEING ABSORRBED INTO THE POOL
OF PENSION FUNDS, HE SAID, ADDING THAT THIS WAS ESTIMATED AT $100
BILLION ACCORDING TO PRIVATE SECTOR RESEARCH.

IN LINE WITH OUR MINIMUM INTERVENTION APPROACH IN REGULATING
OUR FINANCIAL MARKET, THE ORDINANCE WOULD ENABLE MANAGERS TO OPERATE
WITH MINIMUM GOVERNMENT INTERFERENCE BUT WITH RELIANCE ON PROFESSIONAL
CERTIFICATION, HE SAID.

FOR EXAMPLE, THEY ARE REQUIRED TO KEEP PROPER BOOKS AND RECORDS
OF TRANSACTIONS, TO HAVE AN ANNUAL AUDIT AND TO DISCLOSE ESSENTIAL
INFORMATION TO SCHEME MEMBERS, HE ADDED.

RESTRICTIONS WERE FEW, EXCEPT TO REQUIRE THAT NOT MORE THAN 10
PER CENT OF THE SCHEME ASSETS COULD BE INVESTED IN THE EMPLOYER’S
BUSINESS, HE ADDED.

THE SCHEME ASSETS WERE ALSO PROHIBITED FROM BEING RE- INVESTED
INTO THE EMPLOYER'S BUSINESS BY WAY OF LOAN AND THE EMPLOYER MUST TAKE
PRUDENT MEANSURES TO PROTECT EMPLOYEES' 1 NTEREST, HE SAID.

HE SAID A UNIQUE FEATURE OF THE ORDINANCE WAS TO ALLOW
RETIREMENT SCHEMES TO BE SET UP OUTSIDE HONG KONG.

"THESE WILL BE SUBJECT TO OVERSEAS JURISDICTION," HE SAID,

HE ADDED THAT AS THERE WAS NO TERRITORTIAL LIMITATION ON THE
SCHEME'S DOMICILE AND LOCATION OF ITS ASSETS 3 SCHEME ADMINISTRATORS
AND INVESTMENT MANAGERS COULD CAST A WIDE NET FOR PROFITABLE
INVESTMENT.

"SUCH A REGULATORY FRAMEWORK, COMBINED WITH HONG KONG'S STATUS
AS AN INTERNATIONAL FINANCIAL CENTRE, 1 AM CONFIDENT OF THE EXCELLENT
PROSPECT FOR GROWTH IN THE PENSIONS INDUSTRY IN THE YEARS AHEAD," HE
ADDED.

o M el
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SPECTAL CAMPAIGN AGAINST NOISE HAZARDS
¥ ¥ ¥ % %

THE LABOUR DEPARTMENT WILL CONDUCT A TWO-MONTH SPECIAL
CAMPAIGN TOMORROW (MONDAY) TO ENHANCE THE AWARENESS OF OWNERS OF
INDUSTRIAL UNDERTAKINGS ON NOISE HAZARDS AND THE IMPORTANCE OF
PROTECTING WORKERS AGAINST SUCH HAZARDS.

DURING THE TERRITORY-WIDE CAMPAIGN, FACTORY INSPECTORS WILL
FOCUS THEIR ATTENTION ON SEVEN MAJOR NOISY INDUSTRIES.

THESE INDUSTRIES INCLUDE SHIP BUILDING AND REPAIRING, TEXTILE,
CONSTRUCTION, METAL PRODUCTS, PAPER AND PAPER PRODUCTS, WOOD PRODUCTS
AND WOODEN FURNITURES, AS WELL AS WATCHES AND CLOCKS.

THE DEPUTY CHIEF FACTORY INSPECTOR, MR KAN HON-SANG, SAID
TODAY (SUNDAY) DURING INSPECTIONS, OWNERS WOULD BE ADVISED OF THEIR
STATUTORY OBLIGATION TO CONDUCT NOISE LEVEL ASSESSMENTS AND ADOPT
NECESSARY MEASURES TO MINIMISE NOISE HAZARDS TO SAFEGUARD WORKERS.

UNDER THE FACTORIES AND INDUSTRIAL UNDERTAKINGS (NOISE AT
WORK) REGULATION WHICH CAME INTO EFFECT IN JULY THIS YEAR, OWNERS OF
ALL INDUSTRIAL UNDERTAKINGS ARE REQUIRED TO IMPLEMENT MEASURES TO
PROTECT WORKERS AGAINST NOISE HAZARDS, MR KAN SAID.

THESE MEASURES INCLUDE APPOINTING OF COMPETENT PERSONS TO
CONDUCT NOISE ASSESSMENTS AND DEMARCATE AREAS AFFECTED BY EXCESSIVE
NOISE AS EAR PROTECTION ZONES WITHIN WHICH OWNERS MUST PROVIDE AND
EMPLOYEES MUST WEAR SUITABLE APPROVED EAR PROTECTORS.

WHERE DEMARCATION 1S IMPRACTICABLE, FOR EXAMPLE ON A
CONSTRUCTION SITE WHERE NOISY MACHINES ARE BEING MOVED AROUND QUITE
FREQUENTLY, THE REGULATION REQUIRES OWNERS TO LABEL THE NOISY
MACHINES INDICATING THE DISTANCE WITHIN WHICH EAR PROTECTORS MUST BE
WORN .

OWNERS ARE ALSO REQUIRED TO MAINTAIN MACHINES PROPERLY AND
IMPLEMENT CONTROL MEASURES TO REDUCE NOISE LEVEL.

IN ADDITION, EMPLOYEES SHOULD BE PROVIDED WITH ADEQUATE
INFORMATION, INSTRUCTION AND TRAINING ABOUT THE POTENTIAL HAZARDS,
AND PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES TO BE ADOPTED, MR KAN ADDED.

ON THE OTHER HAND, MR KAN SAID EMPLOYEES MUST CO-OPERATE WITH
EMPLOYERS IN USING THE SUITABLE APPROVED EAR PROTECTORS PROVIDED TO
THEM AND REPORT ANY DEFECTS IN THE MACHINE TO THE PROPRIETOR.

"VIGOROUS ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS, INCLUDING PROSECUTIONS, WILL BE
TAKEN OUT, WITHOUT HESITATION, AGAINST BLATANT OFFENDERS WHO CHOOSE TO
TURN A BLIND BYE TO THE REQUIRED SAFETY MEASURES," MR KAN SAID.

OWNERS WHO CONTRAVENE THE PROVISIONS OF THE REGULATION WILL BE

LIABLE TO A MAXIMUM FINE OF $30,000 WHILE EMPLOYEES WILL FACE A
MAXTMUM FINE OF $10,000.

g e Lot S R E
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UNAUTHORLSED BUTLDING WORKS ARE COSTLY
¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ X%

THE BUILDINGS DEPARTMENT TODAY (SUNDAY) REITERATED THAT. ANYONE
WHO CARRIED OUT BUILDING WORKS WITHOUT PERMISSION MIGHT FACE HEFTY
FINES, INCLUDING A DAILY FINE FOR EACH DAY WHEN THE OFFENCE WAS
COMMITTED.

THE REEMINDER CAME SHORTLY AFTER A RECENT COURT CASE IN WHICH A
COMPANY WAS FINED A TOTAlL. OF 861,690 FOR FAILING TO DEMOLISH AN
ILLEGAL STRUCTURE ON THE ROOF OF A BUILDING IN TO KWA WAN.

; THE CASE CAME TO LIGHT ON FEBRUARY 4, 1991, WHEN BUILDINGS
DEPARTMENT STAKF, ACTING ON A COMPLAINT, 'INSPECTED THE ROOF OF 3, WING
KWONI: STREET.

. THEY DISCOVERED THAT CERTAIN UNAUTHORISED BUILLDING WORKS!. WERE
BEING CARRIED OUT THERE.

; THE COURT HEARD THAT A DEMOLITION ORDER WAS [SSUED BY THE
BUILDINGS DEPARTMENT ON JULY 15, 1991 REQUIRING THE OWNER, @ THE NICE
FORTUNE DEVELOPMENT LIMITED, TO REMOVE THE UNAUTHORISED WORKS AND
REINSTATE THE AFFECTED PARTS OF THE BUILDING WITHIN 27 DAYS.

THIE DEFENDENT WAS TAKEN TO COURT AFTER SUBSEQUENT INSPECTIONS
REVEALED THAT THE STATUTORY ORKDER HAL ~NOT BEEN COMPILED WITH.

HE WAS CONVICTED AND FINED $42,100 AT SAN PO KONG MAGISTRACY
ON JANUARY 13 LAST YEAR. THE FINE INCLUDED A DAILY FINE OF $200 FOR
152 DAYS, FROM THF EXPIRY DATE OF THFE DEMOLITION ORDER TO THE DATE OF
COKVICTION.,

THE COMPANY LODGED AN APPEAL TO THE HIGH COURT AGAINST THE
CONVICTION BUT IT WAS DISMISSED ON JUNE 26 LAST YEAR DUE TO THE
APPELLANT'S ABSENCE AT THE HEARING.

THE DEFENDENT WAS TAKEN TO COURT AGAILN AFTER FURTHER
INSPECTIONS REVEALED THAT THE UNAUTHORISED BUTLDING WORKS WERE STILL
I NTACT .

HE PLEADED GUILTY AT SAN PO KONG MAGISTRACY ON  JULY 23 ° THIS
YEAR AND WAS FINED $9,000 PLUS A DATLY FINE TOTALLING $10,290 FOR 343
DAYS.,
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NEW ONE-DOLLAR, 50-CENT AND 20-CENT COINS
¥ ¥ X ¥ X

NEWLY DESIGNED ONE-DOLLAR, 50-CENT AND 20-CENT COINS WILL BE
PUT INTO CIRCULATION FROM TOMORROW (MONDAY).

A GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN SAID THIS WAS PART OF THE PHASED
PROGRAMME TO REPLACE AND WITHDRAW FROM CIRCULATION EXISTING COINS
BEARING REFERENCES WHICH WILL BECOME INAPPROPRIATE TO THE STATUS OF
HONG KONG AS A SPECIAL ADMINISTRATIVE REGION (SAR) OF THE PEOPLE'S

REPUBLIC OF CHINA.

LIKE THE NEW $5 AND $2 COINS INTRODUCED ON JANUARY 1 THIS YEAR,
THE DESIGNS FEATURE A BAUHINIA FLOWER AND "HONG KONG" 1IN CHINESE
CHARACTERS AND ENGLISH ON THE OBVERSE.

THE REVERSE FEATURES THE DENOMINATION IN CHINESE CHARACTERS
AND ENGLISH WITH A LARGE ARABIC NUMERAL IN THE CENTRE AND THE YEAR OF
ISSUE IMMEDIATELY BELOW IT.

THE FINAL COINS IN THE SERIES, THE 10-CENT COIN AND THE NEW
$10 COIN, ARE LIKELY TO BE INTRODUCED NEXT YEAR.
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FRESH WATER CUT IN WESTERN DISTRICT
¥ k% % X

FRESH WATER SUPPLY TO SOME PREMISES 1IN THE WESTERN DISTRICT
WILL GO OFF FROM 11 PM ON TUESDAY (OCTOBER 12) TO 6 AM THE FOLLOWING
DAY TO FACILITATE WASTE DETECTION WORK ON WATERMAINS.

THE SUSPENSION WILL AFFECT ALL THE PREMISES AT 158A-188
CONNAUGHT ROAD WEST; 200, 426, 428 AND ODD NUMBERS OF 271-375 DES
VOEUX ROAD WEST; ODD NUMBERS OF 443-453 QUEEN'S ROAD WEST; EVEN
NUMBERS OF 4-16 HILL ROAD; 8-8A WHITTY STREET; 6-7 CHIU KWONG STREET;
KA ON STREET; FUNG MUT ROAD AND THE WESTERN POLICE STATION.






