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PROVISIONAL RESULTS OF THE 1973 CENSUS OF INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION
- CONDUCTED BY THE CENSUS AND STATISTICS DEPARTMENT DURING 1974 AND
EARLY 1975 WERE RELEASED TODAY. -

THE CENSUS OF INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION WAS THE FIRST OF ITS KIND
IN HONG KONG. |T COVERED INDUSTRY SECTORS IN MINING AND QUARRYING,
MANUFACTURING AND ELECTRICITY, GAS AND WATER.

A SPOKESMAN FOR THE CENSUS AND STﬂTISTICS DEP&RTMENT SAID THE
FROJECT AIMED AT COLLECTING COMPREHENSIVE STATISTICS ON THE STRUCTURE
/4D PERFCRMANCE OF INDUSTRIES IN HONG KONG.

THE RESULTS RELEASED TODAY CONTAIN PRINCIPAL STATISTICS SUCH
AS NUMBER OF ESTABLISHMENTS, AVERAGE NUMBER OF PERSONS ENGAGED,
MAN=-HOURS WORKED BY OPERATIVES, LABOUR COST, PAYMENTS FOR NON-
INDUSTRIAL SERVICES, RENTAL AND OTHER PAYMENTS, SALES AND WORK DONE,
GROSS OUTPUT, MATERIAL PURCHASES AND SUPPLIES, CHANGES IN STOCKS,
VALUE ADDED, GROSS ADDITION TO FIXED ASSETS, DEPRECIATION OF FIXED
ASSETS AND STOCK OF FIXED ASSETS. ' _

THE STATISTICS ARE CLASSIFIED INTO 142 INDUSTRY SECTORS AND
WITHIN INDUSTRY SECTORS ANALYSED BY ESTABLISHMENTS ENGAGING 10 TO 19
PERSONS, AND 20 OR MORE PERSONS. :

THE SPOKESMAN SAID THAT FROM THE DATA RELEASED IT WOULD NOT
BE POSSIBLE TO IDENTIFY DETAILS OF INDIVIDUAL ESTABLISHMENTS.

THE PROVISIONAL RESULTS SHOW THAT, IN THE MANUFACTURING
Eiﬁ}SéEN, 3%,542 ESTABL ISHMENTS HAD OPERATED DURING THE WHOLE OR
1973. ;

THE AVERAGE NUMBER OF PERSONS ENGAGED THROUGHOUT 1973 WAS
713,688, THIS INCLUDED 87,000 PERSONS COMPRISING WORKING PROPRIETOR$
PARTNERS AND UNPAID FAMILY WORKERS AND EMPLOYMENT IN THOSE
ESTABL ISHMENTS NOT COVERED IN THE DECEMBER 1973 EMPLOYMENT SURVEY
IN WHICH 626,392 PERSONS WERE CLASSIFIED AS EMPLOYEES,

A TOTAL OF $6,323 MILLION WAS INCURRED AS LABOUR COST. THE
VALUE OF GROSS OUTPUT WAS ESTIMATED AT $31,961 MILLION AND THE
VALUE ADDED BY MANUFACTURING (THAT 1S, GROSS OUTPUT LESS CONSUMPTION
OF MATERIALS, FUEL, WATER AND ELECTRICITY AND PAYMENTS FOR [NDUSTRIAL
SERVICES), AT $11,544 MILLION,

CORRESPONDING FIGURES FOR THE MINING AND QUARRYING DIVISION
WERE 19 ESTABLISHMENTS, 1,344 PERSONS ENGAGED, $21 MILLION LABOUR
 ¢O3T, $78 MILLION GROSS QUTPUT_AND $56 MILLION VALUE ADDED. FOR THE
"FLECTRICITY AND GAS DIVISION, THERE WERE FOUR ESTABL ISHMENTS WITH
6,162 PERSONS ENGAGED AND TOTAL LABOUR COST OF $112 MILLION= GROSS
CUTPUT WAS $811 MILLION AND VALUE ADDED $582 MILLION.:

ABOUT 85 PER CENT OF THE TOTAL VALUE ADDED IN THE MANUFACTURING
DIVISION WAS DERIVED FROM ESTABLISHMENTS ENGAGING 20 OR MORE PERSONS.
IN TERMS OF CONTRIDUTION TO THE VALUE ADDED, THE TEXTILES SECTOR 1S
THE MOST IMPORTANT INDUSTRY. NEXT TO IT IS WEARING APPAREL, FOLLOWED.
' BY ELECTRICAL MACHINERY, APPLIANCES AND SUPPLIES= AND PLASTIC

PRODUCTS.

THE MAIN REPORT OF THE 1973 CENSUSlOF INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION
WILL BE PUBLISHED LATER.
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FUNCTIONING PRACTICALLY AS A +WATCHDOG+ ON HONG KONG?S PUBL iC
TRANSPORT IS AN INTEGRAL UNIT WITHIN THE TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT Wi !ICH
CONSTANTLY MONITORS AND CO~ORDINATES THE OPERAT!ONAL PERFORMAIL
OF BUSES, TRAMS AND FERRIES AND THE IMPLEMENTATION OF TRAFFIC
MANAF\IENT SCHEMES.

TO TRANSPORT PLANNERS, IT ALSO FORMS AN ESFEHTJHL.+IHTELL!GEHCE
FCRCE+ COLLATING COMMENTS AND STATISTICAL DATA AS FEEDBACK FOR
PLANNING OF NtW SERVICES AND TRAFFIC SCHEMES OR FOR IMPROVEMENT OF
E~ISTING ONES.

AND FOR MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC, IT PROVIDES AN INVESTIGATION
MACHINERY CARRYING OUT ON-THE=SPOT CHECKS ON ANY COMPLAINTS OR
SUGGESTIONS THEY MAY RAISE IN TRANSPORT AND TRAFFIC MATTERS WITH
A VIEW TO ASCERTAINING THEIR JUSTIFICATION.

THIS IS THE RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT SECTION OF WHICH A SQUAD
OF TRANSPORT INSPECTORS, ASSISTED BY UNIVERSITY STUDENTS DURING THE
SUMMER, SPEND ALMOST 90 PER CENT OF THEIR TIME on FIELD WORK, THE
SECTION IS ONE OF THE TWO UNDER THE DEPARTMENT®S PUBLIC TRANSPORT
DIVISION,

FOR THEM, FIELD SURVEYS ARE THE ORDER OF THE DAY, THROUGH
OBSERVATION OR COUNTING IN BUS TERMINI, FERRY PIERS AND TRAM STOPS,
ON BOARD BUSES AND FERRIES, IN CAR PARKS, NEAR TAXI OR PUBLIC LIGHT
BUS STANDS, OR AT ROAD SIDES. ,

+WITH THE LARGE NUMBERS OF VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC CONGESTION ON
THE ROADS, RESEARCH AND PLANNING HAS NOYW PLAYED AN INCREASINGLY
SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN THE PROCESS OF DECISION=-MAKING ON TRANSPORT
MATTERS,+ SAID MR, CHOY HON=LEUNG, SENIOR TRANSPORT OFFICER IN

CHARGE OF THE SECTION,

\

QUITE OFTEN, HE SAID, RESEARCH AND PLANNING IS MADE AT AN
EARLY STAGE OF THE POLICY-MAKING PROCESS ALTHOUGH IN SOME CASES,
POLICY EMERGES WHILE RESEARCH 1S CONTINUING, WHILE IN OTHER CASES
WHERE THE SITUATION IS LESS URGENT, POLICY FORMULATION AWAITS THE
COMPLETION OF RESEARCH.

.MW CHOY RECALLED THAT BEFORE THE TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT WAS SET
up IN 1968 RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT IN TRANSPORT WAS CARRIED OUT
BY SEVERAL GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND BY PRIVATELY-OWNED TRANSPORT

COMPANIES AS VELL,

+NOW THE DEPARTMENT PLANS THE (NTRODUCTION OF NEW PUBLIC
TRANSPORT SERVICES, MONITORS THE IMPLEMENTATION OF TRAFFIC SCHEMES
AND COLLATES COMMENTS AND STATISTICAL INFORMATION AS FEEDBACK FOR
FURTHER IMPROVEMENTS.,

+OF GREATER SIGNIFICANCE 1S THE DEPARTMENT’S ASSESSMENT OF THE
ADEQUATE PERFORMANCE OF EACH OF THE PUBLIC TRANSPORT MODES IN HONG
KONG,+ HE SAID,

: /AP:".RT mﬂ:[ (L L. X
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APART FROM HIS SECTION -CARRYING OUT RESEARCH AND PLANNING WORK,
HE SAID, THERE ARE OTHER VALUABLE RESOURCES AVAILABLE, PARTIC!" ARLY
THE TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORT SURVEY DIVISION OF THE PUBLIC WORKS
DEP&RTMENT WHICH HELPS IN PROJECTS REQUESTED BY THE TRANSPORT
DEPARTMENT

MR. CHOY SAID THAT DURINS THE YEAR 1974~75, HIS SECTION ISSUED
AN ANNUAL STATISTICAL REPORT AS WELL AS MONTHLY STATISTICAL DIGESTS
WHICH HE DESCRIBED AS IMPORTANT COMPILATIONS PROVIDING STATISTICS
Oii THE VARIOUS MODES OF PUBLIC TRANSPORT WITH REGARD TO PASSENGER
VOLUMES AND MILEAGE OPERATED, FLEET ALLOCATION, VEHICLE INSPECTIONS,
DRIVING TESTS AND LICENCES, VEHICLE REGISTRATION AND CAR PARK
UTILISATION,

+STUDIES OF REGIONAL TRANSPORT REQUIREMENTS WERE MADE FOR AREAS
LIKE LAM TIN, TSZ WAN SHAN, TSUEN WAN NEW TOWN AND CHAl WAN,+ HE
SAID, ;

IN ADDITION, SOME 220 FIELD SURVEYS AND INVESTIGATIONS WERE
CONDUCTED, THE FINDINGS OF WHICH WERE PRESENTED IN THE FORM OF
INSPECTION REPORTS AND TRANSPORT STUDIES REPORTS.

IN FACT, CHECKS ARE CARRIED OUT THROUGHOUT THE YEAR ON VARIOUS

BUS ROUTES TO ASCERTAIN WHETHER THE LEVEL ‘OF SERVICE PROVIDED IS
REASONABLY ACCEPTABLE TO THE TRAVELLING PUBLIC,

+SURVEYS ARE MADE ON THE GENERAL CONDITION OF WINDOWS, SE&TS
INTERNAL LIGHTING, HANDGRIPS, THE CLEANLINESS OF THE BOBYWORK THE
ADEQUACY AND THE UTILIZATION OF ROUTES TO EXAMINE THE FREQUENCY,
TERMINAL LAY-OVER TIME, CARRYING AND SPARE CAPACITY AND NUMBER OF
PASSENGERS CARRIED,+ HE SAID,

IT IS CONDSIDERED THAT AN EFFICIENT AND ADEQUATE PUBLIC
TRANSPORT SERVICE IS ESSENTIAL TO ATTRACT COMMUTERS TO GIVE UP THEIR
PRIVATE CARS AS A MEANS OF REDUCING THE NUMBER OF VEHICLES ON THE
ROADS AND DEMANDS ON ROAD AND KERB~SIDE SPACE, HE ADDED,

AS REGARDS TRAMS, MR. CHOY SAID THAT SURVEYS WERE OFTEN CARRIED
OUT ON CERTAIN TRAM SERVICE +BLACK SPOTS+ WHERE TRAMS WERE FREQUENTLY
DELAYED BY THE TURNING MOVEMENT OF OTHER VEHICLES. :

+THERE ARE ALSO THE PEDESTRIAN AND ROAD TRAFFIC SURVEYS, AMONG
OTHERS, WHICH GENERALLY FOLLOW PUBLIC COMPLAINTS OR SUGGESTIONS
MAINLY CONCERNING VEHICULAR CONFLICTS AT ROAD JUNCTIONS, PEDESTRIAN=
VEHICULAR CONFLICTS ON BUSY ROADS, TRAFFIC DELAYS CHUSED BY KERBSIDE
ACTIVITIES, LACK OF TRAFFIC SIGNALS  AND PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS.
THE FINDINGS ARE WRITTEN INTO REPORTS FOR DELIBERATION BY TRANSPORT
PLANNERS,+ HE SAID.

-———0---—
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE DISABLED IMPROVED SLIGHTLY IN
THE FIRST HALF OF THIS YEAR AND UP TO THE END OF JUNE 1975, THE JOB
PLACEMENT UNIT OF THE SOCIAL WELFARE DEPARTMENT SUCCESSFULLY PLACED
61 OF THEM IN VARIOUS TYPES OF WORK. THIS COMPARES WITH 47 VHOQ
- ““RE FOUND EMPLOYMENT DURING THE SIX-MONTH PERIOD ENDING ON DECEMBER

31, 1974,

MR. CHAN SHIU=WING, OFFICER—IN-CHARGE OF THE UNIT, SAID THAT
THE HIGHEST MONTHLY FIGURE THIS YEAR WAS 17, VWHICH WAS’ RECORDED
IN JUNE.

+1T 1S INDEED ENCOURAGING AND WE ONLY HOPE THIS IS A SIGN THAT
THE ECONOMY OF HONG KONG IS KICKING UP,+ HE SAID, +IT IS ALSO
COMFORTING TO KNOW THAT EMPLOYERS ARE WILLING TO TAKE ON DISABLED
PEOPLE WHEN ABLE=BODIED WORKERS ARE READILY AVAILABLE.+

MR. CHAN STRESSED THAT EMPLOYERS HAD NOTHING TO LOSE IN
EMPLOYING DISABLED WORKERS.

+THEY ARE STEADY WORKERS, LESS PRONE TO CAUSE TROUBLE TO THEIR;-
EMPLOYERS OR TO SWITCH FROM ONE JOB TO ANOTHER AS OFTEN
A5 ABLE-EODIED WORKERS.

+THEY ALSO SHOW A GREATER CONCENTRATION IN THEIR WORK. TAKE THE'
EXAMPLE OF A DEAF WORKER = HE IS LESS EASILY DISTRAGTED BY NOISES 2
AROUND HIM,+ MR, CHAN POINTED OUT.

HE .SAID EMPLOYERS COULD EXPECT BETTER CO—OPER&TION BETWEEN THE
DISABLED AND THE ABLE=BODIED WORKERS BECAUSE INSTEAD OF REJECTING
THEIR HANDICAPPED COLLEAGUES, THE ABLE~BODIED WORKERS USUALLY OFFER -
HELP TO THEM VOLUNTARILY.

HE ALSO ASSURED EMPLDYERS THAT DISABLED WORKERS WERE WELL~-"
EﬁEPARED BY THE SOCIAL WELFARE DEPARTMENT BEFORE THEY WERE GIVEN
JOB

THE DEPARTMENT PROVIDES VOCATIONAL TRAINING FOR THE DISABLED
IN A DIVERSITY OF TRADES WHICH INCLUDE MACHINE-SEWING, CARPENTRY,
ELECTRONICS, PRINTING, METAL WORK, GARDENING AND SHOE-MAKING.

IT TRIES ITS BEST TO ENSURE AS FAR AS POSSIBLE THAT WHAT THE
DISABLED LEARN IM THE TRAINING CLASSES CORRELATES ¥WITH WHAT IS NEEDED
IN THE JOB MARKET SO THAT NO TRAINING BY EMPLOYERS IS REQUIRED. '

MR, GHAN SHIU=WING CITED THE MACHINE-SEWING CLASSES AS AN
EXAMPLE, +WHENEVER NECESSARY WE INSTAL NEW MACHINERY TO SYNCHRONISE
WITH CHANGES IN THE OUTSIDE GARMENT FACTORIES SO THAT WHEN HE 1S
PLACED IN A JOB THE DISABLED PERSON WILL BE FAMILIAR WITH THE
EQUIPMENT BEING USED,+ HE SAID.

/ﬂs FACTORIES sasws
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AS FACTORIES ARE STILL THE LARGEST EMPLOYERS OF DISABLED WORKERS,
THE TIME CARD SYSTEM, WIDELY IN USE IN FACTORIES, HAS BEEN ADOPTED
TO ACCUSTOM TRAINEES TO THE PRACTICE OF +CLOCKING+ IN AND OUT AS
THEY WOULD HAVE TO WHEN THEY GO OUT TO WORK.

+BUT WHILE INDUSTRY PROVIDES THE GREATEST NUMBER OF JOB
CPPORTUNITIES, IT WILL BE WRONG TO THINK THAT DISABLED PEOPLE ARE
ONLY GOOD AT FACTORY WORK,+ MR. CHAN STRESSED.

+THEY CAN BE ENGAGED FOR MORE SOPHISTICATED JOBS AND IN FACT
WE HAVE FOUND EMPLOYMENT FOR THEM AS SECRETARIES, SURVEYORS, -
TELEX-OPERATORS AND EVEN AS MODEL SHIP BUILDERS.+ HE SAID,

+WHAT WE IN THE JOB PLACEMENT UNIT TRY TO DO IS FIND OUT WHERE
A DISABLED PERSON’S INTEREST LIES AND HELP HIM FIND THE TYPE OF WORK
IN WHICH HE WOULD LIKE TO BE ENGAGED.+ J

WHEN THE UNIT IS INFORMED THAT THERE IS A JOB AVAILABLE FOR
DISABLED WORKERS, A MEMBER OF THE STAFF WILL CONTACT THE MANAGEMENT
OF THE ESTABLISHMENT TO ASSESS THE WORKING ENVIRONMENT AND DISCUSS

THE TERMS, :

\
MR. CHAN SAID IN HIS EXPERIENCE HE HAS FOUND VERY LITTLE, IF
ANY, DISCRIMINATION AGAINST DISABLED WORKERS IN TERMS OF WAGES OR
DENEFITS AND USUALLY THEY ARE OFFERED TERMS AND CONDITIONS SIMILAR
TO THAT FOR THE ABLE-BEODIED. : :

+WE WILL NEVER PLACE ANY DISABLED PERSON IN A JOB IN WHICH HE
WILL BE AT A DISADVANTAGE,+ HE EMPHASISED,

. HE APPEALED TO MORE EMPLOYERS TO ACCEPT DISABLED WORKERS AND -
THOSE WISHING TO DO SO CAN CONTACT THE UNIT EITHER BY WRITING TO IT
AT THE WORLD REHABILITATION FUND DAY CENTRE, KWUN TONG ROAD, OR BY
DIRECT CONTACT THROUGH THE TELEPHONE ON 3-419221.






