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FOREIGN SECRETARY VISITS HONG KONG NEXT MONTH
¥ X X X x

THE GOVERNOR, THE RT HON CHRISTOPHER PATTEN, SAID THIS (MONDAY)
AFTERNOON THE FOREIGN SECRETARY, MR DOUGLAS HURD, WOULD BE VISITING
HONG KONG ON SEPTEMBER 15 AND 16 TO PREPARE HIMSELF FOR HIS MEETING
WITH THE CHINESE VICE-PREMIER, MR QIAN QICHEN, AT THE UNITED NATIONS
GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN NEW YORK IN LATE SEPTEMBER.

SPEAKING TO REPORTERS AT THE KAI TAK INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT ON
HIS RETURN FROM ANNUAL LEAVE, THE GOVERNOR SAID THAT THE FOREIGN
SECRETARY'S MEETING WITH MR QIAN WAS PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT BECAUSE
THERE WERE ALSO TWO MEETINGS OF THE JOINT LIAISON GROUP THIS AUTUMN,
RETWEEN NOW AND THE END OF THE YEAR AND THE BRITISH SIDE WANTED TO SEE
AS MUCH PROGRESS IN THOSE MEETINGS AS POSSIBLE.

"] WAS PLEASED THAT WE’D GOT THE DEFENCE LANDS AGREEMENT IN THE
SUMMER BUT THERE IS A TREMENDOUS AMOUNT TO DO AND THE ONLY PEOPLE WHO
SUFFER IF WE DON’'T MAKE PROGRESS ARE THE PEOPLE OF HONG KONG AND, IN A
WAY IN THE FUTURE, THOSE WHO REPRESENT THE INTERESTS OF CHINA," MR
PATTEN SAID.

ON THE COMING DISTRICT BOARD ELECTIONS, THE GOVERNOR SAID HE
WAS PLEASED THAT THERE WAS A RECORD NUMBER OF CANDIDATES AND THAT
DEMONSTRATED THE IMPORTANCE WHICH THE WHOLE COMMUNITY ATTACHED TO THE
SYSTEM OF DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION.

"I AM PLEASED THAT SO MANY PEOPLE ARE PRESENTING THEMSELVES TO
SERVE THE COMMUNITY AND TO WORK WITH US IN GOVERNMENT TO ENSURE THAT
THE VIEWS AND VOICES OF THOSE WHO LIVE IN OUR COMMUNITY ARE TAKEN INTO
ACCOUNT AS WE FRAME PUBLIC POLICY," MR PATTEN SAID.

ny HOPE THERE WILL BE A GOOD TURNOUT+* IN THOSE ELECTIONS,
REFLECTING THE IMPORTANCE OF THE EVENT, NOT LEAST THE FACT THAT THOSE
WHO ARE ELECTED WILL FORM THE ELECTION COMMITTEE FOR THE LEGISLATIVE
COUNCIL IN 1995."

IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION ABOUT THE CHINESE NATIONAL PEOPLE’S
CONGRESS’' DISCUSSION TO DISMANTLE THE THREE TIER POLITICAL STRUCTURE
AFTER 1997, THE GOVERNOR SAID: "THE ARRANGEMENTS THAT WE HAVE PUT
FORWARD ARE WITHIN THE JOINT DECLARATION AND THE BASIC LAW.

"THEY ARE FAIR. THEY ARE ACCEPTABLE TO THE PEOPLE OF HONG KONG.
THEY ENJOYED VERY CONSIDERABLE SUPPORT. THERE 1S NO REASON WHY THEY
SHOULD BE DISMANTLED.

"IF IN 1997, THOSE ARRANGEMENTS ARE DISMANTLED, THOSE WHO TAKE
RESPONSTIBILITY FOR THAT WILL HAVE TO EXPLAIN THEMSELVES TO SIX MILLI ON
PEOPLE HERE IN HONG KONG."
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TRANSCRIPT OF GOVERNOR'S MEDIA SESSION AT AIRPORT
¥ x % % X

THE FOLLOWING IS THE TRANSCRIPT OF THE MEDIA SESSION BY THE
GOVERNOR, THE RT HON CHRISTOPHER PATTEN, AT THE KAI TAK INTERNATIONAL
AIRPORT AFTER HIS ANNUAL LEAVE THIS (MONDAY) AFTERNOON: - .

GOVERNOR: GOOD AFTERNOON. I AM GLAD TO BE BACK IN HONG KONG WITH MY
FAMILY AFTER A HOLIDAY. I'M OBVIOUSLY PARTICULARLY PLEASED THAT THE
TERRITORY'S BEEN IN SUCH EXCELLENT HANDS WHILE I'VE BEEN AWAY. MRS
CHAN HAS KEPT ME 1IN TOUCH OVER THE LAST WEEKS WITH THE MAIN
DEVELOPMENTS. I START WORK AGAIN TOMORROW WITH A MEETING OF THE
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL AND IT'S GOING TO BE A BUSY AUTUMN, A POINT TO WHICH
I'LL RETURN IN A MOMENT.

THERE ARE JUST THREE THINGS I WOULD LIKE ‘TO SAY. WHILE I WAS
ENGAGED IN TALKS WITH MINISTERS IN LONDON, JUST AFTER I LEFT HONG
KONG, WE SUFFERED THE KWUN LUNG LAU LANDSLIDE WHICH WAS, I KNOW, AN
APPALLING TRAGEDY AND I WOULD LIKE TO OFFER MY CONDOLENCES TO THE
FAMILIES OF THOSE WHO LOST LOVED ONES. CLEARLY, THE SUBJECT OF THE
SAFETY OF OUR SLOPES IS ONE THAT RIGHTLY CONCERNS EVERYONE 1IN HONG
KONG AND EQUALLY CONCERNS THE GOVERNMENT. WE HAVE TO DO EVERYTHING WE
CAN TO ENSURE AS MUCH SAFETY AS POSSIBLE. WE’VE BROUGHT IN, AS YOU
KNOW, AN INTERNATIONAL EXPERT TO HELP US LOOK AT WHAT WE WERE DOING AT
PRESENT AND TO HELP US DO BETTER IN FUTURE. I AM PLEASED THAT HE HAS
STARTED WORK AND I AM LOOKING FORWARD TO RECEIVING HIS REPORT AND
RECOMMENDATIONS AS SOON AS HE COMPLETES THEM AND TO DISCUSSING THE
OUTCOME OF HIS WORK WITH THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL AND THE LEGISLATIVE
COUNCIL AND THE WHOLE COMMUNITY. I REPEAT, GIVEN OUR CLIMATIC
CONDITIONS AND GIVEN THE TOPOGRAPHY, IT'S A SUBJECT WHICH RIGHTLY
CONCERNS PEOPLE AND WE HAVE TO GIVE IT VERY CONSIDERABLE PRIORITY AS
AN ADMINISTRATION.

SECONDLY, WE HAVE IN ABOUT THREE WEEKS' TIME THE  DISTRICT
BOARDS ELECTIONS. 1 AM PLEASED THAT THERE IS A RECORD NUMBER OF
CANDIDATES FOR THOSE ELECTIONS AND I THINK THAT DEMONSTRATES THE
IMPORTANCE WHICH THE WHOLE COMMUNITY ATTACHES TO ' ' OUR SYSTEM OF
DISTRICT BOARD ADMINISTRATION. THE DISTRICT BOARDS, WE KNOW, HAVE AN
IMPORTANT ROLE AT THE GRASS ROOTS IN THE COMMUNITY AND I AM PLEASED
THAT SO MANY PEOPLE ARE PRESENTING THEMSELVES, CAPABLE MEN AND WOMEN,
TO SERVE THE COMMUNITY AND TO WORK WITH US IN GOVERNMENT TO ENSURE
THAT THE VIEWS AND VOICES OF THOSE WHO LIVE IN OUR COMMUNITY ARE TAKEN
INTO ACCOUNT AS WE FRAME PUBLIC POLICY. I HOPE THERE WILL BE A GOOD
TURNOUT 1IN THOSE ELECTIONS, REFLECTING THE IMPORTANCE OF THE EVENT,
NOT LEAST THE FACT THAT THOSE WHO ARE ELECTED WILL FORM THE ELECTION
COMMITTEE FOR THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL IN 1995.

/THIRDLY, AS ....
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THIRDLY, AS I SAID A FEW MOMENTS AGO, WE DO HAVE A GOOD DEAL TO
DO THIS AUTUMN, NOT ONLY THE DISTRICT BOARD ELECTIONS BUT A NUMBER OF
[MPORTANT MEETINGS AND DISCUSSIONS. THE FOREIGN SECRETARY WILL BE
VISITING HONG KONG ON SEPTEMBER 15 AND 16, PREPARATORY TO HIS MEETING
WITH VICE PREMIER QIAN QICHEN AT THE UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN NEW YORK.
THAT'S BECOME A PRETTY REGULAR FEATURE IN THEIR CALENDARS AND THIS
YEAR, I THINK, EVERYBODY RECOGNISES THAT IT’'S A PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT
MEETING, PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT BECAUSE WE ALSO HAVE TWO MEETINGS OF
THE JOINT LIAISON GROUP THIS AUTUMN, BETWEEN NOW AND THE END OF THE
YEAR, AND WE DO WANT TO SEE AS MUCH PROGRESS IN THOSE MEETINGS AS
POSSIBLE. I THINK THE PEOPLE OF HONG KONG HAVE SEEN OUR NEGOTIATORS
KICKING THE BALL AROUND ON THE PITCH AND THEY WANT TO SEE A FEW GOALS.
I. WAS PLEASED THAT WE'D GOT THE DEFENCE LANDS AGREEMENT IN THE SUMMER
BUT THERE IS A TREMENDOUS AMOUNT TO DO AND THE ONLY PEOPLE, FRANKLY
WHO SUFFER IF WE DON’'T MAKE PROGRESS ARE THE PEOPLE OF HONG KONG AND,
IN A WAY IN THE FUTURE, THOSE WHO REPRESENT THE INTERESTS OF CHINA.
S0, WE DO WANT TO SEE AS MUCH PROGRESS THERE AS POSSIBLE.

WE'LL ALSO BE COMPLETING OUR CONSULTATION ON THE OLD AGE
PENSION SCHEME AND I AM PLEASED THAT RECENT OPINION SURVEYS CONTINUE
TO DEMONSTRATE THAT THAT SCHEME HAS VERY SUBSTANTIAL SUPPORT ACROSS
THE COMMUNITY. [ THINK THE AVERAGE SUPPORT SHOWN IN THE LAST FIVE
SURVEYS IS ABOUT 70 PERCENT WHICH, BY ANYBODY'S RECKONING, IS PRETTY
GOOD GOING. SO, WE WANT TO COMPLETE THE CONSULTATION ON THAT AND 1
HOPE REACH SOME DECISIONS BECAUSE 1 BELIEVE THAT THE COMMUNLITY WANTS
US TO PLAY FAIR BY OUR ELDERLY AND MAKE SURE THAT THEY SHARE IN SOME
OF THE SUCCESS OF HONG KONG. SO, A LOT TO DO. A BUSY AUTUMN AND I AM,
AFTER A HOLIDAY, FEELING FULL OF BEANS AND I AM DELIGHTED THAT MRS
CHAN, BY TAKING OVER THE REI1GN SO CAPABLY FOR THE LAST FEW WEEKS, HAS
GIVEN ME THE CHANCE OF RECHARGING MY BATTERIES.

QUESTION ¢ GOVERNOR, THE CHINESE NPC HAG DECIDED TO DISMANTLE THE
THREE TIERS OF COUNCILS AFTER 1997. DO yOU THINK IT’S STILL MEANINGFUL
TO CARRY ON THE ELECTION OF DISTRICT BOARD AND EVEN THE URBAN COUNCIL
AND THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL NEXT YEAR

GOVERNOR ¢ MY REPLY TO THAT IS WHAT IT HAS ALWAYS BEEN. THE
ARRANGEMENTS THAT WE HAVE PUT FORWARD ARE WITHIN THE JOINT DECLARATION
AND THE BASIC LAW. THEY'RE FAIR, THEY'RE ACCEPTABLE TO THE PEOPLE OF
HONG KONG. THEY ENJOYED VERY CONSIDERABLE SUPPORT. THERE’S NO REASON
WHY THEY SHOULD, BY THOSE ARRANGEMENT, SHOULD BE DISMANTLED. IF 1IN
1997, THOSE ARRANGEMENTS ARE DISMANTLED, THOSE WHO TAKE RESPONSTBILITY
FOR THAT WILL HAVE TO EXPLAIN THEMSELVES TO SIX MILLION PEOPLE HERE IN
HONG KONG. THAT’S NOT A MATTER FOR ME. WHAT WE'VE PUT IN PLACE ARE
ARRANGEMENTS WHICH ARE FAIR, AND I THINK, FOR EXAMPLE, THE NUMBER OF
PEOPLE PUTTING THEMSELVES FORWARD FOR ELECTIONS FOR THE DISTRICT
BOARDS HAS SHOWN THAT THEIR REGARD IN THE COMMUNITY IS FAIR.

QUESTION : ARE YOU DISAPPOINTED WITH PREDICTIONS COMING OUT OF BEIJING
FOR THE QIAN QICHEN-DOUGLAS HURD SUMMIT IN THE UN ?

GOVERNOR : WELL, [ ALWAYS THINK THAT IT'S BRETTER TO GO INTO
DISCUSSIONS AND MEETINGS TRYING TO DO ONE '9 BEST FOR HONG KONG, RATHER
THAN SUGGESTING THAT ONE MAY DRAG ONE'S FEET. 1 REPEAT WHAT | SA1ID
EARLIER. WE INTEND TO DO EVERYTHING WE CAN TO ENSURE THAT HONG KONG
REMAINS SUCCESSFUL. AND I THINK THE PEOPLE OF HONG KONG WILL EXPECT
EVERYBODY WHO SITS DOWN AT THE TABLE TO BEHAVE IN EXACTLY THE SAME
WAY .

JOQUESTION:
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QUESTION : THE US DELEGATION LED BY THE SECRETARY FOR COMMERCE 1IN
CHINA WILL ACHIEVE THE SIGNING OF SEVERAL COMMERCIAL CONTRACTS. WILL
IT THREATEN THE ACHIEVEMENT OF A BRITISH TRADE DELEGATION TO CHINA IN
LATE SEPTEMBER 7

GOVERNOR : NO. BUT THAT'S NOT A MATTER FOR ME.

QUESTION : S0, DO YOU AGREE WITH MR LU PING’S VIEW ON THE TWO FOREIGN
MINISTERS’ MEETING THAT MAYBE IT WILL FAIL YOUR EXPECTATION TO ACHIEVE
A FEW GOALS 7

GOVERNOR : WELL, IT WON'T .FAIL BECAUSE OF ANY LACK OF COMMITMENT ON MR
DOUGLAS HURD’S PART. IF OTHERS ARE SAYING IT WILL FAIL BECAUSE THEY
WANT IT TO FAIL, THEN THAT'S A PRETTY CURIOUS MESSAGE FOR THEM TO
OFFER THE PEOPLE OF HONG KONG, AND I CAN'T BELIEVE THEY WOULD WISH TO
DO THAT. WE HAVE TO BE ABSOLUTELY CLEAR AS WE COME INTO, AS WE MOVE
THROUGH THE LAST THREE YEARS BEFORE THE CHANGE OF SOVEREIGNTY IN 1997.
WE HAVE TO BE ABSOLUTELY CLEAR THAT THOSE WHO ARE IN A POSITION TO
GIVE REASSURANCES ' ABOUT THE FUTURE ARE, OF COURSE, THE FUTURE
SOVEREIGN. AND I’'M NOT SURE THAT YOU GIVE REASSURANCE ABOUT THE FUTURE
BY SAYING THAT YOU ARE NOT GOING TO WORK HARD TO CO-OPERATE 1IN THE
INTEREST OF THE LIVELIHOOD AND WELL-BEING OF THE PEOPLE OF HONG KONG.
S50, I VERY MUCH HOPE THAT WISDOM, AND GOOD SENSE, WILL PREVAIL. AND I
AM GOING TO-PROCEED IN THAT GENEROUS-SPIRITED, CHARITABLE FRAME OF
MIND FOR THE NEXT YEAR.

QUESTION + TO WHAT EXTENT DO YOU THINK THAT THE TWO FOREIGN
SECRETARIES’ MEETING WILL HELP IMPROVE THE SINO-BRITISH RELATIONSHIP 7

GOVERNOR : 1 HOPE THAT IT WILL DO SO. IT WILL CERTAINLY BE THE FOREIGN
SECRETARY OF THE UNITED KINGDOM’S HOPE THAT IT WILL DO SO.

QUESTION : WILL YOU CONSIDER SETTING UP AN INDEPENDENT ENQUIRY TO
EXAMINE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE KOON LUNG LAU CASE, THE LANDSLIDE
CASE ?

GOVERNOR : WE'RE DISCUSSING THAT ISSUE AT EXCO TOMORROW. AS I SAID
EARLIER, WE'VE APPOINTED AN INTERNATIONAL EXPERT WHO’S STARTED WORK.
AND I'D LIKE TO SEE HIS REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS AS ©SOON AS
POSSIBLE. THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL WILL HAVE TO DECIDE TOMORROW WHETHER
THERE IS A CASE, AS SOME LEGISLATORS HAVE SUGGESTED, FOR A COMMISSION
OF ENQUIRY 'IN ADDITION TO THE INDEPENDENT EXPERT'S WORK. ONE MORE.

QUESTION : HAS THE ADMINISTRATION LIFTED THE BAN FOR THE CIVIL
SERVANTS, ESPECIALLY THE DISCIPLINARY FORCES, TO MEET THE PWC ?

GOVERNOR : OUR POSITION ON THE PWC IS EXACTLY WHAT IT HAS ALWAYS BEEN.
AND I WON'T REHEARSE FOR YOU ARGUMENTS WHICH I’VE PUT FORWARD ON A
NUMBER OF OCCASIONS. WE WANT THE MAXIMUM CO-OPERATION. AND CO-
OPERATION MUST BE GIVEN ITS MOMENTUM IN THE JOINT LIAISON GROUP, IN
THE AIRPORT COMMITTEE. THAT'S WHERE WE'VE BEEN WORKING SO HARD. AND 1
HOPE OTHERS WILL WORK HARD AS WELL. THANK YOU VERY MUCH.
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CAMPAIGN ON GOODS VEHICLE SAFE LOADING
¥ ¥ ¥ % %

THE GOVERNMENT WILL LAUNCH A SERIES OF PUBLICITY CAMPAIGNS
THIS YEAR TO PROMOTE THE SAFE AND PROPER LOADING OF GOODS VEHICLES.

A SPOKESMAN FOR THE TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT SAID OVERLOADED
VEHICLES NOT ONLY CAUSED SERIOUS DAMAGE TO THE ROAD SURFACE, THEREBY
IMPOSING HIGH COST ON THE TAXPAYERS, BUT ALSO POSED SEVERE POTENTIAL
DANGER TO THE DRIVERS AND OTHER ROAD USERS.

THE USE OF CORRECT LOADING METHODS CAN HELFP SAFEGUARD
THE SAFETY OF DRIVERS AND ROAD USERS, AS AN UNEVEN LOAD CAN EASILY
UPSET THE VEHICLES’ BALANCING MECHANISM, RESULTING IN OVERTURNING.

"WE HAVE REASONS TO BELIEVE THAT MANY OVERTURNING CASES
INVOLVING GOODS VEHICLES WERE CAUSED BY IMPROPER LOADING OF THE
VEHICLES, AMONG OTHER FACTORS," THE SPOKESMAN SAID.

"TO HELP PREVENT OVERLOADING AND ENCOURAGE THE ADOPTION OF
CORRECT LOADING METHODS, THE GOVERNMENT HAS DECIDED TO LAUNCH A SERIES
OF EDUCATIONAL AND PUBLICITY PROGRAMMES TO ALERT THE OPERATORS OF
GOODS VEHICLES TO THEIR OBLIGATIONS WITH REGARD TO THE SAFE TRANSPORT
OF GOODS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE LAW AND THE PROPER METHODS OF LOADING
GOODS," THE SPOKESMAN SAID.

BECAUSE OF THE IMMENSE _Z RISKS CAUSED BY OVERLOADED GOODS
VEHICLES, THE GOVERNMENT HAS ADOPTED A VIGILANT ENFORCEMENT APPROACH.
FOR INSTANCE, IN THE FIRST HALF OF THIS YEAR, THE POLICE HAVE
UNDERTAKEN MORE THAN 11,000 PROSECUTIONS AGAINST OVERLOADED VEHICLES.

THIS CAMPAIGN WILL START WITH A WIDE CIRCULATION OF THE
UPDATED CODE OF PRACTICE FOR THE LOADING OF VEHICLES. THE CODE OF
PRACTICE WAS FIRST PUBLISHED IN 1988 TO PROVIDE GUIDANCE ON THE MOST
APPROPRIATE MEANS OF LOADING BY GOODS VEHICLES.

"IT HAS BEEN RECENTLY UPDATED TO TAKE INTO ACCOUNT NEW
CIRCUMSTANCES, THE COMMENTS CONTRIBUTED BY THE VARIOUS ASSOCIATIONS
INVOLVED IN THE TRUCKING INDUSTRY AND THE LATEST AMENDMENTS TO THE
RELATED LEGISLATION," THE SPOKESMAN SAID.

A PAMPHLET CALLED "A GUIDE TO THE PREVENTION OF OVERLOADING OF
GOODS VEHICLES" HAS ALSO BEEN PUBLISHED. THIS PAMPHLET BRIEFLY
EXPLAINS THE LEGISLATION AND THE METHODS TO PREVENT OVERLOADING.

THE SPOKESMAN SAID A TOTAL OF 100,000 CHINESE AND 7,000
ENGLISH COPIES OF THE CODE OF PRACTICE AND PAMPHLET WERE BEING
DISTRIBUTED FREE TO ALL THE LICENSED GOODS VEHICLE OWNERS, THE
RELATED ASSOCIATIONS, GOVERNMENT BUILDING CONTRACTORS AND OTHER
PARTIES IN THE TRUCKING INDUSTRY.

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ALSO OBTAIN COPIES OF THE PAMPHLET

FROM THE LICFNSING OFFICES OF THE TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT AND THE PUBLIC
ENQUIRY COUNTERS OF THE DISTRICT OFFICES.

/AS PART
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AS PART OF THIS PUBLICITY CAMPAIGN, THE GOVERNMENT AND THE
TRUCKING TINDUSTRY WILL ALSO JOINTLY ORGANISE AN EXHIBITION TO
DEMONSTRATE THE CORRECT AND SAFE METHODS OF LOADING GOODS VEHICLES 1IN
OCTOBER THIS YEAR.

"THE AIM OF THIS EXHIBITION IS TO ATTRACT THE ATTENTION OF ALL
THOSE WHO ARE INVOLVED IN THE TRUCKING INDUSTRY TO THE IMPORTANCE OF
SAFE LOADING AND TO PROMOTE THE USE OF CORRECT LOADING METHODS," THE
SPOKESMAN SAID.

THE TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT IS OPERATING A 24-HOUR HOTLINE 829
656565 TO+RECEIVE COMPLAINTS FROM THE PUBLIC ABOUT OVERLOADING OF GOODS
VEHICLES. THE PUBL1C MAY ALSO LODGE THEIR COMPLAINTS WITH THE POLICE
THROUGH ITS 24-HOUR HOTLINE 527 7177,

KOWLOON KITCHEN OFFERS EMERGENCY RELIEF ARTICLES
* ¥ ¥ X *

THE SOCIAL WELFARE DEPARTMENT’S KOWLOON KITCHEN AT CORNWALL
STREET HAS DISTRIBUTED MORE THAN 13,000 MEALS TO THE LANDSLIDE AND
FLOOD VICTIMS IN THE PAST TWO MONTHS.

THE KITCHEN IS THE TERRITORY’S BASE FOR PROVIDING EMERGENCY
COOKED MEALS AND RELIEF ARTICLES TO VICTIMS OF NATURAL DISASTERS, SUCH
AS TYPHOON, RAINSTORM, LANDSLIDE AND FIRE.

"DURING THE COLLAPSE OF THE RETAINING WALL AT KWUN LUNG LAU
ESTATE AND FLOODING IN PARTS OF THE NEW TERRITORIES IN LATE JULY AND
EARLY AUGUST, THE KITCHEN HAS PROMPTLY SUPPLIED EMERGENCY RELIEF ' KITS
FOR DISTRIBUTION TO THE AFFECTED VICTIMS," THE OFFICER-IN-CHARGE OF
KOWLOON KITCHEN, MR NG YIU-HING, SAID.

"RELIEF ARTICLES, INCLUDING BLANKETS, MATS, TOWELS,
TOOTHBRUSHES AND EATING UTENSILS, WERE DISTRIBUTED TO THE VICTIMS FOR
IMMEDIATE USE," HE SAID. '

THE KITCHEN ALSO PREPARES HOT MEALS FOR THE VICTIMS 1IN
TEMPORARY SHELTERS. THREE MEALS ARE NORMALLY PROVIDED FOR THEM DAILY.

"PREPARING MEALS FOR HUNDREDS AND SOMETIMES THOUSANDS OF
VICTIMS IS NOT AN EASY TASK. CHINESE PANS MEASURING 122 CENTIMETRES
ARE USED FOR COOKING WHICH STARTS AS EARLY AS FOUR O'CLOCK IN THE
MORNING," MR NG SAID.

"OUR KITCHEN STAFF DO TRY TO MEET THE DIFFERENT TASTES AND
REQUIREMENTS OF PEOPLE WITH MENUS RECOMMENDED BY DIETITIANS OF THE
HOSPITAL AUTHORITY. MILK POWDER IS ALSO PROVIDED FOR BABY VICTIMS,
[F NECESSARY."

"IN THE CASE OF THE EKWUN LUNG LAU INCIDENT, THE KITCHEN STAFF

HAVE FLEXIBLY VARIED INGREDIENTS OF THE MEALS AS REQUESTED BY SOME OF
THE VICTIMS," MR NG ADDED.

/THE KITCHEN
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THE KITCHEN ALSO PROVIDES MEALS TO VIETNAMESE MIGRANTS, THE
COSTS OF WHICH ARE MET BY THE UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR
REFUGEES. AT PRESENT MEALS ARE SENT TWICE A DAY TO THE KAI TAK TRANSIT
CENTRE AND NEW HORIZON DEPARTURE CENTRE.

POINTING OUT THAT THE TASTES OF THE VIETNAMESE DIFFERED
GENERALLY FROM THAT OF THE LOCAL PEOPLE, MR NG SAID WHILE LOCAL PEOPLE
PREFERRED LEAN PORK WITH A MILDER TASTE, THEY LIKED FATTY PORK WITH
CHILLI.

"THE KITCHEN CAN SERVE UP TO A MAXIMUM OF 62,000 HOT MEALS A
DAY ON A 16-HOUR BASIS. THE HIGHEST RECORD OF MEALS PROVIDED 1IN ONE
DAY SO FAR WAS 45,151 IN DECEMBER 1989 WHEN THE INFLUX OF VIETNAMESE
REFUGEES REACHED ITS PEAK."

"WITH THE APPROACH OF THE DRY SEASON,THE KITCHEN STAFF WILL BE
ON THE ALERT FOR OFFERING EMERGENCY RELIEF CASE OF FIRE," HE SAID.






