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'HONG KONG SEEKS REMOVAL
OF FRENCH IMPORT RESTRICTIONS
% % % % *

A SPOKESMAN OF THE TRADE INDUSTRY AND CUSTOMS DEPARTMENT
SAID TODAY (TUESDAY) THAT, FOLLOWING THE IMPOSITION BY FRANCE
OF RESTRICTIONS ON IMPORTS OF ELECTRONIC QUARTZ WATCHES IN LATE
OCTOBER THIS YEARX, THE HONG KONG GOVERNMENT HAD REVIEWED THE
RANGE OF FRENCH QUANTITATIVE IMPORT RESTRICTIONS ON HONG KONG AND
DECIDED TO SEEK CONSULTATIONS.

MANY OF THESE QUANTITATIVE RESTRICTIONS HAVE EXISTED FOR MORE
THAN 20 YEARS. DURING THAT PERIOD, TALKS HAVE BEEN HELD ON A
NUMBER OF OCCASIONS TO SEEK TO HAVE THEM REMOVED.

THESE HAD THE EFFECT OF REDUCING THE SCOPE OF SOME OF THE
RESTRICTIONS AND THE LIFTING, IN PRACTICE, OF SOME OTHERS. THE
RESTRICTIONS REMAINED IN EXISTENCE, HOWEVER, AND COULD BE
RE=ACTIVATED BY THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT AT ANY TIME. THIS HAPPENED
IN THE CASE OF ELECTRONIC QUARTZ WATCHES IN OCTOBER 1981,

THE HONG KONG GOVERNMENT HAS DELIVERED A NOTE TO THE EEC
COMMISSION ASKING THE COMMISSION, ON BEHALF OF FRANCE, TO AGREE
TO PROMPT DISCUSSIONS ON THE REMOVAL OF QUANTITATIVE IMPORT
RESTRICTIONS. A SIMILAR NOTE HAS BEEN DELIVERED BY MR PETER TSAO,
WHILE ACTING DIRECTOR OF TRADE INDUSTRY AND CUSTOMS, TO THE
FRENCH TRADE COMMISSIONER.

THE HONG KONG GOVERNMENT CONSIDERS THAT THESE RESTRICTIONS
CONTRAVENE FRANCE'S OBLIGATIONS UNDER THE GENERAL AGREEMENT ON
TARIFFS AND TRADE (GATT).

THE SPOKESMAN EXPLAINED THAT THE GATT PROHIBITS QUANTITATIVE
RESTRICTIONS EXCEPT UNDER CERTAIN SPECIFIC CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH
IN THIS CASE DO NOT APPLY., THE GATT ALSO REQUIRES THAT
QUANTITATIVE RESTRICTIONS APPLY TO ALL SOURCES OF SUPPLY BUT THOSE
IMPOSED BY FRANCE DISCRIMINATE ONLY AGAINST HONG KONG.

THE EXISTING NETWORK OF QUANTITATIVE RESTRICTIONS COVERS A
TOTAL OF NINE PRODUCTS, COMPRISING SOYA SPROUTS, KNITWEAR OTHER
THAN OF COTTON, MAN=MADE FIBRE AND WOOL, CLOTHING OTHER THAN
OF COTTON, MAN=-MADE FIBRE AND WOOL, UHBﬁELLﬁS, WIRELESS RADIO
RECEIVERS, PLEASURE AND SPORT BOATS FOR MARINE USE, COMPOUND
OPTICAL HiCROSCOPES, CERTAIN TOYS, AND ELECTRONIC QUARTZ WATCHES.

HONG KONG EXPORTS OF ELECTRONIC QUARTZ WATCHES TO FRANCE
AMOUNTED TO SOME $237 MILLION LAST YEAR, AND THIS WAS
17 PER CENT OF THE TOTAL VALUE OF HONG KONG DOMESTIC EXPORTS TO
FRANCE IN 1980,
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LEGCO TO DIS&USS*SQUATTER F IRES
®

THE RECENT HIGH INCIDENCE OF SQUATTER FIRES AND THEIR
RELATED PROBLEMS WILL BE A MAJOR TOPIC OF DISCUSSION IN THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TOMORROW (WEDNESDAY).

UNOFF IC1AL MEMBER, THE HON LYDIA DUNN, WILL ASK ABOUT
THE SIZE OF THE SQUATTER POPULATION AND THE PROBLEMS ARISING
FROM THE RECENT SERIOUS FIRES IN SQUATTER AREAS, AND IF ANY
CHANGES ARE BEING CONSIDERED IN PRESENT POLICIE§ AND ARRANGEMENTS.

ANOTHER UNOFF ICIAL MEMBER, DR THE HON HO KAM=FAl, WiLL
ENQUIRE ABOUT MEASURES THE GOVERNMENT IS TAKING TO HELP SQUATTERS

REDUCE FIRE RISKS.

QUEST IONS ON SQUATTER-HUT RACKETEERING WILL ALSO BE RAISED.
THE HON WONG LAM WILL ASK ABOUT PROSECUTION ACTION AGAINST SUCH
RACKETEERS AND WHETHER NEW MEASURES ARE BEING TAKEN AGAINST
SYND ICATED RACKETS.

THE DANGERS ASSOCIATED WITH USING GAS WATER HEATERS WITH
CLOSED WINDOWS WILL ALSO BE RAISED. MISS DUNN WILL ASK WHAT
ACTION THE GOVERNMENT HAS TAKEN TO IMPLEMENT THE PREL IMINARY
RECOMMENDAT IONS OF THE GAS SAFETY CONSULTANTS IN_REGARD TO THE
SAFETY OF GAS WATER HEATERS, AND WHEN THE CONSULTANT’S FINAL
RECOMMENDAT IONS CAN BE EXPECTED.

OTHER QUESTIONS FROM UNOFF ICIAL MEMBERS WILL DEAL WITH
ELDERLY PATIENTS ABANDONED IN GOVERNMENT AND SUBVENTED HOSP ITALS,
THE ABUSE OF MATERNITY BENEF ITS FOR WORKERS, DISCRIMINATION OF
HONG KONG PRODUCTS UNDER JAPAN’S GENERAL ISED SCHEME OF PREFERENCES
THE CASELOAD OF SOCIAL WELFARE DEPARTMENT CASEWORKERS AND PROBAT ION
OFF ICERS, AND HIRE-CAR PERMITS.

THE COUNCIL WILL ALSO CONSIDER THE IMMIGRATION ( AMENDMENT) (NO &)
BILL WHICH SEEKS TO TIGHTEN UP EXISTING LEGISLATION DEALING WITH
ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION. '

TWO UNOFF ICIAL MEMBERS ARE EXPECTED TO SPEAK IN THE RESUMED
DEBATE ON THE LANDLORD AND TENANT (CONSOL IDAT ION) ( AMENDMENT) (NO 2)
BILL WHICH PROVIDES A MECHANISM FOR REGULAT ING THE RELATIONSHIP
BETWEEN LANDLORDS AND TENANTS OF DOMESTIC PREMISES EXCLUDED FROM
THE EXISTING RENT CONTROL LEGISLATION AND THOSE WHICH ARE SCHEDULED

TO BE EXCLUDED IN FUTURE.
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NEW PRIMARY SCHOOL OPENED IN TUEN MUN
* % X% *

SPECIAL SOLUTIONS HAVE HAD TO BE DEVISED FOR TUEN MUN WHERE
THE PRIMARY SCHOOL AGE POPULATION IS 3.7 TIMES MORE THAN THE
AVERAGE, THE SECRETARY FOR CITY AND NEW TERRITORIES ADMINISTRATION,
MR DAVID AKERS-JONES, SAID TODAY (TUESDAY).

MR AKERS=JONES WAS OFFICIALLY OPENING THE TUNG WAH GROUP OF
HOSPITALS TANG SHIU KIN PRIMARY SCHOOL AT ON TING ESTATE.

HE SAID IN THE SHORT TERM ADDITIONAL CLASSROOMS WOULD BE
ADDED TO EXISTING PRIMARY SCHOOLS, AND IN THE LONG TERM MORE PRIMARY
SCHOOLS WOULD BE BUILT IN NEW ESTATES.

+MORE PREMISES WILL HAVE TO BE SET ASIDE FOR KINDERGARTENS
AND NURSERIES,+ MR AKERS=JONES SAID,

+MORE RECREATIONAL FACILITIES FOR YOUNG CHILDREN WILL HAVE
TO BE PROVIDED IN NEW HOUSING ESTATES.+

THESE MATTERS WERE NOW BEING CLOSELY MONITORED BY THE DISTRICT
BOARD AND THE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE.

- +THE OPENING OF THIS PRIMARY SCHOOL IS THEREFORE MOST TIMELY,+
AlD,

+| AM ALSO GLAD TO SEE A LONG=-ESTABLISHED COMMUNITY ORGAN I SATION
= THE TUNG WAH GROUP OF HOSPITALS = STRETCHING OUT TO TUEN MUN T0
JO:% IN THE WORK OF BUILDING THIS GREAT NEW TOWN,+ MR AKERS=JONES
SAID.

+WE ALSO HAVE TO THANK SIR SHIU KIN TANG ONCE MORE FOR HIS
GENEROSITY TO THE PEOPLE OF THE NEW TERRITORIES AND IT IS HIGHLY
SIGNIFICANT THAT WITHIN A FEW DAYS WE WILL OPEN A NEW SPORTS
GROUND IN TUEN MUN AS A FURTHER RESULT OF THAT GENEROSITY.+

SIR SHIU KIN AND LADY TANG WERE PRESENT AT THE CEREMONY. ALSO
PRESENT WERE THE CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE TUNG
WAH GROUP OF HOSPITALS, MR LUI CHE-W00, AND OTHER DIRECTORS OF THE

BOARD.

THE NEW SCHOOL IS THE EIGHTH OPERATED UNDER THE AUSPICES OF
THE TUNG WAH GROUP OF HOSPITALS AND THE SECOND IN THE NEW
TERRITORIES. THERE ARE 48 CLASSES IN 24 CLASSROOMS ON A BI=-SESSIONAL
BASIS, PROVIDING A TOTAL OF 2 160 PRIMARY SCHOOL PLACES. IT ALSO
HAS THREE SPECIAL ROOMS AND A SCHOOL HALL.

THE POPULATION OF TUEN MUN, AT PRESENT 130 000, IS EXPECTED
TO REACH 500 000 BY THE EARLY 1990s.

ON TING ESTATE NOW HAS 5 000 RESIDENTS. IT WILL HOUSE
30 000 PEOPLE WHEN FULLY OCCUPIED BY THE MIDDLE OF NEXT YEAR.

THERE ARE 12 SECONDARY SCHOOLS AND 27 PRIMARY SCHOOLS IN
TUEN MUN.

ok S )
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POINTERS ON SAFETY ;N*ART AND DESIGN LESSONS
* *

GUIDELINES STRESSING THE IMPORTANCE OF SAFETY FOR BOTH TEACHERS
AND PUPILS DURING ART AND DESIGN LESSONS HAVE BEEN ISSUED TO ALL
SECONDARY SCHOOLS.

A SPOKESMAN FOR THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT SAID: +THE INTRODUCTION
OF A NUMBER OF ENRICHED ART AND DESIGN SYLLABUSES IN RECENT YEARS
HAS INCREASED THE VARIETY OF ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN IN ART LESSONS
AND A WIDER RANGE OF TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT IS NOW BEING USED.

+THIS IS A VERY ENCOURAGING TREND BUT IT IS NOW MORE IMPORTANT
FOR. TEACHERS TO REALISE THE NEED FOR EXTRA VIGILANCE TO ENSURE THE
SAFETY OF THEIR PUPILS.+

IT WAS WITH THIS IN MIND THAT THE ART SECTION OF THE
DEPARTMENT'S ADVISORY INSPECTORATE DREW UP THE GUIDELINES FOR
REFERENCE BY ART AND DESIGN TEACHERS.

THE GUIDELINES COVER SUCH AREAS AS FIRST AID FACILITIES, CARE
WITH SHARP TOOLS, FUMES AND DUST, POISONOUS MATERIALS, ACIDS.
FIRE. PREVENTION, USE AND STORAGE OF INFLAMMABLE MATERIALS, AND
ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT.

THE. INFORMATION GIVEN IN THE GUIDELINES SHOULD NOT INHIBIT
THE INITIATIVE OF TEACHERS, THE SPOKESMAN SAID.

’ +IT IS ESSENTIAL, HOWEVER, THAT THEY SHOULD BE AWARE OF THE
RISKS INVOLVED AND THAT THEY SHOULD ENSURE THE SAFETY OF THEIR
PUPILS AS FAR AS POSSIBLE BY CAREFUL ORGANISATION AND CLOSE
ﬁgTENT£OH TO THE CORRECT USE OF MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT,+

AlD.

GOVERNOR TO OPEN PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBITION
x %k * |

THE 36TH HONG KONG INTERNATIONAL SALON OF PHOTOGRAPHY
EXHIBITION WILL BE HELD FROM DECEMBER 12 TO 20 AT THE CITY HALL

EXHIBITION HALL. IT IS JOINTLY PRESENTED BY TH
THE PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY OF HONG KONG. € 'URBAN COUNCIL AND

THE ‘GOVERNOR, SIR_MURRAY MACLEHOSE WILL OFF ICIATE AT PEN
CEREMONY AT THE EXHIBITION HALL ON FRIDAY (DECEMBER 11) ATT;EBg Eﬁ'”s
AND PRESENT THE THREE GOVERNOR’S TROPH IES. 3

YOU ARE INVITED TO COVER THIS EVENT.
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FISHERMEN GET NEW TRAWLERS
* % %

A PAIR OF FISHING TRAWLERS BUILT WITH A $3.06 MILLION LOAN =—
THE LARGEST AMOUNT EVER ISSUED UNDER THE F ISHERIES DEVELOPMENT LOAN
FUND ADMINISTERED BY THE AGRICULTURE AND F ISHER IES DEPARTMENT —
WILL BE LAUNCHED IN A CEREMONY ON FRIDAY (DECEMBER 11) MORNING,

THE TRAWLERS, THE +HO! NGAN+ AND +HO| KAN+, ARE OWNED BY
FISHERMEN MR CHENG FOR-YAU AND MR LEUNG KOON-TA! RESPECTIVELY.

THE +HO| NGAN+ WILL BE LAUNCHED BY THE WIFE OF THE DIRECTOR
OF AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES, MRS J.M, RIDDELL~SWAN= WHILE THE
+HOl KAN+ WILL BE LAUNCHED BY THE WIFE OF THE DIRECTOR OF MARINE,
MRS P.E.J. DAVY.

THE CEREMONY WILL TAKE PLACE IN THE HOP LEE HING AND CHUNG
SHUI LEE SHIPYARDS IN SHAU KE| WAN WHERE THE VESSELS ARE BEING
BUILT.

IN JUNE THIS YEAR, MR CHENG AND MR LEUNG WERE AWARDED THE LOAN
FROM THE F ISHERIES DEVELOPMENT LOAN FUND.

THE FUND WAS ESTABL ISHED IN 1959 AND SINCE THEN 68 LOANS
AMOUNTING TO $15.6 MILLION HAVE BEEN MADE TO F ISHERMEN TO HELP
THEM BUILD NEW VESSELS OR MODIFY EXISTING BOATS.

IT HAS BEEN PLAYING AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN THE DEVELOPMENT AND
MODERNISATION OF THE LOCAL FISHING FLEET.

AN INNOVATION IN THE NEW VESSELS IS A CONTROLLABLE PROPELLER
SYSTEM WHICH ALLOWS THE PROPELLER BLADES TO BE ADJUSTED FOR OPT|MUM
PERFORMANCE. THE SYSTEM IS EXPECTED TO BRING ABOUT INCREASED THRUST
AND SPEED, BUT WILL CUT DOWN ON FUEL CONSUMPTION. THIS FEATURE
IS A +F IRST+ FOR THE LOCAL FLEET.

THE FISHERIES DEVELOPMENT DIVISION OF THE AGRICULTURE AND
FISHERIES DEPARTMENT DESIGNED THE TWO VESSELS.

NOTE TO EDITORS:

MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES ARE INVITED TO COVER THE LAUNCHING OF
THE TWO FISHING TRAWLERS ON FRIDAY (DECEMBER 11).

THE CEREMONY WILL TAKE PLACE FIRST IN THE HOP LEE HING
SHIPYARD ON A KUNG NGAM ROAD, SHAU KEI| WAN NEAR THE F ISH MARKET ING
ORGANISATION SCHOOL. MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES SHOULD ARRIVE AT THE
SHIPYARD BY 10.20 AM,
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SHORT=TERM TENANCY
% % %

TENDERS ARE BEING SOUGHT BY THE CROWN LANDS AND SURVEY OFF ICE
FOR THE SHORT-TERM TENANCY OF A LOT IN SASSOON ROAD, HONG KONG.

THE LOT OF ABOUT 2 150 SQUARE METRES IS FOR THE STORAGE,
DISTRIBUTION AND SALE OF POTTED PLANTS.

THE TENANCY 1S FOR AN INITIAL PERIOD OF ONE YEAR AND THEREAFTER
ON A QUARTERLY BASIS. :

TENDERS WILL CLOSE AT NOON ON DECEMBER 18,

TENDER FORMS AND CONDITIONS MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE CROWN
LANDS AND SURVEY OFF ICE, 19TH FLOOR, MURRAY BUILDING, GARDEN ROAD,
HONG KONG, AND 10TH FLOOR, KOWLOON GOVERNMENT OFF ICES, 405 NATHAN
EOSD+ KOELDON. TENDER PLANS MAY ALSO BE INSPECTED AT THESE -

OCATIONS.

AUCTION OF SPECIAL CAR NUMBERS
* % *

THE TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT WILL HOLD ANOTHER AUCTION OF SPECIAL
CAR REGISTRATION NUMBERS AT 10 AM ON SATURDAY (DECEMBER 12) IN THE
CITY HALL RECITAL HALL.,

THIRTY=F IVE SPECIAL CAR NUMBERS WILL BE OFFERED FOR BIDDING.
THEY ARE:

AZ 1383 CN 6628 CP 328 CP 1973 CP 3033
CP 9965 CP 312 CP 1837 CP 1728 CP 279
CN 8832 CS 555 CP 2828 CL 8 CS 88
CP 980 CR 38 HK 84 CM 33 CN 9998
CN 9088 AF 1000 AH 3333 CT 1 XX 709
CP 329 CP 728 CP 3800 CP 1668 CP 732
CP 1118 CP 982 CN 6338 CP 8613 CP 3187

SUCCESSFUL BIDDERS MUST PAY IN CASH OR BY CHEQUE IMMEDIATELY
AFTER THE BIDDING.

A TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN REMINDED BIDDERS THAT THE
VEHICLE REGISTRATION NUMBER WOULD BE ASSIGNED ONLY TO A VEHICLE
REGISTERED IN THE NAME OF THE SUCCESSFUL BIDDER WITHIN 12 MONTHS
OF THE AUCTION,

PROCEEDS OF THE AUCTION WILL AS USUAL GO TO THE GOVERNMENT
LOTTERIES FUND.

THE AUCTION WILL BE THE 70TH ORGANISED BY THE TRANSPORT
DEPARTMENT SINCE MAY 1973.




TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 1981

-
- | =

NEW OFFICE OPENING
* % %

THE DIRECTOR OF TRADE INDUSTRY AND CUSTOMS DEPARTMENT
MR BILL DORWARD WILL SPEAK AT THE OPENING OF THE NEW OFFICE OF THE
HONG KONG TRADE FACILITATION COUNCIL ON THURSDAY (DECEMBER 10)
AT 5.30 PM AT SUITE 726, OCEAN CENTRE, CANTON ROAD.

YOU ARE INVITED TO COVER THE EVENT. TV AND RADIO STATION
REPRESENTATIVES SHOULD SET UP THEIR EQUIPMENT BEFORE 5.15 PM,

TRAFFIC ARRANGEMENTS IN KWAI CHUNG
* % ¥

NEW TRAFFIC ARRANGEMENTS WILL BE INTRODUCED IN KWAI CHUNG
FROM 10 AM ON THURSDAY (DECEMBER 10) TO IMPROVE LOCAL CIRCULATION,

VEHICLES TRAVELL ING ALONG SHEK PU| STREET, WAI KEK STREET
AND TAl PAK TIN STREET WILL BE BANNED FROM TURNING RIGHT INTO
TAl LOONG STREET, WHICH WILL BE RE-ROUTED TO ONE-WAY CLOCKWISE.

KOWLOON MOTOR BUSES NO.32M, 36B AND 36M WILL BE DIVERTED
VIA WO Y| HOP ROAD ON NORTHBOUND JOURNEYS.

TRAFF IC ARRANGEMENT [N HOI KWONG STREET
* X% %

THE SECTION OF HOI KWONG STREET IN QUARRY BAY BETWEEN TONG
CHONG STREET AND HOI TA| STREET WILL REVERT TO ONE-WAY NORTHBOUND
TRAFF IC FROM 2,30 PM ON THURSDAY (DECEMBER 10) WITH THE COMPLETION
OF RECONSTRUCTION WORK.,






