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FINDINGS OF INTERNATIONAL LANDSLIDE EXPERT TO BE PUBLISHED
¥ ¥ X x x

THE ACTING GOVERNOR, MRS ANSON CHAN, THIS (THURSDAY) AFTERNOON
SAID THE GOVERNMENT WOULD PUBLISH IN FULL THE FINDINGS OF THE
INTERNATIONAL LANDSLIDE EXPERT, DR NORBERT MORGENSTERN, AFTER HIS
REVIEW OF THE INVESTIGATION OF THE KWUN LUNG LAU INCIDENT.

SPEAKING TO REPORTERS ABOUT THE APPOINTMENT OF DR MORGENSTERN
AFTER HER VISIT TO THE AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES DEPARTMENT AND THE
CHEUNG SHA WAN WHOLESALE MARKET, MRS CHAN SAID: "DR MORGENSTERN [S
VERY FAMILIAR WITH HONG KONG CIRCUMSTANCES, HAVING BEEN A MEMBER OF
THE PANEL THAT WAS APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNOR IN 1376 FOLLOWING THE SAU
MUN PING LANDSLIDE.

"WE ARE VERY CONFIDENT THAT WE WILL HAVE THE WORLD'S BEST
EXPERT TO ADVISE US ON THE INVESTIGATION AND IN THE LIGHT OF THAT
INVESTIGATION, WE WILL DECIDE WHAT FURTHER ACTION WE NEED TO TAKE."

ASKED WHETHER THE GOVERNMENT WAS PREPARED TO ACCEPT DR
MORGENSTERN'S RECOMMENDATIONS, MRS CHAN SAID SHE DID NOT ANTICIPATE
THAT THE GOVERNMENT WOULD HAVE DIFFICULTY ACCEPTING THE FINDINGS.

"IF WE DO NOT ACCEPT THE FINDINGS, WE WILL HAVE TO HAVE SOME
VERY GOOD RESONS," SHE ADDED.

IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS ABOUT THE GOVERNMENT'S REACTION
FOLLOWING THE KWUN LUNG LAU LANDSLIP, MRS CHAN SAID ALL GOVERNMENT
DEPARTMENTS INVOLVED HAD REACTED EXTREMELY QUICKLY TO THIS EMERGENCY.

"OUR EMERGENCY SERVICES AND THE FIRE SERVICES WERE ON THE SCENE
WITHIN THREE MINUTES AND WITHIN 20 MINUTES, WE SET UP A COMMAND
POST," SHE SAID.

"WE EVACUATED ABOUT 2,500 PEOPLE REALLY WITHIN A VERY, VERY
SHORT PERIOD OF TIME AND WE HAD SOMETHING ABOUT 300 STAFF ON THE
. GROUND TO COPE WITH THE VARIOUS EMERGENCIES."

MRS CHAN SAID SHE DID NOT THINK THAT THERE WAS ANYTHING, TN
PARTICULAR, TO CRITICISE, INDEED, EVERYTHING TO COMMEND THE STAFF.

"WE'LL SEE WHAT LESSONS CAN BE LEARNT FROM THIS INCIDENT. IN
PARTICULAR, WE NEED TO SEE WHETHER WE CAN PROVIDE CLEARER GUIDANCE TO
EMPLOYEES WHEN WE HOIST THE BLACK RAINSTORM WARNING," SHE SAID, ADDING
THAT THE GOVERNMENT WAS CONDUCTING AN INTERNAL REVIEW ON THIS ISSUE.
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TRANSCRIPT OF THE ACTING GOVERNOR'S MEDIA SESSION
RO EMELE

THE FOLLOWING IS THE TRANSCRIPT OF THE MEDIA SESSION BY THE
ACTLNG GOVERNOR, MRS ANSON CHAN, AFTER HER VISIT TO THE AGRICULTURE
AND FISHERIES DEPARTMENT AND CHEUNG SHA WAN WHOLESALE MARKET THIS
(THURSDAY) AFTERNOON:

MRS CHAN: GOOD AFTERNOON, EVERYONE. VERY HAPPY TO SEE YOU ALL HERE.
BEFORE YOU START ASKING ME QUESTIONS, 1 WANT TO SAY A FEW WORDS ABOUT
OUR INVESTIGATION INTO THE KWUN LUNG LAU INCIDENT. WE ARE CONTINUING
OUR INVESTIGATION AND WE HOPE TO BE IN A POSITION TC PUBLISH A
PRELIMINARY REPORT INTO THE CAUSES OF THE COLLAPSE WITHIN THE NEXT FEW
DAYS. THE SECRETARY FOR WORKS HAS RECENTLY STATED THAT IT IS OUR
INTENTION TO APPOINT AN INTERNATIONAL EXPERT WHO WILL REVIEW ALL
ASPECTS OF OUR INVESTIGATION INTO THIS INCIDENT. I AM VERY HAPPY TO BE
ABLE TO TELL YOU THAT WE HAVE SECURED THE SERVICES OF DR. NORBERT
MORGENSTERN, WHO IS PROFESSOR OF CIVIL ENGINEERING AT THE UNIVERSITY
OF ALBERTA, CANADA. DR MORGENSTERN IS AN INTERNATIONAL EXPERT ON
GEOTECHNICAL MATTERS. HE’S ALSO VERY FAMILIAR WITH HONG KONG
CTRCUMSTANCES, HAVING BEEN A MEMBER OF THE PANEL. THAT WAS APPOINTED BY
THE GOVERNOR IN 1976 FOLLOWING THE SAU MUN PING LANDSLIDE. AND SO WE
ARE VERY CONFIDENT THAT WE WILL HAVE THE WORLD’S BEST EXPERT TO ADVISE
US ON THE INVESTIGATION AND IN THE LIGHT OF THAT INVESTIGATION, WE
WILL DECIDE WHAT FURTHER ACTION WE NEED TO TAKE. 1'D  JUST . WANT TO
EMPHASIS THAT IT IS OUR INTENTION TO GET TO THE BOTTOM OF THIS
PARTICULAR INCIDENT TO DETERMINE WHAT ARE THE CAUSES IN ORDER TO BE
ABLE TO ASSESS WHAT FURTHER ACTION WE NEED TO TAKE. WHEN THE EXPERT'S
REVIEW HAS BEEN COMPLETED, WE WILL, OF COURSE, PURBLISH IN FULL HIS
REPORT.

QUESTION: DID THE EXPERT CO-OPERATE WITH THE CONSULTANCY FIRM OF THE
HOUSING SOCIETY IN THE PAST?

MRS CHAN: OF COURSE, TO THE EXTENT THAT WE’VE NOW SECURED THE SERVICES :
OF DR MORGENSTERN, WE HAD TO MAKE SURE THAT TH ERE 1S NO CONFLICH OF
INTERESTS AND WE'RE SATISFIED ON THAT ACCOUNT.

QUESTION: HOW CAN YOU GUARANTEE THAT HONG KONG PREVENT THE SAME
THING FROM HAPPENING AGAIN?

/MRS CHAN
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MRS CHAN: I'VE ALREADY SAID THAT THE FIRST THING IS TO ESTABLISH THE
FACTS. WE’VE GOT TO ESTABLISH WHAT CAUSED THE COLLAPSE. WE CAN THEN
DETERMINE WHAT FURTHER ACTION THE GOVERNMENT NEEDS TO TAKE. I WANT
ALSO TO MAKE A POINT ABOUT THE GOVERNMENT’'S REACTION FOLLOWING THE
COLLAPSE OF THE SLOPE AT KWUN LUNG LAU. I WANT TO POINT OUT THAT ALL
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS, IN FACT, REACTED EXTREMELY QUICKLY TO THIS
EMERGENCY. OUR EMERGENCY SERVICES AND THE FIRE SERVICES WERE ON THE
SCENE WITHIN THREE MINUTES AND WITHIN TWENTY MINUTES, WE S8SET UP A
COMMAND POST. WE EVACUATED ABOUT 2 500 PEOPLE REALLY WITHIN A VERY,
VERY SHORT PERIOD OF TIME AND WE HAD SOMETHING ABOUT 300 STAFF ON THE
GROUND TO COPE WITH THE VARIOUS EMERGENCIES. SO, I THINK THAT WE NEED
TO BEAR THIS IN MIND BECAUSE 1 UNDERSTAND THAT THERE HAS BEEN SOME
CRITICISM ABOUT THE GOVERNMENT'S REACTION. ON THE STRAIGHT REACTION
SIDE, I DON’T THINK THAT THERE IS ANYTHING, IN PARTICULAR, TO
CRITICISE, INDEED, EVERYTHING TO COMMEND THE STAFF. BUT, OF COURSE,
EVERY TIME AN INCIDENT LIKE THIS HAPPENS, THERE IS ALWAYS SOMETHING TO
BE LEARNT. I'VE ALREADY MADE IT QUITE CLEAR ON PREVIOUS OCCASIONS
THAT WE’'LL SEE WHAT LESSONS CAN BE LEARNT FROM THIS 1INCIDENT. IN
PARTICULAR, WE NEED TO SEE WHETHER WE CAN PROVIDE CLEARER GUIDANCE TO
EMPLOYEES WHEN WE HOIST THE BLACK RAINSTORM WARNING. BUT WE WILL BE
CONDUCTING THIS INTERNAL REVIEW. INDEED, WE ARE CONDUCTING THIS
INTERNAL REVIEW AT THE MOMENT.

QUESTION: ARE YOU PREPARED TO ACCEPT DR MORGENSTERN’S FINDINGS EVEN IF
IT IS CRITICAL OF THE GOVERNMENT?

MRS CHAN: OF COURSE, I’'VE SAID THAT WE WILL PUBLISH 1IN FULL THE
FINDINGS TO THE EXTENT THAT DR MORGENSTERN 1S AN EXPERT. OF COURSE, IF
WE DO NOT ACCEPT THE FINDINGS, WE WILL HAVE TO HAVE SOME VERY GOOD
REASONS. I DO NOT ANTICIPATE THAT WE WILL HAVE DIFFICULTY ACCEPTING
THE FINDINGS AND IN THE LIGHT OF THOSE FINDINGS, WE CAN THEN DETERMINE
WHAT FURTHER ACTION THE GOVERNMENT NEEDS TO TAKE.

QUESTION: SHOULD THERE BE ANY HUMAN ... SUGGESTED BY DR MORGENSTERN.
WILL YOU FIND THE ONE RESPONSIBLE FOR THEM?

MRS CHAN: I THINK WE WILL WAIT FOR THE INVESTIGATION TO BE COMPLETED
FIRST AND THEN, 1 PROMISE YOU, WE WILL FOLLOW UP THE FINDINGS OF THE
INVESTIGATION VERY CONSCIENTIOUSLY.

BT Cok 1~ L ™ A B

ACTING GOVERNOR VISITS AFD
. EE %

THE ACTING GOVERNOR, MRS ANSON CHAN, VISITED THE AGRICULTURE
AND FISHERIES DEPARTMENT (AFD) AND ONE OF LTS MODERN WHOLESALE FOOD
MARKETS THIS (THURSDAY) AFTERNOON.

AT THE A\FD'S HEADQUARTERS, MRS UHAN WAS BRIEFED ON THE
DEPARTMENT'S WORK BY THE DIRECTOR, DR LAWRENCE LEE, AND OTHER
DIRECTORATE AND SENIOR OFFICERS.

MRS CHAN WAS UPDATED, AMONG OTHER THINGS, ON THE ACCREDITED

FARM SCHEME, ARTIFICIAL REEF DEPLOYMENT, MARINE PARKS AND RESERVES AS
WELL AS CONSERVATION WORK BEING PURSUED BY THE DEPARTMENT,

/DURING HER
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DURING HER TOUR OF THE FAUNA CONSERVATION SECTION, THE ACTING
GOVERNOR SHOWED MUCH INTEREST IN THE DEPARTMENT'S ENFORCEMENT AND
EDUCATIONAL WORK IN RELATION TO THE CONVENTION IN INTERNATIONAL TRADE
IN ENDANGERED SPECIES OF WILD FAUNA AND FLORA (CITES). SHE ALSO
INSPECTED SAMPLES OF SEIZED ENDANGERED ITEMS.

FOLLOWING HER VISIT TO THE AFD HEADQUARTERS, MRS CHAN PROCEEDED
TO THE CHEUNG SHA WAN WHOLESALE FOOD MARKET PHASE [, WHERE SHE
INSPECTED NEW AND MODERN FACILITIES IN ONE OF THE REGION'S BEST
EQUIPPED WHOLESALE MARKETS.

MRS CHAN WAS ALSO BRIEFED ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF PH»}SE [I OF THE
MARKET WHICH WAS EXPECTED TO BE COMPLETED SOMETIME IN 1887,

THE NEW MARKET WOULD REPROVISION TWO OLD AND D I_E;Alf']U.-'-\'l'ElJ
WHOLESALE MARKETS - THE YAU MA TEI FRUIT MARKET AND THE CHEUNG SHA WAN
TEMPORARY POULTRY MARKET.
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INTERNATIONAL LANDSLIDE EXPERT APPOINTED
¥ X X k x

THE ACTING GOVERNOR, MRS ANSON CHAN, ANNOUNCED TODAY (THURSDAY)
THAT PROFESSOR NORBERT MORGENSTERN OF THE UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA,
CANADA HAS ACCEPTED APPOINTMENT AS THE INTERNATIONAL EXPERT FOR THE
INVESTIGATION OF THE KWUN LUNG LAU LANDSLIP.

PROFESSOR MORGENSTERN WILL BE REVIEWING THE INVESTIGATION OF
THE KWUN LUNG LAU LANDSLIP BEING UNDERTAKEN BY THE GEOTECHNICAL
ENGINEERING OFFICE AND REPORTING INDEPENDENTLY TO THE GOVERNMENT. HE
IS EXPECTED TO ARRIVE IN HONG KONG WITHIN THE NEXT TWO WEEKS.

PROFESSOR MORGENSTERN IS PROFESSOR OF CIVIL ENGINEERING AT THE
UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA AND THE IMMEDIATE-PAST PRESIDENT OF THE
INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR SOIL. MECHANICS AND FOUNDATION ENGINEERING.

PROFESSOR MORGENSTERN IS A DISTINGUISHED ENGINEER WHO HAS
ACTED AS AN EAPERT CONSULTANT ON LANDSLIDES TO GOVERNMENTS AND
PRIVATE SECTOR BODIES THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. HE HAS BEEN HONOURED IN
CANADA BY THE AWARD OF DEGREES OF D.ENG (H.C.) UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO -
AND D.SC{H.C.) QUEEN'S UNIVERSITY.

HE IS A FELLOW OF THE ROYAL SOCIETY OF CANADA AND OF THE
CANADIAN ACADEMY OF ENGINEERING. HE WAS AWARDED THE ALBERTA ORDER OF
EXCELLENCE IN 1991.

PROFESSOR MORGENSTERN WAS A MEMBER OF THE INDEPENDENT REVIEW
PANEL ON FILL SLOPES APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNOR IN 1976 IN THE WAKE OF
THE SAU MAU PING LANDSLIDE.

THE ACTING DIRECTOR OF CIVIL ENGINEERING, DR ANDREW MALONE,
HAS CONFIRMED THAT BOTH HE AND PROFESSOR MORGENSTERN ARE SATISFIED
THAT NO CONFLICT OF [INTEREST WILL ARISE FROM HIS APPOINTMENT y
RELATING TO THE INVESTIGATION AND HIS PRIOR CONTRACTS WITH WORK IN
HONG KONG.

PROFESSOR MORGENSTERN UNDERSTANDS AND WILL BE ABLE TO MEET THE
NEED FOR URGENCY IN COMPLETING THE INVESTIGATION.
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PROPOSALS FOR PROTECTION OF PERSONAL DATA
*: ¥ X x X

THE LAW REFORM COMMISSION HAS PROPOSED THAT THE COLLECTION AND
USE OF I[NFORMATION ABOUT INDIVIDUALS BE LEGALLY CONTROLLED.

THE COMMISSION'S RECOMMENDATIONS ADDRESS CONCERN OVER THE
INCREASING EXTENT TO WHICH PERSONAL INFORMATION 1S RECORDED AND PASSED
ON.

THERE 1S A WORLDWIDE TREND TO INTRODUCE LEGISLATIVE PROTECTION
IN THIS AREA. THE COMMISSION’S RECOMMENDATTONS AR BASED ON THE
INTERNATIONALLY RECOGNISED DATA PROTECTION PRINCIPLES.

THE RECOMMENDATIONS, WHICH ARE CONTAINED IN A REPORT PUBLISHED
TODAY (THURSDAY), INCLUDE:

¥ THE COMMISSION RECOMMENDS THE APPOINTMENT OF A PRIVACY
COMMISSIONER TO OVERSEF THE PROPOSED SCHEME OF DATA
PROTECTION. FUNDING WOULD BE PROVIDED BY AN ADDITIONAL
LEVY OF NOT MORE THAN $100 ON THOSE SEEKING BUSINESS
REGISTRATION.

THERE SHOULD BE LEGAL REGULATION OF ALL DATA RELATING TO
THE INDIVIDUAL, WHETHER FACTUAIL OR JUDGMENTAL, TRUI OHR
FALSE, AND REGARDLESS OF HOW THEY ARE STORED. BOTH
AUTOMATED AND NON-AUTOMATED DATA WILL BE COVERED, PROVIDED
THAT THE DATA ARE REASONABLY READILY RETRIEVABLE.

ALL PERSONAI DATA, REGARDLESS i 'HE LEVEL OF

Vi
RETRIEVABILITY, MUST BE PROTECTED BYX REASONABLE SECURITY
SAFEGUARDS .,

AN INDIVIDUAL SHOULD HAVE THE RIGHT TO OBTAIN COPIES OF,
AND CORRECT, PERSONAL DATA ABOUT HIM. [N DOING SO, HE WILL
BE HELPED BY THE WRITTEN DECLARATION OF DATA PURPOSES WHICH
ALL DATA HOLDERS WILL HAVE TO LODGE WITH THE PRIVACY
COMMISS IONER. IN CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES WHEN THE INDIVIDUAL
HAS SUFFERED DAMAGE HE MAY BE ENTITLED TO COMPENSATION

ONLY PERSONAL DATA THAT ARE NECESSARY FOR, OR DIRECTLY
RELATED TO, THE FUNCTIONS OF THE DATA COLLECTOR SHOULD BE
OBTAINED FROM THE INDIVIDUAL OR A THIRD PARTY. TO ENSURE
THAT THE COLLECTION PROCESS 18 FAIR, THE NDIVIDUAIL: SHOULD
BE INFORMED AT THE TIME HE PROVIDES THE DATA OF THE USE TO
BE MADE OF THE DATA AND THE CLASSES OF PERSONS TO WHOM THE
DATA WILL BE DISCLOSED.

PERSONAL DATA SHOULD NOT BE L'SED OR DISCLOSED BY
ORGANISATIONS FOR PURPOSES OTHER THAN THOSE SPECIFIED,
EXCEPT WITH THE INDIVIDUAL'S CONSENT OR WHERE A STATUTORY

EXCEPTION 1S STIPULATED.
IEFORE AN ADVERSE DECISION IS MADE ON THE BASIS OF DATA
IELATING TO AN INDIVIDUAL, HE MUST BE GIVEN THE OPPORTUNITY

'O CORRECT THE DATA, EXCEPT WHERE THE PROSPECTILVE DECLISLON
RELATES TO A CONTRACT.

/*THE PRIVACY
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THE PRIVACY COMMISSIONER'S APPROVAL SHOULD BE REQUIRED FOR
INVESTIGATIVE DATA MATCHING PROGRAMMES INVOLVING THE
COMPARISON OF DATA TO IDENTIFY DISCREPANCIES WITH A VIEW TO
TAKING ADVERSE FOLLOW-UP ACTION,.

PERSONAL DATA USED FOR CERTAIN PURPOSES SHOULD BE EXEMPT
FROM SOME OR ALL OF THESE REQUIREMENTS. THE ONLY TOTAL
EXEMPTION RECOMMENDED IS FOR PERSONAL DATA USED BY AN
INDIVIDUAL SOLELY FOR PERSONAL OR DOMESTIC FURPOSES .
PARTIAL EXEMPTIONS ARE RECOMMENDED FOR DATA PURPOSES SUCH
AS THE DETECTION OF CRIME AND PUBLIC SAFETY,

THE COMMISSION'S REPORT IS THE RESULT OF OVER FOUR YEARS' WORK
BY THE COMMISSION AND A SUB-COMMITTEE CHAIRED BY MR JUSTICE MORTIMER,

THE SUB-COMMITTEE PUBLISHED INITIAL PROPOSALS FOR CONSULTATION
IN MARCH 1993.

THE COMMISSION'S REPORT FOLLOWS DETAILED CONSIDERATION OF THE
COMMENTS MADE TO THE SUB-COMMITTEE.

COMMENTS WERE RECEIVED FROM A WIDE RANGE OF ORGANISATIONS,
INCLUDING GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS, BUSINESS CORPORATIONS, PROFESSIONAL
ORGANISATIONS AND COMMUNITY GROUPS. INTERNATIONAL EXPERTS ALSO
CONTRIBUTED.

ONLY TWO OUT OF OVER 80 SUBMISSIONS OPPOSED A LAW REGULATING
PERSONAL DATA.

A PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY CONDUCTED LAST YEAR ON BEHALF OF THE
COMMISSION BY HONG KONG UNIVERSITY FOUND THERE WAS GENERAL SUPPORT FOR
PROTECTION OF PERSONAL DATA.

THE COMMISSION'’S REPORT EMPHASISES THE INCREASING EXTENT OF
PERSONAL DATA USE.

MR JUSTICE MORTIMER POINTED OUT THAT A STUDY IN SWEDEN IN 1986
ESTIMATED THAT EACH INDIVIDUAL WAS INCLUDED IN BETWEEN 60 AND 300
PERSONAL REGISTERS.

DECISIONS ARE MADE ON THE BASIS OF TH1S RECORDED [NFORMATION
AND THOSE DECISIONS MAY ADVERSELY AFFECT THE INDIVIDUAL, SUCH AS
REFUSAL OF A LOAN OR EVEN UNJUSTIFIED CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION.

THE REPORT SAYS THAT OVERSEAS STUDIES INDICATED THAT MANY OF
THE RECORDS OF PERSONAL DATA WERE INACCURATE.

THE CRIMINAL HISTORY RECORDS OF ONE STATE IN THE U.S. WERE
FOUND TO BE ACCURATE AND COMPLETE IN ONLY 20 PER CENT OF CASES.

THE COMMISSION’S REPORT ALSO EXPRESSES CONCERN AT MISUSE OF
DATA, AND POINTS OUT THAT AN AUSTRALIAN INVESTIGATION REVEALED THE
ILLICIT SALE OF COMMERCIALLY VALUABLE CONFIDENTIAL PERSONAL DATA ON A
MASSIVE SCALE.

THE COMMISSION ARGUES THAT THERE IS NO REASON TO SUPPOSE THAT

THOSE PROBLEMS DO NOT EXIST IN HONG KONG AS THEY WOULD BE COMMON TO
ALL COUNTRIES WITH ADVANCED COMPUTER AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS SYSTEMS.

/TO COUNTER
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TO COUNTER THESE PROBLEMS, INTERNATIONAL AGENCIES SUCH AS THE
ORGANISATION FOR ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION AND DEVELOPMENT AND THE
EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES COMMISSION HAVE FORMULATED A SET OF STANDARDS TO
PROTECT PERSONAL DATA.

IN ESSENCE, THESE STANDARDS AMOUNT TO A CODE OF FAIR
INFORMATION PRACTICES INTENDED TO ENSURE THAT THE RIGHT INFORMATION IS
PROVIDED TO THE RIGHT PERSON FOR THE RIGHT PURPOSES.

ALREADY 27 JURISDICTIONS HAVE ENACTED LEGISLATION TO LEGALLY
ENFORCE THESE STANDARDS.

THE COMMISSION HAS RECOMMENDED THAT HONG KONG JOINS THEIR RANKS
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE IN ORDER TO PROVIDE INDIVIDUALS WITH ADEQUATE
LEGAL PROTECTION IN RELATION TO COLLECTION AND USE OF DATA ABOUT THEM,
AND TO ENSURE THAT HONG KONG IS NOT SHUT OUT OF THE INTERNATIONAL
EXCHANGE OF PERSONAL DATA.

THE COMMISSION SAYS THAT EXISTING LEGAL CONTROLS ARE LIMITED.

THE HONG KONG BILL OF RIGHTS ORDINANCE PROVIDES SOME PROTECTION
AGAINST PUBLIC SECTOR INFRINGEMENTS AND SOME ORDINANCES CONTAIN
SECRECY PROVISIONS.

SOME PROTECTION IS ALSO PROVIDED BY THE COMMON LAW DUTY OF
CONFIDENCE, BUT THERE IS AT PRESENT NO COMPREHENSIVE LEGAL PROTECTION.

IT IS EXPECTED THAT FROM 1996 THE EUROPEAN UNION WILL REQUIRE
ITS MEMBER STATES TO CONTROL THE TRANSFER OF PERSONAL DATA TO
COUNTRIES LACKING ADEQUATE LEGAL PROTECTION ON ITS USE.

THE COMMISSION ARGUES THAT IF HONG KONG DOES NOT INTRODUCE THE
NECESSARY LEGISLATION, THE TERRITORY’S STATUS AS AN INTERNATIONAL
TRADING CENTRE COULD BE AFFECTED.

THE COMMISSION'S REPORT WILL BE PASSED TO THE SECRETARY FOR
HOME AFFAIRS FOR CONSIDERATION WITH A VIEW TO IMPLEMENTATION,

i ekt ) R

GOVT WELCOMES LRC REPORT ON DATA PROTECTION
¥ ¥ £ ¥ X

A GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN TODAY (THURSDAY ) WELCOMED THE
PUBLICATION OF THE LAW REFORM COMMISSION'S REPORT ON THE PROTECTION
OF PERSONAL DATA.

THE SPOKESMAN SAID THE GOVERNMENT WOULD EXAMINE THE REPORT
CAREFULLY OVER THE NEXT COUPLE OF MONTHS BEFORE DECIDING ON THE BEST
WAY FORWARD FOR DATA PROTECTION LEGISLATION IN HONG KONG.

HE PAID TRIBUTE TO THE LAW REFORM COMMISSION FOR ITS DILIGENCE
AND THOROUGHNESS IN PRODUCING A SUBSTANTIAL AND DETAILED REPORT THAT
1S FIRMLY BASED ON AN EXTENSIVE PUBLIC CONSULTATION EXERCISE.
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COMPANIES URGED TO APPLY FOR RESEARCH FUNDS
g o Bl B

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF INDUSTRY MR RAYMOND YOUNG TODAY
(THURSDAY ) URGED COMPANIES WITH BRIGHT IDEAS FOR APPLIED RESEARCH AND
DEVELOPMENT (R AND D) TO LOSE NO TIME TO APPLY FOR FUNDING SUPPORT
UNDER THE APPLIED R AND D SCHEME.

SPEAKING AT THE LUNCHEON MEETING OF THE ROTARY CLUB OF
KINGSPARK, MR YOUNG .SAID THE SCHEME, SET UP BY THE GOVERNMENT IN 1993,
WAS AIMED TO INCREASE THE LIMITED VOLUME OF APPLIED R AND D ACTIVITY
[N HONG KONG.

"THE ULTIMATE GOAL IS TO IMPROVE THE TECHNOLOGICAL CAPABILITY
AND HENCE THE COMPETITIVENESS OF LOCAL INDUSTRY, THEREBY HELPING TO
SUSTAIN HONG KONG'S ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT," HE SAID.

HE NOTED THAT SO FAR 28 APPLICATIONS HAD BEEN RECEIVED BY THE
HONG KONG APPLIED R ANP D COMPANY LIMITED WHICH ADMINISTERED THE $200
MILLION SCHEME.,

THE NATURE OF THE APPLICATIONS RANGES FROM ELECTRONICS,
MACHINERY, TELECOMMUNICATIONS, SOFTWARE DEVELOPMENT TO INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY, BIOTECHNOLOGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL PRODUCTS.

"THREE PROJECTS HAVE ALREADY BEEN APPROVED. THEY ARE THE
DEVELOPMENT OF AN X-CAD COMPUTER AIDED DESIGN SOFTWARE PACKAGE, AN
ENVIRONMENTAL FRIENDLY AND DEGRADABLE PACKAGING MATERIAL (CL-P) AND
SPREAD SPECTRUM INTEGRATED CIRCUITS FOR LONG RANGE CORDLESS PHONES.,

“OF THESE, THE X-CAD PROJECT HAS SUCCESSFULLY DEVELOPED ITS
FIRST VERSION, WHICH WAS LAUNCHED IN THE UNITED STATES IN JUNE THIS
YEAR," MR YOUNG SAID.

HE SAID FOUR OTHER PROJECTS WERE 1IN THE FINAL STAGE OF
NEGOTIATIONS AND THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR FUNDING SUPPORT WERE
EXPECTED TO BE FINALISED IN THE NEXT TWO TO THREE MONTHS.

THESE PROJECTS INCLUDE THE DEVELOPMENT OF A SECURITY SYSTEM, A
SOFTWARE ON ENVIRONMENTAL RISK ASSESSMENT, AN EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM USING
CD-ROM AND MULTI-MEDIA TEACHING AND AN AUTOMATED TESTING EQUIPMENT
FOR ELECTRONICS PRODUCTS.

MR YOUNG POINTED OUT THAT ALL COMPANIES INCORFPORATED UNDER THE
COMPANIES ORDINANCE OR STATUTORY BODIES SET UP UNDER THE LAWS OF HONG
KONG WHICH UNDERTOOK RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT LOCALLY WERE ELIGIBLE
FOR THE SCHEME.

FROJECT PROPOSALS SUBMITTED BY THE COMPANIES WOULD BE ASSESSED
IN TERMS OF THEIR TECHNOLOGICAL MERIT AND POTENTIAL FOR COMMERCIAL
EXPLOITATION, HE SAID.

APPROVED RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS MIGHT BE FUNDED UP

TO HALF OF THE PROJECT COSTS IN THE FORM OF EQUITY PARTICIPATION OR
LOAN PROVISION, HE ADDED.

APPLICATION FORMS FOR THE SCHEME CAN BE OBTAINED FROM THE HONG
KONG APPLIED R AND D FUND COMPANY LIMITED AT ROOM 1445, 14TH FLOOR,
OCEAN CENTRE, 5 CANTON ROAD, TSIM SHA TSUI, KOWLOON.

COMPLETED FORMS CAN BE RETURNED BY POST OR BY HAND TO THE
COMPANY. ENQUIRIES CAN BE MADE ON TEL 737 2206,
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PRELIMINARY INQUIRY INTO COLLISION BETWEEN
CATAMARAN AND SAMPAN
¥ ¥ X X X

THE DIRECTOR OF :MARINE, MR IAN DALE, HAS ORDERED A PRELIMINARY
INQUIRY INTO THE CIRCUMSTANCES ATTENDING THE COLLISION BETWEEN A HONG
KONG REGISTERED PASSENGER CATAMARAN, "HKF I[1", AND A SAMPAN OFF MACAU
LAST SUNDAY (JULY 31) NIGHT, A GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN SAID TODAY
( THURSDAY) .

BASED ON THE FINDINGS OF THE INITIAL INVESTIGATION INTO THE
COLLISION CARRIED OUT OVER THE PAST FEW DAYS, THE DIRECTOR OF MARINE
APPOINTED MASTER MARINER, MR ADRIAN CHAN FOOK-CHIU, TO CONDUCT A
PRELIMINARY INQUIRY IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 51(1) OF THE MERCHANT
SHIPPING ORDINANCE, THE SPOKESMAN SAID.

THE COLLISION OCCURRED SHORTLY. BEFORE 8.15 PM ON JULY 31 NEAR
MACAU TAIPA BRIDGE, MACAU. IT WAS REPORTED THAT THREE MEN ON BOARD
THE SAMPAN WERE MISSING AFTER THE COLLISION.

Badrt T NN IR W

531 NOMINATIONS RECEIVED
¥ ¥ ¥ Xx X

THE REGISTRATION AND ELECTORAL OFFICE HAS RECEIVED 17 MORE
NOMINATIONS OF CANDIDATES TODAY (THURSDAY) FOR THE SEPTEMBER DISTRICT
BOARD ELECTIONS. ;

THE TOTAL NUMBER OF NOMINATIONS RECEIVED SINCE THE STARTING OF #
THE NOMINATION ON AUGUST 1 (MONDAY) WAS 531.

THE BREAKDOWN OF NOMINATIONS BY DISTRICT IS AS FOLLOWS:

DISTRICT NOMINATIONS RECEIVED

CENTRAL AND WESTERN 24
WAN CHAI 15
EASTERN 49
SOUTHERN 25
YAU TSIM MONG 35
SHAM SHUI PO 217
KOWLOON CITY 34
WONG TAI SIN 29
KWUN TONG 56
TSUEN WAN : 15
TUEN MUN 41
YUEN LONG 25
NORTH 156
TAI PO 29
SAI KUNG 21
SHA TIN 48
KWAI TSING 38
ISLANDS 5

OO e D O (D e e e e (O
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TOTAL 631 (17)

() - NUMBER OF NOMINATIONS RECEIVED TODAY.
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39 REO COMPUTER DISCS INFECTED BY VIRUS
* ¥ % X X

IN RESPONSE TO PRESS ENQUIRIES, A SPOKESMAN FOR THE
REGISTRATION AND ELECTORAL OFFICE SAID TONIGHT (THURSDAY) THAT SO FAR
39 COMPUTER DISCS OF REGISTER OF ELECTORS DISTRIBUTED TO CANDIDATES
OF THE SEPTEMBER DISTRICT BOARD ELECTIONS WERE FOUND TO HAVE BEEN
INFECTED BY COMPUTER VIRUS - GENB.

THE SPOKESMAN SAID IMMEDIATE REMEDIAL ACTIONS HAVE BEEN TAKEN
TO ALERT CANDIDATES AND TO ARRANGE FOR SCANNING AND REPLACEMENT OF

THE COMPUTER DISCS.

SITE INSPECTIONS WILL ALSO BE MADE WHERE NECESSARY.

HE SAID APART FROM THE SOFT COPIES, EACH CANDIDATE HAS ALSO
RECEIVED A HARD COPY OF THE RELEVANT EXTRACT OF THE FINAL REGISTER OF
ELECTORS BASED ON WHICH HE CAN MAKE PREPARATORY ARRANGEMENTS FOR HIS

ELECTIONEERING ACTIVITIES.

G O e e

GRADING OF BEACH WATER QUALITY
¥ X ¥ % X

THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION DEPARTMENT TODAY { THURSDAY )
ANNOUNCED GRADES ON THE BACTERIOLOGICAL WATER QUALITY OF ALL BATHING
BEACHES IN HONG KONG.

THE PURPOSE OF THE GRADING SYSTEM IS TO INFORM SWIMMERS AND THE
GENERAL PUBLIC ABOUT THE STATE OF BACTERIOLOGICAL POLLUTION AT VARIOUS
BEACHES.

A SPOKESMAN FOR THE DEPARTMENT SAID THE GRADING WOULD BE
ANNOUNCED BI-WEEKLY DURING THE BATHING SEASON TO COINCIDE WITH THE
FREQUENCY AT WHICH BEACH WATERS WERE USUALLY SAMPLED .

THE GRADING IS BASED ON THE MOST RECENT E COLI DATA OBTAINED BY
THE DEPARTMENT IN ITS ROUTINE MONITORING PROGRAMME.

AS WITH LAST YEAR, THE GRADING ALSO INCLUDES AN ESTIMATE OF THE
RISK OF SUFFERING SOME MINOR SKIN OR GASTROINTESTINAL COMPLAINTS AS A
RESULT OF SWIMMING AT A BEACH WHICH HAS SOME DEGREE OF POLLUTION.

THE ESTIMATE IS BASED ON A VERY LARGE BODY OF STATISTICAL
INFORMATION GATHERED IN HONG KONG IN RECENT BATHING SEASONS.

THE GRADING OF SOME BEACHES MAY VARY DURING THE SUMMER. THIS
REPRESENTS A NATURAL FLUCTUATION IN THE BACTERIOLOGICAL QUALITY OF
BATHING WATERS IN MOST CASES, AS RAIN AND TIDES BRING MORE OR LESS
POLLUTION TO THE BEACHES.

HOWEVER, THE GRADES GIVE A GOOD GENERAL PICTURE OF THE WATER
QUALITY AT BATHING BEACHES AT THE TIME OF REPORTING AND FORM THE BEST
AVAILABLE FORECAST FOR THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE.

BEACHES WITH HIGHLY DEVELOPED HINTERLANDS ARE LIKELY TO BE
MORE POLLUTED THAN THE GRADES SUGGEST DURING AND AFTER HEAVY RAIN.

/"BATHERS SHOULD .
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"BATHERS SHOULD AVOID SUCH BEACHES FOR TWO OR THREE DAYS AFTER
A STORM, . LONGER IF THE WEATHER REMAINS OVERCAST OR LESS IF THERE IS
STRONG SUNSHINE," THE SPOKESMAN SAID.

THE SYSTEM FOR GRADING BEACH WATER QUALITY IS AS FOLLOWS:

¥* GRADE "1" INDICATES THAT THE WATER QUALITY IS GOOD. THE E
COLI COUNT IS NO MORE THAN 24 PER 100 MILLILITRES AT EACH
BEACH SO GRADED, AND THE EXPECTED RISK OF MINOR ILLNESS TO
SWIMMERS IS UNDETECTABLE.

GRADE "2" INDICATES THAT THE WATER QUALITY IS FAIR. THE E
COLI COUNT IS NO MORE THAN 180 PER 100 MILLILITRES AT EACH
BEACH SO GRADED, AND THE EXPECTED HEALTH RISK IS NO MORE
THAN 10 CASES OF MINOR ILLNESS PER 1,000 SWIMMERS.

GRADE "3" INDICATES THAT THE WATER QUALITY 1S POOR. THE E
COLI COUNT IS NO MORE THAN 610 PER 100 MILLILITRES AT EACH
BEACH SO GRADED, AND THE EXPECTED HEALTH RISK IS NO MORE
THAN 15 CASES OF MINOR ILLNESS PER 1,000 SWIMMERS.

GRADE "4" INDICATES THAT THE WATER QUALITY 18 VERY POOR.
THE E COLI COUNT IS MORE THAN 610 PER 100 MILLILITRES AT
EACH BEACH SO GRADED, AND THE EXPECTED HEALTH RISK IS MORE
THAN 15 CASES OF MINOR ILLNESS PER 1,000 SWIMMERS.

THE DECISION ON WHETHER OR NOT TO CLOSE A BEACH TO SWIMMERS IS
BASED ON A JUDGMENT OF WHAT DEGREE OF POLLUTION IS ACCEPTABLE.

NORMALLY, THE CLOSURE OF A BEACH WOULD ONLY BE CONSIDERED BY
THE URBAN OR REGIONAL COUNCILS IF A GRADE "4" OCCURRED REPEATEDLY, SO
THAT THE AVERAGE HEALTH RISK OVER THE BATHING SEASON EXCEEDED 15 CASES
PER 1,000 SWIMMERS.

AT PRESENT, FOUR GAZETTED BEACHES - NAMELY ANGLERS’, CASTLE
PEAK, OLD CAFETERIA, AND ROCKY BAY, ARE CLOSED TO SWIMMERS. THE
DECISION TO CLOSE THE BEACHES HAS BEEN MADE BY THE REGIONAL AND URBAN
COUNCILS ON THE BASIS OF RECENT BEACH WATER QUALITY MONITORING DATA.

THE PUBLIC ARE ADVISED NOT TO SWIM AT THESE BEACHES. THEY ARE
IDENTIFIED BY AN "X" IN THE FOLLOWING LIST.

THE GRADES OF THE BACTERIOLOGICAL WATER QUALITY OF VARIOUS
BEACHES IN HONG KONG TODAY ARE LISTED BELOW:




PREVIOUS
BEACH GRADING

HONG KONG SOUTH

BIG WAVE BAY
CHUNG HOM KOK
DEEP WATER BAY
HAIRPIN
MIDDLE BAY
REPULSE BAY
SHEK O

SOUTH BAY

ST. STEPHEN'S
TURTLE - COVE
STANLEY MAIN
ROCKY BAY

TO TEI WAN¥

TUEN MUN DISTRICT

OLD CAFETERIA
NEW CAFETERIA
CASTLE PEAK
KADOORTIE
BUTTERFLY

KUNG DISTRICT

CAMPERS

CLEAR WATER BAY 1ST BEACH
CLEAR WATER BAY 2ZND BEACH
HAP MUN BAY

KIU TSUL

PAK SHA CHAU

SILVERSTRAND

TRIiO (HEBE HAVEN)

[SLANDS DISTRICT

CHEUNG SHA UPPER
CHEUNG SHA LOWER
DISCOVERY BAY#*
HUNG SHING YEH
EWUN YAM WAN
TONG FUR

LO SO SHING

PUI O

SILVERMINE BAY
TUNG WAN, CHEUNG CHAU
TUNG OX%
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PRESENT
GRADING

(AS AT 4.8.94)
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TSUEN WAN DISTRICT

ANGLERS’
APPROACH

CASAM

GEMINI

HOI MEI WAN

LIDO

TING KAU

TUNG WAN, MA WAN

(oG SR SO R SO o=
[T N S S U S

"X" THE BEACH HAS BEEN CLOSED FOR SWIMMING PURPOSES.
* NON-GAZETTED BEACHES.

THE FOLLOWING BEACHES HAVE CHANGED GRADING ON THIS OCCASION:

KWUN YAM WAN FROM "1" TO "2"; SHEK O, STANLEY MAIN AND CLEAR
WATER BAY 1ST BEACH FROM "2" TO "3"; AND GEMINI AND HOI MEI WAN FROM
"n :_,Il IFD ||4|| 5

THE CHANGES ARE WITHIN THE NORMAL RANGE OF FLUCTUATION OF THE
BACTERIOLOGICAlL: WATER QUALITY OF THESE BEACHES.

THE GENERAL DETERIORATION OF BEACH WATER QUALITY IS PROBABLY
BECAUSE OF THE RECENT HEAVY RAINFALL WHICH WOULD HAVE CAUSED THE
POLLUTANTS IN THE BEACH HINTERLAND TO BE FLUSHED INTO THE SEA WATER.

NOTE TO EDITORS:

FOR FURTHER ENQUIRIES, PLEASE CONTACT PRINCIPAL ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION OFFICER DR MALCOLM BROOM ON TEL 835 1234.
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HONG KONG MONETARY AUTHORITY
MONEY MARKET OPERATIONS
¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥
CUMULATIVE

TIME CHANGE
$ MILLION (HOURS) {$ MILLION)

OPENING BALANCE IN THE ACCOUNT
CLOSING BALANCE IN THE ACCOUNT 1000
CHANGE ATTRIBUTABLE TO : 1100
MONEY MARKET ACTIVITY 1200
LAF TODAY 1500
1600

LAF RATE 2.50 BID/4.50 OFFER TWI 122.9 ¥-0.2% 4.8.94

HONG KONG MONETARY AUTHORITY
BILLS EF NOTES/HONG KONG GOVERNMENT BONDS
TERMS YIELD TERM ISSUE COUPON PRICE YIELD
WEEK 3.68 16 MONTHS 2511 4,15 98.30 5.60
MONTH 3.85 22 MONTHS 2605 100.65
MONTHS 4.21 30 MONTHS 3701 4.60 96.92

MONTHS 4.57 33 MONTHS 3704 6.15 99.02

12 MONTHS 5.22 36 MONTHS 3707 6.95 100.70

TOTAL TURNOVER OF BILLS AND BONDS - 38,302 MN

CLOSED 4 AUGUST 1994






