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EMPLOYMENT IN MANUFACTURING INDUSTRY UP BY &4 PER CENT
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THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE EMPLOYED IN MANUFACTURING ESTABL ISHMENTS
IN HONG KONG IN THE MIDDLE OF SEPTEMBER WAS 778,788, ACCORDING TO
THE LATEST EMPLOYMENT SURVEY BY THE CENSUS AND STATISTICS
DEPARTMENT.

THIS REPRESENTED AN INCREASE OF 29,942 OR FOUR PER CENT AS
COMPARED WITH THE FIGURE OF 748,846 FOR JUNE THIS YEAR.

IN TERMS OF EMPLOYMENT, THE FIVE LARGEST INDUSTRY GROUPS
REMA INED WEARING APPAREL (273,089), TEXTILES (117,908), ELECTRICAL
MACHINERY, APPLIANCES AND SUPPLIES (88,872), PLASTIC PRODUCTS
(79,427) AND FABRICATED METAL PRODUCTS (66,152).

AT THE INDUSTRY SECTOR LEVEL, MAIN INCREASES WERE RECORDED
IN GARMENTS (+9,408), ELECTRONIC PRODUCTS (+8,310), HANDBAGS
é+1,861;, FABRICATED METAL PRODUCTS EXCEPT MACHINERY AND EQUIPMENT
+1,792), WATCHES AND CLOCKS (+1,788), GLOVES (+1,666) AND
KNITWEARS FROM YARN (+1,571).

DECREASES WERE RECORDED IN WOOL KNITTING (=1,331), COTTON
WEAVING (-857) AND PLASTIC PRODUCTS (-598),

WHEN COMPARED WITH A TOTAL OF 627,631 PEOPLE ENGAGED

IN SEPTEMBER LAST YEAR, THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE EMPLOYED IN SEPTEMBER
THIS YEAR SHOWED AN INCREASE OF 151,157 PERSONS OR 24 PER CENT.
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SURVEY ON HOME OWNERSHIP
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A HOUSEHOLD SURVEY WAS CONDUCTED RECENTLY BY THE HOUSING
DEPARTMENT ON BEHALF OF THE GOVERNMENT’S WORKING PARTY ON HOME
OWNERSHIP,

ITS PURPOSE WAS TO ENQUIRE INTO ATTITUDES TOWARDS HOME
OWNERSHIP, ESPECIALLY AMONGST THOSE HOUSEHOLDS WHO DECLARED THAT
THEY COULD NOT AFFORD TO PURCHASE ON NORMAL MARKET TERMS. SOME
2,000 HOUSEHOLDS FROM PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SECTOR HOUSING WERE
INTERV IEWED.

THE RESPONSE WAS ENCOURAGING, ABOUT HALF OF THOSE INTERVIEWED
EXPRESSED AN AMBITION TO OWN A HOME OF THEIR OWN., THE MAIN ADVANTAGE
THEY SAW FROM THIS WAS THE AVOIDANCE OF RENT INCREASES= PRIDE OF
OWNERSHIP AND THE PROSPECT OF HAVING A HOME TO ADAPT TO THEIR OWN
PERSONAL TASTES AND REQUIREMENTS WERE ALSO IMPORTANT POINTS.,

THE MAIN DISADVANTAGE WAS FELT TO ARISE FROM THE RESPONSIBILITY
FOR MAINTENANCE= AND THIS REINFORCES THE WORKING PARTY’S INTENTION
THAT MAINTENANCE SHOULD BE PROVIDED BY THE HOUSING AUTHORITY FOR
FLATS WHICH IT WILL BUILD UNDER THIS SCHEME.

THE SURVEY GATHERED A LOT OF INFORMATION ON THE ECONOMIC
AND SOCIAL CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE HOUSEHOLDS INTERVIEWED. CWING TO

THE NATURE OF THE SURVEY, HOWEVER, AND THE METHOD OF SELECTING
HOUSEHOLDS, IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO DRAW FIRM QUANTITATIVE
CONCLUSIONS AS TO JUST HOW MANY HOUSEHOLDS WILL CHOOSE TO
PARTICIPATE IN WHATEVER SCHEME IS FINALLY DRAWN UP,

THIS WILL ANYWAY DEPEND ON THE DETAILS OF SUCH A SCHEME,
BUT THE SURVEY WILL BE OF CONSIDERABLE HELP FOR THE WORKING PARTY
IN FRAMING THESE DETAILS.
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YOUTH LEADERS COURSE
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A SIX-DAY LABORATORY TRAINING COURSE ORGANISED FOR YOUTH
LEADERS IS TO START TOMORROW (SUNDAY).

ORGANISED BY THE YOUTH WORK UNIT OF THE SOCIAL WELFARE
DEPARTMENT, THE COURSE WILL RUN FROM NOVEMBER 28 TO DECEMBER 12,

A TOTAL OF 200 APPLICATIONS WERE RECEIVED AND 43 YOUNG
PEQOPLE COMPRISING 23 GIRLS AND 20 BOYS HAVE BEEN CHOSEN TO
PARTIC IPATE.

CONDUCTED IN FIVE SEPARATE SESSIONS, THE COURSE IS DESIGNED
TO HELP YOUNG PEOPLE TO DEVELOP THEIR SKILLS, KNOWLEDGE IN HUMAN
RELATIONSHIP AND THEIR AWARENESS TO THE ENVIRONMENT.

NO FORMAL LECTURE IS INCLUDED IN THE TRAINING PROGRAMME. THE
PARTICIPANTS WILL BE DIVIDED INTO FOUR GROUPS. EACH GROUP MEMBER
WILL LEARN, UNDER THE GUIDANCE OF AN EXPERIENCED MEMBER OF THE
YOUTH WORK UNIT, WAYS TO DISCOVER ONESELF AND TO ESTABL ISH
SELF—-CONF IDENCE THROUGH PARTICIPATION IN GAMES AND DISCUSS IONS.

THE LABORATORY METHOD IS A NEW APPROACH IN WHICH PARTICIPANTS
WILL LEARN THROUGH EXPERIMENTING IN A SECURE ENVIRONMENT.

THE COURSE IS THE TENTH IN THE SERIES AND IS OPEN TO
YOUNG PEOPLE AGED BETWEEN 18 AND 25 WHO SHOULD HAVE AT LEAST
FORM FIVE EDUCATION LEVEL.

THE FIRST COURSE OF ITS KIND WAS CONDUCTED IN 1974 AND HAS
EVER SINCE BECOME A POPULAR PROGRAMME.
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TRAFFIC ARRANGEMENTS
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THE TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT ANNOUNCED TODAY THAT WESTBOUND
VEHICLES ALONG YUEN LONG MAIN ROAD WILL BE PROHIBITED TEMPORARILY
FROM TURNING LEFT INTO TAI SAN STREET FROM 10 A.M. ON MONDAY

(NOVEMBER 29).

A DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN SAID THIS ARRANGEMENT, WHICH WOULD
LAST FOR TWO MONTHS, WAS TO FACILITATE THE RECONSTRUCTION OF THE
JUNCTION OF YUEN LONG MAIN ROAD AND TAIl SAN STREET.

MOTORISTS ARE ADVISED THAT ALSO WITH EFFECT FROM 10 A.M. ON THAT
DAY. EASTBOUND VEHICLES ALONG PUI TO ROAD IN TUEN.MUN WILL NOT BE ALIOWED
TO TURN RIGHT INTC CASTLE PEAK ROAD.

THIS RESTRICTION 1S INTENDED TO REDUCE THE TRAFFIC CONFLICTS
AT THE JUNCTION OF CASTLE PEAK ROAD AND PUI TO ROAD AND TO
AVOID FURTHER INTERFERENCE WITH THE TRAFFIC ON CASTLE PEAK ROAD
WHERE THE WIDTH OF CARRIAGEWAY, SOUTH OF PUI TO ROAD JUNCTION,
WILL BE REDUCED TO FACILITATE SLOPE REMEDIAL WORKS.

APPROPRIATE TRAFFIC SIGNS WILL BE ERECTED ON TEE AFFECTED PLACES
TO GUIDE MOTORISTS.
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