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ENFORCEMENT OF CDMPULSOR; iT;ENDANCE IN PRIMARY SCHOOLS
*

SOME PARENTS IN HONG KONG ARE DEPRIVING THEIR CHILDREN OF THE
RIGHT TO RECEIVE FREE PRIMARY EDUCATION, THE DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION,
MR, KENNETH TOPLEY TOLD A PRESS CONFERENCE TODAY. +THESE PARENTS
ARE NOT ONLY DISREGARDING THE LAW BUT ARE ALSO STOPPING THEIR
CHILDREN FROM ENJOYING A BRIGHTER FUTURE,+ HE SAID.

THE DIRECTOR WAS LAUNCHING A CAMPAIGN TO DRAW THE ATTENTION
OF ALL PARENTS, SPECIFICALLY THOSE IN THE FISHING AND WATER=BORNE
COMMUNITIES TO THE FULL AVAILABILITY OF FREE PRIMARY PLACES AND TO
THE FACT THAT PARENTS MIGHT BE PROSECUTED IF THEY DID NOT SEND
THEIR PRIMARY AGE CHILDREN TO SCHOOL OR IF THEY PREVENTED THEM
FROM ATTENDING CLASSES AT ANY STAGE OF THE SIX=YEAR COURSE.

THE EDUCATION ORDINANCE 1971 GIVES THE DIRECTOR POWERS TO
ENFORCE SCHOOL ATTENDANCE WHERE PARENTS APPEAR TO BE UNNECESSARILY
WITHHOLD ING THEIR CHILDREN OF PRIMARY SCHOOL AGE FROM SCHOOL. THESE
POWERS ARE EXERCISED BY THE DIRECTOR ONLY AFTER A CAREFUL
INVESTIGATION OF THE FAMILY’S CIRCUMSTANCES AND THE NEEDS OF THE
CHILD, WHEN AN ATTENDANCE ORDER IS MADE, PARENTS HAVE THE RIGHT OF
APPEAL TO A SPECIALLY CONSTITUTED BOARD OF REVIEW.

ANY PARENT WHO WITHOUT REASONABLE EXCUSE FAILS TO COMPLY WITH
AN ATTENDANCE ORDER SHALL BE GUILTY OF AN OFFENCE AND SHALL BE

LIABLE ON CONVICTION TO A FINE OF $500 AND TO IMPRISONMENT FOR
THREE MONTHS.

SO FAR IT HAS BEEN NECESSARY TO SERVE ONLY TWO ATTENDANCE
ORDERS.

IN MAY LAST YEAR, THE DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION SERVED THE TwO
ATTENDANCE ORDERS ON THE FATHER OF SEVEN CHILDREN IN THE HO MAN
TIN AREA OF KOWLOON. THE ORDERS WERE SERVED AFTER THE PARENT HAD
REFUSED TO ACCEPT THE ADVICE OF OFF ICERS OF THE EDUCATION AND SOCIAL
WELFARE DEPARTMENTS TO SEND HIS EIGHT-YEAR-=OLD DAUGHTER AND
SIX-YEAR-OLD SON TO SCHOOL. THE TwWO CHILDREN WERE FOUND AT HOME
LOOK ING AFTER A YOUNGER BROTHER AND THREE YOUNGER SISTERS WHILE
THEIR FATHER AND MOTHER WERE ABSENT., THE ELDEST SON, AGED 9,
WAS ATTENDING SCHOOL. OFFERS OF HELP BY THE SOCIAL WELFARE
DEPARTMENT WERE ALSO TURNED DOWN BY THE PARENTS.

A BOARD OF REVIEW WHICH MET LAST AUGUST CONF IRMED THE TWO
ATTENDANCE ORDERS AND THE PARENTS COMPL IED WITH THE ORDERS BY
SENDING THEIR CHILDREN TO SCHOOL IN SEPTEMBER 1976, THE BEGINNING
OF THE PRESENT ACADEMIC YEAR. FOUR CHILDREN OF THAT FAMILY ARE NOW

ATTEND ING PR IMARY CLASSES,

EVER SINCE THE DIRECTOR WAS GIVEN POWERS IN 1971 TO ENFORCE
PR IMARY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE, THE PARENTS OF 770 CHILDREN WERE
PERSUADED TO SEND THEIR CHILDREN BACK TO SCHOOL OR HAD RETURNED
THEIR CHILDREN TO SCHOOL OF THEIR OWN ACCORD, 58 WERE FOUND PLACES
IN SCHOOL BY EITHER THE SPECIAL EDUCATION SECTION OR AREA STAFF
OF THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT AND 681 WERE OVER-AGED, UNTRACEABLE
OR HAVE LEFT HONG KONG.

JTHE ACTUAL o.ves
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THE ACTUAL NUMBER OF CHILDREN IN THE 6=11 AGE GROUP NOT
ATTENDING SCHOOL IS NOT KNOWN. BUT THE 1976 BY-CENSUS ESTIMATED
THAT ABOUT 11,650 CHILDREN IN THIS AGE GROUP WERE NOT ATTENDING
SCHOOL. 1,160 WERE BELIEVED TO BE ON HONG KONG ISLAND, 3,100 IN
THE NEW TERRITORIES, 3,490 IN KOWLOON AND 3,900 IN THE FISHING
AND WATER-BORNE COMMUNITIES.

IT SHOULD BE NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT SINCE THE BY-CENSUS WAS
gﬁgﬂg$¥EET?gﬁlNG THE SUMMER HOL IDAYS, THE STATISTICS MAY EXAGGERATE

+NEVERTHELESS,+ MR, TOPLEY SAID, +!1 WOULD LIKE TO SEE ALL
THESE CHILDREN IN SCHOOL., | TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO URGE THESE
PARENTS TO BE GOOD CITIZENS OF HONG KONG BY SENDING THEIR PRIMARY
AGE CHILDREN TO SCHOOL.

+ALL CHILDREN WHO ARE SIX YEARS OLD BY SEPTEMBER SHOULD BE IN
PRIMARY 1 AT THE START OF THE NEXT ACADEMIC YEAR.

+CHILDREN IN THE 6~11 AGE GROUP WHO HAVE NOT ATTENDED SCHOOL
SHOULD APPLY FOR ADMISSION NOW,+

NEEDY CHILDREN ARE GIVEN A TEXTBOOK AND STATIONERY GRANT
OF $30 A YEAR.

ANY PARENTS WHO ENCOUNTER DIFFICULTIES IN GAINING ADMISS ION
FOR THEIR CHILDREN TO PRIMARY SCHOOLS ARE ADVISED TO CONTACT THE
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT HEADQUARTERS OR THE SUB-OFF ICES IN HONG KONG
KOWLOON, THE ADDRESSES OF WHICH ARE GIVEN IN A LEAFLET BEING
DISTRIBUTED AS PART OF THE CURRENT CAMPAIGN.

COPIES OF THE LEAFLET ARE AVAILABLE AT CITY DISTRICT OFF ICES,
THE DISTRICT OFFICES OF THE NEW TERRITORIES ADMINISTRATION, THE
AGRICULTURE AND F ISHERIES DEPARTMENT, THE GOVERNMENT INFORMAT ION
SERVICES, AND, OF COURSE, THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT.

APART FROM STATING THAT ONE OF THE AIMS OF THE GOVERNMENT IS
TO ENSURE THAT CHILDREN IN THE PRIMARY AGE GROUP ARE IN SCHOOL,

THE LEAFLET ALSO GIVES ADVICE TO PARENTS.

' DURING THE CAMPAIGN, THE MESSAGE IN THE LEAFLET WILL BE
DRIVEN HOME IN AN ADVERTISEMENT TO BE TELEVISED ON THE CHINESE
CHANNELS OF THE TV STATIONS. SLOGANS IN CHINESE WILL ALSO BE
BROADCAST BY RADIO STATIONS.

THE STREET THEATRE RUN BY THE GOVERNMENT INFORMAT|ON SERVICES
WILL BE.STAGING A NUMBER OF SHOWS AS PART OF THE CAMPAIGN.

MR. TOPLEY THANKED THE HEADS OF PRIMARY DAY SCHOOLS FOR
PARTICIPATING IN THE ARRANGEMENT THROUGH WHICH THEY PASS INFORMATION
TO THE EDWCATION DEPARTMENT REGARDING CHILDREN WHO THEY SUSPECT

MAY. HAVE DISCONTINUED SCHOOL ING.

+WITH THEIR HELP, MY STAFF AND OFF ICERS OF THE SOCIAL WELFARE

DEPARTMENT HAVE BEEN ABLE TO TRACE MANY OF THE PUPILS AND TO
CARRY OUT INVESTIGATIONS SPEEDILY,+ THE DIRECTOR SAID.

PSR S o J e f}-.---
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SPECIAL WATER SITUATION REPORT
% X % X ¥ X

THE P,W.D.’S WATER SUPPL IES DEPARTMENT WILL PUBL ISH SPECIAL
WATER SITUATION REPORT EACH DAY GIVING DETAILS OF THE WATER
STORAGE POSITION SO AS TO IMPRESS ON CONSUMERS THE NEED TO
CONSERVE WATER AND AVOID WASTE.

MR. TOM TOML INSON, THE P.W,D.'S PRINCIPAL GOVERNMENT WATER
ENGINEER, SAID TODAY THE SITUATION REPORTS WOULD BE PUBL ISHED
EVERY DAY AS FROM TODAY (MONDAY) IN CONJUNCTION WITH WEATHER
FORECASTS |SSUED BY THE ROYAL OBSERVATORY.

+THE DAILY REPORT WILL GIVE THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF WATER IN
STORE IN ALL RESERVOIRS WITH COMPARATIVE FIGURES FOR THE PREVIOUS
CORRESPOND ING PERIOD SO AS TO KEEP THE GENERAL PUBLIC UP=TO=-DATE
WITH THE POSITION,+ HE SAID.

+WE HOPE THAT BY PUBL ISHING THESE FIGURES PEOPLE WILL BE
MADE MORE AWARE OF THE SITUATION AND WILL TAKE EVERY OPPORTUNITY
TO MINIMISE CONSUMPTION,+ HE ADDED.

MR. TOML INSON SAID THAT AT NINE O’CLOCK THIS MORNING THE
AMOUNT OF WATER IN THE RESERVOIRS STOOD AT 31,655 MILLION GALLONS
WHICH WAS 47 PER CENT OF THE TOTAL STORAGE CAPACITY.

THIS COMPARES WITH 43,396 MILLION GALLONS ON THE SAME DAY
LAST YEAR WHEN THE RESERVOIRS WERE 64.4 PER CENT FULL.

-l--—O----

ANT I=-CANCER CAMPAIGN TO END THIS WEEK
* X % % *

THE MONTH-LONG ANTI-CANCER CAMPAIGN WILL END THIS WEEK WITH
A THREE-DAY EXHIBITION WHICH WILL BE OPENED IN THE KWUN TONG
VOCATIONAL TRAINING CENTRE ON WEDNESDAY (MAY 18),

THE ANTI=CANCER EXHIBITION IS ONE OF A SERIES HELD ON HONG
KONG ISLAND, KOWLOON AND THE NEW TERRITORIES.

KNOWN AS CANCER AWARENESS ’77, THE EXHIBITIONS HAVE ATTRACTED
TENS OF THOUSANDS OF VISITORS SINCE THE CAMPAIGN STARTED EARLY
LAST MONTH.

THE EXHIBITION IS DESIGNED FOR THE PUBLIC TO LEARN ALL ABOUT
CANCER, THE NUMBER ONE KILLER DISEASE IN HONG KONG.

IT IS JOINTLY ORGANISED BY THE HONG KONG ANTI=CANCER SOCIETY
AND THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS, AND ASSISTED
BY .THE MEDICAL AND HEALTH DEPARTMENT AND A NUMBER OF MEDICAL
BOD IES.

THE EXHIBITION FEATURES FILM SHOWS, SLIDES, PICTURES, MODELS,
RECORDINGS AND ILLUSTRATIONS WHICH AIM TO HELP MEMBERS OF THE
PUBL IC UNDERSTAND WHAT CANCER IS ALL ABOUT.

ADMISSION TO THE EXHIBITION IS FREE, AND THE ORGANISERS WILL
BE ON HAND TO EXPLAIN AND DEMONSTRATE THE VARIOUS ITEMS OF EXHIBITS.

----'D--.--
A.I.l.
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LEGCO MEETING ON WEDNESDAY
® Kk % X% *

UNOFF ICIAL MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL WILL ASK
A NUMBER OF QUESTIONS ABOUT WATER WHEN THE COUNCIL MEETS ON

WEDNESDAY (MAY 18).

THE HON. LYDIA DUNN WILL ASK THE GOVERNMENT FOR A
STATEMENT ON THE CONTRIBUTION THE DESALTING PLANT WILL MAKE TO
HONG KONG'S WATER SUPPLY SYSTEM OVER THE 12 MONTHS ENDING

APRIL 30, 1978.

SHE WILL ALSO ASK TO WHAT EXTENT THIS CONTRIBUTION WILL
REDUCE THE PROBABILITY OF RESTRICTIONS HAVING TO BE IMPOSED
IF RAINFALL DURING THE SUMMER MONTHS IS BELOW AVERAGE.

ANOTHER UNOFF ICIAL, THE HON. T.S. LEUNG WILL ASK IF
THE GOVERNMENT CONS IDERS THE EXISTING CONTROLS OVER WATER
WASTAGE ADEQUATE AND, IF NOT, WOULD THE GOVERNMENT CONS IDER
INTRODUC ING MORE EFFECTI?E MEASURES.

THE HON. KO SIU-WAH WILL ENQUIRE WHETHER PROGRESS
ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CHILD CARE CENTRES REGULATIONS
HAS BEEN SATISFACTORY SO FAR.

OTHER QUESTIONS TO BE RAISED BY THE UNOFF ICIALS CONCERN,
AMONG OTHER THINGS, HONG KONG PASSPORTS, PUBLIC LIGHT BUS FARES,
INCIDENCE OF CRIME IN PUBLIC HOUS ING ESTATES DEMOLITION OF THE
CHINA ENGINEERS BUILDING AND THE PRESENT POSITION ON THE
PROPOSAL TO ESTABLISH A PHARMACY COURSE EITHER IN ONE OF THE
UNIVERSITIES OR IN THE POLYTECHNIC.

EIGHT BILLS, INCLUDING THE AGRICULTURAL PESTICIDES BILL
1977, WILL BE INTRODUCED INTO THE COUNCIL.

DEBATE WILL BE RESUMED ON TWO BILLS =- THE LEGAL
PRACTITIONERS (AMENDMENT) BILL 1977 AND THE INDUSTRIAL AND
REFORMATORY SCHOOLS (AMENDMENT) BILL 1977.

----0-.--—
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WATER CUT
¥ % % ¥

WATER SUPPLY TO CERTAIN PARTS OF YUEN LONG WILL BE TURNED
OFF FOR FIVE HOURS FROM 1 A.M. ON WEDNESDAY (MAY 18) TO ALLOW
THE WATER SUPPL IES DEPARTMENT TO CARRY OUT NIGHT LEAKAGE TESTS.

ONE OF THE AREAS AFFECTED IS BOUNDED BY CASTLE PEAK ROAD
BETWEEN FUNG CHEUNG STREET AND SAN TIN, AND KAM TIN ROAD
BETWEEN AU TAU CROSS ROAD AND KO PO, INCLUDING FUNG CHEUNG
STREET, HOK SE STREET, YEUNG UK TSUEN, SHEK TONG TSUEN, TUNG SHING
UEl. SHA PO TSUEN, WA'YAN MO FAN TSUEN, POK WA, LONG HA, SHEUNG
SAN'WAI, SAN TIN SAN WA, WO SHANG WAI, MAI PO SAN TSUEN, TSING
UUNG TSUEN, SAN LUNG TSUEN, FAN TIN TSUEN, ON LUNG TSUEN, YAN
SHAU WAI, TUNG CHAN WAl AND WING NIN TSUEN.

ALSO AFFECTED IS THE AREA BOUNDED BY YUEN LONG MAIN ROAD,
TA| YUK ROAD, KAU YUK ROAD AND MAIN NULLAH, INCLUDING ON HONG
ROAD, FUNG NIN ROAD, WAH NING PATH, MA TIN TSUEN, SHUI TSUl

LO WAl AND HUNG TSO TIN TSUEN.
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