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COMMUNITY THAT VALUES THE LAW CAN DEFEND THAT LAW: AG
¥ £ X X X

A COMMUNITY WHICH UNDERSTOOD AND VALUED THE LAW COULD DEFEND
THAT LAW AND ITS INSTITUTIONS, WHICH EXISTED FOR THEIR PROTECTION AND
THEIR BENEFIT, THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, MR JEREMY MATHEWS, SAID TODAY
(SATURDAY) .

SPEAKING AT THE OPENING OF THE SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS' LAW
EXHIBITION, MR MATHEWS SAID THE LAW WAS VERY MUCH A LIVING ORGANISM
WHICH NEEDED CULTIVATION, SUSTENANCE, AND PROTECTION TO MAINTAIN ITS
EFFICIENCY AND STRENGTH.

HE SAID THE LAW DREW ITS STRENGTH NOT JUST FROM JUDGES AND
LAWYERS, BUT ALSO FROM THE COMMUNITY WHICH IT SERVED,

MR MATHEWS POINTED OUT THAT MUCH OF HONG KONG'S EXTRAORDINARY
RECORD OF SUCCESS WAS ATTRIBUTABLE TO ITS LAWS AND LEGAL SYSTEM,
WHICH DREW SUBSTANTIALLY ON HUNDREDS OF YEARS OF EXPERIENCE OF THE
COMMON LAW WORLD.

"THE FACT THAT THE RULE OF LAW IS WELL ESTABLISHED IN HONG
KONG, THAT THE JUDGES HAVE INDEPENDENCE, THAT PEOPLE SEEKING JUSTICE
HAVE ACCESS TO LEGAL ASSISTANCE AND TO THE COURTS, AND THAT THE
COURTS THEMSELVES ARE SECOND TO NOMNE 1IN THIS REGION, ATTRACTS AND°"
ENCOURAGES MANY TO COME TO HONG KONG, TO DO BUSINESS HERE AND TO STAY
ON. ‘

"PEOPLE IN HONG KONG KNOW THAT REMEDIES WILL BE AFFORDED WHERE
WRONGS ARE DONE, CRIMES WILL BE VIGOROUSLY PROSECUTED; CONTRACTS WILL
BE ENFORCED AND THAT, JUSTICE IS DONE AND SEEN TO BE DONE 1IN OUR
COURTS," HE SAID.

MR MATHEWS SAID THE EXHIBITION WAS MEANINGFUL AND VALUABLE FOR
IT WOULD ENABLE MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO DEVELOP A BETTER
UNDERSTANDING OF OUR LAW AND LEGAL SYSTEM.

"THIS ITSELF WILL FURTHER STRENGTHEN THE SYSTEM, AND HELP
ENTRENCH THE PRINCIPLE OF THE RULE OF LAW," HE SAID.

MR MATHEWS SAID THE EXHIBITION WAS A BOLD JOINT INITIATIVE BY
THE .COMMUNITY YOUTH CLUB OF THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT AND THE LOCAL
CROWN COUNSEL ASSOCIATION OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL'S CHAMBERS.

"IN ORGANISING THIS EXHIBITION, THEY HAVE SET THEMSELVES THE
DEMANDING TASK OF PRESENTING THE LAW, OFTEN SEEN AS REMOTE AND DRY,
IN A VIVID AND INTERESTING WAY," HE SAID.

HE SAID IT WAS SIGNIFICANT THAT THIS WAS THE FIRST TIME THAT A
LAW EXHIBITION OF THIS KIND HAD BEEN PUT TOGETHER WITH SC MUCH INPUT
AND PARTICIPATION BY SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS.

HE EXPRESSED HIS APPRECIATION OF THE VOLUNTEERING SPIRIT AND
CIVIC AWARENESS THAT THE STUDENTS HAD DEMONSTRATED IN TAKING PART 1IN
THE PROJECT.




SATURDAY,

CHANGE OF PROSECUTION POLICY ON 2-WAY PERMIT OVERSTA YERS
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A SPOKESMAN FOR THE IMMIGRATION DEPARTMENT ANNCUNCEI TODAY
(SATURDAY) THAT THERE WILL BE A CHANGE OF PROSECUTION POLICY ON
TWO-WAY PERMIT OVERSTAYERS WITH EFFECT FROM APRIL THIS YEAR.

"TO COUNTERACT THE INCREASING NUMBER OF TWO-WAY PERMIT
OVERSTAYERS, THE GOVERNMENT HAS DECIDED TO START PROSECUTING THOSE
WHO HAVE OVERSTAYED ON A CASE-BY-CASE BASIS," THE SPOKESHMAN SAID.

"WE WILL CONTINUE TO PROSECUTE THOSE WHO ARE FOUND TO HAVE
TAKEN UP UNAPPROVED EMPLOYMENT IN HONG KONG.

"THE IMMIGRATION DEPARTMENT HAS ALSO STEPPED UP SCRUTINY AT
CHECKPOINTS TO DETERMINE THE BONA FIDES OF TWO-~-WAY PERMIT VISITORS
AND IS TAKING ACTIVE STEPS TO LOCATE ANY OVERSTAYERS," HE ADDED.

HE REMINDED THAT ALL VISITORS YULD OBSERVE THE CONDITIONS OF
STAY IMPOSED ON THEM BY THE ﬁﬁT}"IIH

VISITORS ARE NOT ALLOWED TO TAKE UP ANY EMPLOYMENT, WHETHER
PAID OR UNPAID DURING THEIR STAY IN HONG KONG AND THEY MUST ALSO
LEAVE BEFORE THEIR LIMIT OF STAY EXPIRED.

HE STATED THAT THE MAXIMUM PENALTY FOR BREACH OF CONDITION OF
STAY IS A FINE OF $5,000 AND IMPRISONMENT FOR TWO YEARS. AIDERS AND
ABETTORS ARE ALSO LIABLE TO PROSECUTION AND PENALTY.

THE SPOKESMAN REITERATED THAT THERE WILL BE NO AMNESTY FOR
ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS.

WORKERS URGED TO WEAR HELMETS ON SITE
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THE LABOUR DEPARTMENT TODAY (SATURDAY) REMINDED  BUILDING
CONTRACTORS OF THEIR DUTY TO PROVIDE SUITABLE SAFETY HELMETS FOR
THEIR WORKERS AND TO ENSURE THAT THE WORKERS WORE THEM AT ALl TIMES
WHILE ON SITE. A =

IN_A RECENT ACCIDENT, A WORKER WAS INJURED WHEN HIS SAFETY
WAS PIERCED THROUGH BY A HARD FALLING OBJECT AT A CONSTRUCTION
IN SHAM TSENG. : ;

COMMENTING ON THE CASE, CHIEF FACTORY INSPECTOR CHAN TAT-KING
SAID THE WORKERE WOULD HAVE BEEN KILLED IF HE HAD NOT WORN A HELMET.

INSPECTOR CHAN ADDED THAT CONTRACTORS HAD THE DUTY TO PREVENT

THE FALL OF OBJECTS FROM A HEIGHT WHICH COULD CAUSE GRAVE BODILY
TO WORKERS ON THE GROUND. ] WoRURT O

/HTHEY SHOULD
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"THEY SHOULD LOWER BUILDING DEBRIS THROUGH PROPERLY
CONSTRUCTED CHUTES FROM THE UPPER FLOORS OF A BUILDING, AND SHOULD
PUT UP SAFETY FANS AND NETS AROUND THE BUILDING TO CATCH ANY FALLING
OBJECTS," HE STRESSED.

"FAILURE TO TAKE SAFETY PRECAUTIONS CONSTITUTES AN OFFENCE
UNDER THE CONSTRUCTION SITES (SAFETY) REGULATIONS, AND OFFENDERS MAY
BE FINED UP TO $50,000," HE SAID.

EASTERN EMPLOYMENT OFFICES TO MERGE
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THE NORTH POINT AND CHAI WAN BRANCH OFFICES OF THE LABOUR
DEPARTMENT'S LOCAL EMPLOYMENT SERVICE (LES) WILL MERGE ON FEBRUARY 24
(MONDAY) TO PROVIDE A MORE COST-EFFECTIVE SERVICE TO RESIDENTS IN THE
EASTERN DISTRICT.

FOLLOWING THE MERGER, EMPLOYERS AND JOB-SEEKERS IN THE EASTERN
PART OF CAUSEWAY BAY, NORTH POINT, QUARRY BAY, SHAU KEI WAN AND CHAI
WAN CAN SEEK FREE EMPLOYMENT ASSISTANCE FROM THE LES'S CHAI WAN
OFFICE AT 29-30 YUE ON HOUSE, GROUND FLOOR, YUE WAN ESTATE. ENQUIRIES
CAN BE MADE ON TEL. 557 0202-4.

EMPLOYERS RECRUITING STAFF CAN TELEPHONE THEIR DISTRICT LES
OFFICE TO PLACE JOB VACANCIES, OR SEND IN THEIR ORDERS BY FAX, MAIL
OR IN PERSON. SUCH INFORMATION WILL ALSO BE FAXED TO ALL THE 10 LES
OFFICES THROUGHOUT THE TERRITORY FOR THE INFORMATION JOB-SEEKERS.

IN ADDITION, IF A VACANCY HAS REMAINED UNFILLED FOR SOME TIME,
THE LES MAY ADVERTISE IT IN THE MASS MEDIA FOR THE EMPLOYER FREE OF
CHARGE.

FOR JOB-SEEKERS, THEY ARE REQUIRED ONLY TO BRING ALONG THEIR
IDENTITY CARDS TO REGISTER AT AN LES OFFICE, WHERE THE STAFF WILL
ASSIST THEM IN SELECTING SUITABLE JOBS AND WILL ARRANGE INTERVIEWS
WITH PROSPECTIVE EMPLOYERS.
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CLOSING BALANCE IN THE ACCOUNT ON 14.2.92 600 MN

EFFECT OF FORWARDS TO BE SETTLED ON 15.2.92 NEUTRAL

EFFECT OF OPERATIONS THIS MORNING NEUTRAL






