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LEGISLATION FOR OPTICAL PROFESSION
x % % %

THE GOVERNMENT IS TO INTRODUCE LEGISLATIVE CONTROLS FOR THE
OPTICAL PROFESSION.

THE DECISION WAS TAKEN AFTER CONSIDERATION OF THE STANDARLS
OF THE PROFESSION AT PRESENT AND OF THE POTENTIAL HEALTH HAZARDS
TO THE PUBLIC POSED BY THE PRACTICES OF UNQUALIFIED OPTICIANS,

A SURVEY WAS CONDUCTED BY THE MEDICAL AND HEALTH DEPARTMENT
TO ASCERTAIN THE QUALIFICATIONS OF STAFF EMPLOYED IN THE
ESTIMATED 500 OPTICAL SHOPS IN HONG KONG, ALL OF WHICH OFFER EYE-
TESTING AND PRESCRIPTION SERVICES IN ADDITION TO SUPPLYING CFTICAL
APPL IANCES.

THE SURVEY SHOWS THAT MOST EMPLOYEES IN THE OPTICAL TRADE ARE
YOUNG AND INEXPERIENCED AND HAVE HAD LITTLE FORMAL TRAINING.

ABOUT 40 PER CENT OF THE STAFF EMPLOYED ARE UNDER 25 YEARS OF
AGE, THE EDUCATIONAL LEVEL OF 50 PER CENT IS BELOW FORM THREE.
WHILE THE MAJORITY HAVE UNDERGONE SOME FORM OF ON=THE=JOB TRAINING,
AT THE TIME THE SURVEY WAS DONE THERE WERE ONLY 18 FULLY TRAINED
OPTOMETRISTS BY WESTERN STANDARDS IN THE ENTIRE OPTICAL PROFESSION.

WITH THE EXCEPTION OF TwWO CATEGORIES OF MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS
wHO ARE REGISTERED UNDER THE MEDICAL REGISTRATION ORDINANCE,
MEMBERS OF THE OPTICAL PROFESSION ARE NOT COVERED BY ANY STATUTORY
CONTROLS AT PRESENT. THE EXCEPTIQONS ARE OPHTHALMOLOGISTS, WHC
ARE TRAINED SPECIALLY TO TREAT EYE DISEASES, AND MEDICAL
2E22$CE'8NISTS' WHO ARE TRAINED TO TEST EYESIGHT AND TO PRESCRIBE

ACLES.

A GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN SAID IT WAS NECESSARY FOR LEGISLATION
TO BE INTRODUCED TO ENSURE ADEQUATE STANDARDS OF PRACTICE,
ESPECIALLY AS A LARGE PROPORTION OF HONG KONG’S SCHOOL CHILDREN
RELIED ON SPECTACLES FOR NORMAL VISION. THIS NEED WAS HIGHL IGHTED
AT THE 3RD ASIAN-PACIFIC OPTOMETRIC CONGRESS HELD IN HONG KONG
IN 1980, WHERE IT WAS NOTED THAT THE INCREASING TREND TOWARDS
WEARING CONTACT LENSES PREDICATED GREATER POTENTIAL HEALTH
#ﬁEAHDS, INCLUDING THE POSSIBILITY OF IRREVERSIBLE DAMAGE TO

EYES.

THE SPOKESMAN SAID LEGISLATION WOULD BE DRAFTED TO PROVIDE
FOR THE REGISTRATION OF OPTICAL SHOPS AND TO REQUIRE SUCH PREMISES
TO BE UNDER THE DIRECT SUPERVISION AND CONTROL OF REGISTERED
OPTOMETRISTS, wWHO ARE QUALIFIED TO TEST EYESIGHT AND TO PRESCRIBE,
FIT AND SUPPLY LENSES AND OPTICAL APPL IANCES.

HE ADDED THAT PROVISIONS WOULD BE MADE FOR THOSE WITH LONG

YEARS OF PROVEN WORKING EXPERIENCE wHO WERE PRACTISING OPTOMETRY
AT THE TIME THE LEGISLATION CAME INTO BEING.

/THE SPUKKESMAN
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THE SPOKESMAN SAID THE GOVERNMENT wOULD ALSO AIM TO IMPROVE
TANDARDS THROUGH TRAINING.

HE SAID THE GOVERNMENT wOULD CONSIDER, IN CONSULTAT
WiTH THE UNIVERSITY AND POLYTECHNIC GRANTS COMMITTEE AND
NEW VOCATIONAL TRAINING COUNCIL, HOW BEST TO MEET THE TRAIN
NEEDS OF EXISTING PRACTITIONERS WHO REQUIRED THE NECESSARY
QUAL IFICATIONS FOR REGISTRATION AND OF NEW ENTRANTS TO THE
PTICAL PROFESSION.

v of 0%
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CHIEF SECRETARY VISITS PENAL INSTITUTIONS
X % % ® %

THE CHIEF SECRETARY, SIR PHILIP HADCON-CAVE, TODAY (FRIDAY)
VISITED THE PIK UK PRISON AND PIK UK CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTION TO
LOOK OVER THE DIFFERENT TYPES OF WORK AND PROGRAMMES AT THE TwD
INSTITUTIONS ADMINISTERED BY THE CORRECTIONAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT.

ACCOMPANIED BY THE COMMISSIONER OF CORRECTIONAL SERVICES,
MR THOMAS GARNER, SIR PHILIP SAW THE ACCOMMODATIONS PROVIDED

FOR INMATES, THE LAUNDRY, HOSPITALS, KITCHENS AND WORKSHOPS.

THE NEWLY-BUILT $31 MILLION LAUNDRY AT PIK UK PR ISON,
OPERATED BY A WORKING FORCE OF MORE THAN 90 PRISONERS, IS
FIVE STOREYS HIGH AND IS CAPABLE OF HANDLING 5.5 MILL ION
KILOGRAMMES OF SOILED LINEN A YEAR FROM GOVERNMENT HOSP ITALS
AND CLINICS,

SIR PHILIP WAS VERY IMPRESSED WITH THE DIFFERENT SECTIONS
IN THE LAUNDRY BUILDING WHICH INCLUDED THE FOLDING, IRONING
AND DESPATCHING SECTIONS LOCATED ON DIFFERENT FLOORS.

ONE OF THE FEATURES OF THE LAUNDRY IS THE USE OF AN EFFLUENT
TREATMENT PLANT == AN ANTI-POLLUTION DEVICE. DIRTY WATER FROM
THE WASHING PROCESS IS KEPT IN A TANK WHERE IT IS FILTERED AND
PURIF IED BEFORE DISPOSAL.

SIR PHILIP ALSO VISITED PIK UK CORRECT{ONAL INSTITUTION,
A MULTI=FUNCT IONAL MAX IMUM SECURITY PENAL INSTITUTION WITH
FACILITIES FOR A RECEPTION CENTRE, A TRAINING CENTRE AND A
PRISON FOR YOUNG OFFENDERS.

ITS CORRECTIONAL PROGRAMMES FOR YOUNG OFFENDERS INCLUDE
A HALF-DAY OF EDUCATIONAL CLASSES AND A HALF~DAY OF VOCATIONAL
TRAINING IN ONE OF THE TRADES AVAILABLE, CONDUCTED BY QUALIFIED
SCHOOLMASTERS AND INSTRUCTORS.
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WUEEN'S BIRTHDAY GARDEN PARTY
* * % %

THE GOVERNOR AND LADY MACLEHOSE WILL HOST A GARDEN PARTY
AT GOVERNMENT HOUSE ON APRIL 21 IN CELEBRATION OF HER MAJESTY
THE QUEEN’3S BIRTHDAY.

SOME 2 000 GUESTS HAVE BEEN INVITED TO ATTEND. THEY COME
FROM EVERY WALK OF LIFE.

THE FUNCTION WILL ALSO AFFORD SIR MURRAY AND LADY MACLEHOSE
AN OPPORTUNITY TO BID FAREWELL TO A LARGE NUMBER OF COMMUNITY
REPRESENTATIVES BEFORE THEIR DEPARTURE ON APRIL 29.

IN CASE OF INCLEMENT WEATHER THE GARDEN PARTY MAY HAVE
TO BE CANCELLED, IF IT RAINS AT 12 NOON ON WEDNESDAY, GUESTS
ARE ADVISED TO LISTEN TO ANNOUNCEMENTS ON RADIO AND TV
CANCELL ING THE FUNCTION.

APART FROM THE GARDEN PARTY, THE CELEBRATION PROGRAMME
FOR THE QUEEN'S BIRTHDAY INCLUDES ABOUT 100 SPORTS AND
RECREATIONAL EVENTS, CONCERTS AND GAMES FOR TENS OF THOUSANDS
OF PEOPLE THROUGHOUT THE TERRITORY.

TWO CONCERTS WILL BE PRESENTED BY THE MUSIC OFF ICE OF
THE RECREATION AND CULTURE DEPARTMENT TO MARK THE OCCASION.

A SPECTACULAR BAND CONCERT WILL BE HELD AT THE QUEEN

EL IZABETH STADIUM, STARTING AT 3 PM ON APRIL 21, AND

FEATUR ING MANY OF HONG KONG'S LEADING YOUTH MARCHING BANDS,
INCLUDING THE HONG KONG YOUTH SYMPHONIC BAND, HONG KONG
CHILDREN'S MARCHING BAND AND THE HONG KONG LUTHERAN YOUTH BAND.
THE BANDS WILL PLAY A WIDE SELECTION OF POPULAR TELEVISION AND
FILM MUSIC, INCLUDING THE THEME MUSIC FROM +JESUS CHRIST
SUPERSTAR+ AND +THE KING AND I+,

MARCHING ALONG WITH THE BANDS WILL BE THE DISPLAY TEAMS
OF THE DELIA MEMORIAL SCHOOL, THE HONG KONG AND KOWLOON
CHIU CHOW SCHOOL, AND THE HO FUNG AND JU CHING CHU COLLEGE EANDS.

AT 7.30 PM IN THE TSUEN WAN TOWN HALL, ALSO ON WEDNESDAY
APRIL 21, A CONCERT BY THE HONG KONG YOUTH CHINESE ORCHESTRA
WILL MARK THE SECOND MUSICAL CELEBRATION. THE PROGRAMME,
JOINTLY PRESENTED BY THE TSUEN WAN TOWN HALL AND THE MUSIC
OFF ICE, UNDER THE BATON OF TONG LEUNG-TAK, WILL FEATURE
A VARIETY OF CHINESE MUSIC.

TICKETS AT $5 AND $10, ARE AVAILABLE NOW FOR BOTH
CONCERTS FROM ALL MUSIC CENTRES OF THE MUSIC OFF ICE.

TICKETS FOR THE HONG KONG YOUTH CHINESE ORCHESTRA AT
;ggEgFgTEEARE ALSO AVAILABLE FROM THE TSUEN WAN TOWN HALL

FOR ENQUIRIES, PLEASE TELEPHONE EITHER 3-7561328 OR
5-283257.
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1981 TRAFFIC TOLL = 478 LIVES
* % %

A TOTAL OF 478 PEOPLE DIED ON THE ROADS IN 1981 WHICH
WAS FOUR TIMES THE NUMBER OF VICTIMS OF MURDER AND
MANSLAUGHTER DURING THE. YEAR.

THE DEPUTY REGIONAL SECRETARY, NEW TERRITORIES, DR RICHARD
BUTLER, DISCLOSED THIS FIGURE TODAY (FRIDAY) BEFORE HE PRESENTED
PRIZES TO WINNERS OF A FOOTDRILL COMPETITION ORGANISED BY THE
ROAD SAFETY ASSOCIATION FOR ITS NT PATROLS,

HE SAID THAT PEOPLE RIGHTLY GOT ALARMED AND ANGRY AT MURDER
AND MANSLAUGHTER IN THE COMMUNITY.

+BUT DO WE GET SUFFICIENTLY ALARMED AND ANGRY ABOUT THE
MUCH MORE NUMEROUS KILLINGS ON OUR ROADS? | AM NOT SURE THAT
WE DO,+ HE SAID,

WITH THE RAPID GROWTH OF THE NEW TOWNS OVER THE YEARS
AHEAD, DR BUTLER SAID THERE WOULD BE MORE ROADS, MORE TRAFF IC
AND MORE NEED FOR ADDITIONAL ROAD SAFETY PATROLS.

+THE NEW TOWNS THAT ARE BEING BUILT SERVE AS A PROUD TRIBUTE
TO THE INDUSTRY, INGENUITY AND PURPOSEFULNESS OF THE PEOPLE

OF HONG KONG,+ HE SAID.

+SHA TIN IS AN EXEMPLAR OF OUR NEW TOWNS AND | NEVER CEASE
TO ADMIRE ITS FINE LAYCUT, ITS BROAD ROADS, ITS PLEASANT

ENVIRONMENT.

+SHA TIN HAS CYCLE TRACKS WHEREBY TO PROTECT CYCLISTS
AND MOTORISTS FROM EACH OTHER AND PEDESTRIAN WALKWAYS WHICH ISOLATE
PEDESTRIANS FROM MOTORISTS.

+BUT INEVITABLY PEDESTRIANS AND MOTORISTS MUST COME INTO
CONTACT WITH EACH OTHER AND THEN THERE IS A DANGER OF CONFLICT.

+THAT 1S WHERE THE GOOD ROAD SENSE WHICH THE ROAD SAFETY
PATROLS INCULCATE INTO THE YOUNG PEOPLE IN THEIR CARE COMES
INTO OPERATION,

+IN THE STRUGGLE AGAINST DEATH ON OUR ROADS THE PATROLS HAVE
LITERALLY A VITAL FUNCTION TO PERFORM, +

DR BUTLER ALSO PAID TRIBUTE TO THE ASSOC!ATION’S +INCREDIBLE
AND UNBROKEN RECORD+ OF PROTECTING YOUNG LIVES FROM THE
DANGERS ON ROADS.
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BOARD OBJECTIVES DISCUSSED
* % % *

THE OBJECTIVES OF THE SHAM SHUI PO DISTRICT BOARD AS
WELL AS ITS MAJOR ACTIVITIES FOR THE NEW FISCAL YEAR, WERE
EJ?ggﬁgga DURING THE BOARD’S FOURTH MEETING THIS (FRIDAY)

AMONG THE BOARD’S OBJECTIVES ARE THE PROMOTION OF THE
DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION SCHEME, AND A RESOLUTION TO KEEP
THE GOVERNMENT ADVISED ON ALL MATTERS AFFECTING THE WELL=~BE ING
OF PEOPLE LIVING IN THE DISTRICT, PARTICULARLY THOSE MATTERS
CONCERNING THE PROVISION AND USE OF PUBLIC FACILITIES AND
SERVICES AND THE ADEQUACY AND PRIORITY OF GOVERNMENT PROGRAMMES
FOR THE DISTRICT. THE BOARD ALSO AIMS TO STRENGTHEN THE
DISTRICT-BASED ORGANISATIONS.

THE DETAILS OF THE OBJECTIVES ARE DEALT WITH BY THREE
SPECIAL COMMITTEES CONCERNED WITH ENVIRONMENTAL, TRAFFIC AND
TRANSPORT AND COMMUNITY BUILDING MATTERS.

THROUGH A SYSTEMATIC APPROACH IN DEALING WITH THESE
MATTERS, THE DISTRICT BOARD EXPECTS TO BE ABLE TO FUNCTION
MORE EFF ICIENTLY AND EFFECTIVELY IN THE FUTURE.

OTHER MATTERS DISCUSSED CONCERNED THE INTENDED PUBL ICATION
OF A DISTRICT NEWSPAPER AND PLANS FOR A VARIETY SHOW FOR
THE ELDERLY IN LEI CHENG UK ESTATE ON MOTHER'S DAY (MAY 9).

THE BOARD MEMBERS ALSO AGREED TO ORGANISE A JOINT SEMINAR

WITH THE MEMBERS OF THE KOWLOON CITY DISTRICT BOARD TO
EXCHANGE VIEWS ON THEIR EXPERIENCES SO AS TO INCREASE THEIR
WORK ING EFF ICIENCY,

ON MATTERS CONCERNING THE ENVIRONMENT, THEY DISCUSSED THE
POSSIBILITY OF PROVIDING ADDITIONAL FACILITIES AND BEAUTIFYING
THE SITTING=OUT AREA NEAR WAl MAN VILLAGE, WHICH IS FREQUENTED
BY NEARBY RESIDENTS AND WORKERS.

e kR AT

TEMPORARY TRAFFIC ARRANGEMENT IN SHA TIN
* ¥ *

FROM SUNDAY (APRIL 18), TwO TRAFFIC LANES ON TAl PO ROAD
NEAR SHA TIN RAILWAY STATION WILL BE CLOSED TO TRAFFIC FOR
23 CONSECUTIVE DAYS BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 8 PM AND € AM TO ALLOW

FOR CONSTRUCTION OF A BRIDGE.

HOWEVER, NORMAL TRAFFIC WILL BE MAINTAINED IN THE ADJACENT
LANES.

AT THE SAME TIME, THE WESTBOUND SLIP ROAD AT SHA TIN RURAL
COMMITTEE ROAD NEAR LEK YUEN ESTATE WILL ALSO BE TEMPORARILY
CLOSED TO TRAFFIC FROM 8 PM ON SUNDAY (APRIL 18) TO 6 AM ON
MONDAY (MAY 10).

DURING THE CLOSURE OF THE SLIP ROAD, BUS ROUTES 70, 70A,
M, 71, 72, 72A, 86, 87, 88, BBA, 88B, 89 AND CROSS-HARBOUR
TUNKNEL Bus = NO. 170"~ WiLL BE DIVERTED VIA YUEN WO ROAD AND
FO TAN ROAD TO REJOIN TAl PO ROAD,

e e R L
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KWAl CHUNG LAUNCHES TREE PLANTING DAY
* % X * ¥

SOME 100 EVERGREEN TREES =— MELALEUCA LEUCADENDRON ~- WERE
PLANTED ALONG THE ROAD SIDE OF KWAI CHUNG ROAD NEAR LAl KING
CATHOL IC SECONDARY SCHOOL TODAY (FRIDAY) BY SCHOOL CHILDREN AND
TSUEN WAN DISTRICT BOARD MEMBERS.

THE DISTRICT=WIDE TREE PLANTING DAY IS JOINTLY ORGANISED BY
THE TSUEN WAN DISTRICT BOARD AND THE NEW TERRITORIES SERVICES
DEPARTMENT WITH THE OBJECT OF IMPROVING THE ENVIRONMENT AND
BEAUTIFYING BARREN SP?TS IN KWAI CHUNG IN CONJUNCTION WITH
THE CURRENT +ME| FA+ (BEAUTIFICATION) PHASE OF THE CLEAN HONG XONG

CAMPA IGN,

OFF ICIATING AT THE TREE PLANTING CEREMONY, THE CHAIRMAN OF
TSUEN WAN DISTRICT BOARD ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENT SUB~COMMITTEE,
MR _HO TZE-PING, SAID THE AIM IS ALSO DIRECTED AT AROUSiNG PUBLIC
INTEREST, ESPECIALLY THE YOUNGER GENERATION, IN CARING FOR TREES,

ACCOMPANIED BY THE URBAN SERVICES OFF ICER OF KWAI CHUNG,
M@ CHAN TAI-YIU, AND OTHER MEMBERS OF THE TSUEN WAN DISTRICT
BOARD, MR HO ALSO PLANTED A YOUNG TREE TO HIGHLIGHT THE EVENT.

b R

GENERAL HOUSEHOLD SURVEY
* % ¥ %

THE CENSUS AND STATISTICS DEPARTMENT CONDUCTS A GENERAL
HOUSEHOLD SURVEY, ON A MONTH-TO-MONTH BASIS.

THE SURVEY STARTED IN AUGUST 1981, AND IS CARRIED QUT ON
A CONTINUOUS BASIS BY PERMANENT STAFF OF THE DEPARTMENT TO
COLLECT INFORMATION ON THE ECONOMIC AND SOC AL CHARACTERISTICS
OF THE POPULATION.

A RANDOM SAMPLE OF ABOUT 5 000 HOUSEHOLDS I8 SELECTED
2223UGHOUT ALL DISTRICTS IN HONG KONG FOR PARTICIPATION IN
SURVEY,

AN OFF ICIAL LETTER, IN BOTH CHINESE AND ENGLISH, 1S FIRST
SENT TO THE SAMPLE HOUSEHOLDS, EXPLAINING THE PURPOSE OF THE
SURVEY AND SEEKING THEIR COOPéRATION. ASSISTANT CENSUS AND SURVEY
OFF ICERS, CARRYING OFF ICIAL IDENTITY CARDS ISSUED BY THE CENSUS
AND STATISTICS DEPARTMENT, WILL THEN VISIT THE SAMPLE HOUSEHOLDS.

A DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN STRESSED THAT ALL INFORMAT ION COLLECTED
IN THE SURVEY IS TREATED AS STRICTLY CONF IDENTIAL AND WILL NOT BE
REVEALED TO ANY PERSON OR ORGANISATION OUTSIDE THE CENSUS AND
STATISTICS DEPARTMENT.
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