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Age limit for one-way permit children to be lifted
% k k % ¥

In response to press enquiries, a government spokesman confirmed today
(Saturday) that the age restriction for mainland children coming to Hong Kong under
the one-way permit system will be lifted from July 1 but the daily quota of one-way
permits will remain at 150 as at present.

The daily quota for one-way permits for Chinese nationals to come and settle in
Hong Kong was increased from 105 to 150 from July last year.

Of the 45 additional places, 30 are given to mainland children who will have
right of abode in Hong Kong after 1997, and the rest to persons separated from their
spouses for 10 years or more.

It was agreed with the Chinese side last year that for the first year of increase,
the additional quota for eligible children would only benefit those outside the school-
age range, that was those who were newly-born to five years old and those between 16
and 20 years old.

The spokesman recalled that the arrangement was introduced to match the entry
of school-aged children with the decline in Hong Kong's secondary school population,
due to begin in 1996-97.

The age restriction in the first year would ensure that school-aged children
would only come at a time when there were vacancies in secondary schools, and
would thus reduce the impact on education services, he added.

End

Closer relations with Guangdong rescue centre to be fostered
k % %k ¥ %

To foster a closer working relation, the Marine Department will soon embark a
programme to exchange search and rescue (SAR) controliers with the Maritime
Rescue Co-ordination Centre (MRCC) in Guangdong, the Director of Marine, Mr Ian
Dale, said today (Saturday).

Speaking at a certificate presentation for the fourth Maritime Search and
Rescue Mission Co-ordinator Course this morning, Mr Dale said during his recent
visit to Beijing, an agreement was reached to exchange SAR controllers between the
Guangdong and Hong Kong MRCCs.
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"An exchange programme between the two neighbouring rescue co-ordination
centres will enhance better understanding and eventually better deployment of
resources on a regional level," Mr Dale said.

"My officers are already in daily contacts with their counterparts in
Guangdong and they can just pick up the phone and call other by his first name.

"Nevertheless the exchange programme will enable the SAR controllers of the
two centres to understand how the system work and team up better with each other."

The Hong Kong MRCC is responsible for the SAR operation both in Hong
Kong waters and the area of South China Sea north of latitude 10 degrees north and
west of longitude 120 degrees east, excluding the immediate coastal waters of

neighbouring states.

Thirteen officers took part in the two-week course which is modelled on the
United States Coast Guard Search and Rescue System. Among them are two marine
officers from Macau while the others come from the Marine Department, the Police,
Fire Services and the Government Flying Services.

Through regular training courses run by the Marine Department, Hong Kong
maintains the necessary reserve of well qualified SAR mission controllers.

Besides keeping a pool of trained marine officers for MRCC, officers of the
Marine Police, Government Flying Service and Fire Services on the course will find it
useful as an additional tool in their professional activities.

The Hong Kong MRCC has full communications capability to undertake SAR
missions for ships in difficulties within about 1,300 kilometres of Hong Kong and in
handling of vessels emergencies within Hong Kong waters.

Hong Kong has done an excellent job in search and rescue operations which

has earned praises from both the International Maritime Organisation and shipping
companies.

End




HAD steps up training to handle building management issues
% %k % % ¥

The Home Affairs Department (HAD) has stepped up training for liaison staff
to improve their skills in dealing with matters involving owners' corporations (OCs),
the Director of Home Affairs, Mrs Shelley Lau, said today (Saturday).

Officiating at the Building Management Seminar' 96, Mrs Lau said training
courses on specific subjects had been designed and guidelines drawn up to help HAD
staff handle public enquiries on building management issues.

Small group discussions and seminars were also organised to enable them to
share their experiences.

Mrs Lau said: "The Home Affairs Department has all along been actively
providing a wide variety of services to encourage and facilitate flat owners to
incorporate themselves.

"The liaison officers of district offices will explain the formation procedures to
the owners.

"To help them convene the formation meeting, district officers will issue
exemption certificates to allow them to obtain free of charge information on the
owners from the Land Registry.

"And after the formation of OCs, the officers will maintain contact with them
and give them advice whenever they encounter problems in managing the building."

Mrs Lau pointed out that many of the over 4,500 OCs in the territory were
formed with the encouragement and assistance of HAD.

Noting that OCs were legal entities established under the Deeds of Mutual
Covenant and the Building Management Ordinance, Mrs Lau said the operation of
corporations required the participation of owners in accordance with the law.

"In this connection, OCs or individual owners should seek legal advice from
professionals in case of legal arguments, although HAD staff will endeavour to render
general advice," she said.

To further owners' understanding of effective building management, HAD has
been organising seminars, workshops, training courses and exhibitions on a regular
basis for flat owners, office-bearers of OCs and mutual aid committee members, in
addition to an annual large scale building management seminar.




i

Booklets, leaflets, and videotapes on building management have also been
produced to promote public understanding of the subject. Members of the public are
welcome to obtain copies of the publications and borrow the videotapes at district
offices.

Meanwhile, HAD has formed Building Management Co-ordination Teams
(BMCTs) to help owners and occupants to resolve building management disputes.

Mrs Lau said: "Nine BMCTs have been formed since 1985. These teams work
closely with other government departments to identify 'target buildings' with serious
management problems for inclusion in an improvement programme."

Among the 1,000 target buildings identified, over 400 have seen promising
improvements after joint action by various government departments, OCs and
individual owners and residents, she noted.

The Building Management Seminar '96 was jointly organised by HAD and the
Housing Department, with more than 800 flat owners, office-bearers of OCs and
mutual aid committees participating.

Five professionals in the field talked on their respective specialities, including
the contracting out of public housing estate management, the security personnel
permit, proper accounting of management fees and special funds, the role of property
managers in building management and legal aspects of building management.

End

New Wan Chai District Officer appointed
RS

Mrs Elaine Tang Tse Yuk-ling will take up the post of Wan Chai Distriet
Officer on Monday (May 20), replacing Mrs Karen Pong Leung Kwok-hing.

Mrs Tang, aged 35, joined the Government as an Administrative Officer in
1987 and was promoted to Senior Administrative Officer in 1994.

She has served in the former Medical and Health Department, Transport Branch
and Civil Service Branch.

Her last posting was as a member of the 1996 Administrative Officer
Recruitment Board.

End
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Fresh water cut in Sha Tin
k %k %k %k %

Fresh water supply to some premises in Sha Tin will be temporarily suspended
from 11 pm on Tuesday (May 21) to 6 am the following day for waste detection work
on water mains.

The suspension will affect all premises along Au Pui Wan Street, Wo Heung
Street, Wo Shui Street, Wu Lui Hang Road and Min Fong Street in Fo Tan.

End

Hong Kong Monetary Authority money market operations
% % % % %

Cumulative
Time change

$ mill b S milli

Opening balance in the account 3.460 09:30 -1,300

Closing balance in the account 2,082 10:00 -1,300

Change attributable to: 11:00 -1,300
Money market activity -1,300 11:30 -1,300
LAF today -78

LAF rate 4.00% bid/6.00% offer TWI 123.8 *-0.1* 18.5.96

End




Governor's "Letter to Hong Kong"
* %k %k k %

Following is the full text of the Governor, the Rt Hon Christopher Patten's
broadcast on RTHK's "Letter to Hong Kong" this (Sunday) morning:

I got home from Seattle last weekend reasonably pleased about how my trip to
Canada and the United States had gone. I'd spoken to big and interested audiences
everywhere. ' I'd met most of the leaders in both countries. In Canada, the government
had made clear that they were prepared in principle to concede visa-free access for
SAR passports holders, but they needed more reassurance from us about the
returnability of any travellers who were breaking the rules, and from China they
needed - we all do - more information about right of abode. In America, President
Clinton's Administration - faced with considerable domestic criticism of China, whose
standing according to the polls is lower today in the eyes of American people than it
was in the aftermath of Tiananmen - members of the Administration told me that they
greatly valued my help in pressing the case for unconditional renewal of China's MFN
status on Capitol Hill.

Any reading of the Canadian and American press would have also told you that

North American audiences regarded me as optimistic about Hong Kong after 1997 -
"warily optimistic" in the "New York Times" headline phrases - but there was quite a
bit of doubt about whether that optimism was justified by recent events.

The united front demonstrators who greeted me on my return had, however,
another view of my visit, and that was reflected by some parts of the media which
travel with them from time to time. As I accepted their petitions, recognising a
number of familiar faces from other orchestrated "demos", I couldn't help wondering
why they were shouting at me rather than having a good old rant down in Happy
Valley. Consider, after all, what their main message was.

First, they accused me of "internationalising" Hong Kong. As I've said before,

in the long history of nonsense this charge gets a chapter all to itself. Hong Kong is a
great international city. It's future is a matter of huge interest.
International interest. That interest is going to grow, partly because all around the
world people are going to regard the way Peking treats Hong Kong after 1997 as one
of the acid tests of how China is going to behave internationally in the years ahead.

If you don't believe me on that, just listen to what some of China's most distinguished
leaders themselves have said on exactly the same lines.

Second, those professional demonstrators also charged me with bad-mouthing
Hong Kong, of selling Hong Kong short. Nothing could be further from the truth.
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I put the case for Hong Kong as vigorously as I know how. I pointed out how
we'd defied gloomy predictions in the past, how our economy continued to grow
strongly based on secure foundations, how the natural entrepreneurialism and
resilience of people in Hong Kong and their deep commitment to the values and
institutions of what Americans call civil society - professions, charities, the rule of
law, free newspapers, responsible democratic action, accountable and clean
government - all that, I said, would see Hong Kong through any choppy waters in the
next few years. No one, I said, repeating the old adage, had ever made any money out
of betting against Hong Kong.

But what's all that about choppy waters? Unfortunately it's the stretch of sea on
which the words and deeds of some Chinese officials and China's advisers have
focused most international and conceivably domestic attention recently. You see what
[ and other defenders of Hong Kong find ourselves doing is trying to repair some of
the damage done to Hong Kong and to our image by the events of recent weeks and
months.

Typically, Americans - already worried about Taiwan, weapons proliferation,
intellectual property theft, and human rights in China - asked about the closing down
of LegCo, the threat to throttle the Bill of Rights, the political neutrality of the civil
service and the independence of the judiciary. At every meeting I attended, question
after question enquired about Hong Kong's autonomy, freedom and prosperity if the
Legislative Council, the judiciary and the civil service were in Peking's pocket and if
the protection of civil liberties here were to be scrapped. Why these questions? You
know why they were asked. Just remember the newspaper headlines in March and
April reporting on Chinese statements and actions. The damage to Hong Kong is done
by those who make the threats not by those who do their best to answer them.

I repeat - if you don't believe me, read the reports of the people who were at
those meetings, listening to the questions being asked. Hear what they have to say.
It's the oldest trick in the book, to try to shift the blame for exceedingly ill-judged
actions onto the shoulders of those who have to deal with their consequences.

There were two other criticisms on the united front charge sheet. First, that I'd
accused big businessmen of - and I quote - "betraying" Hong Kong and its freedoms.
Leave aside the fact, quite a big fact when you come to think of it, that I've never, ever
used that word, and come to the nub of what I've actually said. And that is quite
simple. I've said that it's a pity that those members of the Preparatory Committee who
clearly have not underestimated the importance of the value of freedom and the rule of
law for themselves seem reluctant to stand up for those things for Hong Kong as a
whole. But I'll take that back, I'll do so with enthusiasm, when someone on the
Committee - anyone - speaks out for dialogue with the democrats not confrontation,
speaks up for human rights in Hong Kong, stands up to fellow members who in the .
last few weeks have called into question the neutrality of the civil service and the
independence of the judges.




What do you think that American audiences make of the handful of Hong
Kongers who have been there recently to say that no one in Hong Kong cares about
democracy and human rights? What do you think they make of those who have said
that America and the rest of the world should turn a blind eye to any problems in Hong
Kong after 1997?

I hope there won't be any problems. That's what I said in America. And I said,
too, that even if there were, Hong Kong would come through them, survive and
prosper. This great city, created by individual men and women working within the
law, a city which was built by business flair and acumen, will I'm sure take every
challenge in its stride.

But it will be helped to do so by the interest and support of the rest of the
world, including Britain. The Joint Declaration commits Britain by treaty to a special
moral responsibility for 50 years after 1997 - not an extension of sovereignty, or of
meddling in China's affairs - but a responsibility for speaking out if any of the
promises made to Hong Kong are broken. I hope they won't be. I refuse to get drawn
into the assumption that they will be. Some of my audiences this month have raised
an eyebrow at that. But I believe that all will eventually turn out well, because as I've
said over and over again, I believe in the people of Hong Kong - their energy, courage,
commitment and talent. '

That was my message in North America. And it will be my message in Europe
and Japan when I visit later in the year. On those visits, I hope that the water won't
have been muddied by others quite as much as it was over the last few weeks. But in

any event I'll do my best to speak up and speak out for Hong Kong - now, then, and

always.
End

HK to participate in textile council meeting
% % ok ok k

The Deputy Director-General of Trade, Mr Tam Wing-pong, will head a Hong
Kong delegation to attend the council meeting of the International Textiles and
Clothing Bureau (ITCB) to be held in Bangkok, Thailand, next week to discuss a
common position on textile matters for consideration in the World Trade Organisation
(WTO) first Ministerial Conference in Singapore in December.

Starting from tomorrow (Monday) and lasting for five days, the ITCB meeting
will be of particular importance in view of the completion of the first year of the
implementation of the WTO Agreement on Textiles and Clothing (ATC), which came
into effect in January last year to integrate the textiles and clothing sector into the
multilateral trading system, and in view of the forthcoming WTO Ministerial

Conference.




The 23rd since its establishment in 1985, the meeting will discuss the
formulation of intcgration proposals for the second stage, the functioning of the
Textiles Monitoring Body (TMB), the operation of rules of origin, and preparation for
the WTO Ministerial Conference.

Mr Tam will attend the second Senior Officials Meeting of the Asia Pacific
Economic Co-operation (APEC) in Cebu, the Philippines next Wednesday before
joining the Hong Kong delegation at the ITCB meeting in Bangkok on May 23.

ITCB is an inter-governmental organisation established to achieve the
elimination of discrimination and protectionism directed against the textiles and
clothing exports of its members in the world market, to achieve the full application of
GATT rules and principles, and to assist its members in ensuring that their rights
under the Multi-Fibre Arrangement (MFA) are effectively enforced.

Membership of ITCB is open to all developing countries and territories
exporting textiles and clothing. At present, there are 22 members, including China,
Hong Kong and Macau.

As a major exporter of textiles and clothing, Hong Kong has benefited from its
participation in ITCB which helped to unite the developing countries and territories
during the Uruguay Round of multilateral trade negotiations and contributed to the
conclusion of WTO ATC.

With the establishment of WTO, ITCB continues to play an important role in
monitoring and pursuing the fruitful implementation of ATC in integrating the textiles
and clothing sector into the WTO regime through a 10-year transitional period to
phase out quantitative restrictions under MFA.

End

DGT to attend APEC senior officials meeting in Cebu
%k %k k *

The Director-General of Trade, Mr Tony Miller, will depart for Cebu, the
Philippines, tomorrow (Monday) to attend this year's second Senior Officials Meeting
of the Asia Pacific Economic Co-operation (APEC) to be held between May 22 and 25
to review work progress in preparing for the implementation of the APEC goal of free
trade and investment by 2010/2020.

Mr Miller will lead a Hong Kong delegation comprising officials from the
Trade and Industry Branch, the Financial Services Branch, the Industry Department,
the Customs and Excise Department, the Government Supplies Department, the
Department of Health and the Trade Department.
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Hosted by the Philippines, the 1996 APEC Chair, the second Senior Officials
Meeting will be tasked to review work progress in the preparation of the individual
action plans by APEC member economies, basing on the format agreed at the first
senior officials meeting held in February, for implementing the Osaka Action Agenda
in respect of trade and investment liberalisation and facilitation.

Another major task will be to prepare for the APEC Trade Ministers Meeting
which will be held in Christchurch, New Zealand, in July for APEC member
economies to exchange views on the agenda of the World Trade Organisation
Singapore Ministerial Conference in December.

The second Senior Officials Meeting will be preceded by a series of meetings
including those of the Expert Group on Mutual Recognition Arrangements on Food
Products, the Tariff Database Task Force, the Sub-committee on Customs Procedures,
the Sub-committee on Standards and Conformance, the Expert Group on Government
Procurement, the Economic Committee, and the Committee on Trade and Investment.
The various APEC fora will report to the Senior Officials Meeting.

After the second Senior Officials Meeting and the Trade Ministers Meeting in
Christchurch in July, APEC will hold the third Senior Official Meeting in August and
the fourth Senior Officials Meeting in October before this year's Ministerial Meeting
and Economic Leaders Meeting in November.

Member economies of APEC are Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Canada, Chile,
the People's Republic of China, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Japan, the Republic of Korea,
Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, the Philippines, Singapore,
Chinese Taipei, Thailand and the United States.

End

1996 voter registration to close on June |
* % % % %

The 1996 voter registration exercise will close on June 1, a spokesman for the
Registration and Electoral Office (REO) said today (Sunday).

In order to update the register, he said, REO had since April made enquiries in
relation to some 46,000 electoral records which had been identified as possibly
outdated.




Enquiry letters have been sent by registered mail to the last known residential
address of these electors and, where applicable, their business address, seeking
updated information. The spokesman reminded those who had not responded to these
letters should do so immediately.

If there are no replies from them by June 1, their names would, in accordance
with the law, be included in the proposed omission list in the Provisional Register to
be published before June 22.

Unless they raise a successful claim with the Revising Officer in accordance
with the relevant statutory procedures, their names would be excluded from the 1996
final register to be published before August 8.

"Updating of our voter register relies, to a large extent, on the initiative of the
electors themselves to report any changes of their particulars to us.

"Electors are requested to report any such changes to the REO promptly," said
the spokesman, urging eligible persons to register as electors.

Voter registration forms are available at REO on the 10th floor, Harbour
Centre, Harbour Road, Wan Chai, and they can also be obtained at district offices,
housing estate offices, post offices, tertiary education institutions, secondary schools

and youth centres.

For those who have not yet registered to be included in the 1996 register, their
completed voter registration forms must reach REO on or before the June 1 deadline.

End

Efforts to speed up restaurant licensing
* % % %k *

The Buildings Department has set up a special team of staff to speed up the
vetting of premises proposed to be used as restaurants.

It is expected that all the outstanding applications for restaurant licence,
currently standing at some 700, will be processed by the Department by the end of
July this year. A total of 27 professional and technical officers have been temporarily
redeployed from other units to assist the 11 officers in the Licensing Unit.

The acting Assistant Director of Buildings (Specialist), Mr Leung Shiu-hong,
said today (Sunday) that the Department was determined to speed up the process.
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Mr Leung explained that all applications were first submitted to the respective
licensing authority - the Urban Services Department or Regional Services Department.

An application vetting panel will then be convened, where staff of the
respective licensing authority, the Buildings Department and Fire Services Department
will make joint site inspections and meet individual applicants to discuss their
applications.

"For all the first-time applications, the Buildings Department is able to achieve
a targeted standard of informing the applicants of the results and licensing
requirements within 30 days of the application," Mr Leung said.

As to the re-submitted applications, Mr Leung pointed out that longer
processing time would be needed, mainly because of the extra time required for
vetting remedial proposals and verifying compliance with the requirements under the
Buildings Ordinance.

"We have to be satisfied with the public safety standard of the restaurant
premises before recommending the approval of the applications," Mr Leung said.

For a long term solution, the Buildings Department, in consultation with the
licensing authorities, is reviewing the current system with a view to streamlining work
practices and improving efficiency.

"Our primary concern is to protect building safety. We will not compromise
this principle just for the sake of speeding up the vetting process time, but we will try
our best to maintain the required safety standards while maximising our efficiency,"
Mr Leung added.

End

Placement service for redundant teachers
¥k ok % k %

The Education Department's Placement Service to help redundant teachers in
aided primary schools obtain new teaching posts has been re-activated this Month.

People's moving from urban areas to new towns and the decline of primary
school-age population in individual areas are the major reasons leading to the
reduction in the number of operating classes in schools.
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The Placement Service Unit, which is re-activated for a few months each year,
will assist teachers who will become redundant as a result of reduction of classes in
September to seek employment in other aided primary schools where teaching
vacancies exist.

Redundant teachers who require assistance by the department are invited to
register with the Placement Service at Room 611, sixth floor, Kowloon Government
Offices, 405 Nathan Road, Kowloon, from 9 am to 12.45 pm and from 2.15 pm to 4.45
pm on the dates as specified below:

AT R e e ol

Hong Kong May 27 (Monday)
Kowloon May 28 (Tuesday)
New Territories (West) May 29 (Wednesday)
New Territories (East) May 30 (Thursday)

Redundant teachers should bring along the following documents for registration
with the Placement Service:

Education Department's letter to redundant teachers on the date of
registration;

* Original and copy of the redundant teacher's registration form;

For enquiries on the Placement Service, teachers of the Hong Kong and
Kowloon regions may call 2782 7038 while teachers of the New Territories should
call 2782 7039 or 2782 7037.

End

44 new building plans approved in March

* ok k % %

The Buildings Department approved 44 building plans in March - 13 for Hong
Kong Island, nine for Kowloon and 22 for the New Territories.

They include 19 for apartment and apartment/commercial developments, seven
for commercial developments, 10 for factory and industrial developments, and eight
for community services developments.
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In the same month, consent was given for work to start on 38 building projects,
involving 49,232 square metres of usable domestic floor area and 104,349 square
metres of usable non-domestic floor area. During the same period, the department also
issued 26 Occupation Permits - seven for Hong Kong Island, seven for Kowloon and
12 for the New Territories.

Of the buildings certified for occupation in the month, the usable floor areas for
domestic and non-domestic uses are 20,493 square metres and 78,244 square metres
respectively.

The declared cost of new buildings completed in the month totalled about 1,407
million.

In addition, 12 demolition consents involving 18 buildings and structures were
issued.

The Buildings Department's Control and Enforcement Division received 662
complaints of unauthorised building works, and issued 523 Removal Orders on
unauthorised works.

Organisations reminded to apply for flag days
* k k & ¥

Charitable organisations wishing to hold flag days next year are reminded to
apply to the Social Welfare Department (SWD) before the end of this month.

About 50 flag days will be allocated in 1997.

"Applicants must be bona-fide non-profit-making charitable organisations
registered under Section 88 of the Inland Revenue Ordinance,” a spokesman for the
department said today (Sunday).

"All applications will be considered by the Subventions and Lotteries Fund
Advisory Committee on the merits of the service or the special projects for which
fund-raising through a flag day is proposed, the applicant organisation's financial
needs, and its ability to execute such fund-raising activities," the spokesman said.
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He emphasised that expenses in connection with a flag day should not exceed
10 per cent of the gross receipts, and that successful applicants need to observe the
conditions for holding flag days as laid down on a public subscription permit issued
under the Summary Offences Ordinance.

Application forms can be obtained from the SWD Headquarters at Room 920,
ninth floor, Wu Chung House, 213 Queen's Road East, Wan Chai, in person or in
writing.

The completed form, together with a copy of the organisation’s latest report and
statement of audited accounts, must reach SWD on or before May 31. Late
applications will not be entertained. Successful applicants will be informed by
October.

Enquiries can be made on 2892 5315.

Fresh water cut in Tsuen Wan and San Po Kong
ok %k ok ¥k

Fresh water supply to some premises in Tsuen Wan and San Po Kong will be
temporarily suspended from 11 pm on Wednesday (May 22) to 6 am the following day
for waste detection work on water mains.

In Tsuen Wan, the suspension will affect all premises in the area bounded by
Tsuen Wing Street, Texaco Road, Tsuen Kwai Street and Tsuen Wah Street, including
Kowloon Panda Hotel.

In San Po Kong, the suspension will affect all premises in the area bounded by

Po Kong Village Road, Po Kong Lane, Shung Wah Street, Sheung Fung Street, Lung
Fung Street, Shatin Pass Road and Fung Tak Road and Ying Fung Lane.

End






