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3RD INLAND REVENUE ORDINANCE REVIEW COMMITTEE
ke kRE

A Government spokesman announced this evening that the Third
Inland Revenue Ordinance Review Committee would start work on the 15th June
next and would submit its report and recomgiendations to the Gﬁvernﬁr within
six months from that date.

The Chairman of the Committee is to be Mr. J.A. Johnstone who was,
until September-1973, & Cummissioner of Inland Revenue in the United Kingdom.
He has a wide knowledge of income tax law and practice and, in recent years,
has specialised in the field of comparative taxation. In addition, he was
secretary to the 1955 Royal Commission on the Taxation of Profits and
Income (the Radcliffe Commission). Since retiring from the Board of Inland
Revenue, he has been adviser to a United Kingdom Association of Building
Trade Employers.

The Secretary will be Mr. A.D, Duffy, 0.B.E,, who served in the

Inland Revenue Department for 25 years. He was Commissioner of Inland

Revenue between 1963 and 1972 and was also a member of the Second Inland

The pert-time members of the Committee are -
The Honourable Q.W. Lee., O.B.E.
Member of Legislative Council;j
Mrs. Susan Yuen, 0.B.E., of the
Federation of Hong Kong Industries and
the Hong Kong Management Association;j
Mr, K.A., Miller., C.A.; who was, until recently,
a practising member of the accountancy profession and
is now in private business in Hong Kong;
Dr. Y.Ce Jao, Senior Lecturer in Economics

at the University of Hong Kong.
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Commenting on the appointment ﬁf the Review Committee, the
Financial Secretary, Mr. Philip Haddon-Cave said thst an examination of the
basic structure of the Inland Revenue Ordinence was necessary to make it
more productive of revenue in the interests of maintaining tax rates as
low as possible. At the same time, he said, our direct tex system must
be simple and inexpensive to administer."
The terms of reference of the Committee are as follows:

Having regard to the economic circumstances of Hong Kong which

dictate -

(a) a comparatively low level of direct taxation;

(b) that the system at given tax rates should be as productive
of rovenuc as possible; and

(¢) that the relevent legislation should be simple and
inexpensive to administer;

To consider the present system of taxation of profits and other

forms of income contained in the Inland Revenue Ordinance, and in particular =

(a) the system of voluntary ﬁggrugation under Personal Assessment;
() the texation of husbands and wives;
(c) the treatment of dividends and its relation to the taxation
of corporate profits;
the treatment of interest and the relief for interest paid;
the territorial smbit of the various charges (having regard,
inter slia, to the effects of changing commercial practices
and recent case law);
the taxation of benefits in kind;
the notional basis Df-tﬂu propcrtf tax charguj
the taxation of specific classes of taxpayer, including
profits from shipping;
the adcquacy of existing relief for expenses incurred by
businesses and cmpluyuﬁa.
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TOPLEY OPENS NEW SECONDS
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A new $6 million private non-profit-meking school in Hammer Hill
Road, Kowlcoz - Pooi Tun Secondary School - was opened by the Director of
Education, Mr. Kenneth Topley, this afternocon.

The Government's contribution took the form of an interest-free
loan of #4,4 million and a free grant of site to the sponsoring body, the
Christian Missions in Many Lands.

The 2h-classroom school came into operztion in 1974 when part of
the premises was completed and a temporary occupation permit was issued.

The school has an ultra-modern assembly hall, a good number of
specis]l rooms and playgrounds. The school comes under the current scheme

of bought places and a per caput grant.

"this is indecd yet another example of what can be done to promote

education in Hong Kong with full cc-operation between a good sponsoring body
and the Govermment," said Mr. Topley in his speech at the opening ceremony.

He noted that the sponsoring body had been engaged in aducation
work in Hong Kong for nearly 20 years.

The Christian Missions in Many Lands run three kindergartens and
five primary schools with a total enrolment of over 6,000. With the
enrolment of Pooi Tun taken into account, the Missions are catering to the
nceds of well over 7,000, which was an impressive figure, the Director said.

Mr. Topley took the opportunity to stress the importance of
determining the aims of education in the context of modern life and to

outline briefly what he considered to be broad aims of education.
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He said: ""As I see it, education means much more than teaching
children to scquire certain skills and to learn certain faects. It is
concerned-with the whole child - his physical, mental and spiritual growth;
his feelings; attitudes znd relationships; his. character and his personality."

Mr, Topley added that education was the sum total of 'our learning
which in turn is the result of our experience. Experience, in its usually
accepted sense, begins et birth and continues throughout life, and it 1is
gained in whatever place we happen to be, and from all the things that we

perceive and the people whom we encounter."




5..

#500,000 ALLOCATED FROM LI PO CHUN FUND
oo

Half 2 million dollars from the Li Po Chun Charitable
Fund were mede available to worthy students and people in distres:
during the year ende@ last August.

Of the total sum, $250,000 was awarded as scholarships
to students to underteke studies locally and abroad.

Another #249,800 was allocated to the Social Welfare
for providing temporary relief to people in distress who
adecuate assistance from other sources.

The Li Po Chun Charitable Trust Fund was establishec

is sdministered by a Committee chaired by the Secrete

The fund.consists of a number of shares in local
1nted by the late Mr. Li Po-chun, together with dividends
shares.

Scholarships arec-available for students at the universitics,

the Polytechnic, technical institutes, pre-vocational &chools and

middle schools.
rear, a post=graduste scholarship was awarded to
up a course of o study at the University of Leeds.
Of the sums allocated to help the necdy, the largest amount,

over £92,000, w:s distributed as grants to those whose circumstances

not covered by the provisions of the public assistance scheme.

The second largest sum, amounting to over #84,710, was dishursed

L=
zs temporery grants for rent and other essential payments,

N
faul

Grants for removal and re-accommodation, resite-hut con-

uction and schcol fees together amounted to over §69,000.
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YOUNGSTERS TO CLEAN UP FOOTPATH
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A stone-paved country path once used by villagers over

hundred years ago to travel from Kowloon City to Sha Tin is now being

repaired and clezned up as part of the Government's Countryside
Recreational Development Programme.
Much has been done by the Agriculture and Fisheries
to realipn and improve the path, which joine with Lion
Rock Park at Lung Cheung Road,

-

Concrete steps have been constructed at the steeper secti

benches are being installed. A rain shelter will

later this venr,
On Monday and Tuesday (Merch 1 and 2), 6C young voluntecrs

by the Wong Tai Sin City District Office will

litter which has accumulated on the path. On Wednesday
will plant trees z2long the sides of the path.
A spokesman for the hgripulture and Fisheries Depa
the foot-path was fast becoming a popular country track for
morning walkers but had been spoiled by soil erosion and dunping of
by nearby squatters.
The work now being carried out will provide residents in

urban arcas with a convenient and pleasant walk to the countrvside

9 2
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THO CROWN LaND LOTS UP FOR SALE
W ok kR
Two lots of Crown land will be put up for sale by auction
on March 26 (Friday) at 2.30 p.m. in the lecture room, 8th floor,

City Hall.
One of the lots is at Chung Hom Kok Road, Hong Kong. It
measures 12,800 sq.ft. and is earmarked for private residential purposes.
The other lot, measuring 782 sq.ft., is at 290 Temple
Street, Kowloon. R is for non-industrial purposes.

Full particulars and conditions of sale may be obtained

from the Public Enquiry Sub-office, Central Government Offices (West

Wing), ground floor, Hong Kong, and at the Crown Lands and Survey

Office, Kowloon Government Offices, 405 Nathan Road, 10th floor,

Kowloon.

Szle plans can also be inspected at these offices.

FESRGRCIOR T o PSSR Y
PRESS CONFERENCE ON TRAINING SURVEYS
L 2 8 & 8 8 & 2
The Hong Kong Training Council's Committce

Note to Editors:
on Training in Commerce and Services will

ElVC &
press conference at 2.70 p.m. on Wednesday (March 3)
in the G.I.S. Theatre on the upcoming surveys into the
training needs and problems in these important scctors.
Mr. Raymond Neale of the Hong Kong Polytechnic,
Chairman of the Committee, will announce details of
the surveys = the first of their kind in this
field. Members of the Committee will also be present.
You are cordially invited to attend the press
confecrence.
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The Social Welfare Department's Western District Cormunity
Centre is to organise a "Family Carnival" for residents in the district
tomorrow (Sunday).

About 3,000 people from the age of five to 80 will be

tained in the Carnival, which will take place at the 5t. Louls

on Third Street, Sai Ying Pun, beginning at 2.30 p.m.

There will be 16 games stalls and a number of food stalls
Apart from lucky draws, there will be a variety show featuring
other things = lion dance, Cantonese Opera and Karate and Yoga
demonstrations.
Mr. Mui Kan-kit, Community and Youth Officer for Central and
Western Districts, will officiate at the opening ceremony for the Carnival.
veisees

Note to editors: You are cordially invited to cover the function.






