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Residents' support needed for district improvement
* k% % X

It is absolutely necessary for the Government to know the views of local
residents and have their support in order to improve living environment and
community facilities in the districts, the Director of Home Affairs, Mrs Shelley Lau
said today (Saturday).

Speaking at the opening ceremony of the Sai Kung District Festival, Mrs Lau
thanked the Sai Kung District Board and local leaders for organising cultural and
recreational activities for local inhabitants.

She also praised them for reflecting the residents' opinion through the Sai Kung
District Office to the Government.

She pointed out that over the past year, the Sai Kung District Office, other
government departments and local bodies had achieved remarkable results in the area
of housing, community facilities and rural environmental improvement.

Mrs Lau cited the completion of Hong Kong's largest golf centre, the Kau Sai
Public Golf Centre, which would not only provide healthy recreational activities for
residents but also benefit the district by promoting tourism.

Referring to the Rural Planning and Improvement Strategy (RPIS) Minor
Works projects, Mrs Lau noted that nine major RPIS projects, such as the provision of
water supply at Tung Lung Island, were completed in the past year at a total cost of
$10 million.

In conclusion, Mrs Lau said: "We will continue to work hard to strive for the

early implementation of the construction of the MTR extension to Tseung Kwan O
and the district hospital."

End
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Direct visa application extended
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As from Monday (February 26), overseas applicants may apply for visit and
transit visas to Hong Kong directly from the Immigration Department, it is announced
today (Saturday).

Starting from October 1994, people from overseas can apply for visas to enter
Hong Kong for employment, residence and study to the Hong Kong Immigration
Department either directly by post or through a local sponsor, as an alternative to
submitting applications through the British Visa Posts overseas.

This direct visa application machinery is now extended to cover visits and
transits, as part of the department's plans to improve customer services. Visa
application forms with guidance notes are obtainable from the department and the
British Visa Posts.

"The new arrangement does not apply to applications from residents in China
and Taiwan, the procedures for which will remain as at present," a spokesman of the
department stressed.

For enquiries, members of the public may telephone 2824 6111 or use the
faxline 2877 7711.

End
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Firing practice in March
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Firing practice will take place at the Ha Tsuen/Castle Peak Range on seven
days this month. The public is advised not to enter the area when red flags are hoisted.

Following are the dates and times for the firing practice:
Date Time

March 7 (Thursday) 8.30 am - 5 pm
March 14 (Thursday) : 8.30 am - 5 pm
March 25 (Monday) 8.30 am - 5 pm
March 26 (Tuesday) 8.30 am - 5 pm
March 27 (Wednesday) 830 am- 5 pm
March 28 (Thursday) 8.30 am - 5 pm
March 29 (Friday) 8.30 am - 5 pm

Hong Kong Monetary Authority money market operations
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Cumulative
Time change

$ million (hours) $ million

Opening balance in the account 2,771 09:30 +30

Closing balance in the account 1,956 10:00 +30

Change attributable to: 11:00 +30
Money market activity +30 11:30 +30
LAF today -845

LAF rate 4.00% bid/6.00% offer TWI 123.2 *-0.1* 24.2.96




Fund-raising schedule for March
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Eight organisations have been granted permission to raise funds next month, a
spokesman for the Social Welfare Department (SWD) said today (Sunday).

They will either sell flags, tokens or similar items, or place donation boxes in
designated public places.

Members of the public can call the Department's hotline 2343 2255 in case of
doubt.

Any organisation planning to hold activities involving collection of money or
sale or exchange for donation of badges, tokens or similar articles in a public place for
charitable purposes should apply for a public subscription permit from SWD.

The spokesman appealed to organisers to take precautions against any possible
fraud.

"Sellers should display the permit or carry copies of the permit for inspection
upon request if the fund-raising is mobile," he said.

The spokesman also advised them to prepare guidelines for sellers, setting out
the places and the times for selling and the collection points for bags.

"Organisers should inform the Police in case of loss of property, and seek their
help when fraudulent acts, such as tampering of collection bags or making

unauthorised selling, are found," he added.

Permits are given to the following organisations for raising funds next month:

Flag Day

te Jrgani
March 2 Fung Kai Public School
March 9 The Lok Sin Tong Benevolent Society, Kowloon
March 16 Hong Kong Blind Union
March 23 The Salvation Army

March 30 Hong Kong PHAB Association




Event Day Jreanisation

March 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31 Jesus is Lord School of Ministry (HK) Ltd

March 9 Guideposts Kindergarten (Guideposts Educational
Foundation Ltd)

March 30 Sowers Action






