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NEWLY-CREATED RECREATION AND SPORT SERVICE
OFF TO A GOOD START
* %K X %k X %

+QUANTITY, QUALITY AND MASS PARTICIPATION+ 1S THE
MOTTO OF THE NEWLY-CREATED RECREATION AND SPORT SERVICE WHICH
HAS GOT OFF TO AN IMPRESSIVE START.,

RESPONSE TO THE ACTIVITIES MOUNTED BY THE FIRST SIX
DISTRICT RECREATION AND SPORTS OFFICERS IN HONG KONG, KOWLOON
AND THE NEW TERRITORIES HAS BEEN OVERWHELMING.

+THIS INDICATES THAT WE CAN DO MUCH TO STIMULATE THE
PUBLIC?’S INTEREST IN PHYSICAL RECREATION AND SPORTS,+ SAID
MISS E.S. MAIR, CHIEF RECREATION AND SPORTS OFF ICER.

MISS MAIR SAID THAT THE RECREATION AND SPORT SERVICE,
SET UP ON OCTOBER 2, WAS CONCENTRATING ON PROVIDING RECREATION AND
SPORTS FOR AS MANY PEOPLE AS POSSIBLE AT THE DISTRICT LEVEL.

+THE DISTRICT RECREATION AND SPORTS OFFICERS NOT ONLY
CATER FOR SCHOOL DROP-OUTS AND FACTORY WORKERS BUT ALSO FOR
" OLDER PEOPLE AND THE HANDICAPPED,+ SHE SAID.

TO THIS END, SHE WENT ON, MORE OPPORTUNITIES FOR GAMES
AND SPORTS MUST BE PROVIDED., +HOWEVER, THERE IS ALWAYS THE
PROBLEM OF LACK OF SPACE AND FACILITIES TO MEET EXISTING NEEDS.+

AS A SOLUTION, THE SERVICE PLANS TO MAKE FULL USE OF ALL
EXISTING FACILITIES FOR PHYSICAL RECREATION.

UNDER THE PLAN, GOVERNMENT AND NON-GOVERNMENT SCHOOL PREMISES
ARE TO BE MADE AVAILABLE OUTSIDE NORMAL SCHOOL HOURS FOR SPORTS AND
GAMES FOR THE PUBLIC.

- +THE IDEA BEHIND THIS IS TO OPEN UP EVERY POSSIBLE .
VENUE FOR PHYSICAL RECREATION,+ SAID MISS MAIR, ADDING

THAT THE PLAN WOULD CERTAINLY HELP MAKE UP FOR THE PRESENT.
INADEQUACY OF SPORTS FACILITIES IN HONG KONG.

SHE NOTED THAT SINCE THE RECREATION AND SPORTS SERVICE
CAME INTO BEING,THERE WAS A HEAVY DEMAND ‘FOR INDOCR PHYSICAL
RECREATIONAL FACILITIES,

SHE SAID THAT SOME SPORTS AND GAMES, LIKE GYMNASTICS,
DANCING, TABLE TENNIS AND BADMINTON, COULD BEST BE PLAYED IN
A COVERED SURROUNDING SUCH:AS A SCHOOL HALL.

/-rWCHEN H’OSTLY sesgas
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+WOMEN MOSTLY PREFER TO PLAY IN AN INDOOR VENUE
RATHER THAN AN OPEN PLAYGROUND WHERE SPECTATORS AND ’CRITICS®
ARE AROUND,+

HOWEVER, MISS MAIR WAS OF THE OPINION THAT SUCH PROBLEMS
AS MAINTENANGE, DAMAGE AND CARETAKING WOULD HAVE TO BE SOLVED
FIRST BEFORE SCHOOL FACILITIES WERE OPENED FQR THIS PURPOSE.

+0BVIOUSLY, THE USE OF SCHOOL FACILITIES MUST BE CLOSELY
CONTROLLED AND SUPERVISED AND WE ARE PREPARED TO DO EVERYTHING
IN OUR POWER TO MAKE THE PLAN WORKABLE AND VIABLE. I[N VIEW OF THIS,
A MINIMUM AND REASONABLE FEE SHOULD BE CHARGED FOR THE USE OF THE
FACILITIES,+ SHE SAID.

MISS MAIR DESCRIBED SCHOOLS OPENED UP IN THIS MANNER
AS ’COMMUNITY CENTRES IN MINIATURE’. '

THESE MUCH-NEEDED'FACILITIES WOULD PROVE TO BE VERY
VALUABLE AND POPULAR WITH PEOPLE FROM ALL AGE GROUPS WHO MAY
WISH TO PLAY GAMES AND SPORTS DURING' THEIR LEISURE HOURS, :
SHE ADDED. , .

INDEED, EVEN MOTHERS WITH VERY YOUNG CHILDREN WOULD
WELCOME THE PLAN. : '

+|F ENOUGH SPACE CAN BE FOUND, MOTHERS CAN TAKE PART
IN "KEEP FIT’” STYLE CLASSES WHILE CHILDREN CAN BE LOOKED
AFTER BY SKILLED SUPERVISORS WHO WILL PROVIDE THEM WITH SOME
SORT OF MEANINGFUL GAMES. THIS IDEA WOULD PARTICULARLY APPEAL
TO MOTHERS IN VARIOUS HOUSING ESTATES,+ SHE SAID, ,

MISS MAIR REVEALED THAT THE GOVERNMENT HAD ALHEADY-TAKEN

THE LEAD IN OPENING UP SCHOOL PREMISES FOR PUBLIC USE, .

AT PRESENT, THE VICTORIA TECHNICAL SCHOOL’S HALL IS
USED OUTSIDE NORMAL SCHOOL HOURS FOR THEORY CLASSES IN THE
TRAINING OF WATER POLO COACHES WHILE THE LUNG CHEUNG ROAD
GOVERNMENT TECHNICAL SCHOOL ALLOWS ITS HALL TO BE USED FOR
BADMINTON TRAINING SESSIONS ORGANISED BY THE RECREATION AND .
SPORTS OFFICER, WONG TAI SIN, Bl 4

+HOPEFULLY, MORE GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS WILL BE MADE -
AVAILABLE FOR USE IN THE FUTURE,+ SHE SAID, +HOWEVER, WE .
DO COUNT ON THE GOODWILL AND CO-OPERATION OF THE NON=GOVERNMENT,
SUBSIDISED AND PRIVATE SCHOOLS TO OPEN THEIR DOORS TO THE DISTRICT
COMMUNITY IN ORDER TO MAKE THE PLAN A REAL SUCCESS.+ |

PROVISION OF SPORTS OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE GREATEST
NUMBER OF HONG KONG PEOPLE IS NOT THE ONLY IDEAL PURSUED BY THE
RECREATION AND SPORT SERVICE.

THE QUALITY OF SPORTS ORGANIZATION AND THE LEVEL OF
PARTICIPATION ARE AMONG THE THINGS IT SEEKS TO IMPROVE.

ACCORDING TO MISS MAIR, THE SERVICE IS CURRENTLY ENGAGED
IN A SERIES OF SPORTS COACHES AND REFEREES TRAINING SESS|ONS
TO ENSURE THAT SPORTS ACTIVITIES ORGANISED BY THE DISTRICT
RECREATION AND SPORTS OFFICERS WILL HAVE PROPER INSTRUCTION
AND GUIDANCE. '

+IN SHORT,+ SHE SUMMED UP, +WE AIM AT A THREE-PRONGED
STRATEGY IN THE PROMOTION OF PHYSICAL RECREATION AND SPORTS
IN HONG KONG == QUANTITY, QUALITY AND MASS PARTICIPATION.+
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CO-OPERATION AMONG TENANTS

KEY TO A SOUND BUILDING MANAGEMENT
® % K % X ¥

COOPERATION AND INITIATIVE AMONG TENANTS ARE THE KEY TO
A SOUND BUILDING MANAGEMENT WHICH TURNS A TENEMENT BUILDING
INTO A NICE AND COMFORTABLE PLACE TO LIVE IN.

A SPOKESMAN FOR THE HOME AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT TELLS
A TRUE STORY OF THE RISE, FALL AND SUBSEQUENT REVIVAL OF
AN OWNERS CORPORATION OF A MULTI=STOREY BUILDING IN SHAUKIWAN
WHICH VIVIDLY ILLUSTRATES THIS POINT.

IN JUNE 1971, AN OWNERS CORPORATION WAS SET UP IN THE
19-STOREY BUILDING MADE UP OF 136 UNITS.

UNDER THE CORPORATION, A MANAGEMENT COMM|TTEE SUCCEEDED
IN LOOKING AFTER THE AFFAIRS OF THE BUILDING FOR ONE YEAR UNTIL
FRUSTRATION CROPPED UP AS A RESULT OF MISUNDERSTANDING AND LACK
OF COOPERATION OF INDIVIDUAL TENANTS AND LANDLORDS.

SUBSEQUENTLY THE COMMITTEE ENTERED. INTO A TWO-YEAR
CONTRACT WITH A SERVICE COMPANY. SINCE THEN THE COMMITTEE
EROKE UP AND THE OWNERS CORPORATION WAS THUS LEFT WITHOUT
AN EXECUTIVE ARM AND THE BUILDING WAS RUN BY THE SERVICE
COMPANY WITHOUT PROPER SUPERVISION.

THE SITUATION WAS WORSENED WHEN THE CONTRACT EXPIRED
IN JUNE THIS YEAR, LEAVING THE BUILDING WITH NO CLEANSING
STAFF AND CARETAKING SERVICE. LITTER, WASTE AND PETS’ EXCREMENT
FILLED THE CORRIDORS AND STAIRCASES WHILE PART OF THE LIGHTING
SYSTEM IN THE COMMUNAL AREAS SIMPLY FAILED TO WORK. INDEED, THE
RESIDENTS HAD TO LIVE IN A HELL OF DIRT AND FEAR OF BECOMING A
VICTIM OF CRIME, : :

THE CHAOTIC SIUTATION OF THE BUILDING PROMPTED THE CITY
DISTRICT OFFICE (EASTERN) TO ACT. INITIAL EFFORTS BY THE
C.D.O. TO CALL AN EXTRA~ORDINARY MEETING OF ALL FLAT-OWNERS
TO DISCUSS THE RE-ELECTION OF A MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE PROVED
ABORTIVE AS THERE WAS SIMPLY NO RESPONSE.

HOWEVER, AFTER REPEATED ATTEMPTS BY THE C.D.0., A
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE WAS FINALLY FORMED IN JULY. THIS SHOULD
HAVE MARKED THE BEGINNING OF A NEW PHASE HAD IT NOT BEEN FOR
THE INDIFFERENCE OF THE RESIDENTS WHICH CAUSED THE NEWLY-ELECTED
CHAIRMAN TO RESIGN.

ONCE AGAIN, CHAOS APPEARED TO BE THE ORDER OF THE DAY.
THE THREE LIFTS OF THE BUILDING BROKE DOWN ONE AFTER ANOTHER.
TO MAKE MATTERS WORSE, TWO ELECTRICITY BILLS FOR COMMUNAL
LIGHTING AMOUNTING TO $2,000 WERE OUTSTANDING.

/THIS TIME, seues.
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THIS TIME, THE CITY DISTRICT OFFICE STAFF TOOK IMMEDIATE
ACTION. AFTER LENGTHY PERSUASION AND ENCOURAGEMENT, THE
RESIDENTS AGREED TO ELECT ONE REPRESENTATIVE FROM EACH FLOOR,
AS A TEMPORARY MEASURE, TO COLLECT MONTHLY MANAGEMENT FEES OF
$40 A FLAT TO PAY THE OUTSTANDING ELECTRICITY BILLS AND THE
COST OF RESUMING THE LIFT SERVICE.

INSPIRED BY THE SUCCESS, THE C.D.O. STAFF CONTINUED THEIR
EFFORTS TO PERSUADE SUITABLE PEOPLE FROM THE OWNERS TO ACT AS THE
FUTURE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEMBERS. AS MALE OWNERS HAD EXPRESSED
THEIR DIFFICULTY IN FINDING TIME FOR SUCH DUTIES, THE HOUSEWIVES
WERE ENCOURAGED TO TAKE UP THIS RESPONSIBILITY.

THIS PROVED TO BE A SUCCESS. AT A GENERAL MEETING IN ’
AUGUST, A CHAIRWOMAN, A SECRETARY AND EIGHT FLAT-OWNERS WERE
ELECTED AS OFFICIALS OF THE NEW OWNERS CORPORATION AND A NEW
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE WAS FORMED UNDER IT.

THE MANAGEMENT OF THE BUILDING, WHICH WAS LITERALLY
GIVEN A NEW LEASE OF LIFE, HAS BEEN OPERATING SMOOTHLY SINCE.

IN SUMMING UP, THE SPOKESMAN SAID: +EVERYONE WANTS TO
LIVE IN A PROPERLY MANAGED BUILDING. IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE THIS
THE RESIDENTS MUST COOPERATE AND TAKE PART IN IMPROVING AS WELL
AS MAINTAINING THE STANDARDS OF BUILDING MANAGEMENT.+
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