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HE SAID BOTH EMPLOYERS AND EMPLOYEES HAD ADOPTED A REMARKABLY
CO-OPERATIVE ATTITUDE TOWARDS EACH OTHER THROUGHOUT THE PERIOD OF
RECESS ION,

THE LRS ALSO DEALT WITH 6,585 DISPUTES IN THE YEAR, OF WHICH
ONLY 125 OR 1.89 PER CENT WERE LABOUR DISPUTES IN THE GENUINE SENSE
OF THE TERM. THE REST WERE MOMETARY CLAIMS OF A GRIEVANCE NATURE.
THIS CONTRASTED WITH 5,878 DISPUTES DURING 1974, OF WHICH 24 OR
1.6 PER CENT WERE LABOUR DISPUTES,

OF THE 6,585 DISPUTES, AN OVERALL 60 PER CENT WERE SETTLED
WITH THE HELP OF THE LRS.

IN ADDITION TO ITS OTHER COMMITMENTS DURING THE YEAR, THE LRS
THOROUGHLY INVESTIGATED 218 MAJOR COMPLAINTS ABOUT ALLEGED
CONTRAVENTIONS OF PROVISIONS OF THE EMPLOYMENT ORDINANCE CONCERNING
STATUTORY HOL IDAYS, REST DAYS AND IMPROPER DEDUCTICNS FROM WAGES.
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RAPID GROWTH OF MUTUAL AID COMMITTEES IN TSUEN WAN
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CLOSE TO ONE IN SIX OF TSUEN WAN’S PCPULATION NOW LIVES IN A
BUILDING WHICH HAS A MUTUAL AID COMMITTEE OR A MULTI=STOREY BUILDING
OWNERS? IHCORPORATION, AND THE RATIO SHOULD BE ONE IN THREE BY THE
END OF THIS YEAR.

THE TOWN, WHOSE 450,000 POPULATION IS EXPECTED TO MORE THAN
DOUBLE BY 1995, HAS A TOTAL OF 107 MUTUAL AID COMMITTELS AT PRESENT,
WITH TEN MORE EXPECTED TO BE FORMED BY THE END OF MARCH. THERE ARt
18 OWNZRS? INCORPORATIONS,

THE FORMATION OF MACS EEGAN IN JULY 1973 AND WITHIN EIGHT
MONTHS 48 HAD DECN SET UP. BY MARCH 1975 THE NUMBER HAD RISEN TO
67 AND ANOTHER 40 HAVE BEEN ADDED SINCE. ALTOGETHER 75,000 PEOPLE
LIVING IN 15,000 HOMES ARE NOw COVERED BY, AN MAC.

MR. CHOW KIM=MING, A TSUEN YAN DISTRICT CFFICE LIAISON OFF ICER
WITH RESPONSIBILITIES FOR SETTIHG UP AND MAINTAINING CONTACTS WITH
MACS, SAYS IT IS HOPED TO DOUBLE THE NUMBER OF MACS LY THIS TIME
NEXT YEAR., +LE ARE MAKING SUCH GOOD PROGRESS,+ HZ DECLAKED, +THAT IT
HAS BEEN MECESSARY TU TAKE ON MORE STAFF.+ UNDER MR. CHUW ARE EIGHT
COMMUNITY ORGANISERS, THREE OF wHOM wERE RECRUITED ONLY THIS WEEK.

MR. CHOW STRESSED THAT VERY CLOSE CONTACT IS MAINTAINED WITH
AN MAC AFTER IT HAS DEEN FORMED, well ATTVERDED MEETIHGS, AT WHICH
TALKS HAVE BEEN GIVEN BY OFFICERS OF THE POLICE FORCE, THE
INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION, THE URLAN SERVICES
DEPARTMENT, AND THE FIRE SERVICES DEPARTHENT, ARE HELD MOKTHLY.
+WE DISCUSS MANY DIFFERENT TOPICS, INCLUDING LAW ALD CRDER,
CLEANL INESS AND FIRE PREVENTION,+ SAID MR. CHOW. HE SAlL CCCUPANTS
OF BUILDINGS ARE ENCOURAGED TO TAKE UP PRODLEMS WITH MAC MEMLERS.

MOST OF THE MACS HAVE BEEN FORMED IN PRIVATE HOUSING ELCCKS
LUT EFFORTS IN THE FUTURE ARE GOING TO EE CONCENTRATED CN FUELIC
HOUS ING ESTATES SUCH AS SHEK LEl, TAI WOR HAU AKD LEI MUK shuk.

APART FROM MEETINGS EVERY I0[TH, OTHER ACTIVITIES SUCH AS
PICNICS ARE ARRANMGED, TO FOSTER A WIDER SPIRIT OF CO-OPERATICN.,
A HUKSER OF MAC MEMDRERS PARTICIPATED IN THE RECENT *?Ntw TERRITOR IES
WALK FOR A MILLION®? AND OTHERS SPONSORED EMTRANTS. '

MR. CHOW SAID RESISTANCE TC THE ESTABLISHMENT OF MACS WAS
OCCAS IONALLY MET EROM PEOPLE WHO FELT THEY PREFERRED TO PROVIDE
THE IR OwWN SECURITY, BUT SUCH CASES WERE IN THE MINORITY.

+IN MANY BUILDINGS, BEFORE AN MAC WAS FORMED, FAMILIES SEEMED
VIRTUALLY UNAWARE TIHAT OTHER FAMILIES EXISTED,+ MR. CHOW REMARKED,
HOWEVER, IT IS SURPRISING THE WAY PEOPLE SOON COME TOGETHER AND
APPEAR ANXIOUS TO HELP WITH EACH OTHER'’S PROBLEMS ONCE AN MAC HAD
LEEN ORGANISED.+ HE SAID THAT A NUMBER OF RESIDENTS HAD TCLD HIM
THAT SINCE AN MAC HAD BEEN SET UP IN THEIR BUILDING SECURITY HAD
IMPROVED COMS IDERABLY .,

M. CHOY HAS ALSO BEEN INVOLVED, TOGETHER WITH THE POLICE,
IH ORGANISING WEICHEOURHOOD SECURITY PATROLS IN THE KWAI SHING
AND KWAl HING ESTATES. A FIVE-EVENING COURSE WAS ORGANISED RECENTLY
FY THE DISTRICT CFFICE, TSUEM WAN, ‘AND LOCAL POLICE AND WAS ATTENDED
EY T2 MAC MEMBERS.
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BE CAREFUL WITH FIRES OVER NEW YEAR HOLIDAYS
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A FIRE SERVICES DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN TODAY CALLED ON MEMBERS
OF THE PUBLIC TO TAKE EXTRA FIRE PRECAUTION DURING THE COMING
LUNAR MEW YEAR HOL IDAYS.

HE SAID SPECIAL ATTENTION SHOULD BE PAID TO THE BURNING OF
JOSS STICKS AND PAPERS. HE SUGCESTED THAT ALL BURNING SHOULD BE
DONE IN AW OFCN SPACE AND NEVER 1M A CONFINED AREA SUCH AS A
ROCIM OR CORRIDCR,

DC NOT LEAVE THE FIRE ALONE AND IMAKE SURE IT WAS OUT BEFORE
YOU LEAVE IT. DETTER STILL, HAVE A BUCKET OF WATER HANDY, WE ALDED.

COMMENTING ON THE CHIMESE TRADITION OF FRYING DELICACIES
EEFORE THE WEW YEAR SETS IN, THE SPOKESMAN ADVISED RESIDENTS NOT
TO STORE TOO MUCH KEROSENE OR L.P. GAS OR EVEN COOKING OIL,

HE REMINDED THEM THAT THE LAY PROMIBITS THE STORAGE OF MORE
THAN FOUR GALLONS OF KEROSENE OR 100 POUNDS OF L.F. GAS IN THE HOME.

TURNING TO FACTORIES AND OFF ICES WHICH WERE NOT OPENING FOR
BUSINESS DURING THE HOL IDAYS, THE SPCKESMAN CALLED ON OPERATORS
AND EMPLOYERS TO HAVE ALL THEIR PREMISES THOROUGHLY CHECKED TO
ENSURE FIRE SAFETY EEFORE CLOSING.,

THE SPOKESMAN ALSO CALLED O DEPARTMENT STCRES TO ENSURE THAT
THE EXITS INSIDE THEIR SHOPS AND STORES WERE NOT LLOCKED ANL THAT
EXIT SIGNS WERE PROPERLY LIT. HE SAID THIS WAS VERY IMPORTANT AT
THIS TIME OF THE YEAR WHEN SHOPPERS WERE DOING THEIR PRE-KEW YEAR

SHOPP ING,
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LUNAR NEW YEAR PARTY FOP PATIENTS
I PRINCESS MARGARET HOSP I TAL
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MORE THAN 100 ELDERLY PATIENTS WILL BE ENTERTAINED IN PRINCESS
MARGARET HOSPITAL AT A PARTY ON JANUARY 28 (WEDNESDAY).

THE PARTY, ORGANISED BY THE PHYSIOTHERAPY AND OCCUPATIONAL
THERAPY STAFF IN THE GERIATRIC UNIT, WILL BE THE FIRST FUNCTION
OF THIS KIND TO TAKE PLACE IN THE NEWLY~OPENED HOSPITAL AND WILL
EE HELD O THE PROMONTORY OVERLCOKING LAI CHI KCOK DAY,

AN ENTERTAINING AND COLOURFUL PROGRAMME HAS BEEN DRAWN UP.
THE HIGHLIGHT WILL BE A LION DANCE .TO. MARK THE ADVENT CF THE LUNAR
NEW YEAR. THE LION DANCERS WILL ALSO PERFORM IN OTHER UNITS OF
THE HOSPITAL FOR THE ENJOYMENT OF ALL PATIENTS AND STAFF.

DR. K.L. THONG, DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF MEDICAL AND HEALTH
SERVICES, wliLL ”BwLAfHE” LIFE INTO THE LION BY DOTTING ITS EYES.

OTHER PROGRAMMES INCLUDE A MAGIC SHOW, A LUCKY DRAW AND
BAMBOO DANCING BY A GROUP COF FILIPINO uﬂiltRS.

THE AUXILIARY MEDICAL SERVICE BAND WILL GIVE A CONCERT IN
THE OPERN GROUND OF THE HOSPITAL.

NOTE TO EDITORS 2
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YOU ARE WELCOME TO COVER THE PARTY, WHICH WILL LEGIN AT
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