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BACK ROOM WORKERS PRESERVE HONG KONG’S HISTORY
* % % X *

MANY OF HONG KONG’S HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS HAVE BEEN GIVEN A
NEW LEASE OF LIFE = THANKS TO THE EFFORTS OF TWO BACK ROOM WORKERS
IN THE PUBLIC RECORDS OFF ICE.

THEY ARE MR, YIP KWAN-=CHAN AND MR. LOH YUK-FUN OF THE DOCUMENTS
REPAIR AND BINDERY SECTION WHOSE WORK CALLS FOR A GREAT DEAL OF
EESEgSHAHSHIP AND DELICACY IN RESTORING THE TATTERED DOCUMENTS

D BY TIME.

ACCORDING TO MR. YIP AND MR. LOH, THE BIGGEST ENEMY OF
HISTOR ICAL DOCUMENTS IS THE ACIDIC CONTENT IN SOME PAPERS WHICH
WILL GRADUALLY ERODE THEM AND LEAD TO THEIR DESTRUCTION.

SO THE FIRST STEP IN RESTORING A WORN=OUT DOCUMENT IS TO
SOAK IT IN A SOLUTION OF CHEMICALS CONSISTING OF CALCIUM HYDROXIDE
AND CALCIUM CARBONATE TO NEUTRALISE THE ACIDITY OF THE PAPER.

ANOTHER IMPORTANT STEP IN DOCUMENT RESTORATION IS THE PATCHING
UP OF THE TATTERED DOCUMENT.

+1T REQUIRES A LOT OF CONCENTRATION IN MENDING A TATTERED

DOCUMENT IN BITS AND PIECES LIKE SOLVING A JIG=SAW PUZZLE,+
M. YIP SAID.

+SOMETIMES A SLIGHT BLOW OF AIR TOWARDS THE SMALL
FRAGMENTS WILL SEND THEM FLYING IN THE AIR AND WE HAVE TO START
IT ALL OVER AGAIN,+ HE ADDED.

BUT ALL THESE ARE TAKEN IN STRIDE BY MR. YIP AND MR. LOH WHO
HAVE BEEN ENGAGED IN DOCUMENT RESTORATION AND BINDING WORK SINCE
THIS SECTION IN THE PUBLIC RECORDS OFF ICE WAS SET UP IN 1974,

WITH THEIR DEL ICATE CRAFTSMANSHIP, MANY VALUABLE HISTORICAL
DOCUMENTS RELATING TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF HONG KONG WERE RESTORED,
THEY ARE AT PRESENT BUSY IN SAVING A VOLUME OF CORRESPONDENCE
WRITTEN BETWEEN 1832 AND 1846 FROM COMPLETE DISINTEGRATION.

TIME AND CLIMATE HAVE SO MUCH ERODED THE 140-YEAR-OLD LETTERS,
CONCERNING BRITISH ACTIONS IN CANTON, MACAU AND HONG KONG, THAT
MUCH WORK WILL BE REQUIRED TO RESTORE THE DOCUMENTS.

PRIOR TO THEIR POSTING TO THE PUBLIC RECORDS OFF ICE, BOTH
MR. YIP AND MR. LOH WORKED IN THE PRINTING DEPARTMENT AND LEARNED
THE IR DOCUMENT RESTORING AND BINDING TECHNIQUES FROM THE GOVERNMENT
PRINTER, MR. D.R. RICK.
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COURSES ON CHINESE CLASSIC AND CULTURE
¥ X% % % X ¥

SHORT COURSES ON YARIOUS ASPECTS OF CHINESE CLASSICS AND
CULTURE WILL BE HELD BETWEEN NEXT MONTH AND MARCH, 1980 BY THE
EVENING SCHOOL OF HIGHER CHINESE STUDIES OF THE EDUCATION
DEPARTMENT'S ADULT EDUCATION SECTION.

+THE COURSES WITH DURATION RANGING FROM THREE TO SIX MONTHS,
WILL BE HELD EITHER AT THE QUEEN’S COLLEGE ON HONG KONG ISLAND OR
THE GRANTHAM COLLEGE OF EDUCATION [N KOWLOON,+ AN EDUCATION
DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN SAID.

THE MEDIUM OF INSTRUCTION WILL BE CANTONESE, AND TOPICS WILL
INCLUDE TRANSLATION, CALLIGRAPHY, PAINTING, CHINESE MUS ICAL
INSTRUMENTS, POETRY, MANDARIN AND CHINESE LITERATURE.

+THE LECTURERS ARE ALL WELL-KNOWN CHINESE SCHOLARS
SPECIALISING IN THEIR PARTICULAR FIELD OF STUDY,+ THE SPOKESMAN
SAID. d

ATTENDANCE WILL BE REQUIRED FOR ONE OR TWO EVENINGS A WEEK
FROM 7.15 P.M. TO 9.15 P.M., HE SAID.

FEES FOR EACH COURSE WILL BE $100.

ON COMPLETION OF THESE COURSES STUDENTS WILL BE AWARDED A
CERTIFICATE OF ATTENDANCE ISSUED BY THE ADULT EDUCATION SECTION.

APPL ICATION FORMS ARE AVAILABLE FROM:~

¥ ADULT EDUCATION SECTION, EDUCATION DEPARTMENT, MA TAU KOK
ROAD GOVERNMENT OFF ICES, FOURTH FLOOR, 1 MA TAU KOK ROAD,
KOWLOON.

GRANTHAM COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, 42 GASCOIGNE ROAD, KOWLOON.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT KOWLOON SUB—OFF ICE, KOWLOON GOVT.
OFFICES, SIXTH FLOOR, 405 NATHAN ROAD, AND

% EDUCATION DEPARTMENT HEADQUARTERS, LEE GARDENS, HYSAN AVENUE,
HONG KONG.

COMPLETED FORMS TOGETHER WITH COPIES OF RELEVANT CERTIFICATES
AND A CROSSED CHEQUE OR BANK DRAFT PAYABLE TO +HONG KONE
GOVERNMENT+ SHOULD REACH THE ADULT EDUCATION SECTION, EDUCATION
DEPARTMENT, MA TAU KOK ROAD GOVERNMENT OFF ICES, 1 MA TAU KOK ROAD,
KOWLOON ON OR BEFORE SEPTEMBER 22,

NO CASH WILL BE ACCEPTED, THE SPOKESMAN SAID.

CHEQUES OR BANK DRAFTS WILL BE RETURNED IF APPLICANTS FAILED
TO GAIN ADMISSION TO THE COURSES, HE ADDED.

ENQUIRIES CAN BE DIRECTED TO MR. Y.C. WONG OF THE ADULT
EDUCATION SECTION ON TELEPHONE 3-030085.
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LIFT INDUSTRY == AN IDEAL JOB FOR YOUNG MEN
* % % % %

THE LIFT INDUSTRY HAS A LOT TO OFFER TO YOUNG MEN WHO WISH
TO BE TRAINED AS LIFT MECHANICS OR LIFT ELECTRICIANS.

THE TRADE OFFERED EXCELLENT CAREER OPPORTUNITIES IN ADDITION
TO TRAINING IN A VARIETY OF SKILLS, SAID THE CHAIRMAN OF THE
ELECTRICAL INDUSTRY TRAINING BOARD MR. WARNER YEH, TODAY (SUNDAY).

SKILLS WHICH AN APPRENTICE IN THE TRADE WOULD LEARN INCLUDE
INSTALLATION, ADJUSTMENT, SERVICING, MAINTENANCE, AND REPAIRING
OF ELECTRICAL, ELECTRONIC AND MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT FOR VAR I0US
TYPES OF LIFTS AND ESCALATORS.

AT THE SAME TIME HE WOULD ALSO BE GIVEN TIME OFF TO ATTEND
A RELATED PART-TIME DAY-RELEASE COURSE IN A TECHNICAL INSTITUTE.
THE EMPLOYER WOULD PAY THE TUITION FEES.

+| WOULD RECOMMEND YOUNG PEOPLE LOOKING FOR JOBS TO CONSIDER
SERIOUSLY JOINING THE LIFT INDUSTRY AS APPRENTICES,+ SAID MR. YEH.

HE ALSO POINTED OUT THAT THERE ARE APPRENTICESHIP VACANCIES
IN THE TRADE AND URGED THOSE INTERESTED TO SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM
THE LABOUR DEPARTMENT’S TRAINING COUNCIL DIVISION AT 1 HENNESSY
ROAD, ASIAN HOUSE, 12TH FLOOR, WAN CHAI.

THE APPRENTICESHIP NORMALLY LASTS FOUR YEARS, BUT GRADUATES
OF PRE-VOCATIONAL SCHOOLS AND THOSE WHO HAVE COMPLETED A FULL=-TIME
ONE-YEAR BASIC CRAFT COURSE MAY ENTER DIRECTLY INTO THE SECOND
YEAR OF APPRENTICESHIP,

THE ENTRY REQUIREMENT IS COMPLETION OF FORM 3 BUT, IN SOME
CASES, FORM 2 STANDARD MAY BE ACCEPTABLE.

ON SATISFACTORY COMPLETION OF THE APPRENTICESHIP, APPRENTICES
WILL BE AWARDED CERTIFICATES ISSUED BY THEIR EMPLOYERS AND
COUNTERS IGNED BY THE COMMISSIONER FOR LABOUR, CERTIFYING THEIR
COMPETENCY IN THE TRADE.
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SURVEYS TO UPDATE CONSUMER PRICE INDEXES
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THE CENSUS AND STATISTICS DEPARTMENT WILL CONDUCT A NEW
HOUSEHOLD EXPEND ITURE SURVEY FROM OCTOBER, 1979 TO SEPTEMBER,
1980 WITH THE AIM TO UPDATE THE EXISTING CONSUMER PRICE INDEXES.

AT THE SAME TIME, THE HANG SENG BANK WILL ALSO UNDERTAKE A
SIMILAR SURVEY TO UPDATE ITS CONSUMER PRICE INDEX.

A PRESS CONFERENCE TO ANNOUNCE DETAILS OF THE TWO SURVEYS
WILL BE HELD ON TUESDAY (SEPTEMBER 18) AT 3 P.M. IN THE G.I.S.
THEATRE, 5TH FLOOR, BEACONSF IELD HOUSE.

ATTENDING THE CONFERENCE WILL BE MR. COLIN GREENF | ELD,
COMMISSIONER FOR CENSUS AND STATISTICS= MR. H.W. FUNG, STATISTICIAN
(HOUSEHOLD EXPENDITURE SURVEY) CENSUS AND STATISTICS DEPARTMENT=
MR. STANLEY S.K. KWAN, SENIOR MANAGER (HEAD OF RESEARCH DEPARTMENT),
HANG SENG BANK= AND MR, ROGER K.H. LUK, SUB=ACCOUNTANT (RESEARCH
DEPARTMENT), HANG SENG BANK.

NOTE TO EDITORS:

YOU ARE INVITED TO SEND A REPRESENTATIVE TO COVER THE PRESS
CONFERENCE ON THE FORTHCOMING SURVEYS TO UPDATE THE CONSUMER
PRICE INDEXES AT 6,.1.S. THEATRE, FIFTH FLOOR, BEACONSF IELD HOUSE AT

3 p.M. ON TUESDAY (SEPTEMBER 18).
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WATER CUT
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WATER SUPPLY TO A NUMBER OF PREMISES IN CENTRAL DISTRICT WILL
BE TURNED OFF FOR SEVEN HOURS FROM 11 P.M. ON TUESDAY (SEPTEMBER 18)
TO 6 A.M, THE FOLLOWING DAY TO FACILITATE LEAKAGE TESTS.

THE AREA TO BE AFFECTED IS BOUNDED BY WING WO STREET, CONNAUGHT
ROAD CENTRAL AND MAN WA LANE INCLUDING MARINE DEPARTMENT PIER, WATER
FRONT POLICE STATION, WING SING STREET, KWONEG YUEN STREET EAST,
KWONG YUEN STREET WEST, RUMSEY STREET, 1-87 AND 2-44 WING LOK
STREET, 170-252 AND 207-235 DES VOEUX ROAD CENTRAL.
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