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PUPILS URGED TO PROTECT AND CONSERVE SEASHORE
* % % % % %

SCHOOL CHILDREN WHO GO TO THE SEASHORE TO ENJOY THEMSELVES
SHOULD ALSO PROTECT AND CONSERVE IT, THE DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION,
MR. KENNETH TOPLEY SAID TODAY WHEN HE OPENED A SEMINAR ON
+SHORE WATCH+, AN IMPORTANT ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES PROJECT.

THOUSANDS OF PUPILS FROM 280 SCHOOLS AND INSTITUTES WILL
TAKE PART IN THE PROJECT TO CARRY OUT EXPERIMENTS AND ECOLOGICAL
STUDIES ON THE SEASHORE = THE OPEN AIR LABORATORY.

+SHORE WATCH+ IS A JOINTLY ORGANISED PROJECT BY THE EDUCATION
DEPARTMENT, THE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG, THE CONSERVANCY ASSOCIATION,
LIONS INTEﬁNATIONﬁL, DISTRICT 303 AND CALTEX OIL HONG KONG LTD.

MR, TOPLEY SAID THE EXERCISE WAS AN EXPERIENCE OR EDUCATION
IN LEARNING BY DISCOVERY.

i +IN HONG KONG OWING TO EXAMINATION PRESSURES AT ALL LEVELS
. OF STUDIES, EDUCATION, EVEN SCIENCE EDUCATION, CAN SO EASILY
BECOME MERE BOOK LEARNING AND THE SOAKING UP OF FACTS, BUT IN
EXPERIMENTING WITH ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES PROJECTS OF fuis
NATURE WE HAVE THE EXACT OPPOSITE.

+INSTEAD OF SIMPLY MEMORISING FACTS FROM A BOOK ON SEASHORE
ECOLOGY, PUPILS WILL LEARN TO INQUIRE FOR THEMSELVES INTO THE
INTERACTIONS IN NATURE AND, WHAT IS MORE, BUILD UP A BODY OF
KNOWLEDGE BY THEIR OWN ORIGINAL RESEARCH,+ HE SAID,

THE DIRECTOR WAS SURE THAT PARTICIPATION IN THE +SHORE WATCH+
PROJECT WOULD HELP PUPILS REALISE WHAT SCIENCE WAS ALL ABOUT,
IN MANY WAYS MORE EFFECTIVELY THAN THE NORMAL CLASSROOM AND |NDOOR

LABORATORY LESSONS. :

MR, TOPLEY EMPHASISED THAT ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES IN HONG KONG
WAS NOT SIMPLY TREATED AS A SINGLE SUBJECT IN THE SCHOOL CURR ICULUM,

+THE PRINCIPLES OF ECOLOGY, CONSERVATION AND IMPROVEMENT OF
THE ENVIRONMENT ARE TAUGHT IN SCHOOLS CONTINUOUSLY AT EVERY LEVEL
FROM PRIMARY 1 TO FORM 6 AND WITHIN VARIOUS DISCIPLINES SUCH AS
THE SCIENCE AND SOCIAL STUDIES,

+IN THE MID=FIFTIES, THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT STARTED
ORGANISING ACTIVITIES, SURVEYS AND PROJECTS RELATED TO ENVIRONMENTAL
STUDIES, IN CONJUNCTION WITH OTHER GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND
VOLUNTARY AGENCIES,

+SINCE THEN ACTIVITIES, SURVEYS AND PROJECTS HAVE BECOME MORE
VARIED AND THEIR POPULARITY AMONG PUPILS AND TEACHERS IN BOTH
PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS HAS INCREASED CONSIDERABLY,

+ALL THESE DEVELOPMENTS AIM AT MAKING THE TEACHERS AND PUPILS
MORE ACQUAINTED WITH THE LOCAL ENVIRONMENT AND AWARE OF THEIR ROLE
IN ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION,+

THE DIRECTOR WAS CONF IDENT THAT THE LAUNCHING OF +SHORE WATCH+
WOULD STIMULATE GREATER ENTHUSIASM AMONG TEACHERS AND PUPILS IN
ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES.
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OVER 30 DISABLED GIVEN WORK
® X K K X X

THIRTY-TWO DISABLED PEOPLE WERE PLACED TO WORK BY THE JOB
PLACEMENT UNIT OF THE SOCIAL WELFARE DEPARTMENT LAST MONTH.

AMONG THE DISABLED EMPLOYED, TEN WERE CRIPPLED, NINE DEAF,
SIX BLIND, THREE MENTALLY ILL, TWO MENTALLY RETARDED AND TWO
EX-T.B. PATIENTS.

THE MAJORITY OF THEM WERE EMPLOYED AS SEWING MACHINE
OPERATOR, ASSEMBLER AND TELEPHONE OPERATOR,

WITH REGARD TO THEIR SALARY, 17 WERE EMPLOYED ON DAILY RATE
RANGING FROM $12 TO $20 WHILE TWO WERE PAID ON PIECE-RATE BASIS.
THE SALARY OF THE OTHERS AVERAGED $550 A MONTH.

A SPOKESMAN FOR THE SOCIAL WELFARE DEPARTMENT URGED EMPLOYERS
TO ACCEPT DISABLED WORKERS.

HE SAID THAT THEY WERE STEADY WORKERS AND WERE READILY
ACCEPTED BY THEIR COLLEAGUES.,
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REGISTRATION FOR JUVENILE IDENTITY CARDS
* % ¥ X % X

THE COMMISSIONER OF REGISTRATION, MR, JOHN MITCHELL, TODAY
ADVISED PARENTS TO REGISTER THEIR CHILDREN BETWEEN THE_AGES OF
11 AND 17 FOR THE NEW TYPE JUVENILE IDENTITY CARDS BEFORE THE
END OF JUNE.

IFF THEY DELAY THE REGISTRATION TILL JULY, THEY WILL
ENCOUNTER MUCH INCOWVENIENCE AS THE REGISTRATION OF PERSONS
DEPARTMENT WILL BE VERY CROWDED AT THAT TIME WITH SCHOOL
STUDENTS MAKING USE OF THE SUMMER VACATION TO GO FOR
REGISTRATION, HE SAID.
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SALARIES TAX RETURNS EARLY SUBMISSION URGED
® X X X x %

THE COMMISSIONER OF INLAND REVENUE, MR, RONALD GIDDY, SAID
TODAY THOSE SALARIES TAXPAYERS WHO HAVE NOT MADE THEIR RETURNS

SHOULD DO SO AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.

HE SAID THAT OUT OF 214,000 SALARIES TAX RETUﬁNS FOR THE
1976/77 ASSESSMENT YEAR SENT OUT BY THE INLAND REVENUE DEPARTMENT
ON MAY 1, ONLY 37,000 OR 17 PER CENT OF THE TOTAL WERE RECEIVED
TO=-DATE.

THE COMMISSIONER POINTED OUT THAT SALARIES TAXPAYERS WHO HAD
RECEIVED THEIR RETURN FORMS SENT TO THEM BY THE DEPARTMENT ON
MAY 1 WERE REQUIRED TO MAKE THEIR RETURNS WITHIN ONE MONTH FROM
THE DATE OF ISSUE OR BEFORE MAY 31, '

+ALTHOUGH TAXPAYERS MAY TAKE AS LONG AS THEY WISH WITHIN
THE ONE-MONTH PERIOD TO MAKE THEIR RETURNS, IT IS HOPED THAT THEY
CAN DO THIS AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE SO THAT THE DEPARTMENT CAN HANDLE
THE INCOMING RETURNS IN THE MOST EFFICIENT MANNER,+ HE SAID,

MR. GIDDY REMINDED THE TAXPAYERS THAT THE LAW PROVIDED
PENALTY FOR LATE SUBMISSION OF RETURNS,






