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MATINTENANCE DEPOT FOR MASS TRANSIT RAILWAY
T T

The main maintenance depot for the Mass Transit Railway and administrative
buildings for the whole system will be built on the Kowloon Bay reclamation
opposite the Ngau Tau Kok Public Housing Estate.

The whole complex will cover 28 acres. Work on site formation must
begin in July if the railway system is to be built on schedule.

The completed project will include the central marshalling yard for
the Mass Transit Railway, accommodation for administration offices, maintenance
sheds, storage and workshop areas, as well as the Kowloon Bay Station.

A government spokesman said today that the first part of the complex

would be in use by the second half of 1975. This vital part of the system

could provide facilities for assembling and testing trains, training drivers

and other staff, and welding railway track. It would ultimately be the nerve
centre of the entire system.

To provide this site, apart from land reclamation, the area glong
the stretch of Kwun Tong Road, opposite the Ngau Tau Kok Public Housing Estate
will have to be cleared.

Nearly 140 industrial undertakings and about 40 shops in the area
occupy sites previously held on Crown Land permits which were cancelled last
year on three months notice. (The last of these permits expired on September 1,

last year). About 500 people live on the site.
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Clearance notices were issued to all occupiers on March 15 this year
asking them to move ocut by June 12.

Some 50 factory owners will be offered governmment flatted factory
units at Kwai Chung. About 400 domestic residents will get accommodation
at the Lam Tin Public Housing Estate and 10 shopkeepers will get cash compensation.

Ten factories whose operations cover more than 5,000 square feet are
not eligible for ?ehabilitation.

Forty-four operators whose structures were built after 1966 are also
not eligible. However, some 100 domestic residents who do not quelify for
rehousing will be offered a licensed area site. Borderline cases for eligibility
are being investigated by the clearance staff of the Housing Department.

Officers of the Labour Department are available now at the Government
Offices, Kwun Tong to assist the workers employed in the area to find alternative
employment.

The Housing Department will open a temporary office at the ligau Tau
Kok Resettlement Kaifong Association on the ground floor of Block 8 of the
estate in mid-May, well before the date that the clearance begins. A Labour
Department officer will also be available.

Officers from both the Housing Department and the City District Office

(Kwun Tong) have been visiting individual factories to advise them on removal and

other problems.
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REPORTED DISMISSAL OF TEACHERS UNFOUNDED
o ok e ok ok ok ok

No teachers at the Pope Pious XII, Wanchai Kaifong and the Immaculate
Heart of Mary primary schools have been dismissed from their teaching posts.

This was stated by the Assistant Director of Education (Primary),

Mr. K.S. Yeung, following investigations into newspaper reports today that nine
teachers had received notices of dismissal.

Mr. Yeung confirmed, however, that four teachers had been informed
by the supervisor of the Pope Pious XII Primary School that their services
might not be required in the next academic year because of anticipated falling
enrolments. However, every effort would be made to find jobs for them in other
schools.

The supervisor pointed out that it was not a letter of dismissal and
the four teachers concerned were given this notice in good time in case enrolments
continued to drop in September when classes might have to be reduced.

"This action by the supervisor of the Pope Pious XII Primary School
has no connection whatsocever with the recent boycott action by certificated
masters," Mr. Yeung emphasized.

He said the supervisor of the Wanchai Kaifong Primary School denied that
any teachers had been informed either verbally or in writing that their services
would not be required in the next school year.

Mr. Yeung said that the supervisor of the Immaeulate Heart of Mary

Primary School in Shatin had also denied serving notice on a teacher of his schocl.

The General Secretary of the Joint Secretariat of 13 Educational Bodies

Mr. Szeto Wah, who had been in touch with Mr. Yeung, was informed about the

results of the investigations by the Assistant Director.
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HONG KONG AN IMPORTANT MARKET FOR BRITAIN
ek ok ook ok ok ok
The visiting British Minister for Trade and Consumer Affairs, Sir
Geoffrey Howe, today said he would direct British exporters "to pay very

special attention to Hong Kong."

At the same time, he assured local importers that he would report

to British industry every single complaint made to him during his visit here
about Britain's export performance in Hong Kong.

Sir Geoffrey gave the assurance in an address to the Foreign
Correspondents Club.

He said his visit was not simply to boost the quality of competitiveness
of British goods but "to listen as well."

There had been some anxiety about the failure of some British goods
to arrive on time, he said, and he was glad to have learned the explanation
of that anxiety.

However, complaints about Britain's exports, he said, should be kept
in perspective.

"T sometimes think that those of us who have lived and worked together
over many years as members of the same Commonwealth, occasionally tend to be
over critical of each other,'" he said.

He stressed that he was concerned to promote the esteem with which
British goods were regarded in this important market "for Britain does indeed

recognise Hong Kong as its shop window for Asia."

/Bir Geoffrey eesssee
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Sir Geoffrey said he was continuously engaged in improving the high
quality of British goods "directly for the sake of consumers in Britain but
indirectly to the advantage of all our customers around the world."

"And among those customers," he added, "I stress the importance of
Hong Kong."

While Britain was looking hard at the importance of the large European
market and those in Asia -- including the Japanese and Chinese markets me Hong
Kong would not be overlooked, he said.

In this regard, he said he would.be urging British exporters to visit
Hong Kong more often, to stay _cnger and "to sell harder.,"

He predicted that the number of British business misstons to Hong Kong
would treble this year,

Noting the success of the British Industrial Exhibition held in Hong
Kong last October, Sir Geoffrey revealed that consideration was being given to
staging another major exhibition of British products in the comparatively near

future.

Turning to international trade, Sir Geoffrey said he had every reason

to believe that trade throughout Asia, and indeed the world, would continue
to expand.
During his visit to Japan, one of the subjects of his discussions
had been "sustained, but not immoderate" trade expansion.
In the light of these discussions, he was "reasonably hopeful of the
prospects for the fortheoming multi-lateral round of negotiations in GATT which

are to begin later this year.
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"For I believe that each one of the major trading groups == U.S5.A.,
E.E.C. and Japan -- is conscious of the need to 'keep its cool! in the
approach of those negotiations," he said.

"If we are able to prpceed in this way, with all our eyes on the need
to maintain a reasonably liberal framework of rules for international trade,
then I am confident that we can look forward to a continued growth of prosperity
for Hong Kong and for Britain -- and for further expansion of our trading
relationships together."

Note to Editors: The full text of the speech is

distributed separately in the GIS press boxes.

WATER INTERRUPTION IN TAI KOK TSUI
EERE A
A nuﬁﬁer of premises in Tai Kok Tsui will be without water supply
from 10 pem, tomorrow (Wednesday) to 6 a.m. the following morning.
The temporary stoppage is to allow the Waterworks Department to

make a fresh water connection in the area.
The premises affected are 3-47 Li Tak Street, 2-42 Fuk Chak Street,

2-16 and 25-37 Kok Cheung-Street and 55-85A Tai Kok Tsui Road.
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TEXTILE INDUSTRY SURVEY

Rk EREEE

Almost 500 textile factories throughout Hong Kong will be involved

in a manpower survey of the textile industry to be carried out from May 16

to June 12 this year.

The survey =- the second of its kind for the industry -- will
be conducted by the Textile Industrial Committee with the assistance of
the Labour Department and the Census and Statistics Department.

Questionnaire forms and explanatory letters in English and
Chinese will be sent to 469 factories tomorrow (Wednesday).

During the period of the survey, seven Survey Interviewing
Officers from the Census and Statistics Department will visit the factories
concerned to help employers complete the forms.

The Secretary of the Committee, Mr. Au-Yeung Man-tak, said today
that the first manpower survey of the textile industry was conducted in
March 1967, and all factories approached willingly supplied the information
required.

"No doubt the coming survey will meet with equal response,' he said.

The information obtained in the 1967 survey was compiled and
analysed by the committee whose findings were subsequently published in
a manpower survey report. Some of its recommendations have already

been implemented by the governmment.

fMI‘. Hu—-Yeung savsns




Tuesday, May 1, 1973

Mr, Au=Yeung said, "At the time of the first manpower survey,

the employment statistics published by the Labour Department showed

that 92,371 manual workers were employed in 1,401 registered and recorded
factories.

"In September 1972, however, the corresponding figures were
107,953 and 3,112 respectively.

"In view of these substantial changes, the Textile Industrial
Committee decided to conduct a second survey with a view to updating
the information on training requirements in the field,"

The information which employers will be asked to supply will
include:

(i) the number of workers employed;

(4i) the number of workers under training;
(iii) the number of existing vacancies; and

(iv) an estimate of the total number of workers required
by May 1974.

Mr. Au=Young stressed that the information collected would be
handled in strict confidence and would only be published in the form of
statistical summaries without reference to any individual factory.

Employers who have qucries about the questionnaire should contact
the Imployment Statistics Section of the Census and Statistics Department
by telephoning 5-282596.
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HAVE YOU FORGOTTEN?
EREEREEE

More than one hundred people in Hong Kong could be thousands of
dollars richer if they still hold winning tickets from government lotteries
drawn up to two years ago.

A spokesman for the Government Lotteries Management Committee
revealed today that over $1.8 million in prize money from lotteries held in
1971 and last year had still not been claimed,

He said that more than 3,680 people had failed to collect their
prizes. Of these 122 held either first, second or third prize winning tickets.

Another 3,564 special prizes are awaiting to be collected.

The spokesman drew the attention of the public to the law that the
government has set down a waiting period of two years for a winner to produce
the correct lottery ticket and claim his prize.

Any prize money unclaimed two years after the publication of winning
numbers in the Government Gazette will be credited to the Lotteries Fund for
social welfare purfioses.

"In his own interests any one who has not yet checked lottery tickets
which fall within the last two years should do so now,'" the spokesman urged.

A full list of winning lottery numbers is available at the office

of the Royal Hong Kong Jockey Club at the Star Ferry concourse on Hong Kong

Island.
Since 1962 a total of #4.3 million in unclaimed prize money has been

forfeited to the Lotteries Fund.
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WOMEN TN THE NEWS
R
~ Lady Howe, wife of the visiting Minister for Trade and Consumer

Affairs, and Mrs. Li Fook-kow, wife of the Director of Social Welfare, will
visit two welfare agencies in Hong Kong tomorrow (Wednesday).

Lady Howe will be touring the Social Therapy. Centre of the Hong
Kong Discharged Prisoners' Aid Society at 12 noon.

The society, a member-agency of the Community Chest, is located
in Block 9 of the Tung Tau Resettlement Estate.

She will be accompanied by Mr. Ho Sai-chu, Acting Chairman of the
Hong Kong Council of Social Service; Mrs. Sally Leung, Director of the
Community Chest; Miss Susan Hume, Social Secretary of Government House:
and Mr. Colin Morrison, Executive Director of the Community Chest.

Mrs. Ii Fook-kow will visit the Girl Guides Association at Wong
Nei Chung Road at 3 p.m.

She will be accompanied by Mr. Henry Au Kwong-man, Principal Social
Welfare Officer.

On arrival, Mrs. Li will be met by Mrs. L.W. Gordon, Colony
Commissioner of the Association.

Note to Editors: You are invited to send reporters and/or photographers
to cover the visits.

For Lady Howe's visit, two nine-seater vans will be
waiting in Battery Path outside Victoria District Court
at 10.45 a.m. to take the press to Tung Tau Centre. &Staff
from the Community Chest and G.I.S, will-'be on hand to assist.

Mrs., Li will arrive at the Girl Guides Association
in Wong Nei Chung Road at 3 p.m.
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TWO NEWS CONFERENCES TOMORROW

o ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok

Note to Editors: Two separate press conferences will be held

in the GIS 35 mm theatre tomorrow (Wednesday).

The first at 10.15 a.m. will be given by the
Commissioner for Television and Films, Mr. N.J.V. Watt,
when he will present new guidelines to be applied in
film censorship. These will have particular reference

to viclence on the screen.

Mr. Watt will also introduce his panel of nine

new film censors and television monitors.

The second press conference, beginning at
515 pem. will be given by Britain's Minister for

Trade and Consumer Affairs, Sir Geoffrey Howe, QC, MP.

Representatives of the press, radio and

television are invited to cover both conferences.

Television cameramen are reminded that they
should arrive half an hour earlier to allow them to

set up their equipment.
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Release time: 730 pef.




