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Governor's remarks on release of Xi Yang
* k ok % %k

The following is issued on behalf of the Governor, the Rt Hon Christopher Patten:

" I am delighted at the news that Mr Xi Yang has been released from prison and
is now back in Hong Kong. His case has caused great anxiety and concern to his
family, his colleagues and the whole community. His release is very good news for
Hong Kong as we approach the Chinese New Year."

End

Statement by the Governor:

* % k & ¥

In response to media enquiries about the meeting of the provisional
"legislature" in Shenzhen today, the Governor, the Rt Hon Christopher Patten said:

"This was a bad day for Hong Kong. The organisation that met over the border
in Shenzhen has no legitimacy, no credibility and no authority in Hong Kong. I hope it
will not embarrass Hong Kong too much."

End

Governor's transcript
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The following is the transcript of the remarks made by the Governor, the Rt
Hon Christopher Patten, after visiting the fire scene in Tsim Sha Tsui this (Saturday)
morning:

Governor: This is another dreadful accident. As you know there are at least fifteen
deaths, a number of injuries. I'd like to offer my condolences to the families of the
young victims. Their sufferings today is, for all of us who are parents, I am sure
almost literally unimaginable. I'd like to thank the Fire Services for reacting so rapidly
to this incident, surrounding which, as you know already, there are certainly
suspicious circumstances. [ am going to the hospitals to see some of the families and
to thank the medical staff. There'll be a press conference given by the Secretary for
Security and other officials at 12 noon, by which time I hope we will have found out a
little more about this dreadful incident. Obviously, we'll spare no effort to find out
exactly what the causes of the fire were. But for the time being, I think every one in
Hong Kong will want to join me in offering their thoughts and prayers to families of
the bereaved.

End




Transcript of Governor's media session
* % ok ok %

The following is the transcript of a media session given by the Governor, the Rt
Hon Christopher Patten, after seeing family members of the Tsim Sha Tsui fire victims
at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital this (Saturday) morning :

Governor: "I have made a statement earlier at the scene of the accident and I'll repeat
what I said then. I think the whole community will be shocked by this further dreadful
accident and I know that everyone will want to join me in offering our condolences
and thoughts and prayers to the families and friends of all those who lost their lives.
It's a terrible tragedy and our thoughts obviously go first to those bereaved. I want to
thank the Fire Services for reacting so swiftly to this incident which is now being
investigated by the police because I think you know there seems to be an extremely
suspicious circumstances. Peter Lai, the Secretary for Security will be holding a press
conference at 12 o'clock with other officials by which time we should know. perhaps a
little more, about exactly what has happened. I've been to both the hospitals which
have to cope once again with this sort of fire disaster and as ever they coped with great
professionalism and sensitivity. It's a dreadful business and they handled it extremely
well. Thank you very much.

End

SWD personnel assists fire victims
% %k k k *

The Director of Social Welfare, Mr Andrew Leung Kin-pong, visited the Queen
Elizabeth Hospital (QEH) earlier today (Saturday) to express concern to victims and
family members affected by the Tsim Sha Tsui fire.

Medical social workers at QEH are now liaising closely with their counterparts
at Kwong Wah Hospital to assist those admitted to the hospitals and to follow up with
the families.

Departmental clinical psychologists have been deployed at both hospitals to
provide counselling services to victims and distressed family members.

Meanwhile, SWD personnel will reach out to the family members of those
deceased and those discharged from hospitals.




Appropriate assistance, such as financial aid in terms of burial grants, charitable
funds and Comprehensive Social Security Allowances, child care arrangements and
counselling, will be offered when necessary.

Affected family members who want to enquire about information of the victims
and related welfare services may contact the Medical Social Work Unit of QEH on
telephone 2958 7078, which will be manned round-the-clock today.

End

Tsim Sha Tsui fire roundup
* kK % %

Thirteen persons who were either overcome by smoke or sustained burn
injuries in a No. 3 alarm fire in Tsim Sha Tsui early this (Saturday) morning are still
being treated in hospitals.

The fire, which gutted a karaoke club and claimed 15 lives, has been classified
as arson and is being investigated by the police.

Various government departments, including the Social Welfare Department, the
Home Affairs Department and the Labour Department, have made concerted efforts to
take remedial measures to assist the fire victims and their families.

On the part of the Social Welfare Department and the Home A ffairs
Department, social workers and HAD liaison officers are now keeping close contacts
with the management of the hospitals to assist those admitted. Affected family
members who want to enquire about information of the victims and related welfare
services may contact the Medical Social Work Unit at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital
on 2958 7078. Officers of the two departments will also reach out to the family
members of those killed in the fire.

The Labour Department has set up two hotlines - 2852 4029 (during office
hours) and 9432 9829 (outside office hours) - for family members and relatives of the
employees of the club who were injured or killed in the tragedy.

The Kwong Wah Hospital has also set up a hotline- 2781 5220 - to answer
enquiries from members of the public on the fire victims up to 9 pm today (Saturday).
Public enquiries on the case after 9 pm can be forwarded to telephone 2332 2311
extension 1202,




T D

The fire broke out on the staircase of the first floor of a building at 6-8 Prat
Avenue, Tsim Sha Tsui at 3.59 am and spreaded rapidly to the second to the fourth
floors which were occupied by a karaoke club. The blaze was upgraded to No. 3 alarm

at 4. 07 am.

By using four jets and one hydraulic platform monitor as well as mobilising
eight breathing apparatus teams, firemen put out the blaze at 5:22 am. A total of 42
persons who were stranded in the building were rescued by firemen.

Of the rescued, 28 were injured and taken to hospitals where five males and
10 females were certified dead before arrival. The remaining 13 injured persons, aged
between 16 and 24, are admiited to the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Kwong Wah
Hospital and Princes Wales Hospital respectively where a 24-year-old man and a 16-
year-old girl are in critical condition while the others are either in stable or satisfactory
condition.

Initial investigation revealed that the blaze appeared to have been occurred
deliberately because it had flared up on the staircase of the first-floor of the building
and spreaded rapidly to the upper floors.

Investigation by the police is still underway.

Flushing water cut in Kowloon East
* % & ¥ *

Owing to a suspension of electricity supply to Cha Kwo Ling Salt Water
Pumping Station, flushing water supply to some premises in Kowloon East will be
suspended from midnight on Monday (January 27) to 6 am the following day.

The suspension will affect premises in Cha Kwo Ling, Lam Tin, Kwun Tong,

Ngau Tau Kok, Kowloon Bay, Jordan Valley, Ngau Chi Wan, San Po Kong, Wong
Tai Sin and Diamond Hill, including Choi Hung Estate and Ping Shek Estate.

End




Water cut in Tai Po
d ok k K K

Fresh and flushing water supply to some premises in Tai Po will be suspended
from 11 pm on Tuesday (January 28) to 6 am the following day for waste detections
on watermains.

The suspension will affect Pan Chung Tsuen, Pan Chung San Tsuen, Ma Wo
and the Youth Centre and Community Centre in Po Heung Street.

End

Water cut in Sheung Shui
* %k * ¥ %

Fresh and flushing water supply to some premises in Sheung Shui will be
suspended from 11 pm on Monday (January 27) to 6 am the following day for waste
detections on watermains.

The suspension will affect all premises in Shek Wu Hui, San Fat Street, Fu
Hing Street, Jockey Club Road, San Fung Avenue and Lung Sum Avenue.

End

Hong Kong Monetary Authority Interbank Liquidity

¥ ok ok ok ok

Aggregate
Balance Of

Settlement
Time Accounts

Opening aggregate balance 1,168 mn 0930 hr 16,735 mn
Closing aggregate balance 914 mn 1000 hr 16,841 mn
Change attributable to : 1100 hr 18,913 mn
Money market activity -60 mn 1130 hr 19,329 mn
LAF reversal +13,149 mn
LAF today -13,343 mn

LAF rate 4.00% bid/6.00% offer TWI 126.4 *-0.2* 25.1.97

Closed JANUARY 25, 1997

End




The Governor's "Letter to Hong Kong"
® % Kk k %

Following is the text of the Governor, the Rt Hon Christopher Patten's
broadcast on RTHK's "Letter to Hong Kong" this (Sunday) morning:

When things periodically appear to go wrong in Hong Kong, when, for
example, Chinese officials do or say things which seem to threaten aspects of our way
of life, I am invariably asked "What are you going to do about it?".

Now that is a fair question. I am responsible for the government of Hong Kong
until 30th June this year, and a fundamental part of that responsibility is to try to put in
place secure foundations for Hong Kong's stability and way of life. I think we can
reasonably say that Hong Kong is very well placed today. The economy is humming.
Crime is down. Our institutions work incredibly well. The question marks about the
future aren't, alas, related to anything people think that my Administration is going to
do before the middle of the year. I say, alas, because if that was the only problem we
could easily sort it out.

But there's another point that we shouldn't lose sight of, and that is that there's
plenty that people in Hong Kong can do as well. We are not simply limp victims of

other peoples' decisions.

Let's take for example the worries that have been understandably raised by the
announcement from a Preparatory Committee group that part of Hong Kong's defences
of our civil liberties should be struck down. Who can do anything about that? Well,
the people who helped to create those defences in the first place are well placed to act.
Especially since some of them have opted to join the provisional legislature which
China has decided to set up in the face of local and international criticism and
condemnation.

Now I happen to think that giving this so called legislature any credibility at all
1s pretty deplorable. How can you say that you're in favour of Hong Kong people
running Hong Kong, and democratic development in Hong Kong, if you're prepared to
go along with the dismantling of a body to which you've been yourself elected in a
legitimate election.

But let's put those very important principles on one side. Those who have
agreed to help close down Hong Kong's elected legislature can at least prevent the
trashing of Hong Kong's civil liberties. Many of them actually vated for our Bill of
Rights, for the Societies Ordinance, for the Public Order Ordinance and so on. They
voted for those measures and they spoke out in favour of them. Have they all changed
their mind?
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Having argued, for example, that the Bill of Rights was entirely consistent with
the Basic Law, have they been converted to some other point of view? Having made
mincemeat of the suggestion that the Bill of Rights somehow claimed pre-eminence
over the Basic Law, have they now done a U-turn? Having argued with eloquence and
passion that the Bill of Rights was an important building block in Hong Kong's
defence of its civilised values, are they now going to allow that building block to be
turned to sand?

In justifying their decision to join the provisional legislature they very often
talk about the importance of facing up to reality. Which is a bit like saying that
because 'flu is a reality you should spend most winters trying to catch it. But where's
the reality in the argument about Hong Kong's human rights. The reality is that our
human rights protection is fundamental to our way of life, and that way of life is
fundamental to our economic success. It seems to me that it's a reality which is worth
defending.

What are some of the consequences of the Sub-Group's recommendations?
One pretty obvious consequence is that the early months of the SAR Government will
be dominated by legal arguments and courtroom battles. I should have thought that
Hong Kong needs that like a hole in the head. People often say that we should have
less politics in Hong Kong. I don't happen to think that the politics we have already is
particularly extreme or immoderate, to put it mildly. But forget that for a moment.
What is plain as a pikestaff is that if you start trying to curtail people's liberties in
Hong Kong you really will start to politicise everything. You rapidly start to turn the
Hong Kong Government from a light touch administration to a heavy-handed one.
And do you really think that if we ban the use of loudhailers in demonstrations - that's
one of the consequences of messing about with these laws - Hong Kong would
become overnight a safer and more stable society? What sort of a place do these
people think Hong Kong is today?
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It is one of the most moderate, stable and reasonable societies on the planet.
You only have to spend a few days in Hong Kong to see that - or to watch the evening
news and compare what happens here with events elsewhere in the world. Has that
stability and moderation been enhanced or undermined since the Bill of Rights was
enacted in 1991 and amendments made to some of our laws - such as the Public Order
Ordinance - to bring them into line with it? You know the answer to that question, and
so does the rest of the world. Let me be more specific. There has been an increase in
the number of public meetings and processions over the last decade. But this doesn't
seem to have affected our economy which has doubled in size, or our crime levels
which have fallen. And, of course, the overwhelming majority - the overwhelming
majority - were held in an orderly and peaceful manner. Last year out of the 175
demonstrations held outside the New China News Agency in Happy Valley, there
wasn't a single arrest and not one prosecution. Not, in my view, proof of a society
where public order is in jeopardy or individual rights ride rough shod over the good of
the community at large. Further evidence of the maturity and sophistication of this
community, this community which cherishes its freedoms and recognises the link
between those political freedoms and its economic success. To those who insist we
need to turn the clock back, to walk back in time and reinstate laws that are obsolete,
at odds with our international commitments, and fly in the face of the way this society
operates today, I say why? Why is this necessary? Where is the operational need?
And if, as we are told, those steps are minor, then why take them if they generate, as

they certainly appear to do, considerable unease and hostility within our community -
not to mention - a pretty poor press for Hong Kong overseas?

Let's just look for a moment at the case which is being made for these changes.
It begins with the proposition that the existing laws on civil liberties are somehow
against the Basic Law. What is missing is any serious explanation of exactly where
these infringements are to be found. Why? Because - not just in my opinion, but in the
opinion of virtually the entire legal establishment in Hong Kong including the Bar
Association, the Law Society and even some members of the National People's
Congress, the Preparatory Committee and the Provisional Legislature - the laws
concerned are actually, in their current forms, entirely consistent with the Basic Law.

But what if one of our laws is inconsistent with the Basic Law? What should be
done about such a clash? It would obviously be pretty important to show that any
adjustment proposed was itself justifiable in terms of the Basic Law. But in the case of
these ordinances, that is patently not the case. The suggestion is that we put back on to
the statute book laws which have clearly been shown to contravene not only the Bill of
Rights but also the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which is itself
solemnly and fully enshrined in Article 39 of the Basic Law.
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The Basic Law is not just a handy anthology of debating points. It is the
fundamental constitutional document of the Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region. It is the standard against which the community and the world will judge
whether one country two systems means what it says - whether tomorrow's Hong
Kong, like today's, really will be a free and open society. In any debate about changes
to the law, the community has a right to expect a full legal analysis to justify any
change which is being proposed. Anything less, not only does a disservice to the
people of Hong Kong. It also devalues the Basic Law itself.

Let me make one other thing plain. This is not - and must not be seen as - a
matter of personalities, as some may be tempted to see it. It is far too important for
that. It is about principles, principles which are at the heart of Hong Kong's way of
life.

In the end, Hong Kong's autonomy under the Basic Law will only work if
people stand up for it. The community will make up its own mind about the efféct of
the changes now being proposed. But we must also remember that Hong Kong is one
of the great international cities of the world. No amount of self belief in Hong Kong
itself will be enough if Hong Kong's partners stop being willing to give one country
two systems the benefit of the doubt. We cannot dictate to the international community

what they should think: they will make up their own mind on the basis of what those
taking decisions about Hong Kong's future actually say and do.

Now I daresay some people will say that we're making too much of a meal of
all this. That's not the impression I get from reading the newspapers and hearing what
people have to say. I think there's one very simple question which has to be addressed.
Is Hong Kong going to have the same freedoms after 1997 - yes or no? If the answer
to that question is yes, then why, I repeat, do we need to make all these changes? And
if the answer is no, we are entitled to learn just what is going to be usurped, just how
much is going to be taken away, why that's going to happen and how it squares with
the international covenants and all the other promises China has made.

As I say, that's a pretty simple question. It's one that I intend continuing to ask
until I get some rather more satisfactory answers. I hope that you'll ask it too.

End
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Yearly figures on court insolvency cases released
* % ¥k % ¥

There were 557 new compulsory company liquidations last year, representing
less than 1.2 per cent of the total number of new companies incorporated during the

year (49,730).
The corresponding figures in 1995 were 481 and 1.5 per cent.

Reviewing the work of the Official Receiver's Office in 1996, the Official
Receiver, Mr Robin Hearder, said: "The number of new compulsory company
liquidations in 1996 was only around 0.1 per cent of the total number of companies

(483,200).

"Major causes of failure were a decline in business, cash-flow problems and
poor management."

Mr Hearder also said the number of new bankruptcies increased from 455 in
1995 to 543 last year.

"The major causes of failure were inability to meet liabilities arising from
personal guarantees and excessive use of personal credit facilities," he said.

He added that althougﬁ the total number of nmew court insolvencies had
increased from 936 in 1995 to 1,100 in 1996, it was low in comparison with other
overseas jurisdictions in view of the huge volume of economic activities in Hong
Kong.

The businesses mainly affected by compulsory company liquidations and
bankruptcies included garment and knitting manufacturing, importers and exporters,
restaurants and canteens, electrical and electronic manufacturing, construction and
engineering, land/property development and investment, as well as transport and
godowns.

Petitions were filed by the Director of Legal Aid (36 per cent), trade creditors
(31 per cent), banks and financial institutions (22 per cent), landlords (4 per cent),
shareholders (two per cent), personal (two per cent) and others (three per cent).

On insolvency prosecutions, there were 126 summonses as against 120 in 1995
issued against bankrupts and directors of compulsory wound-up companies for failure
to submit statements of affairs to the Official Receiver, failure to keep proper books
and records and misconduct.
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A total of 69 bankrupts or directors as against 86 in 1995 were convicted of
insolvency offences. The total amount of fines imposed by the court was $256,535 as
against $524,980 in 1995. Thirty-four orders for disqualification of company directors
were made by the Court in 1996. The directors concerned were prohibited from acting
as directors for periods varying from one to four years.

Thirty-seven warrants of arrest were issued against uncooperative bankrupts or
directors in 1996 and six warrants were implemented.

Total dividends declared by the Official Receiver during 1996 (excluding
BCCHK) amounted to $62.92 million in 249 insolvencies, as against $71.7 million in
242 insolvencies in 1995.

One hundred per cent preferential payments or ordinary dividends were
declared in 99 insolvencies as against 100 cases in 1995. Substantial dividends were
also declared to the creditors of Vucan Co Ltd ($3.75 million), Shuen Kwok Tung
trading as Hansom Engineering Co ($4.09 million) and Alan Tin Chao Lau ($3.31
million).

End

Survey on port back-up operations in NT being conducted
* % % ¥ %

The Task Force Black Spots (TFB) of the Lands Department is conducting a
blanket survey on existing port back-up operations in the New Territories.

"The survey, to be completed next month, is aimed at getting a proper
understanding of these operations in order to help long-term planning and
development," the Government Land Agent/TFB, Mr Allan Hay, said today (Sunday).

According to a report submitted to the Special Committee on Cleaning Up the
New Territories, the TFB continued to make progress in cleaning up environmental
black spots in the New Territories.

In the Pat Heung Pilot Action Area, the TFB had considered 158 cases covering
18.6 hectares by the end of last year.

"A total of 59 existing use (EU) undertakings covering eight hectares of land
had completed the required in-situ environmental improvement works (IEITW).
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"Currently, there are 212 EU undertakings on private land in the action area.

About 70 per cent of them will have completed the necessary IEIW by the end
of March," said Mr Hay.

In the North District (East) Action Area, the TFB had considered 10 cases
covering 2.38 hectares. Of these, two EU undertakings had completed the required

[EIW.

"In addition, all govemmeﬁt sites along either sides of three trunk roads in the
area, except those falling within the sites of two road projects, had been cleared and
fenced off as scheduled by the end of November last year," he said.

Turning to the Ha Tsuen and Lau Fau Shan Container Action Area, Mr Hay
said the 13 EU container depots covering 34.94 hectares had all conformed to the
Code of Practice (COP) and completed the IETW according to the COP.

"The only non-conforming EU depot has finally reduced its stacking height to
eight containers," Mr Hay said.

"The COP has been widely accepted by well-organised depots and the TFB is
taking steps to regularise the structures of the conforming EU depots."

"Any illegal extension or addition will not be tolerated and action is in hand to
check the ground situation of the depots again," he stressed.

The TFB was set up by the Lands Department in August 1994 with a
commitment to deal with the proliferation of conversion of agricultural land into open
storage yards and other similar uses in the New Territories prior to 1990.

It reports to a Special Committee on Cleaning up the New Territories. Chaired
by Legislative Councillor, Dr Samuel Wong, the committee advises the Government
on all matters relating to the environmental black spots and oversee the task force's
work.

End
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Public reminded not to steal water from fire hydrants
* k k % %

The Water Supplies Department today (Sunday) reminded the public that it was
an offence to tap water from fire service installations for non-fire fighting purposes.

"The offence carries a maximum fine of $5,000 and a further fine of $200 per
day for continuing offences," a spokesman for the department said.

Among a number of court cases recently, a driver and four construction
workers were found guilty of using water from on-street fire hydrants for non-fire

fighting purposes.

"The driver was fined $6,000 while the penalties on the four workers ranged
from $4,000 to $10,000," he said.

Another case involved a cleansing company in Ngau Tau Kok which had
carried out unauthorised alterations to a fire service facility and used the water for
washing. The company was fined $4,000.

Also, a food caterer in San Po Kong and an employee of a seafood shop in
Ngau Tau Kok were charged with illegal use of fire service water supply for cooking
and washing. They were fined $1,200 and $1,500 respectively.

End

Applications for running induction programmes invited
ko ok ok %

The Education Department is inviting applications from non-profit-making
voluntary agencies to run induction and extension programmes for new immigrant
children from China.

The programmes are aimed at helping these children to adapt to the local
environment and providing educational support, especially remedial teaching of
English, for them.

A senior education officer, Miss Wong Yuk-ha, said, "Government subvention
will be in the form of a block grant covering expenses for teaching staff, centre
administration and basic teaching equipment."
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"The induction programme is designed for immigrant children aged between
six and 15 who have arrived in Hong Kong from China for less than one year.

"The extension programme provides new immigrants aged between nine and 15
with remedial teaching to improve their English," she said.

Each class will be of 60 teaching hours.

Non-profit-making voluntary agencies can now obtain application forms from
the Adult Education Section, Education Department at Room 1106, 213 Queen's Road
East, Wan Chai.

Application forms can also be obtained by post by sending a self-addressed
envelope to the section.

All completed applications should reach the Adult Education Section not later
than February 17.

Enquiries should be directed to 2892 6670 during office hours.

Induction courses were first introduced in April 1995. Since then, 812 induction
courses have been run by voluntary agencies throughout the territory and more than
10,500 immigrant children have attended.

Meanwhile, 420 extension courses have been run to enable some 5,300 children
to improve their English.

End

Family of traffic accident victim awarded $80,700
* k k ¥ %

The Social Welfare Department (SWD) has awarded $80,700 from the Traffic
Accident Victims Assistance (TAVA) Fund to the family members of a man killed in a
traffic accident in Fanling last month.

The man, aged 61, was the driver of a light goods vehicle which collided with
other vehicles in Fanling Highway on December 30 last year. The deceased was
survived by his wife, a son and three daughters.
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A spokesman for the department said today (Sunday) that the TAVA scheme
was aimed at providing prompt financial assistance to traffic accident victims or their
dependants, regardless of the means of a family or the fault element in the accident.

"Beneficiaries under the scheme will retain the right to make claims for legal
damages or compensation from other sources in the usual way.

"However, those who receive other damages or compensation relating to the
same accident are required to repay the amount of assistance already received from the
TAVA scheme.

"But in any case, the amount repaid will not exceed the amount of damages or
compensation awarded," the spokesman said.

Enquiries about the scheme may contact the SWD's TAVA Section at Room
942, ninth floor, Wu Chung House, 213 Queen's Road East, Wan Chai, or on 2834
T472.

Five organisations to raise funds in February
* % %k % %

Five organisations have been granted permission to raise funds next month
(February) for charitable purposes, a spokesman for the Social Welfare Department

said today (Sunday).

They will either sell flags, tokens or similar items, or place donation boxes in
designated public places.

Members of the public can call the department's hotline 2343 2255 in case of
doubt.

Any organisation planning to hold activities involving collection of money or
sale or exchange for donation of badges, tokens or similar articles in a public place for
charitable purposes should apply for a public subscription permit from the Social
Welfare Department.

The spokesman appealed to organisers to take precautions against any possible
fraud.
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"Sellers should display the permit or carry copies of the permit for inspection
upon request if the fund-raising is mobile," he said.

The spokesman also advised them to prepare guidelines for sellers, setting out
the places and the times for selling and the collection points for bags.

"Organisers should inform the Police in case of loss of property, and seek their
help when fraudulent acts, such as tampering of collection bags or making
unauthorised selling, are found," he added.

Permits are given to the following organisations to raise funds next month:

Elag Day

Event Day Organisation
February 1 Pok Oi Hospital
February 8 Tuen Mun Hospitals

February 15 The Methodist Church, Hong Kong
(Methodist Epworth Village Community Centre)

February 22 Yan Chai Hospital
Subscrinti
Event Date Organisation

February 15, 22 & 28 Land of Virtue Centre Ltd

End

Vegetable growing competition winning entries on display
* & k ¥k ¥

Winning entries of the Primary School Children Vegetable Growing (in pots)
Competition will be displayed at Hong Kong Teachers' Centre at Pak Fuk Road, North
Point on Tuesday (January 28) and Wednesday (January 29).

Organised by the Education Department in co-operation with the Agriculture
and Fisheries Department, the competition is to provide school children with the
learning activity to study the growth of plants. It is also aimed at enhancing their
concern for the environment.
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The competition was first organised for government primary schools and
because of the enthusiastic response, it has now expanded to cover all primary schools
in Hong Kong.

Six common vegetables which flourish in winter time were selected for this
year's competition.

Prior to the competition, responsible teachers of all participating schools were
invited to join a seminar on vegetable cultivation and they were encouraged to share

their experiences in vegetable growing.

End

Flushing water cut in Kwai Chung
% % %k %k %

Flushing water supply to all premises in North Kwai Chung will be suspended
from 9 am to 4 pm on Wednesday (January 29) for maintenance works on watermains.

The suspension will affect all premises in Lei Muk Shue Estate, Shek Yam
Estate, Shek Lei Estate, Cheung Shan Estate, Lo Wai, Sam Tung Uk Chuen, On Yam
Estate, Wo Yi Hop Road and Hoi Pai Resite Village.






