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DISCRTIINATORY CONSTRAINTS CN TRADE CAUSE FOR ANXIETY
ook ok R
The Financial Secretary, Mr. C.P. Haddon-Cave, said today that
Hong Kong has very real anxieties about discriminatory constraints-on
trade.

He said: "We are worried about preferential tariff schemes which

do not apply to all competitor countries alike and thereby give unfair

advantages to some at the unwarranted expense of others,!"

lMr. Haddon-Cave was speaking at a luncheon meeting today, the
opening day of the American Fortnight.

However, he believed that such difficulties as remain between
the United States and Hong Kong could be overcome,

His confidence, the Financial Secretary said, stems in part from
the fact that, there is, in political reality, no question of large
countries dominating small countries in the sphere of international trade.

"And, in any case, no country is truly independent in economic
terms; instead there is a degree of inter-dependence and, in the case of
the United States and Hong Kong, I would like to think that this inter-
dependence has generated a fund of goodwill and of mutual trust and
understending which pervades ideas of self-interest," Mr. Haddon-Cave
said.

besosnse

Note to Editors: The full text of the Financial Secretary's

speech will be distributed separately in the G.I.S.

press boxes this evening.
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HIGH-SPEED METHODS OF CONSTRUCTION

Employed In Government Housing Projects

ok o o e ok ok ok

Thanks to the effectiveness of new high-speed methods of construction,

work on providing public housing at Tung Tau Tsuen Estate for 3,370 people

is entering its final four-month phase ahead of schedule.

The project is the building of a new block of flats in Area D of
the housing estate. The contract was awarded last November on the basis of
a reduced contract period, cut by six months from 21 months to 15 months,
which was offered by the successful tenderer and accepted by the Government.

This reduction was made possible by a combination of sophisticated
quick-build methods, never fully employed in Hong Kong previously. The
techniques include the use of pre-cast ceiling-and-floor bases and of steel
shuttering to form the walls.

The contract has now progressed to a stage where this system has
demonstrated a vast improvement over conventional construction methods both
in timing and in quality, a spokesman for the Architectural Office of Public
Works Department said today. "It has not only proved its tremendous speed,
but has also produced a much better standard of finish."

The block, which consists of eight floors of housing above two
storeys of shops, should be completed next February at a cost of about

$6.4 million.
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Note to Editors: In view of the interest in such high-speed

construction methods, which can play a big part in
helping to achieve the Government's ten-year housing
target, the Architectural Office is inviting all the
media to send representatives to see the system in

operation on Thursday (October 18) morning.

Transport will be available outside the
reception area of Murray Building, Garden Road,
at 9.45 a.m.; the demonstration facility, combined

with a media conference, will begin on site at 10.30 a.m.

To get a good view from above of the coenstruction
scene, the conference (at which much additional infor-

mation will be available and at which gquestions will

be welcome) will be held on an upper half=completed

floor., While there will be no danger, we have been
advised that anyone with a poor head for heights might

find the location uncomfortable.
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ESTATE TLATS FURNISHINGS REFLECT HIGHER LIVING STANDARDS
ook ook o
Anyone who wants first hand examples of the rising living

standards in public housing estates, and in the community in general,

should compare the interiors of flats there today with what they were

ten years ago, said Mr. Ian Lightbody, Secretary for Housing, tcday
(October 15).

He was speaking at the opening of the Australian Carpet and
Furniture display at the Australian Trade Commission show room in
Connaught Centre.

Mr, Lightbody said that it could be hoped that the high-standard
products on show there would, in:the years:to come, be found in some of
Hong Kong's public housing estates.

"These developing tastes," he said, "are increasingly well serwed
by the widening range of attractive home furnishings and fittings now
available in Hong Kong and I am sure that this range of products from
Australia will do much to expand and enrich that range."

Mr. Lightbody pointed out that Housing Authority architects
tried to inject as much variety as possible into the design and appearance
of estates &nd their facilities.

He said: "I am sure this is no less true in the private housing
sector but I think we would all admit that nowadays so many flats, even
in the private sector, tend to look very similar to other flats that we
know, and it is only by expressing one's personality or preferences in
the choice of furniture and fittings that one can make one's own home
a distinctive aond personalised place.
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"It seems to me that Hong Kong families are developing greater
taste and imagination in this respect and, more to the point, they can now

afford to be o grent deal more selective than in the past."
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VISITORS TO CITY MUSEUM AND ART GALLERY
PASS 40,000 MARK
-
A totol of 41,922 people visited the City Museum and Art
Gollery in September —— an increase of more than 100 per eent on attendanoe
figures for the some month last year.
The main reason for the higher attendance was an exhibition of

paintings, oalligraphy seals and seal prints by the noted Chinese painter

Ch'i Paje~shih,
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NEW CLINIC IN SHA TAU KOK
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- The existing government clinic within the closed area of Sha

Tau Kok, New Territories, will soon be replaced by a new rural cliniec
and maternity home.
Operating on rented premises, the.present out-patient clinic
does not provide maternity facilities,
The two-storey new clinic is being built on a.17,000-square=foot
site outside the closed area and opposite the Sha Tau Kok Police Station.
There will be an out-patient clinic on the ground floor, including
two consulting rooms, a dispensary, a treatment and injection room, among
others. ..
A seven-bed maternity ward, together with a delivery room and
living quarters for the resident staff will be provided on the upper floor.
The new clinic is expected to bring better medical and, in particular,
maternity facilities to residents of Sha Tau Kok and its neighbouring areas.
At present, the Sha Tau Kok Clinic provides out-patient services
on a sessional basis only and maternity cases are referred to the Shek Wu
Hui Jockey Club biinic.for delivery.
Construction of the new clinic, which commenced in January, is
expected to be completed by the end of this year. It should go into operation
early next year.

The estimated cost of the project is $1.2 million.
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LABOUR DISPUTE SETTLED
ook

A dispute involving 220 workers of the Technieal Products
Limited ( in receivership) has been amicably settled by the Labour
Relations Service of the Labour Department.

The dispute broke out on October 8 over the question of
severange pay,

Under an agreement reached on October 12, daily-rated and
monthly-rated workers today each received 7 days' and one month's wages
in lieu of notice respectively.

In addition, they each received two months' wages as severance

ray. The total amount involved is in the region of $330,000.

s o S S
WATER INTERRUPTION IN FANLING
Wokk ok ko

Water supply to a number of premises in Fanling in the New
Territories will be interrupted for eight hours on Wednesday (October 17)
starting from 10 p.m,

The stoppage will enable the Waterworks Office to connect a
water main at Ko Po Bridge in Sha Tau Kok Road.

Premises affected by the water stoppage are situated along

Sha Tau Kok Road between Queen's Hill Camp and Sha Tau Kok Market,

including those in Ping Che Road, and the Ta Kwu Ling Police Station,
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\T INSTITUTE FOR SOCIAL WORK TRAINING
ok
The Institute for Social Work Training, one of the projects in
the five-year plan for the development of welfare services in Hong Kong,
officially began classes today (Monday).

Spealting at a brief welcoming ceremony for the students, Mr.

K.V.J, Topley, the Director of Social Welfare, ruid the occasion marked

"the stert of sémetﬁing that will have a very big influence on Hong Kong
in the future." |

He said as the intake of students built up so would the corps
of professionally trained social workers to form the base on which social
welfare serf{ceg will be expanded.

He said while each school or institution had its own style,
much depended on the students themselves and how they responded.

"We need to establish a new style in eocial work in Hong Kong
and one way of doing this is through new people like yourselves," he told
the students.

Mr. Topley stressed that helping people is impeortant and said
they could achieve new standards through their training to deal with
more difficult problems as :more demands are made of social workers.

In welcoming the students, Mr. L.B. MacQuarrie, Principal of
the Institute, said many had made sacrifices such as giving up jobs to
join the Institute, but-they would have the satisfaction of knowing they
would become professionally trained social workers.

f‘I‘he Institute seesese
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The Institute was set up following the recommendations of
experts from Hong Kong and abroad, to provide a two-year certificate
course in social work training,
It is at present housed in the Social Welfare Department's
Lady Trench Training Centre in Oi Kwan Road, Wanchai.
sscence

llote to Editors: Copies of a photograph taken at a reception

welcoming the students will be distributed separately

in the G.I.S, press boxes this evening,
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COURTESY CALL ON U.C. CHATRMAN
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Mr. George Witchell, Travelling Commissioner from the British

Boy Scouts Association headquarters, today paid a2 courtesy visit to

Mr., A. de O. Sales, Chairman of the Urban Council at the City Hall.
Mr. Witchell holds the Silver Wolf Award, the highest in the
Scout movement, for services of the most outstanding character.

He has served the Scout movement for more than 50 years.
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COURTESY CALL ON DIREGTDR OF SOCIAL WELFARE
P
A delegatiqn from the Kanagawa youth group "Tomorrow's Youth"
which visited Hong Kong dgring the weekend to meet young people here in
a cultural exchange visit, today (Monday) paid a courtesy call on the
Director of Social Velfare, lir, K.W.J. Topley, before leaving for South

Korea.

The delegation was led by Mr. Sakaru Higuchi, Chief Manager of

T

the Youth and ChildreaES Division of the Kanagawa Prefecturél G;*érnmeﬁt
in Yokohama, who sponsored the trip for the 460 Japanese young men and
women.

Mr., Higuchi said their meeting with the young people of Hong
Kong in sports, cultural and social activities was very successful and
thanked the Social Welfare Departme..t for co—ordinatirg the exchange
programme.,

In reply, lir.. Topley said the visit was a step forward in
developing international youth relationships and the name chosen for the
group showed that the Kanagawa Prefectural Government was not only
thinking of today}s youth but those of the future as well.

Mr. Higuchi elso presented Mr, Topley with a replica of a helmet
worn by ancient Japanese warriors on behalf of the Governor of Kanagawa
Prefecture, In return, he received a banner from Mr. Topley.
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Note to Editors: Copies of a photograph showing Mr, Higuchi

presenting the souvenir to Mr. Topley will be
distributed separately in the G,I1.S. press boxes

this evening.
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Release time: 7.45 p.m,






