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FOOD SURVEILLANCE FIGURES FOR 1993 RELEASED
- J0F S S

THE HYGIENE DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH TOOK 27,214
FOOD SAMPLES FOR CHEMICAL ANALYSIS LAST YEAR UNDER ITS REGULAR FOOD
SURVEILLANCE PROGRAMME.

THE PURPOSE IS TO ENSURE THAT FOOD SUPPLIED TO THE COMMUNITY 18
WHOLESOME, UNADULTERATED, UNCONTAMINATED, PROPERLY LABELLED AND OF
NUTRITIOUS QUALITY.

EXAMINATION REPORTS REVEALED THAT 27,025 SAMPLES WERE
SATISFACTORY, WHILE 189 OR 0.69 PER CENT WERE UNSATISFACTORY AS
COMPARED WITH 1.3 PER CENT IN 1992.

BACTERIOLOGICAL EXAMINATION ALSO SHOWS THAT OUT OF THE 10,807
SAMPLES TAKEN, 10,265 WERE SATISFACTORY WHILE 542 OR 5 PER CENT WERE
UNSATISFACTORY AS COMPARED WITH 5.3 PER CENT IN 1992.

MOST OF THE UNSATISFACTORY CASES INCLUDED HIGH BACTERIAL COUNT
IN SHELLF1SH, RAW FISH AND MEAT PRODUCTS.

OTHERS WERE MAINLY SEAFOOD CONTAINING HIGHER LEVEL OF HEAVY
METAL, FOOD CONTAINING NON-PERMITTED COLOURING MATTERS, AND FOOD
CONTAINING NON-PERMITTED OR EXCESSIVE FOOD ADDITIVES.

THE UNSATISFACTORY CASES FOR MEAT AND MEAT PRODUCTS WERE
ATTRIBUTED MAINLY TO IMPROPER HANDLING AND STORAGE IN RETAIL OUTLETS.

THE DIVISION CARRIED OUT 207 PROSECUTIONS AND ISSUED 185
WARNING LETTERS.

IT HAS ALSO MONITORED FOOD FOR RADIOACTIVITY SINCE 1986. THIS
HAS EXTENDED TO FOOD IMPORTED FROM CHINA SINCE LAST YEAR.

[N 1993, A TOTAL 'OF 514 FOOD  SAMPLES WERE TAKEN FOR
RADIOACTIVITY MEASUREMENT AND ALL RESULTS WERE SATISFACTORY .

ON THE LABELLING OF PRE-PACKAGED FOOD, THE DIVISION CHECKED
14,472 LABELS, [SSUED 254 WARNING LETTERS AND EXECUTED 41
PROSECUTIONS.

IN THE SAME PERIOD, THE DIVISION INSPECTED 6,868,995 KILOGRAMS
OF IMPORTED MEAT AND 12,689,353 KILOGRAMS OF IMPORTED POULTRY IN 2,925
INSPECTIONS.

ABOUT 811,100 KILOGRAMS OF FOOD WERE FOUND UNFIT FOR
CONSUMPTION AND WERE DESTROYED LAST YEAR.

A TOTAL OF 168 CASES OF FOOD POISONING WERE REPORTED DURING THE
PERIOD WITH 862 PERSONS AFFECTED. INVESTIGATIONS SHOWED THAT 105 WERE
DOMESTIC OUTBREAKS AND 63 FOOD-PREMISES OUTBREAKS.

BACTERIAL FOOD POISONTNG REMAINED THE MOST COMMON CAUSE WHICH
ACCOUNTED FOR 34 PER CENT OF THE CASES.

THERE WERE 39 CASES OF FOOD POISONING OWING TO CONTAMINATED
VEGETABLES AND 41 CASES OF SEAFOOD POISONING OF BIOTOXIN IN NATURE.
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RESTIDENTIAL MORTGAGE SURVEY RESULTS FOR FEBRUARY
¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ X X

THE GROWTH RATE OF RESIDENTIAL. MORTGAGE LOANS DECELERATED
SLIGHTLY 1IN FEBRUARY, ACCORDING TO THE LATEST MONTHLY SURVEY OF THE
HONG KONG MONETARY AUTHORITY (HKMA).

THE AMOUNT OF RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE LENDING BY THE 33
INSTITUTIONS 1IN THE SURVEY GREW BY 1.0 PER CENT IN FEBRUARY (1.2 PER
CENT IN JANUARY), FROM $221.7 BILLION TO $224 BILLION.

THIS TS BELOW THE AVERAGE MONTHLY GROWTH RATE OF 1.5 PER CENT
OVER THE LAST 12 MONTHS.

"THE FEBRUARY FIGURES SEEM TO HAVE BEEN INFLUENCED BY SEASONAL
FACTORS AS WELL AS BY THE FURTHER TIGHTENING MEASURES ANNOUNCED BY
CERTAIN BANKS IN JANUARY," THE DEPUTY CHIEF EXECUTIVE (BANKING) OF THE
HKMA, MR DAVID CARSE, SAID.

"SOME BANKS, HOWEVER, SAW CONTINUED RAPID GROWTH IN THEIR
LENDING IN FEBRUARY," HE SAID.

THE THREE-MONTH MOVING AVERAGE OF OUTSTANDING LENDING HAS RISEN
TO 12.2 PER CENT (ANNUALISED), COMPARED WITH 12.0 PER CENT 1IN THE
THREE-MONTH PERIOD TO JANUARY.

THE 12-MONTH AVERAGE OF OUTSTANDING LENDING STANDS AT AN
ANNUALISED GROWTH RATE OF 17.3 PER CENT, HAVING RISEN FROM 16.1 PER
CENT IN JANUARY.

NEW LOANS APPROVED BUT NOT YET DRAWN FELI, TN FEBRUARY FROM $6.5
BILLION TO $5.3 BILLION.

"JUDGING FROM THESE FIGURES, I EXPECT THAT THE AMOUNT OF
OUTSTANDING LENDING WILL RISE IN MARCH AT ABOUT THE SAME RATE AS 1IN
FEBRUARY," MR CARSE SAID.

"HOWEVER, A RENEWED UPSURGE IN DEMAND BY BORROWERS CANNOT BE
RULED OUT AND BANKS SHOULD THEREFORE REMAIN CAUTIOUS," HE SAID.

AS REGARDS LENDING FOR THE PURCHASE OF PROPERTIES IN CHINA, THE
LATEST FIGURES SHOW THAT SUCH LENDING ROSE BY 1.5 PER CENT 1IN
FEBRUARY, FROM $3.66 BILLION TO $3.71 BILLION.

THE INCREASE WAS ENTIRELY ATTRIBUTABLE TO LOANS FOR THE
PURCHASE OF RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES.

GROSS LOANS MADE IN FEBRUARY FELL BOTH IN NUMBERS (FROM 307 TO
203) AND IN AMOUNT (FROM $116 MILLION TO $101 MILLION).

NEW LOANS APPROVED ALSO DROPPED IN TERMS OF BOTH NUMBERS (FROM
435 TO 223) AND AMOUNT (FROM $198 MILLION TO $107 MILLION).
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GOVT DISAPPOINTED AT EXTENSION OF MORATORIUM
e B

IN RESPONSE 'TO PRESS ENQUIRIES, A GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN SAID
TODAY (THURSDAY) THE GOVERNMENT WAS VERY DISAPPOINTED TO LEARN THAT
THE PUBLIC SERVICE PANEL HAD DECIDED TO EXTEND THE LIFE OF THE PUBLIC
OFFICERS (VARIATION OF CONDITIONS OF SERVICE) (TEMPORARY PROVI SIONS)
ORDINANCE UNTIL THE END OF THE LEGISLATIVE SESS ION IN JULY THIS YEAR.

"WE HAVE BEEN HOLDING INTENSIVE TALKS WITH THE LOCAL AND
OVERSEAS STAFF ASSOCIATIONS, TRYING VERY HARD TO WORK OUT A MUTUALLY
ACCEPTABLE WAY FORWARD FOR THE INTERIM MEASURE OF ALLOWING CERTAIN
OVERSEAS OFFICERS TO TRANSFER TO LOCAL TERMS," HE SAID.

"A LOT OF PROGRESS HAS ALREADY BEEN MADE. GIVEN THE
WILLINGNESS TO FIND A SOLUTION AND WITH MORE HARD WORK BY THE PARTIES
CONCERNED, THERE IS A FAIR CHANCE THAT AN AGREEMENT CAN BE REACHED,"
HE ADDED.

THE SPOKESMAN NOTED THAT EXTENDING THE ORDINANCE WAS NEITHER
NECESSARY NOR HELPFUL.

[T WILL ONLY PROLONG AND AGGRAVATE THE UNCERTAINTY CAUSED BY
THE ORDINANCE AS BOTH THE DEPARTMENTS AND THE OFF1CERS CONCERNED WILL
FIND IT DIFFICULT TO PLAN THEIR WORK AND FUTURE [N THE NEXT FEW
MONTHS.

"THE JOB OF MANAGING THE CIVIL SERVICE SHOULD BE LEFT TO THE
ADMINISTRATION AND SHOULD NOT BE THE SUBJECT OF LEGISLATION.

"0 AVOID ANY VIOLATION OF THE BILL OF RIGHTS, WE SHALL HAVE NO
CHOICE BUT TO CONTINUE TO GRANT SHORT EXTENSIONS ON OVERSEAS TERMS TO
OFFICERS WHO WOULD OTHERWISE BE ABLE TO TRANSFER TO LOCAL CONDITIONS
OF SERVICE UNTIL THE ORDINANCE EXPIRED, " SAID THE SPOKESMAN.

SINCE JULY 30 LAST YEAR WHEN FHE GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCED [TS
DECISION TO ALLOW OVERSEAS AGREEMENT OFFICERS WHO ARE HONG KONG
PERMANENT RESIDENTS TO APPLY FOR TRANSFER TO LOCAL TERMS SUBJECT TO
CERTAIN CONDITIONS, A TOTAL OF 113 APPLICATIONS HAVE BEEN RECEIVED.

OF THE TOTAL, TWO HAD BEEN APPROVED BEFORE THE PASSAGE OF THE
ORDINANCE, NINE HAVE BEEN APPROVED 1IN PRINCIPLE SINCE THE PASSAGE OF
THE ORDINANCE, 21 HAVE BEEN REJECTED AND FOUR WITHDRAWN. THE REST ARE
STILL BEING PROCESSED.
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ANOTHER CONTRACT AWARDED FOR CHEUNG CHING TUNNEL
¥ ¥ 3k ¥ X

THE CENTRAL TENDER BOARD HAS ACCEPTED A $49 MILLION TENDER
SUBMITTED BY BALFOUR BEATTY LIMITED FOR THE PROVISION OF TUNNEL
VENTILATION AND CENTRAL MONITORING AND CONTROL SYSTEMS FOR CHEUNG
CHING TUNNEL ON TSING YI ISLAND, A GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN ANNOUNCED

TODAY (THURSDAY ).

CHEUNG CHING TUNNEL IS A MAJOR ELEMENT I N THE ATRPORT CORE
PROGRAMME’S (ACP) HIGHWAY NETWORK L INKING THE NEW A [RPORT AT CHEK LAP
KOK AND TUNG CHUNG NEW TOWN TO KOWLOON AND CENTRAL HONG KONG.

JIT ALSO
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IT ALSO FORMS PART OF THE TSING Y1 SECTION OF ROUTE 3, A NEW
NORTH-SOUTH HIGHWAY LINKING THE BORDER AND NORTHWEST NEW TERRITORIES
WITH WEST KOWLOON.

THE FIRST PART OF ROUTE 3 TO BE CONSTRUCTED FALLS WITHIN THE
ACP AND CONNECTS THE LANTAU FIXED CROSSING WITH THE WEST KOWLOON
EXPRESSWAY VIA TSING YI AND KWAT CHUNG.

WORKS TO BE EXECUTED UNDER THE CONTRACT AWARDED INCLUDE THE
DESIGN, MANUFACTURE, INSTALLATION, TESTING AND COMMISSIONING OF THE
FOLLOWING ELECTRICAL AND MECHANICAL FACILITIES:

¢ TUNNEL VENTILATION SYSTEM
CENTRAL MONITORING AND CONTROL SYSTEM

TENDERS WERE RECEIVED FROM FOUR PREQUALIFIED TENDERERS AND
BALFOUR BEATTY LIMITED SUBMITTED THE LOWEST BID. THE WORKS WILL START
THIS MONTH FOR COMPLETION BY JANUARY 1997,

THE AWARD OF THIS CONTRACT RRINGS THE TOTAL NUMBER OF ACP
CONTRACTS AWARDED BY THE GOVERNMENT TO 38, WITH A TOTAL VALUE OF OVER
$31.7 BILLION.

TOGETHER WITH THE SIX MAJOR CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS, VALUED AT
$10.7 BILLION, AWARDED BY THE PROVISIONAL ATRPORT AUTHORITY, AND THE
$5.7 BILLION CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT AWARDED BY THE WESTERN HARBOUR
TUNNEL  COMPANY LIMITED, THE TOTAL VALUE OF CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS
AWARDED FOR THE ACP, ALL WITHIN BUDGET, IS OVER %48 BILLION.

LS T T

ONE MORE WEEK FOR BRITISH NATTIONALITY SCHEME APPLICATIONS
¥ RS X

THE GOVERNMENT TODAY (THURSDAY ) REMINDED INTENDING APPLICANTS
OF THE BRITISH NATIONALITY SELECTION SCHEME THAT ONLY ONE WEEK IS LEFT
REFORE THE CLOSE OF THE APPLICATION PERIOD ON MARCH 31 (THURSDAY).

UNDER THE FINAL PHASE OF THE SCHEME, 13,160 HEADS OF
HOUSEHOLDS AND THEIR DEPENDANTS IN HONG KONG WILL BE ABLE TO REGISTER
AS BRITISH CITIZENS.

AS AT YESTERDAY, A TOTAL OF 10,169 APPLICATIONS FOR THE FINAL
PHASE OF THE SCHEME HAD BEEN RECEIVED.

COMMENTING ON THE RESPONSE, A  GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN SAID BT
REFLECTED A STRONG INTEREST IN THE SCHEME. FURTHER INCREASES IN THE
NUMBER OF APPLICATIONS ARE EXPECTED AS THE DEADLINE DRAWS NEAR.

"APPLICANTS SHOULD SUBMIT THEIR APPLICATIONS AS [EARLY AS
PRACTICABLE TO AVOID A LAST-MINUTE RUSH AND MISSING THE DEADLINE
INADVERTENTLY. LATE APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED," THE SPOKESMAN
SAID.

APPLICATION FORMS TOGETHER WITH A SET OF GUIDANCE NOTES ARE
AVAILABLE FROM  THE GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS CENTRE, IMMIGRATION
OFFICES, PUBLIC ENQUIRY SERVICE CENTRES OF DISTRICT OFFICES AND POST
OFFICES.

/NINE NEW
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NINE NEW REFERENCE MANUALS HAVE BEEN PUBLISHED TO EXPLAIN THE
GENERAL PRINCIPLES AND RULES FOR AWARDING POINTS FOR EACH OF THE
POINT-SCORING ATTRIBUTES AND GIVE THE COMPUTER CODES FOR OCCUPATIONS,
QUALIFICATIONS AND AWARDS.

THE SPOKESMAN ADVISED APPLICANTS TO CONSULT THE MANUALS BEFORE
COMPLETING THE APPLICATION FORM IN ORDER TO PROVIDE ACCURATE AND FULL
INFORMATION, AS APPLICATIONS WILL BE ASSESSED ON THE BASIS OF THE
INFORMATION PROVIDED IN THE FORM.

THE MANUALS ARE AVAILABLE FOR REFERENCE AT ALL PUBLIC ENQUIRY
SERVICE CENTRES OF DISTRICT OFFICES, IMMIGRATION OFFICES, POST
OFFICES AND PUBLIC LIBRARIES.

THEY ARE ALSO AVAILABLE FOR SALE AT $24 A COPY AT THE
GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS CENTRE ON THE GROUND FLOOR OF THE GENERAL POST
OFFICE BUILDING IN CENTRAL, IMMIGRATION DEPARTMENT HEADQUARTERS IN
WAN CHAI, PUBLIC ENQUIRY SERVICE CENTRES OF DISTRICT OFFICES,
SELECTED POST OFFICES AND CENTREPOINT MINISTORES.

COMPLETED FORMS, TOGETHER WITH AN APPLICATION FEE OF $300 1IN
CROSSED CHEQUE OR CASHIER'S ORDER, SHOULD BE RETURNED BY PERSONAL
DELIVERY OR REGISTERED MAIL TO THE BRITISH NATIONALITY DIVISION OF
IMMIGRATION DEPARTMENT AT IMMIGRATION TOWER, 7 GLOUCESTER ROAD, WAN
CHAI.

ENQUIRIES SHOULD BE MADE ON THE IMMIGRATION DEPARTMENT HOTLINE
802 9900.
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MARINE DEPARTMENT SEIZES "NEW ORIENT PRINCESS"
¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥

THE DIRECTOR OF MARINE, MR ALLAN PYRKE, HAS DECIDED TO SEIZE
THE VESSEL "NEW ORIENT PRINCESS" AFTER HER OWNERS FAILED REPEATEDLY
TO COMPLY WITH ORDERS TO REMOVE THE WRECK, PRINCIPAL MARINE
OFFICER/VESSEL TRAFFIC SERVICES BRANCH OF THE MARINE DEPARTMENT, MR
BARRIE HIRD, SAID TODAY (THURSDAY).

THE WRECK OF THE VESSEL HAS BEEN BEACHING AT FAT TONG CHAU TF
TSEUNG KWAN O SHORTLY AFTER THE VESSEL CAUGHT FIRE ON AUGUST 25 LAST
YEAR.

"THE MARINE DEPARTMENT FIRST ISSUED AN ORDER TO THE OWNERS HS
SEPTEMBER 27, 1993, REQUESTING THEM TO REMOVE THE WRECK WITHIN FOUR
WEEKS," MR HIRD SAID.

AN EXTENSION FOR SIX WEEKS WAS GRANTED AT THE REQUEST OF THE
OWNERS WHEN THE FOUR-WEEK PERIOD EXPIRED.

§INCE THEN SEVERAL EXTENSIONS WERE GRANTED TO GIVE THE OWNERS
MORE TIME TO FIND WAYS TO REMOVE THE WRECK.

ON MARCH 11 THIS YEAR, THE DEPARTMENT ISSUED A FURTHER NOTIEE
TO THE OWNERS INFORMING THEM THAT NO FURTHER EXTENSION WOULD BE
GRANTED.

/THEY ARE
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THEY ARE ALSO INFORMED THAT UNLESS THEY WOULD PROVIDE BY MARCH
17 THIS YEAR DOCUMENTATION SHOWING A CONTRACT HAD BEEN SIGNED FOR THE
REMOVAL OF THE WRECK TOGETHER WITH A WORK PLAN AND SCHEDULE, THE
DIRECTOR OF MARINE WOULD TAKE ACTION TO SEIZE THE VESSEL UNDER
SECTION 21(3) OF THE SHIPPING AND PORT CONTROL ORDINANCE.

A FORMAL NOTICE OF THE SEI1ZURE OF THE VESSEL WILL BE GAZETTED
TOMORROW .

"IF NO CLAIM FOR THE RELEASE OF THE VESSEL IS RECEIVED BY THE
MARINE DEPARTMENT WITHIN 14 DAYS AFTER THE PUBLICATION OF THE NOTICE
[N THE GAZETTE, THE VESSEL MAY BE PUT UP FOR AUCTION," MR HIRD SAID.

"THE LONGER THE WRECK 1S ALLOWED TO REMAIN AT ITS PRESENT SITE
WITHOUT ANY ATTEMPT TO REMOVE IT, THE GREATER THE RISK 15 POSED
EITHER BY BREAKING UP, CAUSING POLLUTION FROM RUPTURED OR
DETERIORATED TANKS OR EVEN, IN TYPHOON CONDITIONS, OF COMING OFF
THE BEACHING SITE," HE SAID.
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55 LEGCO MEMBERS DEBATE BUDGET
¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ %

A TOTAL OF 55 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL MEMBERS HAVE SPOKEN IN THE
DEBATE ON THE APPROPRIATION RILL 1994 AT A TWO-DAY MEETING THAT ENDED

TODAY (THURSDAY).

THE DEBATE ON THE BILL IS FURTHER ADJOURNED UNTIL NEXT
WEDNESDAY (MARCH 30) WHEN GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS WILL REPLY TO THE
POINTS RAISED.
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HONG KONG MONETARY AUTHORITY
MONEY MARKET OPERATIONS
IR T

CUMULATIVE
TIME CHANGE
MILLION (HOURS) ($ MILLION)
OPENING BALANCE IN THE ACCOUNT 2,160
CLOSING BALANCE IN THE ACCOUNT 3532089
CHANGE ATTRIBUTABLE TO

MONEY MARKET ACTIVITY +824
LAF TODAY +225

LAF RATE 2.00 BID/4.00 OFFER
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HONG KONG MONETARY AUTHORITY
EF NOTES/HONG KONG GOVERNMENT BONDS
TERMS TERM 1SSUE COUPON PRICE YIELD
1 WEEK ; 18 MONTHS 2508 4.625 99.89 4.76
1 MONTH : 21 MONTHS 2511 4.15 98.79 4.97
3 MONTHS 24 MONTHS 2602 98.76
6 MONTHS 3. 32 MONTHS 3610 96.80

12 MONTHS 4,42 35 MONTHS 3701 97.21

TOTAL TURNOVER OF BILLS AND BONDS - 13,563 MN

CLOSED 24 MARCH 1994






