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NORWAY INTRODUCES RESTRICTION ON HK TEXTILE EXPORTS
* X X X %

THE TRADE, INDUSTRY AND CUSTOMS DEPARTMENT ANNOUNCED IN
A NOTICE TO EXPORTERS TODAY (TUESDAY) THAT NORWAY HAD DEC IDED
TO INTRODUCE +TEMPORARY IMPORT RESTRICTION+, WITH EFFECT FROM
JANUARY 1, 1978, ON IMPORTS OF TEXTILES AND CLOTHING FROM HONG

KONG.

FULL DETAILS OF THE NORWEGIAN ACTION ARE NOT YET AVAILABLE
EngWég% BE ANNOUNCED IN A FURTHER NOTICE TO EXPORTERS AS SOON
OSS IBLE.

MEANWHILE, THE DEPARTMENT HAS DECIDED TO ACCEPT EXPORT
LICENCE APPLICATIONS COVERING EXPORTS OF ALL TEXTILE PRODUCTS TO
NORWAY AND TO ISSUE LICENCES FREELY,

THE DEPARTMENT HAS, HOWEVER, CAUTIONED THAT SUCH L ICENCES
DO NOT GUARANTEE THAT THE GOODS WOULD BE ADMITTED FOR IMPORTATION
INTO NORWAY, IT HAS ADVISED EXPORTERS THAT THEY SHOULD, IN THEIR
OWN INTERESTS, ENSURE THAT THEIR NORWEGIAN IMPORTERS HAVE THE
NECESSARY IMPORT PERMITS [N RESPECT OF ANY TEXTILE PRODUCTS WHICH

THEY SHIP TO NORWAY.

COMMENTING ON THIS ANNOUNCEMENT, THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF TRADE,
MR. JOHN CHAN, SAID THAT THE NORWEGIAN GOVERNMENT’S DECISION WAS

REGRETTABLE BUT NOT ENTIRELY UNEXPECTED.

MR. CHAN RECALLED THAT NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN NORWAY AND HONG
KONG TOOK PLACE LAST MONTH BUT WERE SUSPENDED BECAUSE HONG KONG
COULD NOT ACCEPT THE HEFTY CUTBACKS IN QUOTAS DEMANDED BY THE
NORWEG |AN S IDE.

+WE DID PROPOSE TO NORWAY THAT, IN ORDER TO MINIMISE DISRUPTION
TO THE TRADE AND TO ALLOW THE NORWEGIAN AUTHORITIES TIME FOR
FURTHER REFLECTION, HONG KONG WOULD IMPLEMENT TEMPORARY ARRANGEMENTS
TO RESTRAIN ITS EXPORTS OF CERTAIN TEXTILE PRODUCTS DURING THE
FIRST THREE MONTHS OF 1978. CLEARLY THE NORWEGIAN AUTHORITIES
HAVE DECIDED NOT TO ACCEPT OUR PROPOSAL+, MR, CHAN SAID.

+WE NOW AWAIT FULL DETAILS OF THE NORWEGIAN ACTION. UNTIL
SUCH DETAILS HAVE BEEN RECEIVED | CANNOT OFFER ANY FURTHER COMMENTS+,
MR. CHAN ADDED.

HONG KONG’S EXPORTS OF TEXTILES AND CLOTHING TO NORWAY AMOUNTED
TO HK$222 MILLION IN 1976. THIS REPRESENTED 1.3 PER CENT OF
HONG KONG’S TOTAL EXPORTS OF TEXTILES AND CLOTHING TO THE WORLD.
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TENDERS INVITED FOR OPERATING TWO NEW QUARRIES
* % X ¥ X

TENDERS ARE BEING INVITED FROM A LIST OF PRE-QUAL IF IED
CONTRACTORS FOR THE OPERATION OF TWO NEW QUARRIES == ONE AT
ANDERSON ROAD IN KOWLOON AND THE OTHER AT PICNIC BAY ON LAMMA
ISLAND.

THE PRE-QUAL IF IED CONTRACTORS CONSIST OF THREE LOCAL AND
12 FOREIGN COMPANIES, INCLUDING THOSE FROM THE UNITED K INGDOM,
FRANCE, SWITZERLAND, AUSTRALIA AND HOLLAND,

MR. DICK PILLING, CHIEF GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEER OF THE PUBLIC
WORKS DEPARTMENT, SAID TODAY THAT THE GOVERNMENT’S DECISION TO
INVITE TENDERS INTERNATIDNALLY WAS AIMED AT BROADENING THE FIELD
AND INTRODUC ING MORE COMPETITION INTC THE MARKET.

CONTRACTORS ALREADY OPERATING CONTRACT QUARRIES IN HONG KOKG
WOULD NOT BE INVITED TO TENDER FOR THE NEW ONES.

MR, PILLING SAID THAT THE FIRST CONTRACT WOULD BE FOR THE
QUARRY AT TA| SHEUNG TOK, ANDERSON ROAD, AND WOULD COMBINE TwO
OF THE EXISTING QUARRIES THERE.

THE CONTRACTS FOR THESE TWO QUARRIES WILL EXPIRE LATER THIS
YEAR.

THE OUTPUT FROM THE NEW QUARRY WILL EXCEED ONE MILL ION
TONNES OF AGGREGATE A YEAR.

+1T 1S EXPECTED THAT THE NEW CONTRACT WILL START BEFORE THE
END OF THE YEAR AND WILL RUN FOR AT LEAST TEN YEARS,+ HE SAID.
+COMPREHENS IVE RESTORATION WORKS WILL EE CARRIED OUT WHEN QUARRYING
IS COMPLETED.+

THE SECOND CONTRACT IS FOR QUARRYING ON LAMMA [ISLAND AND
WOULD START EARLY IN 1979.

MR. PILLING SAID IT WAS PLANNED TO BUILD A SEAWALL AT
KOK TUNG WAN ON THE NORTHERN SHORE OF THE PICNIC BAY, AND RECLAIM
ABOUT 7.3 HECTARES OF LAND WHICH WOULD BE USED INiTIALLY AS A
WORK SITE FOR THE NEW QUARRY THERE.

HE SAID THAT THE MATERIAL USED FOR RECLAMATION WOULD BE THE
OVERBURDEN FROM THE SITE AND UNSUITABLE MATERIAL FROM THE QUARRY.

THE CONTRACT FOR THE OPERATION OF THIS QUARRY, HE ADDED,
WOULD BE FOR TEN YEARS AND WHEN IT EXPIRES, THE LAND WOULD BE
MADE AVAILABLE FCR GOVERNMENT USE.

MR. PILLING EMPHASISED THAT STRICT CONDITICNS WOULD BE LAID
DOWN FOR THE OPERATION OF THE QUARRY AND THE REHAEILITATION OF
THE SITE.

/+NO WORK AT ALL
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+NO WORK AT ALL WILL BE PERMITTED ON SUNDAYS QR PUBLIC
HOL IDAYS,+ HE SAID, +AND STRINGENT CONTROLS WILL BE PLACED ON
BLASTING AND DUST EMISSION FROM THE QUARRY WHEN IT IS OPERATING. +

WHEN THE EXCAVATION IS COMPLETED, THE AREA WILL BE LANDSCAPED
;EEE?EEND OTHER VEGETATION PLANTED, AND ALL SIGNS OF THE INDUSTRY ’
E .

STONES FROM THE QUARRY WILL EE TRANSPORTED BY BARGE FROW
LAMMA |ISLAND,
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BE CAREFUL WITH THOSE PORTABLE HEATERS
* ¥ ¥ X X

THE FIRE SERVICES DEPARTMENT TODAY URGED THE PUBLIC TO BE
CAUTIOUS WHEN USING PORTABLE HEATERS AT HOME AND AT PLACES OF
WORK DURING COOLER AND DRIER WEATHER.

A SPOKESMAN FOR THE DEPARTMENT SAID KEROSENE AND ELECTRIC
HEATERS COME INTO WIDE USE DURING THESE DAYS AND FIRES WERE
LIKELY TO OCCUR BECAUSE A FEW SIMPLE SAFETY RULES WERE OVERLOOKED.

+A COMMON CAUSE OF FIRES ARISING FROM THE USE OF ROOM HEATERS
IS THROUGH PLACING THEM IN UNSUITABLE LOCATIONS,+ THE SPOKESMAN
POINTED OUT. THESE INCLUDED AREAS CLOSE TO INFLAMMABLE LIQUIDS OR
MATERIALS, OR WHERE CHILDREN PLAY.

+BEFORE TURNING ON ANY TYPE OF HEATERS,+ HE SAID, +IT IS
STRONGLY RECOMMENDED THAT THOUGHT BE GIVEN AS TO WHICH IS THE
SAFEST SPOT TO PUT IT. KEEP IT WELL AWAY FROM CURTAINS OR BEDDING
MATER IALS AND ALSO MAKE SURE IT IS NOT TOO CLOSE TO UPHOLSTERED
FURNITURE. SATISFY YOURSELF FULLY THAT IT CANNOT BE KNOCKED OVER
BY PLAYING CHILDREN OR ELDERLY PEOPLE.+

HE SAID A NUMBER OF KEROSENE HEATER FIRES STARTED WHEN PEOPLE
TRIED TO FILL OR MOVE THE HEATERS WHILE THEY WERE STILL BURNING.
+THIS IS VERY DANGEROUS AND HAS RESULTED IN DEATHS AND INJURIES.+

AS REGARDS ELECTRIC HEATERS, THE SPOKESMAN SAID THESE WERE
SOMET IMES TURNED ON BLINDLY WITHOUT FIRST MAKING SURE THEY WERE
WELL AWAY FROM COMBUSTIBLE MATERIALS OR PRODUCTS.

ALSO, WIRES WERE OFTEN PLUGGED INTO ADAPTORS OPERATING OTHER
ELECTR ICAL APPL IANCES, THUS RESULTING IN THE WIRING BECOMING
OVERHEATED.

THE SPOKESMAN ALSO ADVISED THAT BEFORE TURNING ON A ROOM
HEATER FOR THE FIRST TIME IT SHOULD BE GIVEN A THORQUGH INSPECTION
TO ENSURE THAT IT IS CLEAN AND THAT ALL PLUGS, LEADS OR WICKS

ARE IN GOOD CONDITION,

HE WARNED THAT DURING THE CURRENT DRY WEATHER, +THERE IS A
TWO TO FIVE FOLD INCREASE IN THE CHANCES OF FIRE.+
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MAR INE DEPARTMENT READY TO COMBAT OIL SPILLAGE
* Xk % ¥ ¥ ¥

HONG KONG |S WELL GEARED TO COMBAT AN OIL SPILLAGE, THANKS
TO THE FORESIGHT AND PREPAREDNESS OF THE MARINE DEPARTMENT.

THE DEPARTMENT’S POLLUTION CONTROL UNIT HAS TRAINED MORE
THAN 200 CIVIL AID SERVICES PERSONNEL SINCE LAST APRIL.

ASS ISTANT MARINE OFF ICER, MR. R.A., CASTRO, WHO IS IN CHARGE
OF THE TRAINING, SAID THAT THERE WAS A CONSTANT DANGER OF OIL
SPILL IN HONG KONG WATERS BECAUSE OF THE HEAVY SEA TRAFFIC,

THE GROUNDING OF THE DANISH CONTAINER SHIP, ADRIAN MAERSK,
OFF LAMMA ISLAND RECENTLY SERVES AS A REMINDER OF THIS EVER
PRESENT THREAT.

+BECAUSE OF THIS, WE HAVE TO TRAIN UP AS MANY PERSONNEL AS
POSSIBLE IN OIL CLEARING OPERATION TO MEET FUTURE CONTINGENCY,+
MR. CASTRO SAID.

THE COURSE HELD ONCE EVERY MONTH IS A COMPREHENS IVE ONE
LASTING TWO DAYS.

THE FIRST DAY TRAINING INVOLVES A SHORT THEORECTICAL LECTURE
AND +DRY DRILL+ AIMED AT GIVING THE TRAINEES THE BASICS OF
ANT I=0IL POLLUTION WORK AND TO FAMILIARISE THEM WITH THE EQUIPMENT
DEPLOYED IN OIL DISPERSAL,

ON THE SECOND DAY OF THE COURSE, +WET DRILL+ PRACTICE TAKES
PLACE ON BOARD A MARINE LAUNCH. THE EXERCISE IS USUALLY CARRIED
OUT AT CHOSEN SPOTS WHERE OIL SPILLAGE POTENTIAL IS HIGH.

MR. CASTRO STRESSED THE IMPORTANCE OF FIELD PRACTICE SO AS
TO GET TRAINEES USED TO ROUGH SEA CONDITIONS AND THE HANDL ING OF
VAR IOUS EQUIPMENT ON THE POLLUTION CONTROL LAUNCH.

THE EXERCISE ALSO PROVIDES AN OPPORTUNITY FOR THE TRAINEES TO
LEARN HOW TO OPERATE TELECOMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT, ACQUIRE
KNOWLEDGE OF WIND AND TIDE EFFECTS AND TO FAMIL IARISE THEMSELVES
WITH THE GEOGRAPHICAL FEATURES OF HONG KONG WATERS.

IN HONG KONG THE METHOD ADOPTED IN DISPERSING OIL IS THE USE
OF A NON-TOXIC CHEMICAL WHICH IS SPRAYED ON THE OIL SLICK SO AS

TO EMULSIFY IT.

IN THE EVENT OF AN QIL SPILL, THE FIRST ACTION BY THE POLLUTION
CONTROL UNIT WOULD BE TO STOP THE SPILL AT SOURCE AND DISPERSE
THE OIL BY APPLICATION OF CHEMICAL DISPERSANTS. |IF POSSIBLE
THE SPILL SHOULD BE CONTAINED AND PREVENTED FROM SPREADING TO
AN AREA WHERE DAMAGE COULD OCCUR, SUCH AS A FISH FARM OR TYPHOON
SHELTER BY DEPLOYMENT OF CONTAINMENT BOOMS.
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TRAFF IC ARRANGEMENTS IN KOWLOCN CITY AND KWUN TONG
* % % % % x °

THE TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT ANNQUNCED TODAY (TUESDAY) THAT WITH
EFFECT FROM 10 A.M. ON FRIDAY (JANUARY 6), THE ROAD INTERSECTION
OF MOK CHEONG STREET AND KOWLOON CITY ROAD WILL BE CLOSED TO TRAFFIC
FOR ABOUT SIX MONTHS TO FACILITATE ROADWORKS.

DURING THE CLOSURE PERIOD TRAFFIC REQUIRING ACCESS TO TO KWA
WAN ROAD FROM MA TAU CHUNG ROAD WILL BE DIVERTED TO OLYMPIC AVENUE
AND SUNG WONG TO! ROAD OR VIA MA TAU WEI| ROAD AND SHEUNG HEUNG ROAD.

IN ADDITION, THE FOLLOWING TRAFFIC ARRANGEMENTS WILL BE
IMPLEMENTED IN THE AREA:

% SUNG WONG TO! ROAD, INCLUDING THE TEMPORARY AL IGNMENT
SECTION, WILL BECOME URBAN CLEARWAY TO ALL MOTOR VEHICLES
EXCEPT FRANCHISED BUSES BETWEEN 7 A.M. AND 7 P.M. DAILY=

MOK CHEONG STREET BETWEEN MA TAU CHUNG ROAD AND TAM KUNG
ROAD WILL BE RE-ROUTED WESTBOUND= AND

MOK CHEONG STREET FROM PAK TA| STREET TO KOWLOON CITY ROAD
AND FROM TO KWA WAN ROAD TO KOWLOON CITY ROAD WILL BE
RE-ROUTED FROM ONE-WAY EASTBOUND TO TwWO-WAY.

AT THE SAME TIME, KMB ROUTE NOS. 3B, 5C, 11B, 12A, 13A, 293
AND CROSS HARBOUR TUNNEL BUS ROUTE NO. 106 WILL BE DIVERTED TO

OPERATE ON SUNG WONG TOI! RCAD INSTEAD OF‘MOK CHEONG STREET.

MEANWHILE IN KWUN TONG, A SECTION OF HOI BUN ROAD EAST OF
SHUN YIP STREET WILL BE OPENED TO TRAFFIC FROM 10 A.M. ON FRIDAY
TO COINCIDE WITH THE OPENING OF THE NEW CARGO HANDL ING AREA BETWEEN
SHUN YIP STREET AND LAl YIP STREET.

TRAFFIC GOING TO THE NEW CARGO HANDL ING AREA SHOULD USE WAI
YIP STREET, SHUN YIP STREET AND THE NEW SECTION OF HOI BUN ROAD.

APPROPR IATE TRAFFIC SIGNS WILL BE POSTED IN KOWLOON CITY
AND KWUN TONG AREAS TO GUIDE MOTORISTS.
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WATER CUT IN TSUEN WAN
* %X X % *

A NUMBER OF PREMISES IN TSUEN WAN, NOW RECEIVING 24-=HOUR
WATER SUPPLY WILL HAVE THEIR TAPS TURNED OFF FROM 10 P.M.
FRIDAY (JANUARY 6) TO 6 A.M. SATURDAY (JANUARY 7).

THIS IS TO FACILITATE WATERWORKS STAFF TO CARRY OQUT WORK
IN MA KOK STREET AND TEXACO ROAD.

THE AFFECTED AREAS INCLUDE SOUTHSIDE OF YEUNG UK ROAD FROM
TEXACO ROAD TO MA TAU PA ROAD= TEXACC ROAD FROM YEUNG UK ROAD
TO MA TAU PA ROAD= MA TAU PA ROAD FROM YEUNG UK ROAD TO TEXACO
ROAD= FUI YIU KOK STREET= WANG LUNG STREET= MA KOK STREET AND
LUNG TAK STREET.
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