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SHOP EXTORTION REPORTS
¥ ¥ F X X

FOLLOWING IS A QUESTION BY THE HON SELINA CHOW AND A REPLY BY
THE SECRETARY FOR SECURITY, MR ALISTAIR ASPREY, IN THE LEGISLATIVE
COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY):

QUESTION : WILL THE GOVERNMENT INFORM THIS COUNCIL:

(A) OF THE NUMBER OF REPORTS OF EXTORTIONS THAT HAVE BEEN
MADE BY BUSINESSES AND SHOPS IN THE LAST THREE YEARS;
OF THESE, HOW MANY ARE TRIAD RELATED;

OF THE NUMBER OF PROSECUTIONS RESULTING FROM THESE
REPORTS; AND

WHETHER THE GOVERNMENT INTENDS TO STEP UP PUBLICITY
ACTION TO STAMP OUT SUCH ACTIVITIES SO AS TO DETER
CRIMINAL ELEMENTS FROM FURTHER ATTEMPTS TO VICTIMIZE
INNOCENT BUSINESS OPERATIVES AND OWNERS?

REPLY:

MR PRESIDENT,

THE NUMBER OF REPORTS.OF EXTORTION MADE TO THE POLICE BY
BUSINESSES AND SHOPS IN 1991 WAS 92, OF WHICH 63 WERE TRIAD-RELATED;
IN 1992, IT WAS 108, OF WHICH 86 WERE TRIAD-RELATED; IN 1993, IT WAS
87, OF WHICH 59 WERE TRIAD-RELATED; AND IN THE FIRST TEN MONTHS OF
1994, 1T WAS 70, OF WHICH 57 WERE TRIAD-RELATED.

WE DO NOT HAVE STATISTICS ON THE NUMBER OF PROSECUTIONS
RESULTING FROM THESE REPORTS. HOWEVER, THE NUMBER OF PERSONS ARRESTED
IN RELATION TO THESE REPORTS IN 1991 WAS 60, OF WHOM 59 WERE CHARGED
WITH BLACKMAIL; IN 1992, IT WAS 67, OF WHOM 66 WERE CHARGED WITH
BLACKMAIL; 1IN 1993, IT WAS 101, ALLL. OF WHOM WERE CHARGED WITH
BLACKMAIL; AND IN THE FIRST TEN MONTHS OF 1994, IT WAS 58, ALL OF WHOM
WERE CHARGED WITH BLACKMAIL.

THE POLICE CONDUCT REGULAR VISITS TO BUSINESS OPERATORS AND
OWNERS, TO ENCOURAGE THEM TO REPORT CASES OF EXTORTION AND TO OBTAIN
THEIR COOPERATION IN COMBATING SUCH ACTIVITIES. THE GOVERNMENT
CONDUCTS REGULAR PUBLICITY CAMPAIGNS AGAINST ALL TRIAD-RELATED CRIME,
INCLUDING EXTORTION, THROUGH TELEVISION AND RADIO, POSTERS, LEAFLETS
AND MOBILE DISPLAYS. THIS IS ONE OF THE MAIN THEMES OF THE FIGHT
CRIME COMMITTEE PUBLICITY CAMPAIGN THIS YEAR.
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POLICE REVIEW REPORT AVAILABLE NEXT YEAR
£ X ¥ ¥ X

FOLLOWING IS A QUESTION BY THE HON JAMES TO KUN-SUN AND A REPLY
BY THE SECRETARY FOR SECURITY, MR ALISTAIR ASPREY, IN THE LEGISLATIVE
COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY):

QUESTION : WITH REGARD TO THE REPORT ON THE COMMAND STRUCTURE AND
MANNING LEVEL REVIEW OF THE ROYAL HONG KONG POLICE FORCE,
WHICH WAS COMPLETED AFTER A TWO-YEAR STUDY, WILL THE
GOVERNMENT INFORM THIS COUNCIL :-

(A) WHEN WILL THE DETAILS OF THE REPORT BE DISCLOSED, SO
THAT THE PUBLIC AND MEMBERS OF THIS COUNCIL CAN HAVE
SPECIFIC AND ACCURATE INFORMATION FOR ANALYSIS AND
DISCUSSION AND WILL THUS BE ABLE TO REFLECT THEIR
VIEWS TO THE GOVERNMENT; AND

WHETHER THE GOVERNMENT CONSIDERS THAT THE APPROPRIATE
TIME TO RELEASE DETAILS OF THE REPORT IS WHEN IT
APPLIES TO THE FINANCE COMMITTEE FOR FUNDS TO
IMPLEMENT THE MEASURES RECOMMENDED IN THE REPORT; IF
S0, WHAT THE REASONS ARE AND WHETHER THE REPORT WILL
BE PROMULGATED IN FULL THEN?

REPLY

MR PRESIDENT,

THE POLICE MANAGEMENT REVIEW, WHICH SEEKS TO DETERMINE THE
APPROPRIATE LEVEL OF MANAGEMENT WHICH THE FORCE NEEDS TO CARRY ouT ITS
FUNCTIONS, CONSISTS OF SOME 42 DETAILED REPORTS. IT IS A
COMPREHENSIVE EXAMINATION OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE POLICE FORCE,
INCLUDING THE SCOPE FOR FURTHER CIVILIANISATION AND GREATER USE OF
TECHNOLOGY. WE ARE FINALISING OUR STUDY OF ALL THESE REPORTS, AND
WOULD EXPECT TO HAVE REACHED OUR CONCLUSIONS IN THE NEXT TWO MONTHS .
WE WILL THEN BE READY TO REPORT TO THIS COUNCIL, PROBABLY IN THE FIRST
QUARTER OF NEXT YEAR. AT THAT STAGE, WE WILL MAKE AVAILABLE THE
DETAILED REPORTS.
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OVERSEAS PROFESSIONALS' JOB APPLICATIONS
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FOLLOWING IS A QUESTION BY THE HON FREDERICK FUNG KIN-KEE AND A
WRITTEN REPLY BY THE ACTING SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER, MR
LAM WOON-KWONG, IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY):

QUESTION : WILL THE GOVERNMENT INFORM THIS COUNCIL

(A)

REPLY

MR PRESIDENT,

(A)

OF THE NUMBER OF OVERSEAS PROFESSIONALS WHO HAVE
APPLIED TO WORK IN THE TERRITORY, AND THE NUMBER OF
SUCH APPLICATIONS WHICH HAVE BEEN APPROVED, IN EACH OF
THE PAST THREE YEARS;

OF THE NATIONALITIES OF THOSE OVERSEAS PROFESSIONALS
WHERE APPLICATIONS HAVE BEEN APPROVED;

WHETHER THERE ARE ANY QUOTA RESTRICTIONS ON THE
EMPLOYMENT OF OVERSEAS PROFESSIONALS FOR THE PRIVATE
SECTOR; AND

OF THE CRITERIA USED FOR APPROVING OVERSEAS
PROFESSIONALS TO WORK IN THE TERRITORY?

OUR CURRENT STATISTICS DO NOT CONTAIN A BREAKDOWN BY
PROFESSIONS. THE BEST POSSIBLE INFORMATION WE CAN
PROVIDE IS THE NUMBER OF APPLICATIONS FOR ENTRY FOR
EMPLOYMENT (EXCLUDING APPLICATIONS TO WORK AS DOMESTIC
HELPERS, AND AS SKILLED LABOURS UNDER THE GENERAL
IMPORTATION OF LABOUR SCHEME OR THE AIRPORT SCHEME)
FOR THE PAST THREE YEARS :-

APPLICATION APPROVAL

18,525 13,859
22,019 17,202

BREAKDOWN
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(B) A BREAKDOWN BY THE NATIONALITIES OF THE SUCCESSFUL
APPLICANTS IS SHOWN BELOW :-

" 1991 1992 1993

S — - - = - —

AUSTRALIAN 617 652 1042
CANADIAN | 330 409 491
FILIPINO 859 968 1147
GERMAN 391 385 521
INDIAN 546 479 697
JAPANESE 1991 2368 2508
KOREAN(S) 472 559 644
SINGAPORE 418 456 605
TAIWANESE 699 813 1122
USA

OTHERS

TOTAL

THE EMPLOYMENT OF THESE EXPATRIATES ARE NOT SUBJECT TO
ANY QUOTA. HOWEVER, THE EMPLOYERS HAVE TO JUSTIFY THE
NEED FOR RECRUITMENT FROM OUTSIDE HONG KONG.

THE POLICY GOVERNING THE ENTRY FOR EMPLOYMENT IS THAT
THE APPLICANT MUST POSSESS A SPECIAL SKILL, KNOWLEDGE ,
OR EXPERIENCE OF VALUE TO AND NOT READILY AVAILABLE IN
HONG KONG, OR THAT HE IS IN A POSITION TO MAKE A
SUBSTANTIAL CONTRIBUTION TO THE ECONOMY OF HONG KONG.
CONSIDERATION WILL ALSO BE GIVEN TO WHETHER THE
APPLICANT’S QUALIFICATIONS OR EXPERIENCE IS RELEVANT
TO THE POSITION OFFERED. IT IS ALSO OF IMPORTANCE
THAT HE WILL BE PAID THE GOING MARKET RATE. THIS IS
TO ENSURE THAT THE LOCAL WORKFORCE WILL NOT BE SUBJECT
TO UNFAIR COMPETITION FROM OVERSEAS.
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SUBSIDY TO YOUTH AND ELDERLY CENTRES
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FOLLOWING IS A QUESTION BY DR THE HON CONRAD LAM KUI-SHING AND
A WRITTEN REPLY BY THE SECRETARY. FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE, MRS KATHERINE
FOK, IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY) :

QUESTION : AT PRESENT, THE OPERATING COSTS OF YOUTH CENTRES RUN BY
SUBVENTED NON-GOVERNMENT ORGANISATIONS ARE FULLY SUBSIDISED
BY THE GOVERNMENT, WHEREAS SOCIAL CENTRES FOR THE ELDERLY
RUN BY THESE ORGANISATIONS ARE GRANTED SUBSIDY TO MEET 80
PER CENT OF THEIR OPERATING COSTS. IN VIEW OF THIS, WILL
THE GOVERNMENT INFORM THIS COUNCIL:

(A) OF THE REASONS FOR THE DIFFERENCE IN THE LEVEL OF
SUBSIDY GIVEN TO THESE TWO TYPES OF SERVICE CENTRES;

(B) WHETHER THE CURRENT SUBVENTION POLICY WILL BE REVIEWED
IN ORDER TO DISPEL ANY PUBLIC PERCEPTION OF THE
GOVERNMENT NEGLECTING THE WELL-BEING OF ELDERLY
PEOPLE; AND

OF THE RESPECTIVE UTILISATION RATES OF YOUTH CENTRES
AND - SOCIAL CENTRES FOR THE ELDERLY IN THE PAST THREE
YEARS?

REPLY IS AS FOLLOWS:

(A) DIFFERENT LEVELS OF SUBVENTION FOR THE TWO SERVICES
WERE BASED ON THE . FINDINGS OF A MAJOR REVIEW
ON WELFARE SUBVENTIONS CONDUCTED IN 19817 YOUTH
CENTRES, WHICH:@ AIM TO FOSTER THE DEVELOPMENTAL
NEEDS OF YOUNG PEOPLE, WERE PLACED UNDER THOSE
SERVICES WHICH RECEIVE 100 PER CENT SUBVENTION.
FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR SOCIAL CENTRES FOR THE ELDERLY,
WHICH PROVIDE SOCIAL AND RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES FOR
THE ELDERLY, WAS FIXED AT 70 PER CENT OF THE OPERATING
COSTS. SUBSEQUENTLY, THE LEVEL OF SUPPORT FOR SOCIAL
CENTRES FOR THE ELDERLY WAS RAISED 'TO 80 PER CENT 1IN
1990 IN VIEW OF THE INCREASING ROLE THE CENTRES
PLAYED IN MEETING THE SOCIAL AND RECREATIONAL NEEDS
OF ELDERLY PEOPLE. - !

THE WORKING GROUP ON THE CARE FOR THE ELDERLY HAS
RECOMMENDED THAT A SEPARATE CONSULTANCY STUDY ON THE
OBJECTIVES AND FUNCTIONS OF SOCIAL CENTRES BE
CONDUCTED. THE GOVERNMENT WILL EXAMINE THE QUESTION
OF SUBVENTION FOLLOWING THE COMPLETION OF THIS STUDY.
IT SHOULD BE NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT THE PROPOSED
PROVISION OF 100 PER CENT SUBVENTION TO SOCIAL
CENTRES FOR THE ELDERLY WOULD CONSTITUTE A
FUNDAMENTAL CHANGE TO THE SUBVENTION“POLICY AND THAT
THE GOVERNMENT WOULD NEED TO CONSIDER THE
IMPLICATIONS IN DETAIL.

/(C) YOUTH CENTRES .......
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YOUTH CENTRES AND SOCIAL CENTRES FOR THE ELDERLY HAVE NO
FIXED CAPACITY. UTILISATION RATES OF THE TWO SERVICES IN
-TERMS OF AVERAGE ATTENDANCE PER SESSION IN THE LAST THREE

YEARS ARE AS FOLLOWS
AVERAGE AVERAGE

MEMBERSHIP ATTENDANCE
TYPE OF SERVICE NO. OF CENTRES PER MONTH PER SESSION

SOCIAL
CENTRES
FOR

THE
ELDERLY

CENTRES

ENFORCEMENT OF TOYS AND CHILDREN’'S PRODUCTS SAFETY ORDINANCE
¥ X r ¥ x

FOLLOWING IS A QUESTION BY DR THE HON LEONG CHE-HUNG AND A
WRITTEN REPLY BY THE SECRETARY FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY, MR T H CHAU, IN
THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY):

QUESTION : AS THE TOYS AND CHILDREN'S PRODUCTS SAFETY ORDINANCE CAME
INTO OPERATION ON JULY 1, 18993, WILL THE GOVERNMENT INFORM

THIS COUNCIL :

(A) OF THE TOTAL NUMBER OF SAMPLES OF TOYS AND CHILDREN’S
PRODUCTS TESTED FROM JULY 1, 1993 TO JUNE 30, 1994;

(B) OF THE PROPORTION OF THE NUMBER OF TESTED SAMPLES TO
THE NUMBER OF ITEMS AVAILABLE FOR SALE IN THE LOCAL
MARKET IN THE SAME PERIOD;

OF THE RESPECTIVE TOTAL NUMBER OF PROHIBITION NOTICES
AND RECALL NOTICES SERVED IN THE SAME PERIOD;

OF THE TOTAL NUMBER OF PROSECUTIONS 1IN THE SAME
PERIOD, HOW MANY OF SUCH PROSECUTIONS HAVE RESULTED IN
CONVICTION AND WHAT IS THE HIGHEST, LOWEST AND AVERAGE
PENALTY IMPOSED BY THE COURT; AND

WHETHER THE ADMINISTRATION WILL CONSIDER PROVIDING

MORE MANPOWER TO CARRY OUT SPOT CHECKS SO AS ' TO
STRENGTHEN ENFORCEMENT MEASURES?

/REPLY :




REPLY

MR PRESIDENT,

(A)

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 1994

IN THE PERIOD JULY 1, 1993 TO JUNE 30, 1994, THE
CUSTOMS AND EXCISE DEPARTMENT SENT 1,835 SAMPLES OF
TOYS AND CHILDREN'S PRODUCTS TO THE GOVERNMENT
LABORATORY FOR TESTING.

WE HAVE NO INFORMATION ON THE NUMBER OF ITEMS OF TOYS
AND CHILDREN'S PRODUCTS AVAILABLE FOR SALE 1IN THE
LOCAL MARKET. THE CUSTOMS AND EXCISE DEPARTMENT
IDENTIFIES POTENTIAL UNSAFE TOYS AND CHILDREN'S
PRODUCTS BASED ON COMPLAINTS OR INFORMATION ‘RECEIVED.
THE DEPARTMENT HAS DEVELOPED ADMINISTRATIVE GUIDELINES
TO ENSURE THAT SUFFICIENT AND REPRESENTATIVE SAMPLES
OF TARGET TOYS AND CHILDREN’S PRODUCTS ARE SELECTED
FOR TESTING THEIR COMPLIANCE WITH THE SAFETY STANDARDS
PRESCRIBED IN THE ORDINANCE.

IN THE SAME PERIOD, 76 PROHIBITION NOTICES AND TWO
RECALL NOTICES WERE SERVED.

TWO IMPORTERS OF UNSAFE TOYS WERE PROSECUTED AND
CONVICTED. THEY WERE FINED $1,500 AND $2,000
RESPECTIVELY.

WHEN THE ORDINANCE WAS BROUGHT INTO EFFECT IN JULY
1993, THE CUSTOMS AND EXCISE DEPARTMENT ESTABLISHED A
DEDICATED TEAM OF 11 OFFICERS TO ENFORCE THE
ORDINANCE. IN JUNE 1994 ANOTHER TEAM OF 11 OFFICERS
WAS CREATED TO STRENGTHEN THE ENFORCEMENT EFFORTS. WE
WILL KEEP UNDER REVIEW WHETHER ADDITIONAL ENFORCEMENT
RESOURCES ARE REQUIRED FOR THE BETTER PROTECTION OF
CONSUMERS .
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FIXED TELECOM NETWORKS
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FOLLOWING IS A QUESTION BY THE HON ALBERT CHAN WAI-YIP AND A
WRITTEN REPLY BY THE SECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES, MR GORDON S1U,
IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY):

QUESTION : AS THE GOVERNMENT HAS AGREED IN PRINCIPLE TO LICENSE THREE
CONSORTIA TO OPERATE FIXED TELECOMMUNICATIONS NETWORKS,
WILL THE GOVERNMENT INFORM THIS COUNCIL

(A) HOW IT CAN ENSURE THAT THE THREE CONSORTIA WILL START
THEIR SERVICE AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE IN A ' FAIR AND
COMPETITIVE ENVIRONMENT; AND

WHAT IS THE PROGRESS IN THE NEGOTIATION BETWEEN THE
THREE CONSORTIA AND HONG KONG TELECOM ON THE SETTING
UP OF A JOINT NETWORK?

REPLY:

MR PRESIDENT,

THE FIXED TELECOMMUNICATION NETWORK SERVICES (FTNS) LICENCES TO
BE GRANTED TO THE FOUR OPERATORS , INCLUDING HONG KONG TELEPHONE
COMPANY, TO PROVIDE COMPETITIVE LOCAL FIXED NETWORK SERVICES AFTER THE
EXPIRY OF HONG KONG TELEPHONE’S MONOPOLY ON JUNE 30, 1995 WILL INCLUDE
A COMPREHENSIVE SET OF COMPETITIVE SAFEGUARDS TO PROMOTE AND ENFORCE
FAIR COMPETITION. THESE INCLUDE

OBLIGATIONS ON EACH OPERATOR TO INTERCONNECT WITH ALL OTHER
NETWORKS EFFICIENTLY, PROMPTLY AND ON A NON-DISCRIMINATORY
BASIS; IN THE EVENT OF DISPUTE, THE TELECOMMUNICATIONS
AUTHORITY (TA) IS EMPOWERED TO INTERVENE AND DETERMINE FAIR
TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR INTERCONNECTION .

DETAILED PROVISIONS TO PROTECT CONSUMER INTERESTS TOGETHER
WITH POWERS FOR THE TA TO PROHIBIT ANTI-COMPETITIVE
PRACTICES SUCH AS COLLUSION BETWEEN OPERATORS, BUNDLING OF
SERVICES TO RESTRICT CONSUMER CHOICE, ABUSE OF MARKET POWER,
PREDATORY PRICING, DISCRIMINATORY PRACTICES, ETC.

REQUIREMENTS TO COMPLY WITH THE TELEPHONE NUMBERING PLAN
ADMINISTERED BY THE TA TO ENSURE FAIR ALLOCATION AND USE OF
TELEPHONE NUMBERS BY THE FOUR COMPETING OPERATORS.

ARRANGEMENTS TO ENFORCE THE PRICE CAPPING OF HONG KONG
TELEPHONE'S BASIC CHARGES AND TO REQUIRE ANY OPERATOR WHO 18
IN A DOMINANT POSITION TO PROVIDE A SERVICE TO SUBMIT THE
CHARGES FOR THAT SERVICE FOR APPROVAL BY THE TA.

/IN ADDITION,
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IN ADDITION, TO ENSURE THAT THE NEW OPERATORS WILL INTRODUCE
THEIR SERVICES EXPEDITIOUSLY ONCE THEY HAVE BEEN GRANTED THE LICENCES,
SPECIAL CONDITIONS HAVE BEEN INCLUDED IN THEIR LICENCES COMMITTING
THEM TO A SPECIFIC PROGRAMME OF INVESTMENT AND NETWORK ROLL-OUT. AS A
CONDITION FOR THE GRANT OF THEIR LICENCES THE NEW OPERATORS WILL BE
REQUIRED TO TAKE OUT A PERFORMANCE BOND WHICH WILL BE FORFEITED IF
THEY FAIL TO MEET COMMITMENTS WITHOUT A VALID REASON. ALL FOUR
LICENCES WILL BE MADE PUBLIC AND AVAILABLE FOR INSPECTION AFTER THEY
HAVE BEEN GRANTED.

AS REGARDS INTERCONNECTION, THE FOUR OPERATORS ARE BEING
ENCOURAGED TO REACH AGREEMENT THROUGH COMMERCIAL NEGOTIATION. THIS IS
TC PROVIDE THEM WITH THE MAXIMUM FLEXIBILITY TO REACH INTERCONNECTION
ARRANGEMENTS THAT BEST MEET THEIR INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONAL AND
COMMERCIAL REQUIREMENTS. SHOULD THE NEGOTIATIONS FAIL, OR THE
AGREEMENTS REACHED BETWEEN ANY OF THE OPERATORS BE DEEMED TO BE ANTI-
COMPETITIVE OR AGAINST CONSUMER INTERESTS, THE TA IS EMPOWERED UNDER
THE TELECOMMUNICATION ORDINANCE (CAP 106) AND 1IN THE LICENCE
CONDITIONS TO INTERVENE AND DETERMINE FAIR TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR
INTERCONNECTION. THE TA IS MONITORING THE PROGRESS OF THE
INTERCONNECTION NEGOTIATIONS CLOSELY AND WILL CONSIDER TAKING A MORE
ACTIVE ROLE IF HE FEELS THAT THE NEGOTIATIONS ARE NOT PROCEEDING

SATISFACTORILY.

GOVERNMENT NOT COMPLACENT ABOUT INFLATION
¥ X ¥ x x

FOLLOWING IS A QUESTION BY DR THE HON DAVID LI KWOK-PO AND A
WRITTEN REPLY BY THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY, SIR HAMISH MACLEOD, IN THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY):

QUESTION : THE CORE INFLATION (EXCLUDING SUCH ITEMS AS FOOD AND
ENERGY) DURING THE SECOND QUARTER OF 1994 HAS REMAINED
STABILISED AT 9.1 PER CENT, SUGGESTING THAT INFLATION MAY
NOT BE SUBSIDING DESPITE RECENT MODERATIONS IN THE
INFLATION RATE. WILL THE GOVERNMENT INFORM THIS COUNCIL OF
THE CONCRETE ACTION TO BE TAKEN IN THE NEAR FUTURE TO
TACKLE INFLATION AS A MEANS OF MAINTAINING AND IMPROVING
HONG KONG'S COMPETITIVENESS IN THE REGION?

/ANSWER: .......




WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 1994

ANSWER:

PRIMARILY BECAUSE OF ON-GOING RESOURCE LIMITATIONS, THE
UNDERLYING INFLATIONARY PRESSURES 1IN THE ECONOMY REMAIN STRONG
NOTWITHSTANDING THE RECENT EASING IN THE [NFLATION RATE AS FOOD PRICES
SETTLE TO A NORMAL LEVEL. THIS IS BORNE QUT BY THE COMPONENTS IN THE
LATEST CONSUMER PRICE INDICES. IN GENERAL, CONSUMER PRICE INFLATION
CONTINUES TO BE DRIVEN MOSTLY BY THE DOMESTICALLY-ORIENTED COMPONENTS
SUCH AS HOUSING, CONSUMER SERVICES AND TRANSPORT, THE PRICES OR COSTS
OF WHICH CONTINUE TO RISE FASTER THAN AVERAGE . IMPORTED INFLATION
SEEMS TO HAVE INCREASED IN RELATIVE SIGNIFICANCE MORE RECENTLY, AS
REFLECTED BY THE MORE RAPID INCREASES IN THE PRICES OF CLOTHING AND
MISCELLANEOUS CONSUMER GOODS WHICH ARE LARGELY IMPORTED. BUT RELATIVE
TO DOMESTICALLY GENERATED INFLATION, IMPORTED INFLATION IS STILL OF
ONLY MINOR INFLUENCE.

IT 1S CLEAR THAT DOMESTICALLY GENERATED INFLATION IS5 CLOSELY
LINKED TO CONSTRAINTS IN THE KEY RESOURCES, NOTABLY LAND AND LABOUR.
MEASURES TO ALLEVIATE THE RESOURCE CONSTRAINTS WILL THEREFORE NOT ONLY
HELP TO ALLEVIATE INFLATION, BUT WILL ALSO ENHANCE HONG KONG’S
PRODUCTIVE CAPACITY, THEREBY CONTRIBUTING TO HONG KONG'S ECONOMIC
GROWTH AND COMPETITIVENESS.

ON LAND RESOURCES, THE TWO REPORTS OF THE GOVERNMENT’S TASK
FORCE HAVE LED TO CONSCIOUS ACTION BEING TAKEN, INCLUDING THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE HOUSING BRANCH, TO ENSURE THAT THERE WILL BE
ADEQUATE SUPPLY OF HOUS [NG AND LAND TO MEET DEMAND, UP TO 120
HECTARES OF NEW LAND HAVE BEEN IDENTI FIED OVER AND ABOVE THE NORMAL
LAND DISPOSAL PROGRAMME FOR RESIDENTI AL, DEVELOPMENT IN THE MEDIUM TO
LONGER TERM. AS TO COMMERCIAL DEV ELOPMENT, ADDITIONAL LAND FOR OFFICE
PREMISES WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE FROM THE CENTRAL AND WAN CHAI
RECLAMATION AND ALONG THE AIRPORT RAI LWAY. MOREOVER, THE NEW CATEGORY
OF INDUSTRIAL/OFFICE (I/0) BUILDING PROJECTS WILL PROVIDE A
COMPLEMENTARY SOURCE OF SUPPLY OF NEW O FFICE SPACK. IN GENERAL, WHERE
DEVELOPMENT PLANS ARE LODGED THE GOVEKRN MENT WILL SEE TO IT THAT THEY
ARE PROCESSED EXPEDITIOUSLY.

ON ‘LABOUR RESOURCES, ALTHOUGH THE ECONOMY IS CURRENTLY
BENEFITING FROM A FASTER ] NCREASE IN THE LABOUR FORCE DUE TO MORE
FORMER EMIGRANTS RETURNING AND MORE EX PATRIATES COMING TO HONG KONG,
THE DEMAND FOR LABOUR IS PERSI STENTLY STRONG GIVING A TIGHT LABOUR
MARKET OVERALL. FOR THE LONGER TERM, RAISING LABOUR PRODUCTIVITY
OFFERS THE BEST SOLUTION TO THE LABOUR SHORTAGE. BUT IN THE INTERIM,
ADDITIONAL LABOUR SUPPLIES FROM I MPORTED SOURCES ARE HELPFUL. THIS 18
INDEED THE CASE WITH OUR AIRPORT CORE PROGRAMME, WHERE THE MASSIVE
WORKLOAD AND THE TIGHT TIME SCHEDULE, ALONG WITH AN ALREADY HEBAVILY
LOADED CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY AT PRESENT, DICTATE THAT A SUBSTANTIAL
AMOUNT OF IMPORTED LABOUR WILL BE REQUIRED TO ENSURE SMOOTH AND TIMELY
COMPLETION OF THE PROJECTS. WE BRING IN FOREIGN WORKERS JUDICIOUSLY
ACCORDING TO NEED, AND IN A CONTROLLED MANNER SO THAT THE INTEREST OF
LOCAL WORKERS WILL NOT BE UNDULY AFFECI ED. INASMUCH AS A LESS
CONSTRATNED LABOUR SUPPLY CAN HELP TO ENHANCE CAPACITY FOR ECONOMIC
GROWTH 'AND LOWER INFLATION, THE COMMUNITY AT LARGE WILL BENEFIT.
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THE GOVERNMENT ALSO STRIVES TO AVOID TAKING MEASURES WHICH
COULD HAVE THE EFFECT OF AGGRAVATING INFLATION. OUR BUDGETARY
GUIDELINE OF KEEPING PUBLIC EXPENDITURE GROWTH IN LINE WITH THE TREND
RATE OF ECONOMIC GROWTH HAS THIS CRUCIAL CONSIDERATION 1IN MIND.
MOREOVER, NECESSARY INCREASES IN GOVERNMENT FEES AND CHARGES ARE
SPREAD OUT TO THE EXTENT POSSIBLE, WITH THE LIKELY IMPACT ON INFLATION
ASSESSED IN EACH CASE.

HONG KONG'S COMPETITIVENESS AS A MAJOR BUSINESS CENTRE IN THE
REGION HINGES ON MANY FACTORS. THE COST OF DOING BUSINESS IS ONE
AMONGST MANY IMPORTANT FACTORS. MEASURES ON THE SUPPLY OR RESOURCE
SIDE ARE INSTRUMENTAL IN ADDRESSING IT. BUT HONG KONG DOES POSSESS
ATTRACTIVENESS ON MANY OTHER SCORES - OUR BASICALLY NON-
INTERVENTIONIST POLICY ON BUSINESS, A LOW AND SIMPLE TAX SYSTEM, SOUND
REGULATORY ENVIRONMENT, OUR EFFICIENT INFRASTRUCTURE AND SERVICES, OUR
ENTREPRENEURSHIP, OUR COMPETENT WORKFORCE, ETC - UPON WHICH OUR
COMPETITIVENESS IS UNDERPINNED. THE GOVERNMENT IS NOT LOSING SIGHT OF
THESE FACTORS, JUST AS IT IS NOT COMPLACENT ABOUT INFLATION, IN THE
INTEREST OF MAINTAINING AND WHEREVER POSSTBLE IMPROVING THE
COMPETITIVE EDGE OF HONG KONG.

AS PR Y

USE OF CAR PARKS
¥ ¥ x % X

FOLLOWING IS A QUESTION BY THE HON STEVEN POON KWOK-LIM AND A
WRITTEN REPLY BY THE SECRETARY FOR SECURITY, MR ALISTAIR ASPREY, LN
THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY):

QUESTION : IT WAS LEARNT THAT SHOOTING OCCURRED IN THE COURSE OF A
POLICE OPERATION CARRIED OUT RECENTLY IN THE CAR PARK OF A
BUILDING IN KOWLOON TONG WHICH WAS SUSPECTED OF BEING USED
BY A VEHICLE-STEALING SYNDICATE FOR PARKING STOLEN
VEHICLES. IN CONNECTION WITH THIS, WILL. THE GOVERNMENT
INFORM THIS COUNCIL

(A) WHETHER THE USE OF PARKING SPACES IN CAR PARKS INSIDE
BUILDINGS FOR PARKING STOLEN VEHICLES BY VEHICLE-
STEALING SYNDICATES IS A COMMON PHENOMENON; AND WHAT
ARE THE STATISTICS ON SUCH CASES FOR THE PAST 12
MONTHS ;

WHETHER, IN THE LIGHT OF SUCH CASES, THE GOVERNMENT
WILL DRAW UP GUIDELINES AND DISTRIBUTE THEM TO
BUILDING OWNERS' CORPORATIONS AND COMMI TTEES TO ASSIST
THEIR MANAGEMENT OFFICES IN MONITORING THE USE OF CAR
PARKS INSIDE THEIR BUILDINGS; AND

WHETHER THE POLICE HAS PUBLICISED ANY ADVICE 1IN ITS
RADIO OR TELEVISION PROGRAMMES (SUCH AS "POLICE
MAGAZINE") ON HOW BUILDING MANAGEMENT OFFICES SHOULD
HANDLE SUCH CASES?

/REPLY :




REPLY

MR PRESIDENT,

(A)
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WE DO NOT BELIEVE THAT CAR PARKS IN RESIDENTIAL
BUILDINGS ARE COMMONLY USED BY CAR THEFT SYNDICATES
FOR PARKING STOLEN VEHICLES. THE CASE REFERRED TO 1IN
THE QUESTION WAS AN ISOLATED INCIDENT. IT IS UNLIKELY
THAT CAR THEFT SYNDICATES WOULD RENT PRIVATE PARKING
SPACES, AS THE RECORDS MAINTAI NED BY THE BUILDING
MANAGEMENT COULD HELP THE POLICE TO TRACE THEM.
THERE 1S NO RECORD OF ANY OTHER SUCH CASES IN THE PAST
12 MONTHS .

THE CRIME PREVENTION BUREAU OF THE POL [CE FORCE
OFFERS GUIDANCE TO PROPERTY MANAGEMENT OFFICES TO
ENSURE VEHICLE AND CAR PARK SECURITY. SUCH ADVICE, IN
THE FORM OF A CAR PARK SECURITY MANUAL DRHAWN UP IN
CONSULTATION WITH THE CARPARK OPERATORS' ASSOCIATION
HAS BEEN DISTRIBUTED TO OPERATORS OF PRIVATE AND
COMMERCIAL CAR PARKS.

THE POLICE PROVIDE REGULAR ADVICE TO CAR PARK
OPERATORS AND PROPERTY MANAGEMENT OFFICES ON CRIME
PREVENTION AND SPECIFICALLY, ON SECURITY 1IN CAR
PARKS. THIS INCLUDES THE POSSIBLE USE OF CAR PARKS IN
PRIVATE BUILDINGS FOR CRIMINAL PURPOSES. PUBLICITY
BY THE POLICE TO COMBAT CAR THEFT IN CAR PARKS HAS
REEN INCLUDED IN RADIO AND TELEVISION PROGRAMMES. THE
ADOPTION OF IMPROVED SECURITY MEASURES BY PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT OFFICES AND CAR PARK OPERATORS, W ITH THE
ASSISTANCE OF THE POLICE, HAS CONTRIBUTED TO . THE
OVERALL DECLINE IN CAR THEFTS OVER THE PAST Y EAR.
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NUMBER OF DIRECTORATE OFFICERS
£ ¥ ¥ ¥ %

FOLLOWING [S A QUESTION BY THE HON ALLEN LEE PENG-FEI AND A
WRITTEN REPLY BY THE SECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE, MR MICHAEL SZE,
IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY):

QUESTION : WILL THE GOVERNMENT INFORM THIS COUNCIL OF:

(A) THE NUMBER OF LOCAL AND EXPATRIATE OFFICERS AT THE
DIRECTORATE LEVEL 1IN EACH OF THE DEPARTMENTS AND
POLICY BRANCHES OF THE GOVERNMENT; AND

THE NUMBER AND NAME OF LOCAL AND EXPATRIATE
DIRECTORATE STAFF AT THE DEPARTMENT HEAD/DEPUTY
DEPARTMENT HEAD AND THE SECRETARY/DEPUTY SECRETARY
LEVELS IN EACH OF THOSE DEPARTMENTS AND POLICY
BRANCHES?

ANSWER:

WITH REFERENCE TO (A), THERE WERE 740 LOCAL AND 419 EXPATRIATE
OFFICERS AT THE DIRECTORATE LEVEL IN THE GOVERNMENT AS AT 1 JULY 1994
(THE LATEST AVAILABLE FLGURES), COMPRISING A TOTAL OF 1,159 OFFICERS.
A BREAKDOWN OF THESE OFFICERS BY DEPARTMENTS AND POLICY BRANCHES IS AT
ANNEX 1.

WITH REFERENCE TO (B), THERE WERE AS AT 24 NOVEMBER 1994, 178
OFFICERS AT BRANCH SECRETARY /HEAD OF DEPARTMENT AND DEPUTY
SECRETARY/DEPUTY HEAD OF DEPARTMENT LEVEL. OF THESE, 118 ARE LOCAL AND
60 EXPATRIATE OFFICERS. A NAME LIST OF THESE OFFICERS BY DEPARTMENTS
AND POLICY BRANCHES IS AT ANNEX 2. THESE INCLUDE OFFICERS BOTH
SUBSTANTIVE AND ACTING.

WL, Ly Bk ST

COURT WAITING TIMES REDUCED
¥ £ X % 3

F(‘;IJLOWLNG IS A QUESTION BY THE HON EMILY LAU WAI-HING AND A
WRITTEN REPLY BY THE ACTING CHIEF SECRETARY, THE HON MICHAEL LEUNG, IN
THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY):

QUESTION : AT THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE ON MARCH
18, 1994, THE CHIEF SECRETARY, IN HER CAPACITY AS THE
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE, REQUESTED THE REGISTRAR, SUPREME
COURT TO REFER THE QUESTION RAISED AT THE MEETING ABOUT
STATISTICS ON THE WORKING HOURS OF JUDGES TO THE CHIEF
JUSTICE TO REPLY, BUT SO FAR NO REPLY HAD BEEN RECEIVED.
IN VIEW OF THIS, WILL THE GOVERNMENT INFORM THIS COUNCIL

J{A) WHEN WILL .....4a




REPLY

MR PRESIDENT,

(A)
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WHEN WILL THE CHIEF JUSTICE BE ABLE TO PRODUCE SUCH
STATISTICS; AND

WHAT MEASURES HAVE BEEN TAKEN TO SHORTEN THE
RESPECTIVE WAITING TIME FOR CASES TO BE HEARD IN THE
HIGH COURT, DISTRICT COURTS AND MAGI STRACIES?

FOLLOWING THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE
ON MARCH 18, 1994, THE JUDICIARY HAS CONDUCTED A
SURVEY OF THE WORKING HOURS OF JUDGES OF THE HIGH
COURT AND DISTRICT COURT. THE FINDINGS ARE BEING
ANALYSED AND MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL WILL
BE INFORMED OF THE RESULTS SHORTLY.

THE JUDICIARY HAS TAKEN A NUMBER OF MEASURES TO REDUCE
COURT WAITING TIMES IN THE HIGH COURT, THE DISTRICT
COURTS AND THE MAGISTRATES’ COURTS, INCLUDING -

(1) LAUNCHING A SECOND CRIMINAL RUNNING LIST IN THE
HIGH COURT AND IN THE DISTRICT COURT AS FROM
JULY 1, 1994 AND SEPTEMBER 26, 1994,
RESPECTIVELY;

INTRODUCING A PILOT SCHEME FOR A COMPUTERISED
AUDIO RECORDING AND TRANSCRIPT PRODUCTION
SERVICE FOR THE DISTRICT COURT WITH EFFECT FROM
OCTOBER 7, 1994. THE SCHEME AIMS TO RELIEVE
DISTRICT JUDGES OF THE NEED TO TAKE HAND-
WRITTEN NOTES OF PROCEEDINGS THEMSELVES,
THEREBY SPEEDING UP HEARINGS;

INTRODUCING A PILOT SCHEME FOR HEARING PERSONAL
INJURIES CASES IN THE HIGH COURT WITH EFFECT
FROM OCTOBER 17, 1994. ALL, CASES IN . CONTRACT
OR TORT WHERE A CLAIM IS MADE FOR DAMAGES FOR
PERSONAL INJURIES MAY NOW BE ASSIGNED TO THE
LIST;

DESIGNATING A HIGH COURT JUDGE TO BE
RESPONSIBLE FOR LISTING MATTERS IN THE HIGH
COURT AS FROM NOVEMBER 1, 1994;

APPOINTING 13 BARRISTERS IN PRIVATE PRACTICE TO

SIT AS DEPUTY DISTRICT JUDGES, EACH FOR ABOUT A
MONTH, SINCE THIS SUMMER; AND

/(VI) APPOINTING
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APPOINTING THREE TEMPORARY MAGISTRATES TO EASE
THE PRESSURE ON THE MAGISTRATE’S COURTS AND TO
COPE WITH THE INCREASING CASELOAD.

AS A RESULT, THE COURT WAITING TIMES AT DIFFERENT
LEVELS HAVE REDUCED CONSIDERABLY. FOR EXAMPLE,
WHEREAS IN 1993 IT TOOK AN AVERAGE OF SEVEN MONTHS FOR
A CRIMINAL CASE TO COME TO TRIAL IN THE HIGH COURT
FROM THE FILING OF AN INDICTMENT, THE AVERAGE WAITING
TIME HAS NOW DROFPPED TO SLIGHTLY OVER FIVE MONTHS .
INDEED, FOR CASES ON THE CRIMINAL RUNNING LIST, THE
WAITING TIME IS ONLY DOWN TO SLIGHTLY OVER TWO MONTHS .
AS REGARDS THE DISTRICT COURT, THE WAITING TIME FOR
CIVIL CASES FELL SIGNIFICANTLY FROM AN ALL-TIME HIGH
OF 420 DAYS IN FEBRUARY THIS YEAR TO 177 DAYS 1IN
OCTOBER. CONTINUING EFFORTS ARE BEING MADE BY THE
JUDICIARY ON ALL FRONTS TO KEEP COURT WAITING TIMES
WITHIN REASONABLE LIMITS.

s o R s PR

RECOGNITION OF TERTIARY INSTITUTION DEGREES

¥ ¥ ¥ X 3

FOLLOWING 1S A QUESTION BY THE HON HENRY TANG YING-YEN AND A
WRITTEN REPLY BY THE ACTING SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER, MR

LAM WOON-KWONG,

QUESTION : 1IN

IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY):

VIEW OF THE CONCERN EXPRESSED BY THE PUBLIC OVER THE

RECOGNITION OF DEGREES AWARDED BY THE 560 ACCREDITED
TERTIARY INSTITUTIONS IN MAINLAND CHINA, WILL THE
GOVERNMENT INFORM THIS COUNCILL WHETHER

(A)

CONSIDERATION WILL BE GIVEN TO ALTERING THE CURRENT
CONSULTATIVE ROLE OF THE HONG KONG COUNCIL FOR
ACADEMIC ACCREDITATION, WHICH IS LIMITED TO THE
EXCHANGE OF VIEWS WITH OVERSEAS ACCREDITATION
ORGANISATIONS ONLY, BY EXTENDING ITS ACCREDITATION
AUTHORITY TO COVER OVERSEAS TERTIARY INSTITUTIONS
(INCLUDING THOSE IN MAINLAND CHINA AND TAIWAN); IF SO,
IN WHAT WAY THIS WILL BE DONE; [FF NOT, WHAT THE
REASONS ARE, AND WHAT ARRANGEMENTS THE GOVERNMENT WILL
ADOPT - TO ASSESS THE STANDARD OF ACADEMIC
QUALIFICATIONS OBTAINED FROM THESE INSTITUTIONS; AND

ANY GRADUATES FROM TERTIARY INSTITUTIONS RECOGNISED IN
MAINLAND CHINA HAVE APPLIED FOR CIVIL SERVICE POSTS
AND TEACHING POSTS IN THE PUBLIC SECTOR 1IN THE
TERRITORY IN THE PAST THREE YEARS; IF S0, WHAT IS THE
TOTAL NUMBER OF APPLICANTS AND HOW MANY ARE SUCCESSFUL
IN THEIR APPLICATIONS, AND WHAT ARE THE CRITERIA
ADOPTED BY THE CIVIL SERVICE BRANCH AND THE ADVISORY
COMMITTEE ON TEACHER EDUCATION AND QUALIFICATIONS IN
ASSESSING THEIR QUALIFICATIONS; IF NOT, WHAT ARE THE
REASONS FOR REJECTING THESE APPLICATIONS?

/REPLY :




REPLY ¢

MR PRESIDENT,

(A)
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THE HONG KONG COUNCIL FOR ACADEMIC ACCREDITATION
(HKCAA) ACTS AS AN INDEPENDENT ACCREDITING AUTHORITY
TO ASSESS THE STANDARDS OF DEGREE PROGRAMMES OFFERED
OR TO BE OFFERED BY LOCAL NON-UNIVERSITY TERTIARY
INSTITUTIONS. IT ALSO PROVIDES ADVICE AND INFORMAT ION
ON THE COMPARABILITY OF ACADEMIC STANDARDS AND
ACCREDITATION SYSTEMS IN OTHER COUNTRIES. IT WOULD
NOT BE APPROPRIATE FOR A LOCAL ACCREDITING AUTHORITY
TO ACCREDIT COURSES THAT ARE OFFERED AND APPROVED
ELSEWHERE IN THE WORLD. THERE 1S NO PLAN, THEREFORE,
TO EXTEND THE HKCAA'S ACCREDITING AUTHORITY TO COVER
NON-LOCAL TERTIARY INSTITUTIONS.

THE RECOGNITION OF NON-LOCAL QUALIFICATIONS ARE
MATTERS IN WHICH THE TERTIARY INSTITUTIONS, THE
PROFESSIONAL BODIES, AND EMPLOYERS ARE FREE TO
EXERCISE THEIR OWN DISCRETION ON THE BASIS OF THEIR
OWN ACADEMIC, PROFESSIONAL AND EMPLOYMENT NEEDS.
HKCAA IS, HOWEVER, A USEFUL SOURCE OF INFORMATION TO
FACILITATE ASSESSMENT OF THE STANDARD OF NON-LOCAL
QUALIFICATIONS FOR THE PURPOSE OF APPOINTMENTS TO THE
CIVIL SERVICE.

ON APPLICATIONS FOR CIVIL SERVICE POSTS, GOVERNMENT
DOES NOT KEEP A RECORD ON THE NUMBER OF APPLICANTS WHO
HOLD QUALIFICATIONS FROM A PARTICULAR COUNTRY. IN
GENERAL, ASSESSMENT OF NON-LOCAL QUALIFICATIONS ARE
MADE ON A CASE-BY-CASE BASIS HAVING REGARD TO THE
STANDING OF THE ISSUING INSTITUTION, THE CONTENT OF
THE ACADEMIC PROGRAMME, AS WELL AS THE ADVICE FROM THE
ACCREDITATION AUTHORITY CONCERNED OR THE RELEVANT
PROFESSIONAL AND EDUCATIONAL BODIES, WHERE SUCH ADVICE
IS CONSIDERED NECESSARY. THE BENCHMARK 1S WHETHER THE
NON-LOCAL QUALIFICATION IS OF A COMPARABLE STANDARD TO
THAT OF A LOCAL QUALIFICATION,

AS REGARDS APPLICATIONS FOR TEACHER POSTS 1IN THE
PUBLIC SECTOR, AGAIN NO SEPARATE RECORD IS KEPT ON THE
NUMBER OF APPLICANTS WHO HOLD NON-LOCAL QUALIFICATIONS
ONLY . IN GENERAL, HOLDERS OF NON-LOCAL QUALIFICATIONS
THAT ARE NOT REGARDED AS OF A COMPARABLE STANDARD TO
LOCAL QUALIFICATIONS MAY BECOME TEACHERS IN THE PUBLIC
SECTOR EITHER -

(I) THROUGH COMPLETING A POST-GRADUATE CERTIFICATE
IN EDUCATION OR DIPLOMA 1IN EDUCATION AT A LOCAL
UNIVERSITY, THE SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF WHICH
WILL ENABLE THE PERSON TO BECOME A NON-GRADUATE
TEACHER IN LOCAL SECONDARY SCHOOLS. CURRENTLY
THERE ARE 25 SUCH PERSONS HOLDING PRC DEGREES
S0 EMPLOYED IN THE PUBLIC SECTOR; OR

/(I1) THROUGH PASSING
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{11) I'HROUGH PASSING THE NON-GRADUATE TEACHER
RUALIFICATION ASSESSMENT (NGTQA) SCHEME,
FOLLOWING WHICH THE PERSON CAN BE EMPLOYED AS A
CERTIFICATED MASTER OR MISTRESS IN LOCAL
PRIMARY SCHOOLS. ACCORDING TO QUESTIONNAIRE
SURVEYS UNDERTAKEN BY THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
IN 1993 AND 1994, OF THOSE CANDIDATES WHO
SUCCEEDED IN THE NGTQA SCHEME IN THOSE YEARS
AND WHO HOLD POST-SECONDARY AND DEGREE
QUALIFICATIONS KFROM PRC INSTITUTIONS, 30 AND 15
RESPECTIVELY WERE IN EMPLOYMENT AS TEACHERS IN
PUBLI1C SECTOR SCHOOLS; OR

THROUGH DIRECT EMPLOYMENT BY AIDED SCHOOLS TO
TEACH SPECIFIC SUBJECTS SUCH AS PUTONGHUA,
MUSIC OR PHYSICAL EDUCATION. THEY ARE NOT
ELIGIBLE FOR GOVERNMENT SALARY SUBSIDY BECAUSE
THEIR QUALIFICATIONS DO NOT MEET THE
REQUIREMENTS FOR APPOINTMENT UNDER THE RELEVANT
CODE OF AlD. [T IS NOT KNOWN HOW MANY SUCH
PrRanNgS ARE SO EMPLOYED.

THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON TEACHER EDUCAT [ON AND

QUALIFICATION DOES NOT ASSESS INDIVIDUAL
QUALIFICATIONS. HOWEVER, 1T WILL SHORTLY FORWARD TO
GOVERNMENT ITS ADVICE CONCERNING THE POST-GRADUATE
QUALIFICATIONS NECESSARY FOR APPOINTMENT AS GRADUATE
TEACHERS IN LOCAL SECONDARY SCHOOLS.

Wi L T Rt .

WRITS OF POSSESSION EXECUTED UNDER COURT ORDER
¥ ¥ 2 X %

FOLLOWING 1S A QUESTION BY THE HON MRS SELINA CHOW LIANG SHUK-
YEE AND A WRITTEN REPLY BY THE ACTING CHIEF SECRETARY, THE HON MICHAEL
LEUNG, IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY )} ©

QUESTION : WILL THE GOVERNMENT INFORM THIS COUNCIL OF THE FOLLOWING

(A) WHAT ARE THE GUIDELINES WHICH BAILIFFS HAVE TO FOLLOW
WHEN REGISTERING ITEMS COLLECTED IN THE COURSE OF
TAKING POSSESSION OF PREMISES; AND

WHETHER THERE ARE ANY COMPLAINTS AGAINST BAILIFFS FOR
NOT CARRYING OUT THEIR DUTIES PROPERLY IN THE PAST
THREEE YEARS; I[F SO, WHAT 1S THE NUMBER OF SUCH
COMPLAINTS?

/REPLY




REPLY

MR PRESIDENT,

(A)

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 1994

IN EXECUTING WRITS OF POSSESSION, BAILIFFS ACT UNDER
THE PROVIS1ONS OF THE LANDLORD AND TENANT
(CONSOLIDATION) ORDI NANCE, CAP 7, AND RULES OF THE
SUPREME COURT, CAP 4, AND FOLLOW STRICTLY ORDERS MADE
BY THE COURT . THERE ARE ALSO ADMINISTRATIVE
GUIDELINES IN RESPECT OF SEIZURE OF GOODS AND TAKING
OF INVENTORIES OF SEIZED GOODS -

(1) BAILIFFS SHOULD TAKE DETALLED INVENTORY AND
MAKE APPRAISAL OF ALL GOODS AND CHATTELS OF THE
JUDGMENT DEBTOR ON THE PREMISES;

IF RECOVERY OF RENT OR MESNE PROFIT IS INCLUDED
LN THE WRIT OF POSSESSION, BAILIFFS ARE
EMPOWERED TO SEIZE GOODS AND CHATTELS, up TO
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED PLUS THE ESTIMATED COST OF
EXECUTION, INCLUDING POSSESSION GUARD FEES AND
EXPENSES OF AUCTIONEERS;

PERSONAL . CLOTHING, BEDDING AND TOOLS OF TRADE
OF JUDGMENT DEBTORS ARE NORMALLY EXEMPT FROM
SEIZURE; AND

[F THE APPRAISED VALUE OF SEIZEABLE GOODS AND
CHATTELS FALLS BELOW THE ESTIMATED COSTS OF
EXECUTION, BAILIFFS WILL SEEK INSTRUCTIONS FROM
JUDGMENT CREDITORS OR LANDLORDS AS TO WHETHER
SEIZURE SHOULD STILL BE EFFECTED.

IN THE PAST THREE YEARS, BAILIFFS MADE A TOTAL OF
75,000 ATTEMPTS OF EXECUTION OF ORDERS AND WARRANTS.
TWO COMPLAINTS INVOLVING BAILIFFS WERE INVESTIGATED BY
THE COMMISSIONER FOR ADMINISTRATIVE COMPLAINTS. ONE
OF THEM WAS FOUND PARTIALLY SUBSTANTIATED AND THE
OTHER WAS FOUND NOT SUBSTANTIATED. THERE WERE FIVE
OTHER COMPLAINTS WHICH WERE SATISFACTORILY RESOLVED
BETWEEN THE COMPLATNANTS AND THE JUDICTARY. MOST OF
THESE COMPLAINTS WERE DUE TO MISUNDERSTANDING OF THE
FUNCTIONS AND DUTIES OF THE BAILIFFS, IN PARTICULAR
THE SCOPE AND LIMITS OF THEIR POWERS.
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KMB RESTRUCTURING PROPOSALS
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FOLLOWING IS A QUESTION BY THE HON FRED LI WAH-MING AND A
WRITTEN REPLY BY THE SECRETARY FOR TRANSPORT, MR HAIDER BARMA, IN THE
.LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY):

QUESTION : THE KOWLOON MOTOR BUS COMPANY'S PLAN TO RESTRUCTURE 23 OF
ITS URBAN BUS ROUTES TO 13 ROUTES WILL AFFECT PASSENGERS IN
THAT THEY WILL HAVE TO USE MORE EXPENSIVE MODES OF
TRANSPORT, CHANGE BUSES MORE FREQUENTLY OR PAY HIGHER
FARES. IN VIEW OF THIS, WILL THE GOVERNMENT INFORM THIS
COUNCIL OF THE FOLLOWING

(A) THE ACTUAL EFFECTS OF THE RESTRUCTURING ON THE
PASSENGENS TRAVELLING ON THE ORIGINAL 23 ROUTES, SUCH
AS THE NUMBER OF PASSENGERS AFFECTED ON EACH ROUTE,
THE NUMBER OF BUS STOPS TO BE ADDED OR CANCELLED ON
EACH ROUTE AFTER RESTRUCTURING AND ITS FARE CHANGES;

THE CRITERIA USED BY. THE GOVERNMENT IN EXAMINING THE
RESTRUCTURING PLAN AND WHETHER MEMBERS OF THIS COUNCIL
Wil.l, RE CONSULTED: AND 5

WHAT CORRESPONDING MEASURES THE GOVERNMENT WILL TAKE
TO REDRESS THE INCONVENITIENCE CAUSED TO THE PUBLIC AS A
RESULT OF THE RESTRUCTURING, SUCH AS INTRODUCING NEW
GREEN MINIBUS ROUTES IN THE AFFECTED AREAS?

REPLY

MR PRESIDENT,

THE KOWLOON MOTOR BUS COMPANY LIMITED (KMB) HAS TAKEN THE
INITIATIVE IN CONDUCTING A THOROUGH REVIEW OF ITS BUS SERVICES IN
URBAN KOWLOON AND HAS COME UP WITH A NUMBER OF PROPOSALS TO
RESTRUCTURE 23 ROUTES. ITS RECOMMENDATION IS TO RATIONALISE SERVICES
WITH A VIEW TO IMPROVING OPERATING EFFICIENCY, FREQUENCILES, ROUTE INGS
AND SERVICE QUALITY.

KMB HAS ADVISED THAT THE VAST MAJORITY OF THE EXISTING 160,000
PASSENGERS TRAVELLING ©ON THESE 23 ROUTES EACH DAY WOULD NOT BE
AFFECTED. MOST RESTRUCTURING PROPOSALS INVOLVE ROUTE COMBINATIONS
WHICH DO NOT NECESSARILY MEAN A CUT IN SERVICE. ON THE CONTRARY,
THOSE USING THE RESTRUCTURED ROUTES WOULD FIND THE SERVICES MORE
FREQUENT AND RELIABLE AND SOME PASSENGERS WOULD ENJOY LOWER SECTION
FARES . THERE WOULD ALSO BE EXTENSIONS ON SOME ROUTES TO PROVIDE NEW
LINKS. SOME ROUTES WOULD BE UPGRADED TO AIR-CONDITIONED SERVICES. LF
THE RESTRUCTURING PROPOSALS ARE IMPLEMENTED, 'THERE WOULD BE
SUBSTANTIAL SAVINGS IN OPERATING COSTS FOR KMB AND LESS PRESSURE ON
KMB BUS FARES.

/KMB IS5
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KMB IS NOW CONSULTING RELEVANT DISTRICT BOARDS ON THESE
PROPOSALS AND WILL TAKE INTO ACCOUNT LOCAL VI EWS AND SUGGESTIONS. AT
THE SAME TIME, KMB HAS ALSO SUBMITTED ITS PROPOSALS TO THE
ADMINISTRATION. WE WILL AWAIT THE OUTCOME OF KMB’'S CONSULTATION
EXERCISE WITH DISTRICT BOARDS BEFORE PROCESSING THESE PROPOSALS AND,
IN THIS RESPECT, WILL TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE FOLLOWING FACTORS -

(A) THE TRANSPORT NEEDS OF THE TRAVELLING PUBLIC;
(B) GENERAL IMPACT ON CURRENT FARE AND SERVICE LEVELS;

(C) MORE BALANCED ALLOCATION AND MORE EFFICIENT UTILISATION OF
3 BUS RESOURCES;

(D) FREQUENCY AND CAPACITY ENHANCEMENT RESULT ING FROM
RESTRUCTURED SERVICES; AND

(E)Y THE NEED FOR ALTERNATIVE TRANSPORT SERVICES, EG GREEN
MINIBUS ROUTES, TO SUPPLEMENT REVISED BUS SCHEDULES.

THE ADMINISTRATION WILL ALSO BRIEF THE TRANSPORT ADVISORY
COMMITTEE AND THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL PANEL ON TRANSPORT ON THE
RESTRUCTURING PROPOSALS, AND FULLY TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE VIEWS
EXPRESSED BEFORE ANY DECISIONS ARE MADE.

24-HOUR CLEARANCE SERVICE AT BORDER
X TENTE . ¥

FOLLOWLNG IS A QUESTION BY THE HON TIK CHI-YUEN AND A WHRITTEN
REPLY BY THE SECRETARY FOR TRANSPORT, MRE HAIDER BARMA, [N THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY)!:

QUESTION : REGARDING THE INTRODUCTION OF 24-HOUR CLEARANCE SERVICE FOR
GOODS VEHICLES AT THE LOh MA CHAU B( WRDER CROSSING POINT,
WILL THE GOVERNMENI INFORM THIS COUNCIL WHETHER THE
GOVERNMENT WILL CONSLIDER INTRODUCING SIMILAR ARRANGEMENT AT
OTHER BORDER CROSSING POINTSY

REPLY

MR PRESIDENT,

THERE 1S AT PRESENT NO DEMAND FOR OPENING THE MAN KAM TO  AND
THE SHA TAU KOK BORDER ROAD CROSSINGS ROUND THE CLOCK AND WE HAVE - NO
PLANS TO DO S0. HOWEVER, IN REVIEWING THE 24-HOUR SERVICE AT THE LOK
MA CHAU BORDER CROSSING POINT EARLY NEXT YEAR TOGETHER WITH THE
CHINESE AUTHORITIES, WE WILL CONSIDER THE NEED FOR AND THE FEASIBILITY
OF EXTENDING THE OVERNIGHT FACILITIES AT THAT CROSSING POLINT TO
VEHICLES WITH PERMITS TO USE THE FACTLITIES AT MAN KAM TO AND SHA TAU
KOK.

B T e
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OFF-COURSE BETTING CENTRES
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FOLLOWING IS A QUESTION BY THE HON ZACHARY WONG WAI-YIN AND A
WRITTEN REPLY BY THE SECRETARY FOR HOME AFFAILRS, MR MICHAEL SUEN, IN
THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY):

QUESTION : REGARDING BETTING CENTRES OPERATED BY THE ROYAL HONG KONG
JOCKEY CLUB, WILL THE GOVERNMENT INFORM THIS COUNCIL :

(A) WHAT 1S THE EXISTING NUMBER OF OFF-COURSE BETTING
CENTRES 1IN THE TERRITORY; WHETHER THE GOVERNMENT HAS
LAID DOWN ANY LIMIT TO THE NUMBER OF SUCH CENTRES, AND
WHETHER THE GOVERNMENT HAS ANY PLAN TO RELAX THE
LIMIT; AND

WHETHER THE GOVERNMENT WILL SUPPORT THE PROPOSAL OF
THE JOCKEY CLUB TO SET UP MOBILE BETTING CENTRES?

MY REPLY IS AS FOLLOWS

(A) AT PRESENT, THERE ARE 124 OFF-COURSE BETTING CENTRES IN
HONG KONG. THE TOTAL LIMIT LAID DOWN BY THE GOVERNMENT
FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF OFF-COURSE BETTING CENTRES I8
134. THE GOVERNMENT DOES NOT HAVE ANY PLAN TO RELAX THE

LIMIT.

THE GOVERNMENT HAS SO FAR NOT RECEIVED ANY APPLICATION
FROM THE JOCKEY CLUB TO SET UP MOBILE BETTING CENTRES.

R e L

BUS LANES
t ¥ X

FOLLOWING IS A QUESTION BY THE HON LEE WING-TAT AND A WRITTEN
REPLY BY THE SECRETARY FOR TRANSPORT, MR HAIDER BARMA, IN THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY):

QUESTION : REGARDING THE BUS LANES ISSUE, WILL THE GOVERNMENT INFORM
THIS COUNCIL

(A) OF THE TOTAL NUMBER OF BUS LANES IN USE THROUGHOUT THE
TERRITORY ;

(B) WHETHER IT WILL CONSIDER CONDUCTING A COMPREHENSIVE

STUDY TO LOOK INTO THE FEASIBILITY OF PROVIDING MORE
BUS LANES IN VARIOUS DISTRICTS; AND

J{C) " OF THE




REPLY

MR PRESIDENT,

(A)
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OF THE AVERAGE PERCENTAGE OF TRAVELLING TIME SAVED BY
BUSES RUNNING ON BUS LANES AS COMPARED WITH THOSE NOT
USING SUCH LANES?

AT PRESENT, THERE ARE 65 BUS PRIORITY SCHEMES IN
OPERATION, INCLUDING 49 BUS ONLY LANES. THESE CAN BE
USED BY.BOTH FRANCHISED AND PRIVATE BUSES, INCLUDING
SCHOOL BUSES AND RESIDENTIAL COACHES.

THE REVIEW OF TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT MEASURES BY THE
TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT [S A CONTINUOUS PROCESS AND, IN
LINE WITH OUR POLICY TO GIVE PRIORITY TO PUBLIC
TRANSPORT, NEW BUS PRIORITY SCHEMES ARE PROVIDED
WHENEVER PRACTICAL. SIX NEW BUS ONLY LANES WILL BE
INTRODUCED BY THE END OF THE YEAR AND ANOTHER 12 BUS
PRIORITY SCHEMES ARE NOW UNDER CONSIDERATION.
DISTRICT BOARDS ARE CONSULTED ON TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT
SCHEMES, FOR EXAMPLE, ON THE FEASIBILITY OF PROVIDING
A BUS ONLY LANE ON TUEN MUN ROAD.

IT 1S DIFFICULT TO BE SPECIFIC ABOUT THE TIME SAVED BY
BUSES, SINCE IT [S NOT POSSIBLE TO HAVE BUS ONLY LANES
FOR ENTIRE ROUTES I.E. FROM ONE DESTINATION TO
ANOTHER. MUCH DEPENDS ON THE LENGTH OF LANES, THE
LOCAL TRAFFIC SITUATION AND THE EXTENT OF CONGESTION.
AS A ROUGH INDICATION IT 1S BELIEVED THAT THE TIME
SAVED IS ABOUT TWO TO THREE MINUTES PER KILOMETRE. AS
EXAMPLES, THE 2.5 KM BUS ONLY LANE IN LION ROCK TUNNEL
ROAD REDUCES BUS JOURNEY TIMES DURING PEAK HOURS FROM
15 TO EIGHT MINUTES, AND THE 1.4 KM BUS ONLY LANE IN
POK FU LAM ROAD REDUCES JOURNEY TIMES DURING PEAK
HOURS FROM 19 TO EIGHT MINUTES.
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