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Transcript of the Governor's media session
* % %k %k %k

Following is the transcript of the media session by the Governor, the Rt Hon
Christopher Patten, after officiating at the foundation-stone laying ceremony of the
Tung Wah Group of Hospitals Jockey Club Aberdeen Rehabilitation Complex this
(Friday) afternoon:

Governor: I'm very pleased to have been here at the foundation-stone laying of this
splendid project. It's an important landmark in the development of better services for
people with disabilities here in Hong Kong and I look forward to coming back for the
opening in May next year.

Question: (on expert talks on budgets)

Governor: Well, there is no confusion at all. There is certainly no confusion on the
part of K C Kwong and the Hong Kong Government. The position is simply this, that
the Chinese side have put some proposals to us which we are considering. For the
moment, we are getting on with the job of preparing this year's budget and making
sure that it meets the needs of Hong Kong and the Hong Kong economy. But there's
been no agreement at all, just to underline that point, as K C Kwong has made clear,

on the modalities for taking forward consultations over the next year. What we're
absolutely clear about is that we'd like to see a sensible and prudent budget for a whole
year in 1997-98. Of course that straddles the transitions so, again as ['ve made
absolutely clear, we'll want to have the fullest possible discussion with the Chief
Executive (Designate) and his or her team because they'll represent three quarters of
that financial year. What we have to do is, I think, achieve two objectives. First of all,
to have the smoothest possible financial and economic transition and we are
committed to that, which is why we suggested these budget discussions in the first
place. Secondly, we do of course want to make absolutely certain that Hong Kong's
autonomy in financial and economic matters is pursued. So those will be our
objectives and I'm sure we'll be able to achieve them. We've got a very good team in
those talks.

Question: (on Bill on protecting wages on insolvency)




Governor: I said yesterday in the Legislative Council that we've had a very successful
system for dealing with labour issues over the years. It's brought together employers
and employees with the Government in the Labour Advisory Board. I think it would
be very dangerous if anything happened which undermined the credibility of the board
or which affected the confidénce which employers have in the board. So the Secretary
for Education and Manpower is discussing with both sides with the employers and the
employees now ways in which we can strengthen the board's position, perhaps develop
its relationship with the Legislative Council. But I very much hope that we won't lose
sight of the importance in Hong Kong of proceeding by consensus and co-operation.
Hong Kong is a very moderate community. I think people don't want to see
confrontation. They want to see us proceeding hand-in-hand and working together in
the interests of strengthening Hong Kong's economy. And that will certainly be the
approach which the Government takes in the coming weeks and months.

Question: So do you regard the present circumstances dangerous?

Governor: I don't regard them as dangerous. But I hope that we won't do anything
further in the coming weeks and months which would undermine the credibility of the
LAB and of a whole approach to dealing with economic and social issues. People, |
don't think, want to see the importation into Hong Kong of the sort of industrial
confrontations that we've seen elsewhere.

Question: What concrete assistance will be provided to the Preparatory Committee ...?

Governor: We've made it clear on a number of occasions that we stand ready through
the Liaison Office which we're establishing to help the Preparatory Committee in any
way which they like. We haven't had any concrete proposals back from the
Preparatory Committee, but to borrow a sporting metaphor, the ball is their court.

Question: So far there has been no request ...
Governor: No.
Question: (on candidates for the Chief Executive)

Governor: 1 don't know who's going to be the candidate for Chief Executive
(Designate). I am told that it might be a black horse ... a dark horse. So who knows.
Perhaps, are you on in the running are you? I read about a lot of candidates with some
members of the Preparatory Committee supporting one and some another, That's what
happens in a society like Hong Kong. But I've made it clear, to come to this specific
question you raised, I made it clear in the Legislative Council yesterday that I
welcomed the fact that one of the members of the Executive Council is also a member
of the Preparatory Committee. There's no conflict of interests, as far as I am
concerned.




Question: If the dark horse is going to be a civil servant or...

Governor: I can't, you know perfectly well, that I can't comment on the speculation
about the Chief Executive (Designate). I just wish whoever is chosen the best of luck.
It will be difficult job that one which I'm sure will be done with great integrity and
commitment. .

Question: Is Government delaying the appointment of the new AG in order to leave
the matter for the Chief Executive (Designate) to decide?

Governor: No.

Question: Will you suspect his or her loyalty?

Governor: No. That is a good straight answer for you, isn't it? No.
Question: (on expert talks on the budget)

Governor: That's the sort of issue that we'll want to be talking to Mr Chen and the
team that we've been briefing about our budgetary processes. And it is the sort of
point which we'll of course want to discuss with the Chief Executive (Designate). But
I'm sure that everyone in Hong Kong will support the two objectives which I
mentioned this afternoon. First of all, to ensure as smooth a transition as possible in
our financial and economic affairs, and secondly, to safeguard the financial and
economic autonomy of Hong Kong, because that is a crucial feature in, for example,
the way that the rest of the world treats us, the way that the rest of the world,
Americans and others, accepts our position in the World Trade Organisation and other
international economic bodies.

Question: (on the appointment of the new AG)

Governor: I don't think that there is any particular reason why on this Friday afternoon
in the beginning of February I should be contemplating announcements about the
Attorney General later in the year. When it is appropriate to make an announcement,
we'll make one. But the Chief Secretary has already, I think, made it clear what the
general timing we've got in mind.

Question: ... is it going to be towards the end of the year?

Governor: That means that it will be within 1996. Thank you very much.




80 hectares of land acquired in 1995 for public works
* k ¥ ¥ ¥

The Lands Department had acquired 80 hectares of land in the New Territories
last year for various public works projects including Route 3, improvement works to
the Shenzhen River and Drainage Works in Yuen Long, the Director of Lands, Mr

Robert Pope, said today (Friday).

Speaking at the annual meet-the-media session, Mr Pope said: "We would
continue to acquire as much land as possible to implement the Public Works
Programme and urban renewal projects undertaken by the Land Development

Corporation."

Reviewing the work achieved by the department during the past year, Mr Pope
said land grants related to the development of the new airport had been proceeding
smoothly.

"On December 1, 1995, the Private Tenancy Grant for the new airport at Chek
Lap Kok was executed, as well as the grant for the Sha Chau Aviation Fuel Facility.

"For the Airport Railway, Private Treaty Grants for Mass Transit Railway
Corporation development at Tung Chung were executed, and work is continuing on

schedule for other sites at Tung Chung," he said.

Resumption of some 2,000 agricultural and buildings lots in the Tung Chung
valley for implementing the Tung Chung New Town plan was proceeding on
schedule, said Mr Pope.

"In addition, 582 special purpose leases had been extended as at the end of
1995. The remaining 261 cases which are currently being processed will be dealt with
before June 1997." he said.

Turning to land disposal, Mr Pope said the Land Sales Programme for 1995-96
proceeded well with no site unsold by auction or tender.

"The revenue from land transactions last year amounted to $35.8 billion with
$17 billion of that coming from auctions and tenders, $11.75 billion from private
treaty grants, such as land for the airport railway and $7 billion from lease
modification/exchanges," he said.

Turning to the work accomplished by the Task Force Black Spot, Mr Pope said
by the end of last year a total of 58,028 square metres of government land had been
cleared in the Pat Heung Pilot Action Area, with landscaping works completed for
32,995 square metres of land.
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"Eight applications for major improvement works under the Town Planning
Ordinance have been submitted to the Town Planning Board. So far, seven have been
approved.

"The Task Force has also embarked on rectification work in 257 sites identified
by the preliminary survey of industrial/open storage undertakings in the North District
(East) Action Area," he said.

On survey and mapping, Mr Pope said with the implementation of the Land
Survey Ordinance in mid-January this year, a better control of land boundary surveys
and records would be achieved.

"Computerisation of the basic mapping at scale 1/1000 has been completed, and
these digital maps are now available for sale, whereas computerisation of the land
boundary records will be completed by August this year.

"Advanced technology will continue to be explored to enhance and speed up
production and updating of map products," he said.

Mr Pope said the Lands Department had also agreed to manage a consultancy

study on systematic identification of maintenance responsibility of some 50,000 man-
made slopes for the Civil Engineering Department.

"This consultancy study which aims at producing a complete register of slopes
with particulars of the responsible parties for proper maintenance will commence in
April this year and is expected to take three years L0 complete," he said.

End

New fares for urban and New Territories taxis from Sunday
* %k %k % %

Fares for urban and New Territories taxis will be revised from Sunday
(February 4).

The flagfall for the first two kilometres will be $14 and $11.8 for urban and
New Territories taxis respectively. Subsequent charges will be revised
correspondingly to $1.2 and $1.1 for every 0.2 kilometre travelled.
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The surcharges for baggage, animal or bird carried and for every hiring
arranged through telephone booking will remain unchanged.

A spokesman for the Transport Department said today (Friday) that taxi drivers
might charge the revised fares by displaying a conversion table showing the revised

fare scales before the taxi meters were recalibrated.

Taxi owners are reminded that the taxi fare tables displayed inside a taxi should
show the new fare scale starting from the effective date of the fare increase.

End

Views on Dangerous Dogs Regulation sought
* k % k ¥

Public views are being sought on a new regulation which is proposed to impose
greater controls on dangerous and potentially dangerous dogs.

Announcing the consultation today (Friday), an Agriculture and Fisheries
Department senior veterinary officer, Dr Dick Rubira, said the objective of introducing
the Dangerous Dogs Regulation was to safeguard the general community from being
attacked by dogs.

Dr Rubira pointed out that there had been a public appeal for strengthening
control over dangerous or bigger breeds of dogs following a number of serious dog
bites in recent years.

He said existing legislation, including the Dogs and Cats Ordinance, Rabies
Ordinance and the Summary Offences Ordinance, only applied to the control of dogs
in general.

"These existing provisions are considered to be inadequate to regulate the
breeding, sale, keeping and control of fighting and other dangerous dogs.

"The public not only expects the Government to do more than punish the
keepers of dogs that bite, but also expects that where possible the bites should be
prevented," he added.




[t is in the interest of public safety that the Government has proposed to
introduce a Dangerous Dogs Regulation under the existing Dogs and Cats Ordinance,
Dr Rubira said.

The proposed major provisions in the Regulation include:

classify dangerous dogs into three categories: "Fighting Breeds",
"Known Dangerous Dogs" and "Potentially Dangerous Dogs";

prohibit the importation and breeding of dogs belonging to the "Fighting

Breeds";

make it an offence to possess or keep entire "Fighting Breeds" after a
grace period of 90 days;

require the keepers of "Fighting Breeds" and "Known Dangerous Dogs"
to have those animals neutered, to be covered by indemnity insurance
and to ensure that the animals are identified by a distinctive collar and
on a leash and muzzled whenever they are taken into a public place;

~ enable a Magistrate to classify a dog as a "Known Dangerous Dog" on
application; and

require "Potentially Dangerous Dogs" to be kept on a leash and muzzled
whenever they are taken into a public place;

provide power for the Director of Agriculture and Fisheries to detain any
dog that is dangerous until completion of procedures and to issue written
instructions.

set up an expert panel to arbitrate on possible dispute over the definition
of the breed of any dog.

Another proposal is to update the level of fines where appropriate and to make
provision for certain new offences relating to the obstruction of an authorised officer

and the provision of false information.

Dr Rubira said that copies of the consultative document were sent to relevant

organisations and other interested groups who have been asked to give their views in

writing.




Members of the public wishing to obtain copies of the consultation paper are
urged to write to the Senior Veterinary Officer (Health), Agriculture and Fisheries
Department, 12th floor, Canton Road Government Offices, 393 Canton Road,
Kowloon.

Written comments or submissions on the paper should reach the above address
on or before February 29.

Further enquiries can be directed to Dr Rubira on 2733 2174 or Ms Man Koon-
lan on 2733 2278.

End

New human rights teaching kit aimed at children
* ok ok & &

A new teaching kit has been developed by the Committee on the Promotion of
Civic Education to help promote a better understanding of fundamental human rights
concepts among children aged between seven and 14.

Copies of the new kit are being distributed to all community organisations,
primary and secondary schools, tertiary education institutions and public libraries.

A spokesman for the committee said today (Friday): "The new teaching kit has
translated abstract notions in human rights such as the value of life, freedom, equality
and respect for other people into everyday life scenarios so that they can be easily
understood by children."

This approach was well received by education workers when the dralt activity
plans, which included games, group discussions. role-playing and stories, were tried
out in nine schools and three community organisations in mid-1995.

The teaching kit includes a handbook for teachers on human rights concepts
and a handbook on 15 activity plans.

Distribution of the teaching kit will be followed by the production of a compact
disc, a cassette tape and a book of the songs sung by the Hong Kong Children's Choir
later this year.
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Eight story books written by famous authors of children's stories will also be
published soon, as well as the cassette tape of the stories, a handbook for parents,
games and a video. ;

A workshop to promote the use of this teaching kit will be held on March 9,
1996 for primary school teachers and education workers of community organisations.

The teaching kit is also available at the Civic Education Resource Centre,
second floor, Tung Sun Commercial Centre, 194-200 Lockhart Road, Wan Chai, Hong
Kong for reference of the public. Those interested can also call the centre on
2802 0131 for more information.

End

Anti-pollution education pack to be enhanced
¥ % & k %

The Environmental Protection Department (EPD) has received a donation of
$1.65 million from The Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust (HKJCCT) for the
enhancement of an anti-pollution pack for secondary schools and for a survey on the
use of various environmental education teaching kits by schools.

"The anti-pollution pack, consisting of a video, a set of slides, and written
information on various pollution problems and controls, is the first comprehensive
teaching kit on environmental protection for secondary schools in Hong Kong," said
EPD's Community Relations Officer, Mr Edward Lam.

Developed in 1990 with a $5 million grant from HKJCCT, the pack has been
well received by schools, community groups, voluntary agencies and the public,
through school libraries and EPD's Environmental Resource Centre.

Mr Lam said the enhancement would provide up-to-date information to
students and the public on the progress made in pollution control over the last five
years.

"All secondary schools will be given a copy of the updated pack." he said.
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In addition, a survey will be conducted to gauge the usage of school
environmental education teaching kits produced by the Government and the
Environmental Campaign Committee as well as by green groups.

"Comments from teachers would serve as useful reference for the enhancement
of the anti-pollution pack and for the production of new teaching kits in future," Mr
[am said.

End

Marine Department to compile directory on Internet
* % %k % %

As part of its services to the shipping community and the public at large, the
Marine Department is compiling a Hong Kong Shipping Directory on its departmental
homepage on the Internet, the Deputy Director of Marine, Mr Tsui Shung-yiu said
today (Friday).

The department launched its homepage on the Internet on January 15 to
facilitate the flow of information to its clients both in Hong Kong and overseas.

Apart from information on the port of Hong Kong and the Hong Kong Shipping
Register, services and facilities provided by the Marine Department, port statistics and
Marine Department notices can also be obtained through the Marine Department
homepage, the address of which is http://www.info.gov.hk/mardep.

[t also contains a pictorial guide on the port of Hong Kong.

"The MD homepage is recognised by the major shipping servers on the Internet
as the official homepage for the Port of Hong Kong," Mr Tsui said.

"We are also the first in the world to put up a Shipping Register web site on the
Internet,” he added.

"n less than three weeks' time since its inception, we have recorded more than
900 visits to our site," Mr Tsui said.

"The success in the development of the port of Hong Kong depends on the joint
effort of the Government and the maritime communities," Mr Tsui said, adding that
the port's prosperity owed so much to the contribution from the private sector.
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The Hong Kong Shipping Directory will serve as a guide to both local and
overseas maritime communities to the wide host of port and shipping in Hong Kong.

"Any Hong Kong-based company involved in maritime services is invited to
submit an entry to the directory," Mr Tsui said.

The entry contains the name and logo of the company, its address, telephone,
faxline and telex number, E-mail address and name of URL if it has its own
homepage.

Companies are also invited to provide a brief description, in less than 20 words,
the nature of its services and classify itself in accordance with the categories listed in
the entry form.

"The listing on the Internet is free of charge and the department will maintain it
as updated as possible," he said.

Submission forms can be obtained from the department's homepage, the
address is http://www.info.gov.hk/mardep or in a conventional way by sending the

request to the Director of Marine (Attn Mr K L. Wong), 21st floor, Harbour Building,
38 Pier Road, Central, Hong Kong or on faxline (852)-2544-9241.

The department reserves the rights to decide on what should be displayed in the

directory.

"We also take this opportunity to conduct a customer survey to gauge our

clients' response to our standard of services," Mr Tsui said.

"Campanies are invited to include in the form their suggestions on how our

services can be improved," Mr Tsui said.

End
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Government land in Tuen Mun for sale by tender
% % ok %k %

The Lands Department is inviting tenders for the sale of a piece of Government
land in Tuen Mun, New Territories.

The site, located in Area 16, Tuen Mun, has an area of about 4,201 square
metres for use as a_godown or an office ancillary related to an industrial operation.

The closing date for submission of tenders is noon on March 1, 1996 (Friday).

Tender form. Tender Notice and Conditions may be obtained from the Lands
Department, 14th floor, Murray Building, Garden Road and the District Lands
Office/Kowloon, Yau Ma Tei Car Park Building. 10th floor, 250 Shanghai Street,
Kowloon.

Tender documents will also be available at the District Lands Offices of Sha
Tin. Tai Po, North, Yuen Long, Tsuen Wan, Kwai Tsing, Tuen Mun, Sai Kung and
Islands.

Works to improve water supply to Tuen Mun

» * &+ +

The Water Supplies Department is inviting tenders for the laying of 7,300
metres of fresh water mains and 3,000 metres of salt water mains in Tuen Mun.

This is part of a project undertaken by the department to improve and extend
the fresh and salt water supply to meet the water demand of port and industrial
developments in Tuen Mun West.

These developments include a special industrial area and a river trade terminal
in Tuen Mun Areas 38 and 47, and a large thermal power station in Black Point.

Under the contract, fresh water mains with diameters ranging from 800
millimetres to 1200 millimetres and salt water mains with diameters of 450
millimetres will be laid from Tuen Mun Fresh and Salt Water Pumping Stations to Siu
Lang Shui.




Works will commence in May this year, scheduled for completion in 21
months.

Forms of tender and further particulars may be obtained from the Water
Supplies Department, 44th floor, Immigration Tower, 7 Gloucester Road, Wan Chai,
Hong Kong.

Tenders must be clearly marked and addressed to the Chairman of the Central
Tender Board. They must be placed in the Government secretariat Tender Box at the
lift lobby, lower ground floor, Central Government Offices (East Wing), Lower Albert
Road, Hong Kong before noon on Friday, March 1, 1996.

Late tenders will not be accepted.

Public urged to pfepare vegetables with care
¥ % k %k %

Members of the public are today (Friday) reminded to take precaution when
preparing vegetable dishes.

Assistant Director of Health, Dr Leung Pak-yin, said with the seasonal increase
in the demand for vegetables, the Department of Health had stepped up checking and
sampling at the Man Kam To checkpoint and retail outlets since last November.

"More vehicles from China are spot-checked daily during this season.
Compared with 50 vehicles checked daily in summer time, more than 75 vehicles are
now being checked daily," he added.

There has been one reported case of pesticide-contaminated vegetables
poisoning involving three persons so far this year. All the affected persons have been
discharged after receiving treatment.

To reduce food poisoning caused by pesticide contaminated vegetables,
members of the public are advised to take the following precautionary measures:

do not patronise unlicensed hawkers;
do not buy vegetables with an obviously strange smell;

wash well before cooking;
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dip vegetables into clean water for one hour to allow pesticide to leach
out;

blanch in boiling water and pour away the water used for blanching as it
may contain dissolved pesticide; and

cook thoroughly before consumption.

Hong Kong Monetary Authority money market operations
* % ok Kk ok

Cumulative
Time change

(hours) ($million)

Opening balance in the account 0930 +249
Closing balance in the account 1000 +249
Change attributable to : 1100 +242

Money market activity 1200 +245

LAF today 1500 +245
1600 +246

LAF rate 4.00% bid/6.00% offer TWI 124.0 *+0.0* 2.2.96

Hong Kong Monetary Authority
EF bills EF notes
Terms Yield Term [ssue  Coupon

week 5.10 2 years 2711 5.60
month 5.16 3 years 3901 5.57
months  5.17 5 years D012 11658
months  5.17 7 years 7211 6.82
2 months 5.13 5 years M502  7.30

Total turnover of EF bills and notes - $32,216 million

Closed February 2, 1996






