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CONSTRUCTIVE STEP FORWARD IN AIRPORT MEETING: GOVERNOR
£ Xk Alx

THE GOVERNOR, THE RT HON CHRISTOPHER PATTEN, SAID TODAY
(WEDNESDAY) THAT THE AIRPORT COMMITTEE MEETING THIS MORNING
REPRESENTED A VERY CONSTRUCTIVE STEP FORWARD BY THE BRITISH SIDE.

SPEAKING TO REPORTERS AT THE AIRPORT ON HIS RETURN FROM LONDON,
MR PATTEN SAID: "I THINK THAT MEETS AN IMPORTANT STEP FORWARD FROM THE
CHINESE SIDE LAST WEEK."

"I THINK THAT THERE IS THE CHANCE OF BREAKING THE LOG JAM. I
THINK THAT’S WHAT PEOPLE WANT TO SEE. I THINK PEOPLE ARE PRETTY
FRUSTRATED BY THE FACT THAT WE DON'T SEEM TO HAVE DONE THAT SO FAR,"
HE ADDED,

"SO I VERY MUCH HOPE THAT AFTER THE CHINESE SIDE HAVE BEEN ABLE
TO EXAMINE OUR SUBSTANTIVE 'YES', THEY'LL BE ABLE TO READ IT FOR WHAT
ET 155" HE SALD.

ASKED ABOUT HIS FORTHCOMING VISIT TO PEKING, THE GOVERNOR SAID:
"THE MAIN POINT OF MY VISIT TO PEKING IN OCTOBER AS FAR AS 1 AM
CONCERNED IS SO THAT I CAN ESTABLISH A GOOD PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH
SENIOR CHINESE OFFICIALS."

"I THINK IT IS UNLIKELY THAT WE'LL AGREE ON EVERYTHING WE EVER
DISCUSS BUT I THINK IT IS IMPORTANT THAT WE DISCUSS THINGS KNOWING ONE
ANOTHER'’S POSITION, RESPECTING ONE ANOTHER'S POSITION AND RESPECTING
ONE ANOTHER'S INTEGRITY, AND IN ORDER TO ARRIVE AT THAT HAPPY STATE OF
AFFAIRS, IT IS IMPORTANT TO MEET PEOPLE FACE TO FACE," HE ADDED.

MR PATTEN SAID HE HAD AN EXTREMELY INTERESTING VISIT TO LONDON.

"AS YOU KNOW, I HAD GOOD MEETINGS WITH THE PRIME MINISTER AND
FOREIGN SECRETARY AND OTHER SENIOR MINISTERS. I MET ABOUT TEN
MINISTERS IN ALL DURING THE COURSE OF MY 16 HOURS," HE SAID.

ASKED TO COMMENT ABOUT CURRENT TRADE DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN THE
UNITED STATES AND CHINA, THE GOVERNOR SAID: "WE HAVE NO DOUBT AT ALL
THAT FREE TRADE IS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT , NOT ONLY FOR ECONOMIC
PROGRESS, BUT FOR BETTER RELATIONS BETWEEN COUNTRIES."

"SO0O WE WILL CONTINUE TO ARGUE VIGOROUSLY FOR FREE TRADE. 1
THINK THAT'S IN THE INTEREST OF CHINA; I THINK IT'S IN THE INTEREST OF
THE UNITED STATES; CERTAINLY IN THE INTEREST OF HONG KONG WHICH HAS
BEEN A CHAMFION OF FREE TRADE OVER THE YEARS AND IN MY JUDGMENT, 1IT’'S
PLAINLY IN THE INTEREST OF THE WORLD," HE ADDED.
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GOVERNMENT COMMITTED TO MAINTAINING
BUSINESS ENVIRONMENT FOR INDUSTRY
¥ ¥ ¥ X X

THE GOVERNMENT REMAINS FIRMLY COMMITTED TO ENSURING THAT THE
BUSINESS ENVIRONMENT IN HONG KONG IS ONE IN WHICH INDUSTRY CAN
THRIVE, THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY, MR HAMISH MACLEOD SAID TONIGHT
(WEDNESDAY ) .

SPEAKING AT THE PRESENTATION CEREMONY OF THE YOUNG
INDUSTRIALIST AWARDS OF HONG KONG 19892 ORGANISED BY THE FEDERATION OF
HONG KONG INDUSTRIES, MR MACLEOD SAID THAT THE MANUFACTURING INDUSTRY
REMAINED A KEY COMPONENT OF THE LOCAL ECONOMY DESPITE THE RAPID GROWTH
OF THE SERVICES SECTOR IN RECENT YEARS.

.
F

"INDUSTRY NOW ACCOUNTS FOR CENT OF THE LOCAL GROSS

17 PER
DOMESTIC PRODUCT AND EMPLOYS NEARLY A QUARTER OF THE WORKFORCE," HE
SAID.

HE NOTED THAT THERE HAD BEEN A VERY IMPRESSIVE INCREASE IN
PRODUCTIVITY IN THE PAST DECADE.

"NOT MANY PEOPLE REALISE THAT OUR INDUSTRY IS PRODUCING, 1IN
REAL TERMS, 80 PER CENT MORE THAN IT DID 10 YEARS AGO, WITH ONLY
THREE QUARTERS OF THE MANPOWER.

"AUTOMATION, BETTER ORGANISATION, INTEGRATION WITH
MANUFACTURING 1IN SOUTHERN CHINA TO SAVE ON LABOUR AND LAND INTENSIVE
PROCESSES --- ALL THESE HAVE ENABLED OUR PRODUCTIVITY PER PERSON TO
RISE, 1IN REAL TERMS, AT AN AVERAGE ANNUAL RATE OF 9.5 PER CENT OVER
THE PAST DECADE.

"WHAT WE ARE SEEING IS A SLIMMER, FITTER, MORE FLEXIBLE
INDUSTRIAL SECTOR, CAPABLE OF QUICK ABSORPTION OF NEW TECHNIQUES AND A
QUICK RESPONSE TO MARKET DEMANDS," HE SAID.

MR MACLEOD CONCEDED, HOWEVER, THAT THE LOCAL INDUSTRY FACED
CONTINUING CHALLENGES TO ITS COMPETITIVENESS.

ISSUES HIGH ON MANUFACTURERS' AGENDAS INCLUDE FINDING THE
NECESSARY MANPOWER, COPING WITH PROTECTIONISM AND CONSUMERS' GROWING
DEMANDS, AND KEEPING COSTS UNDER CONTROL, HE SAID.

GIVEN THESE CHALLENGES, HONG KONG NEEDS TALENTED YOUNG
INDUSTRIALISTS MORE THAN EVER BEFORE, MR MACLEOD SAID,.

HE PAID TRIBUTE TO THE FEDERATION OF HK INDUSTRIES FOR

ORGANISING THE ANNUAL  YOUNG INDUSTRIALIST AWARDS WHICH GIVE
RECOGNITION TO HK'S YOUNG AND UP-AND-COMING INDUSTRIALISTS.
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HOTEL ORDINANCE ADVISORY GROUP IN THE PIPELINE
¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ %

THE GOVERNMENT IS IN THE PROCESS OF FORMING THE ADVISORY GROUP
ON [IMPLEMENTATION OF HOTEL AND GUESTHOUSE ACCOMMODATION ORDINANCE TO
FACILITATE EFFECTIVE ENFORCEMENT OF THE LAW, THE SECRETARY FOR HOME
AFFAIRS, MR MICHAEL SUEN, SAID TODAY (WEDNESDAY).

ADDRESSING A LUNCHEON MEETING OF THE ROTARY CLUB OF KOWLOON
WEST, MR SUEN SAID THE NEW BODY WOULD ALSO PROVIDE A CHANNEL FOR
COMMUNICATION WITH THE TRADE.

"THE GROUP WILL UNDERTAKE STUDIES ON THE BUILDING STRUCTURE AND
FIRE SAFETY STANDARDS AS REQUIRED BY THE ORDINANCE IN ISSUING LICENCES
TO HOTELS AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE SECREETARY FOR HOME AFFAIRS,.

"IT WILL ALSO REVIEW THE TECHNICAIL ASPECTS [NVOLVED IN THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE NEW LAW SO AS TO ENSURE THAT THE SAFETY MEASURES
CARRIED OUT BY HOTELS ARE EFFECTIVE AND PRACTICAL," MR SUEN SAID.

THE PRINCIPAL ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR HONG KONG AND KOWLOON
(BUILDING MANAGEMENT) WILL BE THE CONVENOR OF THE ADVISORY GROUP WHICH
WILL. COMPRISE REPRESENTATIVES FROM THE HOTEL INDUSTRY, RELEVANT
PROFESSIONAL BODIES AND GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS CONCERNED.

MR SUEN SAID THE GROUP WOULD HOLD ITS FIRST MEETING SHORTLY.

TURNING TO THE ORDINANCE WHICH WAS PASSED IN THE LEGISLATIVE
COUNCIL IN MAY LAST YEAR, MR SUEN SAID IT WAS AIMED AT ENSURING THAT
HOTELS AND SIMILAR ESTABLISHMENTS COMPLY WITH THE REQUIRED FIRE
PREVENTION AND BUILDING STRUCTURAL SAFETY STANDARDS.

ANOTHER OBJECTIVE IS TO ENABLE THE GOVERNMENT TO KEEP A
REGISTER OF ALL SUCH ACCOMMODATIONS, INCLUDING GUESTHOUSES, HOTELS,
APARTMENTS, MOTELS AND HOLIDAY FLATS.

SINCE THE INTRODUCTION OF THE ORDINANCE, MORE THAN 2,000 SUCH
ESTABLISHMENTS HAD ALREADY REGISTERED WITH THE OFFICE OF THE LICENSING
AUTHORITY (OLA) AND WERE GRANTED CERTIFICATES OF EXEMPTION WITH WHICH
THEY WERE EXEMPTED FROM LICENSING TEMPORARILY.

THE LICENSING SCHEME IS BEING CARRIED OUT IN STAGES, WITH
GUESTHOUSES AND HOTELS COMING UNDER THE FIRST PHASE.

"THESE HOTELS AND GUESTHOUSES ARE GIVEN, IN PRINCIPLE, A TWO-
YEAR EXEMPTION PERIOD TO ENABLE THEM TO UPGRADE THEIR FIRE PREVENTION
INSTALLATIONS TO MEET THE LICENSING REQUIREMENTS BEFORE SEPTEMBER
1993," MR SUEN SAID.

BUT HE STRESSED THAT EXTENSION OF THE EXEMPTION PERIOD OR
FLEXIBLE [IMPLEMENTATION OF CERTAIN NEWLY INTRODUCED SAFETY
REQUIREMENTS MIGHT BE CONSIDERED FOR INDIVIDUAL CASES, ESPECIALLY IN
CONNECTION WITH HOTELS.

/MR SUEN
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MR SUEN ALSO POINTED OUT THAT THE OLA WOULD OFFER ASSISTANCE TO
HOTEL MANAGEMENTS ON A REASONABLE MODIFICATION WORK SCHEDULE AND
DISCUSS WITH THEM ABOUT THE ACCEPTABILITY OF SIMILAR SAFETY SYSTEMS.

FINALLY, THE SECRETARY FOR HOME AFFAIRS APPEALED FOR FULL CO-
OPERATION FROM THE INDUSTRY TO ENSURE THE SMOOTH IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
ORDINANCE FOR THE SAKE OF PROTECTING THE LIFE AND PROPERTY OF THEIR
GUESTS AND STAFF.

"THIS WILL HELP ENHANCE HONG KONG'S GOOD REPUTATION IN THE
INTERNATIONAL TOURISM INDUSTRY," HE ADDED.
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LANTAU TAXIS TO INCREASE FARE
5 R R, 2

THE GOVERNOR IN COUNCIL HAS APPROVED AN AVERAGE INCREASE OF
21.7 PER CENT IN METER CHARGES FOR LANTAU TAXIS TO MEET RISING
OPERATING COSTS. -

THE NEW FARE WILL TAKE EFFECT FROM NOVEMBER 8 {SUNDAY) THIS
YEAR.

UPON REVISION, THE FLAGFALL FOR THE FIRST TWO KILOMETRES WILL
GO UP FROM $7 TO $8 AND THE SUBSEQUENT FARE FROM $0.80/0.25 KILOMETRE
TO $0.80/0.2 KILOMETRE. BAGGAGE AND RADTO-CALI, SERVICE SURCHARGES WILL
REMAIN UNCHANGED AT $3.

A\ GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN TODAY (WEDNESDAY) SAID IN DETERMINING
THE NEW FARE SCALE, THE GOVERNMENT HAD TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION THE
[NCREASED OPERATING COSTS SINCE THE LAST FARE REVISION, THE POLICY OF
MAINTAINING \ REASONABLE FARE DIFFERENTIAL BETWEEN TAXIS AND OTHER
PUBLIC TRANSPORT MODES, AND THE NEED TO MAINTAIN AN ACCEPTABLE LEVEL
OF TAXI SERVICE, HAVING REGARD TO AVAILABILITY OF TAXIS AND PASSENGER
WAITING TIME.

HE POINTED OUT THAT METER CHARGES FOR LANTAU TAXIS WOULD HAVE
REMAINED UNCHANGED FOR ABOUT 29 MONTHS BY NOVEMBER 1392 SINCE THEIR
LAST REVISION IN JUNE 1990.

"THE APPROVED RATE OF INCREASE IS LOWER THAN THAT DEMANDED BY
THE TRADE AND IS ABOUT FIVE PERCENTAGE POINTS LOWER THAN THE
CUMULATIVE INCREASE IN OPERATING COSTS WHICH 1S EXPECTED TO REACH 26
PER CENT WHEN THE NEW FARES BECOME EFFECTIVE TN NOVEMBER," HE SAID.

THE NEW FARE SCALE ALSO TAKES INTO ACCOUNT RESULTS OF TRANSPORT
DEPARTMENT'S SURVEYS WHICH SHOWED THAT THE MONTHLY NET INCOME OF THE
ANTAU TAXI TRADE IN 1992 HAD, IN REAL TERMS, BEEN REDUCED TO A LEVEL
SUBSTANTIALLY BELOW THAT OF JUNE 1990,

o v B R e




WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 1992
b

GOVT LAND IN QUARRY BAY TO LET
X F ¥ X X

THE BUILDINGS AND LANDS DEPARTMENT IS INVITING TENDERS FOR
SHORT-TERM TENANCY ON A PIECE OF GOVERNMENT LAND IN QUARRY BAY,
HONG KONG. -

THE SITE IS LOCATED AT TAI HONG STREET, QUARRY BAY AND HAS AN
AREA OF ABOUT 3,425 SQUARE METRES.

IT IS INTENDED FOR THE STORAGE OF TENANT'S GOODS (EXCLUDING
DANGEROUS GOODS, CONTAINERS, CONTAINER VEHICLES AND TRAILERS) .

IT COULD ALSO BE USED AT THE SAME TIME FOR WASTE PAPER
COLLECTING AND SORTING AND/OR PUBLIC FEE-PAYING CAR PARKING FOR
LICENSED MOTOR VEHICLES (EXCLUDING CONTAINER VEHICLES AND TRAILERS).

THE TENANCY IS INITIALLY FOR A TERM UP TO JUNE 30, 1993 AND
WILL BE RENEWABLE MONTHLY THEREAFTER.

TENDER OFFER WILL CLOSE AT NOON ON OCTOBER 2,

FORMS OF TENDER, TENDER NOTICE AND CONDITIONS MAY BE OBTAINED
FROM AND TENDER PLAN INSPECTED AT THE DISTRICT LANDS OFFICE, HONG
KONG EAST, 19TH FLOOR, SOUTHORN CENTRE, 130 HENNESSY ROAD, WAN CHAT,
HONG KONG; THE BUILDINGS AND LANDS DEPARTMENT, 14TH FLOOR, MURRAY
BUILDING, GARDEN ROAD, HONG KONG; AND THE DISTRICT LANDS OFFICES
KOWLOON, 10TH FLOOR, YAU MA TEI CAR PARK BUILDING, 250 SHANGHAI
STREET, KOWLOON,

THREE LOTS UP FOR AUCTION
¥ ¥ % x

THE BUILDINGS AND LANDS DEPARTMENT WILL PUT UP THREE PIECES OF
GOVERNMENT LAND FOR PUBLIC AUCTION ON FRIDAY (SEPTEMBER 18).

THE AUCTION WILL BE HELD IN THE THEATRE OF THE HONG KONG CITY
HALL AT 2.30 PM.

THE FIRST SITE IS LOCATED OFF SUN SING STREET, SHAU KEI WAN,
HONG KONG. IT HAS AN AREA OF ABOUT 1,685 SQUARE METRES AND IS
EARMARKED FOR NON-INDUSTRIAL (EXCLUDING HOTEL AND GODOWN) PURPOSES,

THE SECOND SITE IN KIN ON STREET, AREA 9, TUEN MUN, NEW
TERRITORIES, HAS AN AREA OF ABOUT 2,464 SQUARE METRES.

IT IS DESIGNATED FOR INDUSTRIAL AND/OR GODOWN PURPOSES AND
MULTI-STOREY CAR PARK.

/THE REMAINING
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THE REMAINING SITE IS IN CHEUNG SHA ON LANTAU ISLAND. WITH AN
AREA OF ABOUT 855 SQUARE METRES, IT IS DESIGNATED FOR PRIVATE
RESIDENTIAL PURPOSES.

ATTENTION NEWS EDITORS:
YOUR REPRESENTATIVES ARE INVITED TO COVER THE LAND AUCTION.

A PRESS AREA WILL BE DESIGNATED AT THE VENUE. PHOTOGRAPHERS
SHOULD BRING ALONG TELEPHOTO LENSES.

AL TR e A L

UNAUTHORISED BUILDING WORKS IN MONG KOK TO BE CLOSED
¥ X ¥ ¥ x

THE BUILDING AUTHORITY IS SEEKING TO CLOSE THE UNAUTHORISED

- BUILDING WORKS ON A BUILDING IN MONG KOK SO THAT THEY CAN BE

DEMOLISHED WITHOUT DANGER TO THE OCCUPIERS AND THE PUBLIC.

] THE UNAUTHORISED STRUCTURES ARE IN FLAT 5A ON THE FIFTH FLOOR
OF TAK LEE MANSION, 1-5 ARGYLE STREET.

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO APPLY FOR A CLOSURE ORDER UNDER THE
BUILDINGS ORDINANCE FROM THE HONG KONG DISTRICT COURT ON OCTOBER 14
WAS POSTED ON THE PREMISES TODAY (WEDNESDAY).

DEMOLITION WORKS ARE EXPECTED TO START AS SOON AS THE CLOSURE
ORDER IS ISSUED.

NEW DISTRICT OFFICER FOR YAU TSIM, MONG KOK
¥ ¥ %X x %

MR BARTON IRELAND WILL TAKE UP THE POST OF THE DISTRICT
OFFICER OF YAU TSIM AND MONG KOK TOMORROW (THURSDAY) .

MR IRELAND, AGED 42, JOINED THE GOVERNMENT IN 1977 AND BECAME
AN ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER IN 1982,

HE HAS SERVED 1IN VARIOUS POLICY BRANCHES, INCLUDING THE

lFINANCE BRANCH, SECURITY BRANCH, CIVIL SERVICE BRANCH AND THE

CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS BRANCH.

HE WAS ALSO A FORMER ASSISTANT DISTRICT OFFICER OF TSING YI.
HIS LAST POSTING WAS PRINCIPAL ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL
AFFAIRS.
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HONG KONG GOVERNMENT EXCHANGE FUND
MONEY MARKET OPERATIONS

MILLION

OPENING BALANCE IN THE ACCOUNT

REVERSAL OF LAF NIL
BALANCE AFTER REVERSAL OF LAF 1,500
NET INJECTION/WITHDRAWAL TODAY NIL
EFFECT OF LAF TODAY NIL

CLOSING BALANCE IN THE ACCOUNT 1,500

LAF RATE 2.00 BID/4.00 OFFER TWI 110.4 *+0.4x 16.9.92

HONG KONG GOVERNMENT EXCHANGE FUND
EF BILLS HONG KONG GOVERNMENT BONDS
TERMS TERM ISSUE COUPON PRICE
WEEK 14 MONTHS 2311 6.25 103.46
1 MONTH 17T MONTHS 2402 9.50 102.88
3 MONTHS . 20 MONTHS 2405 5.50 102.90
6 MONTHS 23 MONTHS 2408 4,375 100.99
12 MONTHS 3,14
TOTAL TURNOVER OF BILLS AND BONDS - 9,869 MN

CLOSED 16 SEPTEMBER 1992






