








WEDNESDAY, MARCH 31,
28 -

LOCALISATION OF LEGAL DEPARTMENT ENCOURAGING
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PROGRESS OF LOCALISATION OF THE LEGAL DEPARTMENT OVER THE PAST
FEW YEARS HAD BEEN ENCOURAGING, THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, THE HON JEREMY
MATHEWS, SAID.

SPEAKING AT THE RESUMED DEBATE ON THE APPROPRIATION BILL 1993
IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY, HE SAID AT THE SENIOR CROWN COUNSEL
LEVEL, THE LEGAL DEPARTMENT HAD 77 LOCAL LAWYERS OUT OF A TOTAL
STRENGTH OF 141.

AT THE DIRECTORATE LEVEL, THERE WERE 10 LOCAL OFFICERS OUT OF A
TOTAL OF 53.

"FIVE YEARS AGO, THE CORRESPONDING FIGURES WERE, FOR SENIOR
CROWN COUNSEL, 20 LOCAL OFFICERS OUT OF A TOTAL OF 100, AND FOR
DIRECTORATE, THREE LOCAL OFFICERS OUT OF A TOTAL OF 43," HE SAID.

"SO WHILE MUCH IS STILL TO BE DONE, WE HAVE COME A LONG WAY 1IN
OUR PROGRESS TOWARDS LOCALISATION," HE ADDED.

IN THE PAST, A KEY OBSTACLE LYING IN THE WAY OF LOCALISATION
WAS THE FACT THAT PRIVATE PRACTICE IN HONG KONG WAS IN GENERAL MUCH
MORE REWARDING IN MONETARY TERMS THAN GOVERNMENT SERVICE.

THIS CREATED DIFFICULTIES FOR LOCALISATION IN LEGAL DEPARTMENT
IN TWO WAYS.

FIRST, IT MEANT THAT VERY FEW LOCAL LAWYERS WOULD WANT TO LEAVE
PRIVATE PRACTICE TO JOIN THE LEGAL DEPARTMENT.

SECONDLY, IT MEANT THAT WE HAD DIFFICULTIES IN RETAINING OUR
YOUNG LOCAL COUNSEL, AS MANY WERE TEMPTED TO LEAVE GOVERNMENT SERVICE
SOON AFTER THEIR TRAINING WAS COMPLETED.

RECOGNISING ALL THESE PROBLEMS, THE LEGAL DEPARTMENT INTRODUCED
THE DOUBLE LADDER SCHEME 1IN DECEMBER 1988 TO HELP RETAIN LOCAL
COUNSEL. THIS SCHEME ALLOWS LOCAL CROWN COUNSEL WHO HAVE IDENTIFIED
POTENTIAL TO REACH SENIOR CROWN COUNSEL EARLY IN THEIR CAREERS.

THE SCHEME HAD HAD A NOTABLE SUCCESS IN HELPING THE LEGAL
DEPARTMENT TO RETAIN LOCAL LAWYERS AND WASTAGE OF LOCAL COUNSEL HAS
DROPPED DRAMATICALLY IN THE PAST FEW YEARS.

TO SPEED UP LOCALISATION OF THE DIRECTORATE 1IN THE LEGAL
DEPARTMENT, THE DEVELOPMENT POSTS SCHEME WAS INTRODUCED IN JUNE 1991,

ITS OBJECTIVE WAS TO GROOM ABLE LOCAL SENIOR CROWN COUNSEL SO
THAT THEY COULD COMPETE MORE EFFECTIVELY FOR PROMOTION INTO THE
DIRECTORATE.

ME MATHEWS SAID OWING TO ITS RELATIVELY SHORT HISTORY AND THE
LENGTH OF THE GROOMING PERIOD INVOLVED, THE SCHEME WAS YET TO EXERT
ITS FULL IMPACT ON LOCALISATION OF THE DIRECTORATE AND THAT TO DATE
ONLY 18.9% OF DIRECTORATE OFFICERS IN THE DEPARTMENT WERE LOCALS.
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"I WOULD LIKE TO SEE THE FIGURE SUBSTANTIALLY RAISED IN THE
COMING YEARS. I AM CONFIDENT THAT THE DEVELOPMENT POSTS SCHEME WILL
ASSIST IN ACHIEVING THIS GOAL," HE SAID.

BOTH SCHEMES WOULD BE REVIEWED THIS YEAR BY AN INTER-
DEPARTMENTAL WORKING GROUP.

MR MATHEWS ALSO EXPLAINED THE CRITERIA AND PROCEDURE FOR
BRIEFING LEGAL WORK OUT AND THE WAY IN WHICH FEES WERE MONITORED AND
CONTROLLED.

HE SAID THE MAJORITY OF CASES BRIEFED OUT WERE CRIMINAL
PROSECUTIONS .

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS KEPT LISTS OF BARRISTERS
WHO HAD EXPRESSED INTEREST IN UNDERTAKING PROSECUTIONS WORK FOR THE
CROWN AND WHO WERE CONSIDERED TO HAVE THE NECESSARY ABILITY AND
EXPERIENCE AT THE RELEVANT LEVEL.

WHEN A CASE WAS TO BE BRIEFED OUT, THE NORMAL PROCEDURE WAS TO
CHOOSE COUNSEL ON THE BASIS OF ROTATION AND AVAILABILITY.

OCCASIONALLY, COUNSEL WOULD ALSO BE SELECTED BECAUSE OF HIS OR
HER SPECIAL EXPERTISE IN A PARTICULAR AREA, SUCH AS COMMERCIAL CRIME.

MR MATHEWS SAID THE FEES PAYABLE IN PROSECUTIONS CASES WERE 1IN
MOST CASES SUBJECT TO A SCALE WHICH APPLIED EQUALLY TO THE LEGAL
DEPARTMENT AND THE LEGAL AID DEPARTMENT AND WHICH HAD BEEN APPROVED BY
THE FINANCE COMMITTEE.

THESE SCALE FEES WERE SOMETIMES INCREASED WHERE THE CASE IN
QUESTION MERITED IT.

"FOR EXAMPLE, A MAJOR FRAUD CASE IN THE HIGH COURT MAY ATTRACT
FEES ABOVE SCALE FEES, PARTICULARLY IF PROSECUTED BY LEADING COUNSEL.

ST [S RARE FOR FEES TO BE INCREASED IN THE MAGISTRACY BUT
OCCASIONALLY THIS HAPPENS IN THE DISTRICT COURT WHERE THE OFFENCE IS
SERIOUS AND THE TRIAL IS LONG AND COMPLEX. THE APPROVAL, OF THE
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS IS REQUIRED FOR ANY DEPARTURE FROM THE
SCALE FEES," HE SAID.

THE CROWN SOLICITOR ALSO KEPT A LIST OF BARRISTERS WHO WERE
WILLING TO ACCEPT INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE CROWN IN RESPECT OF CIVIL
MATTERS.

COUNSEL WISHING TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS LIST WERE ASKED TO STATE
THEIR AREAS OF PRACTICE AND THEIR USUAL LEVEL OF FEES.

THEY WERE THEN SELECTED FOR INCLUSION ON THE LIST ON THE BASIS
OF THEIR ABILITY, EXPERIENCE AND LEVEL OF FEES.

BECAUSE OF THE COMPARATIVELY SMALL AMOUNT OF CIVII, WORK BRIEFED

OUT AND ITS OFTEN HIGHLY SPECIALISED NATURE, 1T WAS NOT PRACTICABLE TO
BRIEF CIVIL WORK OUT TO COUNSEL ON THE LIST ON A ROTATION BASIS.

/RATHER, THE
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RATHER, THE CHOICE OF COUNSEL FOR A PARTICULAR CIVIL CASE WAS
BASED ON ABILITY - HAVING REGARD IN PARTICULAR TO COUNSEL'S AREAS OF
PRACTICE, AVAILABILITY AND THE LEVEL OF FEES CHARGED.

ALTHOUGH THERE WAS NO AGREED SCALE OF FEES FOR CIVIL WORK, THE
CROWN SOLICITOR HIMSELF APPROVED THE LEVEL OF FEES FOR EACH CIVIL
MATTER THAT WAS BRIEFED OUT.

IN ADDITION TO BARRISTERIAL WORK, THE LEGAL DEPARTMENT ALSO
BRIEFED OUT SOME SOLICITORS' WORK. THE CIVIL DIVISION HAD OVER THE
LAST YEAR BEEN AIMING TO REDUCE ITS RELIANCE ON OUTSIDE LAW FIRMS AND,
WITH THE EXCEPTION OF A FEW MINOR CASES, NO NEW SOLICITORS'’ WORK IN
CIVIL MATTERS ON BEHALF OF THE CROWN HAD BEEN BRIEFED OUT IN THE LAST
FEW MONTHS.

THE SOLICITORS' WORK IN RESPECT OF PROSECUTION CASES WAS RARELY
BRIEFED OUT.

GIVEN THE SMALL NUMBER OF CASES IN WHICH SOLICITORS’' WORK WAS
BRIEFED OUT AND THE FACT THAT THE WORK WAS SOMETIMES VERY SPECIALISED,
ONLY A FEW FIRMS OF SOLICITORS WERE ABLE TO UNDERTAKE THIS WORK FOR
THE CROWN.

A FIRM WOULD ONLY BE APPROACHED IN RESPECT OF SOLICITORS' WORK
IF ITS COMPETENCE AND EXPERIENCE IN THE RELEVANT AREA OF PRACTICE AND
ITS LEVEL OF FEES CHARGED COULD WITHSTAND CRITICAL SCRUTINY BY THE
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS OR THE CROWN SOLICITOR.

MR MATHEWS SAID IT HAD BEEN SUGGESTED THAT THE GOVERNMENT MIGHT
BE ABLE TO ACHIEVE SOME SAVINGS IN RESPECT OF THE BRIEFING OUT OF
SOLICITORS' WORK IF A SYSTEM COULD BE INTRODUCED WHEREBY FIRMS WERE
INVITED TO BID FOR THIS WORK ON A COMPETITIVE BASIS.

) AM GRATEFUL, FOR THIS SUGGESTION AND WILL EXAMINE IT
CAREFULLY," HE SAILD,

TURNING TO THE WIDER USE OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY IN THE
GOVERNMENT, HE SAID THE LEGAL DEPARTMENT HAD ALREADY MADE CONSIDERABLE
PROGRESS IN THIS RESPECT.

"ALL ORDINANCES AND SUBSIDIARY LEGISLATION ARE NOW STORED AND
UPDATED ON OUR IN-HOUSE DATABASE, AND CAN BE RETRIEVED OR SEARCHED IN
A MATTER OF SECONDS.

"THERE ARE ALSO OTHER DATABASES WITHIN THE LEGAL DEPARTMENT
RELATING TO THE WORK OF INDIVIDUAL DIVISIONS,'" HE SAID.

HE SAID A COMPREHENSIVE AND COHERENT PLAN FOR OFFICE AUTOMATION
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY ENHANCE THE LEGAL
DEPARTMENT 'S PRODUCTIVITY AND EFFICIENCY.

WITH THIS IN MIND A COMPREHENSIVE INFORMATION SYSTEMS STRATEGIC

STUDY WAS UNDERWAY IN THE DEPARTMENT AND RESULTS OF THAT STUDY WERE
EXPECTED LATER THIS YEAR.
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RTHK PROGRAMME QUALITY, MORALE
UNAFFECTED BY BUDGET CUT-BACKS
¥* ¥ ¥ ¥ % ¥

THE BUDGET CUT-BACKS OVER THE LAST THREE YEARS FOR RTHK HAVE
NOT RESULTED IN THE PRODUCTION OF FEWER AND POORER QUALITY PUBLIC
AFFAIRS AND INFORMATION PROGRAMMES NOR HAVE THESE AFFECTED THE STAFF
MORALE.

IN FACT, THE QUALITY OF RTHK'S PROGRAMMES HAS REMAINED
CONSISTENTLY HIGH AND HAS MORE THAN ADEQUATELY MET PUBLIC
EXPECTATIONS, AS IS CLEARLY REFLECTED IN RECENT AUDIENCE APPRECIATION
SURVEYS.

THIS WAS STATED BY THE SECRETARY FOR RECREATION AND CULTURE, MR
JAMES SO, WHEN SPEAKING AT THE RESUMED DEBATE ON THE APPROPRIATION
BILL 1993 IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY).

MR SO SAID BOTH TVB AND ATV, NO DOUBT INSPIRED BY THE
POPULARITY OF RTHK'S PROGRAMMES, HAD PRODUCED THEIR OWN GOOD QUALITY
PUBLIC AFFAIRS AND INFORMATION PROGRAMMES, INCLUDING ‘NEWS MAGAZINE,
NEWSLINE, MONDAY MONITOR, PEARL REPORT, AND SUNDAY REPORT.

"ESSENTIALLY, WE LOOK TO RTHK TO UNDERTAKE PROGRAMMING THAT THE
COMMERCIAL BROADCASTERS MIGHT BAULK AGAINST," HE SAID.

"IT IS CLEAR THAT IN THIS AREA OF PROGRAMMING, TVB AND ATV ARE
NOT BAULKING.

"THUS IT IS RIGHT THAT RTHK SHOULD NOW FOCUS ON AREAS NOT
COVERED BY THE COMMERCIAL BROADCASTERS AND GO FOR QUALITY RATHER THAN
QUANTITY."

ON THE RADIO SIDE, RTHK ALSO MAINTAINS ITS LEADING POSITION AS
IS SHOWN BY THE RECENT SEVEN-DAY LISTENING FIGURES FOR THE TOP FIVE
RADIO CHANNELS.

SPEAKING ON STAFF MORALE, MR SO STATED: "LET NO ONE BE UNDER
THE DELUSION THAT MORALE IS NOT HIGH AT RTHK.

"IT COULD NOT BE OTHERWISE HAVING REGARD TO THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF
RTHK’S RADIO AND TELEVISION SERVICES OVER THE LAST TWO YEARS, OF WHICH
BOTH STAFF MEMBERS OF RTHK AND THE COMMUNITY AT LARGE CAN BE JUSTLY
PROUD. "

TURNING TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF CULTURE, THE SECRETARY NOTED THAT
SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS HAD BEEN MADE IN THE PAST DECADE.

TO MAP OUT THE WAY FORWARD, THE GOVERNMENT HAS PUBLISHED THE
ARTS POLICY REVIEW REPORT FOR PUBLIC CONSULTATION EARLY THIS MONTH.

ONE OF THE MAJOR PROPOSALS CONTAINED IN THIS REPORT [S TO
RECONSTITUTE THE EXISTING COUNCIL FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS (CFPA) INTO
AN ARTS COUNCIL AND TO EXPAND THE COUNCIL'S SCOPE TO EMBRACE THE
VISUAL AND LITERARY ARTS IN ADDITION TO THE PERFORMING ARTS.
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MR SO SAID THE $30 MILLION GRANT TO THE SIR DAVID TRENCH FUND
TO PROVIDE SUPPORT FOR ARTS DEVELOPMENT WOULD GO SOME WAY TO MEETING

THIS REQUIREMENT.

ON THE CONCERN EXPRESSED BY MEMBERS OVER THE SCOPE AND
APPLICATION OF THIS GRANT, MR SO POINTED OUT THAT ALTHOUGH THIS GRANT
WAS AIMED AT PROVIDING SUPPORT TO NEW AND DEVELOPING ARTISTIC GROUPS,
ITS AMBIT WOULD BE SUCH AS TO ENABLE IT TO COVER THE LITERARY AND
VISUAL ARTS AS WELL.

"BUT FUNDS TO SUPPORT THE VISUAL AND LITERARY ARTS CANNOT BE
ALLOCATED UNTIL THE NEW POLICY IS APPROVED AND AN ARTS COUNCIL IS SET
UP, REPLACING THE CFPA, IN ADVISING ME ON THE PROPER DISBURSEMENTS OF
FUNDS TO THESE ART FORMS FROM THIS GRANT," HE SAID.

"THIS GRANT WILL ALSO BE USED FLEXIBLY AND PRUDENTLY TO DEVELOP
THE ARTS IN HONG KONG AND THAT NO DESERVING AND WORTHWHILE PROJECTS
SUPPORTED BY THE CFPA NOW, OR THE ARTS COUNCIL IN FUTURE, WILL BE
TURNED DOWN FOR WANT OF FUNDS.

"IF NEED BE, THE CAPITAL OF THE GRANT MAY BE DRAWN DOWN TO
PROVIDE THE NECESSARY FUNDING SUPPORT TO THE PROJECT." .

AS REGARDS COMMENTS THAT SMALL AND LESS KNOWN PERFORMING GROUPS
ENGAGED IN ACTIVITIES AT THE COMMUNITY LEVEL WERE INADEQUATELY FUNDED,
MR SO-SAID THIS MIGHT BE THE CASE IN THE PAST.

HE ADMITTED THAT ONLY SIX PER CENT OF THE FUNDS ALLOCATED TO
THE CFPA WAS SPENT ON THE SMALLER GROUPS IN 1988,

BUT THIS HAD RISEN TO 22 PER CENT IN 1992/93 AND WILL BE
FURTHER INCREASED TO 24.8 PER CENT IN 1993/94.

ON THE SPORTS SIDE, MR SO REAFFIRMED GOVERNMENT'S COMMITMENT TO
IMPROVING AND DEVELOPING SPORTS IN HONG KONG.

THE $100 MILLION ONE-OFF GRANT PROPOSED FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF
HONG KONG'S ATHLETES WOULD BE CRUCIAL IN PREPARING THEM FOR
INTERNATIONAL SPORTING EVENTS 1IN THE YEARS AHEAD, INCLUDING THE
COMMONWEALTH GAMES AND THE ASIAN GAMES IN 1994, AND THE OLYMPIC GAMES
IN 1996.

"T AM SURE WITH THIS ADDITIONAL FUNDING TO SPORTS, WE CAN LOOK
FORWARD TO MUCH BETTER PERFORMANCE BY OUR ATHLETES IN INTERNATIONAL
GAMES [N THE NEXT FEW YEARS, AND CAN EXPECT TO SEE THEM COMING HOME
WITH MORE MEDALS, THUS RAISING HONG KONG'S PROFILE [N THE
INTERNATIONAL SPORTING ARENA," MR SO SAID.
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PUBLIC VIEWS SOUGHT ON SAHR PROCEDURES
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THE GOVERNMENT TODAY (WEDNESDAY) PUBLISHED THE CONSULTATION
PAPER ON THE FINAL REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON SCIENTIFICALLY ASSISTED
HUMAN REPRODUCTION (SAHR).

TABLING THE DOCUMENT BEFORE THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, THE
SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE, MRS ELIZABETH WONG, SAID SAHR WAS
THE ASSISTANCE OF HUMAN CONCEPTION BY ARTIFICTAL MEANS, IN ORDER TO
ALLEVIATE HUMAN INFERTILITY.

SINCE 1986, WHEN THE FIRST BABY WAS BORN IN HONG KONG A8 A
RESULT OF IN-VITRO FERTILISATION y THE PRACTICE OF SAHR PROCEDURES HAS
DEVELOPED RAPIDLY AND ARE NO LONGER UNCOMMON.

AS SAHR PROCEDURES RAISE MANY WIDE-RANGING SOCIAL, MORAL,
ETHICAL AND LEGAL CONCERNS AND CONTROVERSIES, MRS WONG SAID A
COMMITTEE ON SCIENTIFICALLY ASSISTED HUMAN REPRODUCTION WAS APPOINTED
IN 1987 TO LOOK INTO THE ISSUES INVOLVED.

THE COMMITTEE, CHAIRED BY DR LEONG CHE-HUNG y TOOK FIVE YEARS TO
STUDY THE COMPLEXITIES OF THE SUBJECTS AND SUBMITTED ITS FINAL REPORT
TO THE GOVERNMENT LAST YEAR.

MRS WONG NOTED THAT THE FINAL REPORT DISCUSSED THE COMPLEX
[SSUES THOROUGHLY IN LAYMAN’S LANGUAGE AND MADE 22 WELL-PRESENTED
RECOMMENDATIONS, WHICH HAD PROFOUND AND FAR-REACHING IMPLICATIONS.

i HAVE STUDIED THE FINAL REPORT CAREFULLY AND SOUGHT ADVICE
FROM THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL," SHE SAID.

"AS RIGHTLY POINTED OUT BY ONE EXPERT IN OBSTETRICS AND
GYNAECOLOGY, THE CONCERN OVER THIS ISSUE MAINLY COMES FROM THE PUBLIC.

"GIVEN THE TIME IT HAS TAKEN FOR US TO COME THUS FAR AND THE
IMPLICATIONS OF SAHR PROCEDURES, IT IS APPROPRIATE FOR THE COMMUNITY
TO BE UPDATED ON THE ISSUES INVOLVED AND TO TAKE THE LEAD IN FORMING A
VIEW ON THE RECOMMENDATIONS BEFORE A FINAL DECISION IS TAKEN," SHE
ADDED.

THE CONSULTATION PAPER SETS OUT BRIEFLY THE BACKGROUND AND
ARGUMENTS ON SAHR PROCEDURES.

[T ALSO EXPLAINS THE LEGAL IMPLICATIONS ON SAHR PROCEDURES
FLOWING FROM THE PARENT AND CHILD ORDINANCE ENACTED EARLIER THIS
MONTH.

COPIES OF THE CONSULTATION PAPER, IN ENGLISH AND CHINESE, WILL
BE SENT TO CONCERNED INDIVIDUALS AND BODIES IN THE MEDICAL, LEGAL,
SOCIAL SERVICE AND RELIGIOUS FIELDS.

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ALSO OBTAIN COPIES FROM VARIOUS
DISTRICT OFFICES AND THE HEALTH AND WELFARE BRANCH, GOVERNMENT
SECRETARIAT, SEVENTH FLOOR, CENTRAL GOVERNMENT OFFICES ' MAIN WING,
LOWER ALBERT ROAD.

VIEWS ON THE CONSULTATION PAPER SHOULD BE SENT TO THE HEALTH
AND WELFARE BRANCH NO LATER THAN JUNE 30, 1993.
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CONFIDENTIAL DIPLOMATIC EXCHANGES NOT TO MAKE PUBLIC
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IT IS NOT NORMAL PRACTICE TO DISCLOSE CONFIDENTIAL DIPLOMATIC
EXCHANGES BETWEEN GOVERNMENTS, WHICH IN ANY CASE NORMALLY CONSIST OF
ORAL EXCHANGES RATHER THAN WRITTEN MESSAGES.

THIS WAS STATED BY THE SECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS,
ME MICHAEL SZE, IN A WRITTEN REPLY TO A QUESTION BY THE HON HENRY
TANG YIN-YEN IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY).

ON THE PUBLICATION OF THE SEVEN LETTERS EXCHANGED BETWEEN THE
BRITISH AND CHINESE GOVERNMENTS, MR SZE EXPLAINED THAT BRITISH
MINISTERS DECIDED TO DO SO FOLLOWING A SPECIFIC SUGGESTION TO THIS
EFFECT FROM THE CHINESE SIDE.

"AT A SPECIAL SITTING OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL ON 12 MARCH
1993, THE GOVERNOR MADE CLEAR THE BRITISH SIDE'S POSITION AND EFFORTS
IN EXPLORING WHETHER A FIRM AND PRODUCTIVE BASIS COULD BE FOUND TO
HOLD FORMAL TALKS WITH THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT ON THE 1994 /95
ELECTORAL ARRANGEMENTS IN HONG KONG," MR SZE ADDED.

A S

GOVT CONSIDERS RELAXING VISA REQUIREMENTS FOR CHINESE VISITORS
¥ 0 x % x

THE GOVERNMENT IS NOW CONSIDERING WHETHER IT IS POSSIBLE TO
RELAX THE REQUIREMENT FOR VISAS FOR SHORT-TERM TOURISTS OR BUSINESS
VISITORS FROM CHINA.

THIS WAS STATED BY THE SECRETARY FOR SECURITY + MR ALISTAIR
ASPREY, IN A WRITTEN REPLY TO A QUESTION BY THE HON MARTIN BARROW 1IN
TODAY'S (WEDNESDAY) LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL MEETING.

MR ASPREY SAID: "UNDER THE EXISTING ARRANGEMENTS, RESIDENTS OF
CHINA HOLDING CHINESE TWO-WAY PERMITS WHO VISIT HONG KONG
INDIVIDUALLY OR IN GROUPS, AS TOURISTS OR ON BUSTNESS, DO NOT REQUIRE
VISAS."

HOWEVER, THOSE TRAVELLING ON CHINESE PASSPORTS DO REQUIRE
VISAS, HE ADDED.

IN NORMAL CIRCUMSTANCES, VISAS ARE APPROVED WITHIN ONE TO TWO
WEEKS.

"1F WE RELAX FURTHER VISA REQUIREMENTS, THIS SHOULD HELP TO
REDUCE VISA PROCESSING TIMES," HE SAID.

MR ASPREY SAID THERE WAS NO LIMIT OR QUOTA ON VISITORS FROM
CHINA, WHO CONTRIBUTED TO HONG KONG'S TOURISM INDUSTRY.

HOWEVER, THE HONG KONG AND CHINESE GOVERNMENTS AGREED 1IN 1983

THAT THE NUMBER OF TWO-WAY PERMIT HOLDERS VISITING HONG KONG SHOULD
BE ALLOWED TO INCREASE IN A GRADUAL AND CONTROLLED MANNER, HE SAID.

Rl I
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58,400 PUBLIC RENTAL UNITS MORE IN NEXT THREE YEARS
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THE TOTAL NUMBER OF PUBLIC RENTAL UNITS TO BE COMPLETED IN THE
NEXT THREE YEARS IS 58,400.

IN ADDITION, ABOUT 13,000 VACATED UNITS ARE EXPECTED TO BE
RECOVERED FROM TENANTS FOR ALLOCATION EACH YEAR.

THIS WAS STATED BY THE SECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND
LANDS, MR TONY EASON, IN A WRITTEN REPLY TO A QUESTION BY DR THE HON
CONRAD LAM IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY).

THE NUMBER AND LOCATION OF PUBLIC RENTAL HOUSING UNITS TO BE
COMPLETED IN THE NEXT THREE YEARS ARE AS FOLLOWS:

LOCATION 1993/94 1994 /95 1995/96

URBAN AREA 6,000

EXTENDED
URBAN AREA 7,600 6,200

N.T. 6,100 2,600 3,900
TOTAL 19,700 23,600 15,100

FOR 1993/94, ABOUT 40,000 UNITS WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR

ALLOCATION, INCLUDING ABOUT 20,000 NEWLY COMPLETED UNITS, 13,000 UNITS
RECOVERED AS WELL AS 7,000 UNITS REFURBISHED TO A HIGHER STANDARD, HE
ADDED.

"THERE 18 NO FIXED RATIO FOR ALLOCATING RENTAL FLATS TO VARIOUS
CATEGORIES OF PROSPECTIVE TENANTS," MR EASON SAID,

"AT THE BEGINNING OF EACH FINANCIAL YEAR, THE HOUSING AUTHORITY
MAKES AN ASSESSMENT OF THE LIKELY DEMAND FROM VARIOUS (J_‘.A'[‘E(;()H[F:S AND
SUPPLY FROM DIFFERENT SOURCES," HE EXPLAINED.

"IT THEN DECIDES ON THE ALLOCATION QUOTAS FOR THE YEAR."
IS B i IR

SPECIAL ALLOCATION OF TIN SHUI WAI FLATS
- i o e A

RESPONSE FROM ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS UNDER A SPECIAL PACKAGE
APPROVED BY HOUSING AUTHORITY IN JULY 1991 HAS PROVED TO BE MORE THAN
SUFFICIENT TO TAKE UP ALL THE TIN SHUI WAI ESTATE FLATS COMING ON
STREAM UP TO MARCH 1994,

THIS WAS STATED BY THE SECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND
LANDS, MR TONY EASON IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY).

IN A WRITTEN REPLY TO A QUESTION RAISED BY THE HON ZACHARY
WONG WAI-YIN, MR EASON SAID: "THUS THE AUTHORITY DECIDED IN JANUARY
THIS YEAR NOT TO ACCEPT ANY MORE NEW APPLICATIONS FROM PRIORITY TWO
AND THREE FAMILIES."

{HE EXPLAINED
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HE EXPLAINED THAT HAVING REGARD TO DIFFICULTIES IN LETTING NEW
FLATS IN TUEN MUN IN 1990/91, THE AUTHORITY APPROVED THE PACKAGE,
INCLUDING RELAXED ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA, TO ATTRACT TENANTS TO THE MORE
REMOTE TIN SHUI WAI ESTATE DUE FOR POPULATION INTAKE FROM MID-1992.

SINCE THE AUTHORITY'S PRIORITY IS TO MEET THE HOUSING NEEDS OF
THOSE ALREADY ELIGIBLE UNDER CURRENT CRITERIA FROM WHOM THERE IS MORE
THAN SUFFICIENT DEMAND TO TAKE UP AVAILABLE SUPPLY, IT IS NOT POSSIBLE
TO OFFER FLATS TO PRIORITY TWO AND THREE APPLICANTS FOR THE PRESENT,
HE SAID.,

"THOSE WHO HAVE ALREADY APPLIED HAVE BEEN NOTIFIED THAT THEIR
CHANCE OF BEING ALLOCATED A FLAT IN THE NEXT TWO YEARS IS SLIM," HE
ADDED.

s sy A

CALL TO PUBLICISE TV/RADIO PROGRAMMES UNDER COMPLAINTS
¥ X % % x

THE GOVERNMENT WILL INVITE MEMBERS OF THE BROADCASTING
AUTHORITY (BA) TO CONSIDER PUBLICISING DETAILS OF BREACHES BY
LICENSEES OF THE TELEVISION AND RADIO CODES OF PRACTICE ON PROGRAMME
AND ADVERTISING STANDARDS.

IN HIS WRITTEN REPLY TO A QUESTION BY THE HON ERIC LI KA-
CHEUNG, THE SECRETARY FOR RECREATION AND CULTURE, MR JAMES S0, SAID
THE PUBLICATION OF SUCH DETAILS WAS A MATTER FOR THE BA TO DETERMINE
AND THAT THE COMPLAINTS COMMITTEE OF THE AUTHORITY COULD DETERMINE ITS
OWN PROCEDURES.

"CURRENTLY IT IS NOT THE PRACTICE OF THE BROADCAST,ING AUTHORITY
TO PUBLICISE DETAILS OF INDIVIDUAL BREACHES CONSIDERED BY THE
AUTHORITY.

"HOWEVER, STATISTICS ON COMPLAINT CASES, INCLUDING DETAILS OF
WARNINGS AND FINANCIAL PENALTIES, ARE PUBLISHED ANNUALLY 1IN THE
BROADCASTING AUTHORITY ANNUAL REPORT WHICH IS TABLED [N THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,"™ MR SO SAID. :

T e Tl e i

MASSIVE FLOODING CONTROL PROGRAMME IN THE PIPELINE
* k& Kk &

THE LONG-TERM SOLUTION TO THE FLOODING PROBLEM IN NORTHWESTERN
NEW TERRITORIES LIES IN THE COMPLETION OF AN EXTENSIVE PROGRAMME OF
MAJOR DRAINAGE PROJECTS, THE SECRETARY FOR WORKS, MR JAMES BLAKE,
SAID IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY).

MR BLAKE SAID THE PROGRAMME WOULD COMPRISE THE TRAINING OF MAIN
RIVERS AND THE CONSTRUCTION OF FLOODWATER PUMPING SCHEMES IN YUEN
LONG, KAM TIN, NGAU TAM MEI AND SAN TIN.

HE WAS REPLYING TO A QUESTION BY DR THE HON TANG SIU-TONG.

fTHESE PROJECTS ..evuus
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THESE PROJECTS, AT A COST OF $2,805 MILLION AND THE MAJORITY OF

WHICH TO BE COMPLETED BY 1998/9, ARE NOW AT VAR
LLCH TO i IOU
AND DESIGN, HE ADDED. e e i

THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE FIRST PROJECT, TRAINING OF
Al PSS J ; THE SHAN PU
RIVER, IS SCHEDULED TO START IN THE MIDDLE OF THIS YEAR. 3
IN VIEW OF THE TIME NEEDED TO COMPLETE SUCH
e sk e EW_ A SUBSTANTIAL
PROGRAMME OF FLOOD PREVENTION PROJECTS, THE GOVERNMENT IS TAKING A

P]:‘:.JkiFJFJfIIOL SHORT-TERM MEASURES TO DEAL WITH THE FLOODING PROBLEM IN THE
NiIBRIM.

THESE INCLUDED LOCAL DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENT, RIVER MAINT
T ST TST T " ¥ . EN
FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT AND A FLOOD WARNING SYSTEM. 2 s

WHILE THE SHORT-TERM MEASURES WILL NOT ALLEVIATE FLOO

A S DING ON A
REGIONAL SCALE, MR EASON SAID THEY WOULD HELP TO PREVENT FURTHER
DETERIORATION OF THE SITUATION AND TO IMPROVE THE CAPACITY OF SOME
LOCAL DRAINAGE SYSTEMS TO COPE WITH LESS SERIOUS FLOODS.

. THE FLOOD WARNING INSTALLATIONS SHOULD HELP TO R
LOSSES CAUSED BY FLOODING, HE ADDED. Ry
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CREDIT UNIT SYSTEM FOR TERTIARY INSTITUTIONS UNDER CONSIDERATION
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THE UNIVERSITY AND POLYTECHNIC GRANTS COMMITTEE (UPGC) PLANS TO
REVERT TO DETAILED CONSIDERATION OF A MORE COMPREHENSIVE SYSTEM OF
CREDIT ACCUMULATION AND INTER-INSTITUTIONAL CREDIT TRANSFER, IN THE
CONTEXT OF ITS REVIEW OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF HIGHER E DUCATION IN THE
1992-95 TRIENNIUM. i

EARLIER WHEN THE EDUCATION COMMISSION PUBLISHED ITS
RECOMMENDATIONS ON THE SUBJECT IN ITS REPORT NO., 3, THE COMMITTEE HAD
DECIDED THAT THE ADOPTION OF CREDIT UNIT SYSTEMS SHOULD BE LEFT
INITIALLY TO THE INSTITUTIONS' DISCRETION.

THIS WAS STATED BY THE SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER, MR
CHAN, IN A WRITTEN REPLY TO A QUESTION BY THE HON LAU CHIN-SHEK
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY).

MR CHAN SAID AT PRESENT ALL OF THE NINE DEGREE-AWARDING
INSTITUTIONS IN HONG KONG OPERATED THE CREDIT UNIT SYSTEMS TO VARYING

EXTENTS .

OF THE SEVEN UPGC-FUNDED INSTITUTIONS, THREE - THE HONG KONG
UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, THE HONG KONG BAPTIST COLLEGE
AND 'HE LINGNAN COLLEGE - OPERATE FULLY ON THE BAS IS OF CREDIT UNIT

SYSTEMS.

[HE CHINESE UNIVERSITY IS MOVING TO A CREDIT UNIT SYSTEM IN
[ INE WITH ITS MOVE TO THE NORMATIVE THREE-YEAR FIRST DEGREE STRUCTURE
WHILE [HE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG LS [NTRODUCING MORE FLEXIBLE
ARRANGEMENTS , SOME OF WHICH ARE ON A UNIT BASIS, FOR
INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES.

{THE CITY
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THE CITY POLYTECHNIC OF HONG KONG OPERATES A MODULAR SCHEME FOR
THE DESIGN OF ITS COURSE STRUCTURES, WHICH REPRESENTS AN INTERMEDIATE
POSITION SHORT OF A FULL CREDIT UNIT SYSTEM WHEREAS THE HONG KONG
POLYTECHNIC OPERATES A CREDIT UNIT SYSTEM ONLY FOR CERTAIN POST-
GRADUATE AND POST-EXPERIENCE COURSES.

MR CHAN SAID OF THE OTHER TWO DEGREE-AWARDING INSTITUTIONS, THE
ACADEMY FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS ADOPTS THE NORTH AMERICAN SYSTEM UNDER
WHICH A STUDENT RECEIVES SPECIF1C CREDITS FOR PREDET iRMINED HOURS OF
STUDY IN EACH SUBJECT OF HIS CURRICULUM AND THESE COUNT TOWARDS THE

AWARD OF A DEGREE.

THE CREDITS CAN BE TRANSFERRED TO OTHER ACCREDITED INSTITUTIONS
WORLDWIDE, THUS ALLOWING THE STUDENT TO SEEK ADVANCED EDUCATION
NTERNATIONALLY .

THE OPEN LEARNING INSTITUTE (OLI) WHICH HAS OPERATED A CREDIT
UNIT SYSTEM SINCE IT WAS ESTABLISHED IN 1989, ALLOWS STUDENTS MAXIMUM
FLEXIBILITY IN THE CHOICE OF THE NUMBER AND LEVEL OF COURSES TO STUDY
[N ANY ONE SEMESTER OR YEAR.

CREDIT TRANSFER SYSTEMS ARE IN PLACE TO ENABLE STUDENTS WHO
HAVE SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED EQUIVALENT COURSES [N RECOGNISED
[INSTITUTIONS TO COUNT THOSE COURSES TOWARDS THEIR OLI DEGREE.

SPECIAL INSTITUTIONAL CREDIT TRANSFER AGREEMENTS ALSO EXIST
BETWEEN THE OLI AND THE OPEN UNIVERSITIES IN BRITAIN AND BRITISH

COLUMBIA.
SRR T iy S

HK OFFICIAL TO ATTEND HUMAN RIGHTS CONFERENCE
I R G

THE BRITISH DELEGATION TO THE WORLD CONFERENCE ON HUMAN RIGHTS

HELD [N VIENNA IN JUNE THIS YEAR WILL [NCLUDE HONG KONG

! OFFICIAL, THE SECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS, MR
SAID TODAY (WEDNESDAY).

EXPLAINING THE POLICY REGARDING HONG KONG GOVERNMENT'S
ATTENDANCE AT INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES, MR SZE SAID EACH CASE WOULD
BE CONSIDERED ON ITS OWN MERITS.

[N A\ WRITTEN REPLY TO A QUESTION BY THE HON CHRISTINE LOH IN
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, HE SAID: "HONG KONG GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS WILL
ATTEND WHERE THE SUBJECT MATTER OF THE CONFERENCE | B oF
'ONCERN TO HONG KONG AND WHERE IT IS APPROPRIATE TO Do

SAID.
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EMPLOYERS ENCOURAGED TO SET UP WORK-BASED CHILD CARE CENTRES
¥ ¥ %X ¥ X

I'T 1S GOVERNMENT POLICY TO ENCOURAGE EMPLOYERS TO SET UP WORK-
BASED CHILD CARE CENTRES FOR THEIR EMPLOYEES, THE SECRETARY FOR HEALTH
AND WELFARE, MRS ELIZABETH WONG, INFORMED THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
TODAY (WEDNESDAY).

THIS POLICY WAS SET OUT IN THE 1991 WHITE PAPER "SOCIAL WELFARE
INTO THE 1990S AND BEYOND".

"THE SOCIAL WELFARE DEPARTMENT WILL CONTINUE TO PROMOTE THE
CONCEPT AMONG EMPLOYERS IN HONG KONG AND TO PAVE THE WAY FOR COMMUNITY
ACCEPTANCE OF THIS RELATIVELY NEW CONCEPT," MRS WONG SAID IN A WRITTEN
REPLY TO A QUESTION BY DR THE HON LAM KUI-CHUN.

THE GOVERNMENT, AS AN EMPLOYER, HAS RECENTLY CONDUCTED A SURVEY
OF CIVIL SERVANTS WORKING IN CENTRAL AND WAN CHAI DISTRICTS TO COLLECT
THEIR VIEWS ON A PROPOSAL TO SET UP A WORK-BASED CHILD CARE CENTRE 1IN
EITHER CENTRAL OR WAN CHAI FOR THEIR CHILDREN.

AND THE RESPONSE TO THE SURVEY IS ENCOURAGING, MRS WONG SAID.

Ltk e B B

APPOINTMENT PROCEDURES ON COURT OF APPEAL JUDGES EXPLAINED
¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ X

ONLY CANDIDATES WHO MEET THE STATUTORY QUALIFICATIONS
STIPULATED IN THE SUPREME COURT ORDINANCE WILL, BE CONSIDERED FOR
APPOINTMENT TO THE COURT OF APPEAL IN HONG KONG.

!
THIS WAS STATED BY THE CHIEF SECRETARY, THE HON SIR DAVID FORD,
IN A WRITTEN REPLY TO A QUESTION BY THE HON EMILY LAU WAI-HING IN THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY).

THE THREE SOURCES OF CANDIDATES ARE: JUDGES AT HIGH COURT
LEVEL, LOCAL LAWYERS OUTSIDE THE JUDICIARY AND LAWYERS RECRUITED FROM
THE UNITED KINGDOM.

S1R DAVID SAID WHEN A VACANCY WAS EXPECTED, SOUNDINGS WOULD BE
TAKEN IN HONG KONG THROUGH THE CHIEF JUSTICE, MEMBERS OF THE JUDICIAL
SERVICE COMMISSION AND LEADERS OF THE PROFESSION TO IDENTIFY ANY
SUITABLE CANDIDATES.

SHOULD IT BE CONSIDERED NECESSARY TO SEEK CANDIDATES OUTSIDE
HONG KONG, ENQUIRIES WILL BE MADE THROUGH THE JUDICIAL SOURCES AND
SENTOR MEMBERS OF THE PROFESSION IN THE UNITED KINGDOM, HE ADDED.

ALL LIKELY CANDIDATES ARE CONSIDERED BY THE JUDICIAL SERVICE
COMMISSION WHICH WILL MAKE A RECOMMENDATION TO THE GOVERNOR.

[F THE GOVERNOR ACCEPTS THE RECOMMENDATION, HE WILL SUBMIT LT
o THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR APPROVAL.

(WHEN APPROVAL ..
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WHEN APPROVAL 1S RECEIVED FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE, THE
GOVERNOR WILL MAKE THE APPOINTMENT IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 6 OF THE
SUPREME COURT ORDINANCE, SIR DAVID SAlD.

REGARDING THE THREE VACANCIES IN THE COURT OF APPEAL ARISING
FROM RETIREMENTS THIS YEAR, SIR DAVID SAID MR JUSTICE BOKHARY HAD BEEN
APPOINTED TO FILL ONE OF THESE VACANCIES AND THE JUDICIAL SERVICE
COMMISSION WAS CONSIDERING THE PROSPECT OF FILLING THE OTHER TWO
POSTS.

P, Pl IR LY

STUDIES UNDERWAY FOR LANDFILL RESTORATION PROGRAMME
E F X X X%

THE GOVERNMENT HAS FORMULATED A PHASED LANDFILL RESTORATION
PROGRAMME, WITHIN WHICH STUDIES ARE BEING UNDERTAKEN ON THE EXTENT OF
POLLUTION PROBLEMS AND CONTROL AND REMEDIAL MEASURES REQUIRED.

THE PROGRAMME IS NEEDED AS UNLIKE THE NEW STRATEGIC LANDFILLS
UNDER PLANNING, CLOSED AND CURRENTLY OPERATING LANDFILLS WERE NOT
DESIGNED TO MINIMISE THEIR ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT, PARTICULARLY IN

RESPECT OF EMISSIONS OF LANDFILL GAS AND LEACHATE.

THIS WAS STATED BY THE SECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND
LANDS, MR TONY EASON, IN A WRITTEN REPLY TO A QUESTION BY THE HON
GILBERT LEUNG KAM-HO IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY).

MR EASON SAID THE STUDY FOR THE SIX LANDFILLS IN THE URBAN
AREA - NGAU CHI WAN, JORDAN VALLEY, MA YAU TONG (WEST AND CENTRAL),
SA1 TSO WAN AND GIN DRINKERS BAY - WAS COMPLETED.

THE POLLUTION CONTROL. AND RESTORATION WORKS WHICH ARE REQUIRED
HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED AND ARE EXPECTED TO COST ABOUT $250 MILLION.

SITMILAR STUDIES ARE NOW BEING CARRIED OUT IN RESPECT OF
LANDFILLS IN THE NORTHWEST NEW TERRITORIES AND THE NECESSARY WORKS ARE
EXPECTED TO COST ABOUT $310 MILLION, HE SAID,

HE SAID THE USES TO WHICH COMPLETED AND RESTORED LANDFILLS
MIGHT BE PUT DEPENDED ON THEIR LOCATION, TOPOGRAPHY AND SURROUNDING
LAND USES.

MOST FORMS OF BUILDING DEVELOPMENT ARE RULED OUT, AT LEAST
UNTIL THE LANDFILL HAS FULLY STABILISED.

A MORE TYPICAL USE COULD BE PUBLIC OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION
BUT EACH CASE WILL NEED DETAILED STUDY, HE SAID.

o L el
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WIDE-RANGING CONCESSIONARY SCHEMES FOR ELDERLY
¥ X ¥ ¥ X%

THE SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE, MRS ELIZABETH WONG,
INFORMED THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY) THAT VARIOUS
CONCESSIONARY FARES AND CHARGES WERE OFFERED BY THE GOVERNMENT, PUBLIC
CORPORATIONS AND PUBLIC UTILITY COMPANIES FOR ELDERLY PERSONS.

IN A WRITTEN REPLY TO A QUESTION BY THE HON HOWARD YOUNG, MRS
WONG SAID AT PRESENT, THE STAR FERRY PROVIDED FREE TRAVEL TO ALL
PASSENGERS AGED 65 OR ABOVE WHILE THE HONGKONG AND YAUMATI FERRY
OFFERED AN OFF-PEAK HALF-FARE CONCESSIONARY SCHEME FOR PASSENGERS OF
THE SAME AGE GROUP.

THE MASS TRANSIT RAILWAY CORPORATION AND THE KOWLOON-CANTON
RAILWAY CORPORATION ALSO OFFER CONCESSIONARY FARES FOR PERSONS AGED 65
OR ABOVE.

MRS WONG NOTED THAT THE FOLLOWING NEW CONCESSIONARY SCHEMES
WERE IN HAND AS A RESULT OF THE ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE FINANCIAL
SECRETARY IN HIS BUDGET SPEECH TO WAIVE THE ANNUAL LICENCE FEES AND
RENTALS OF PUBLIC TRANSPORT OPERATORS IN ORDER TO ENCOURAGE THEM TO
INTRODUCE CONCESSIONARY FARES FOR THE ELDERLY OR TO IMPROVE THEIR
EXISTING SCHEMES:

¥ KOWLOON MOTOR BUS TO INTRODUCE A NEW SCHEME BY APRIL OR MAY
THIS YEAR:

CITYBUS TO INTRODUCE A NEW SCHEME FOR THE ELDERLY WHEN IT
TAKES OVER 26 BUS ROUTES FROM CHINA MOTOR BUS IN SEPTEMBER
THIS YEAR;

CHINA MOTOR BUS TO INTRODUCE A LIMITED f-'(iNf'F.SHH)NAHY SCHEME ;
AND

NEW LANTAO BUS AND HONGKONG AND YAUMATI FERRY WILL ALSO
UPGRADE THEIR CONCESSIONARY SCHEMES,

AS REGARDS THE REGIONAL COUNCIL, A 50 PER CENT DISCOUNT I3
OFFERED TO PERSONS AGED 60 OR ABOVE FOR USE OF VARIOUS FACILITIES,
INCLUDING TICKETS FOR CULTURAL PRESENTATIONS: PROGRAMME FEES FOR
SPORTS AND RECREATION ACTIVITIES; AND CHARGES FOR HOLIDAY CAMPS,
SWIMMING POOLS, SQUASH COURTS, TENNIS COURTS, GRASS PITCHES AND
ARTIFICIAL GRASS PITCHES.

THEY ARE ALSO FREE TO USE THE CLOAK ROOM SERVICES AT CIVIC
CENTRES OR LIBRARIES.

FOR THE URBAN COUNCIL, PERSONS AGED 60 OR ABOVE ARE GIVEN A 50
PER CENT DISCOUNT FOR ADMISSION TO MUSEUMS, CULTURAL AND ENTERTAINMENT
FPROGRAMMES , SPORTS AND RECREATION PROGRAMMES , FLOWER SHOW AND
HORTICULTURAL: CLASSES, AS WELL AS USE OF SPORTS FACILITIES DURING NON-
PEAK HOURS.

IN ADDITION, A 35 PER CENT DISCOUNT IS OFFERED TO THOSE OVER 60
FOR ADMISSION TO SHOWS AT THE SPACE MUSEUM AND 40 PER CENT TO THE
SCIENCE MUSEUM.

ADMISSION TO THE OCEAN PARK IS FREE FOR PERSONS AGED 60 OR
ABOVE SINCE MAY 1991.
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TRAFF1C FLOW ON TOLO HIGHWAY WITHIN DESIGN CAPACITY
¥ X X % % X

THE PRESENT DAILY TRAFFIC FLOW ON TOLO HIGHWAY IS WITHIN THE
ROAD’S DESIGN CAPACITY OF 120,000 VEHICLES PER DAY DESPITE INCREASED
TRAFFIC OVER THE LAST THREE YEARS.

THIS WAS STATED BY THE SECRETARY FOR TRANSPORT, MR MICHAEL
LEUNG, IN A WRITTEN REPLY TO A QUESTION BY REV THE HON FUNG CHI-WOOD
IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY).

THE DAILY TRAFFIC FLOW INCREASED FROM 66,950 VEHICLES PER DAY
IN 1990 TO 83,510 IN 1891 AND 98,230 IN 1992,

MR LEUNG SAID A RECENT ROAD CONDITION SURVEY REVEALED THAT THE
TOLO HIGHWAY WAS STRUCTURALLY SOUND BUT RESURFACING WAS REQUIRED EVERY
FOUR TO FIVE YEARS DUE TO NORMAL WEAR AND TEAR.

SUCH ROAD RESURFACING WORKS ARE ONLY CARRIED oOUT AT NIGHT
BETWEEN 10 PM AND 6 AM TO MINIMISE TRAFFIC DISRUPTION. OTHER MINOR
WORKS SUCH AS REPAINTING ROAD MARKINGS ARE UNDERTAKEN DURING OFF-PEAK
HOURS BETWEEN 10 AM AND 4 PM,

MR LEUNG SAID THE USE OF MORE DURABLE ROAD SURFACE MATERIAL HAD
BEEN CONSIDERED TO MINIMISE THE NEED FOR REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE WORK
FOR THE HIGHWAY.

"HOWEVER, RIGID REINFORCED CONCRETE, WHICH HAS A LONGER DESIGN

LIFE, [S CONSIDERED UNSUITABLE FOR TOLO HIGHWAY AS IT WILL CAUSE
PROBLEMS OF NOISE, SKID RESISTANCE AND RIDING QUALITY, GIVEN THE HIGH
TRAFFIC SPEEDS PERMITTED ON THIS EXPRESSWAY," HE SAID,.

AR T s R

NO SLOPES UNDER HA ARE DANGEROUS
¥ X X ¥ X

NO SLOPES UNDER THE MANAGEMENT AND CONTROL OF THE HOUSING
AUTHORITY ARE CLASSIFIED AS DANGEROUS AS SUCH, THE SECRETARY FOR
PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS, MR TONY EASON, INFORMED THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY) .

IN A WRITTEN REPLY TO A QUESTION BY DR THE HON SAMUEL WONG
PING-WAI, MR EASON SAID: "THERE ARE, HOWEVER, 1,200 REGISTERED SLOPES
WHICH ARE SUBJECT TO REGULAR INSPECTION AND MAINTENANCE."

TWENTY OF THESE SLOPES HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED OVER THE PAST 12
MONTHS AS REQUIRING IMMEDIATE REPAIR AND UPGRADING.

WORK ON 16 HAS ALREADY BEEN COMPLETED; WHILE THAT ON THE
REMAINING FOUR 1S EXPECTED TO BE COMPLETED BEFORE THE COMING WET
SEASON.

IN ADDITION, UNDER THE LANDSLIP PREVENTIVE MEASURES PROGRAMME
OF THE GOVERNMENT GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEERING OFFICE, NINE SLOPES WITHIN
THE HOUSING AUTHORITY'S ESTATE BOUNDARIES ARE EARMARKED FOR UPGRADING
WORK, HE SAID.

/WORK ON ..0vsse
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WORK ON TWO HAS BEEN INCLUDED IN CURRENT CONTRACTS; WHILE THAT
ON THE REMAINING SEVEN IS PROGRAMMED TO START SOON.

THE SECRETARY REASSURED THE COUNCIL THAT THE HOUSING
DEPARTMENT WAS ADEQUATELY STAFFED TO CARRY OUT THIS WORK.

HE SAID: "ALL REGISTERED SLOPES ARE SUBJECT TO REGULAR ANNUAL
INSPECTION BY THE AUTHORITY'S GEOTECHNICAL ADVISORY SERVICE TERM
CONSULTANTS."

Gt U [ e i

INVESTMENT PROMOTION AND PROTECTION AGREEMENTS - AN UPDATE
* ¥ ¥ %X % x

THE SECRETARY FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY, MRE T H CHAU, SAID AN
INVESTMENT PROMOTION AND PROTECTION AGREEMENT (IPPA) WITH CANADA HAD
BEEN INITIALLED AND APPROVED BY THE CHINESE SIDE AND WAS AWAITING
SIGNATURE.

HONG KONG HAS SIGNED AN IPPA WITH THE NETHERLANDS, A FURTHER
SEVEN HAVE BEEN INITIALLED WITH AUSTRALIA, SWEDEN , SWITZERLAND,
DENMARK, GERMANY, ITALY AND FRANCE,

"NEGOTIATIONS WITH OTHER IMPORTANT INVESTMENT PARTNERS,
INCLUDING USA, NEW ZEALAND AND SINGAPORE, ARE UNDER WAY OR PLANNED,"
MR CHAU SAID.

THE PROGRESS OF THE NEGOTIATION PROGRAMME WAS MADE KNOWN TODAY
(WEDNESDAY) TO THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL IN A WRITTEN REPLY TO A
QUESTION BY THE HON TAM YIU-CHUNG.

WITH THE AUTHORISATION OF THE UK GOVERNMENT AND WITH THE
AGREEMENT OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA, THE
HONG KONG GOVERNMENT IS NEGOTIATING A NETWORK OF ITIPPAS WITH COUNTRIES
WHOSE INVESTORS HAVE INVESTED SUBSTANTTALLY IN HONG KONG.

"AFTER AN IPPA HAS BEEN NEGOTIATED AND INITIALLED BUT BEFORE IT
IS SIGNED, THE TEXT I8 SHOWN TO THE CHINESE SIDE IN THE JOINT LIATSON
GROUP TO ENSURE THAT THEY ARE CONTENT.

"THIS WILL ENABLE THESE AGREEMENTS TO CONTINUE IN FORCE AFTER
1997 WHICH IS OBVIOUSLY AN IMPORTANT FEATURE OF THEM," HE SAID.

SE W POyl (e
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HOUSING SOCIETY BUILDINGS GOVERNED BY DMC
g i S i

THE MANAGEMENT OF HOUSING SOCIETY BUILDINGS IS GOVERNED BY THE
DEED OF MUTUAL COVENANT (DMC), THE SECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT
AND LANDS, MR TONY EASON, SAID AT THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL MEETING
TODAY (WEDNESDAY).

IN A WRITTEN REPLY TO A QUESTION ASKED BY DR THE HON HUANG
CHEN-YA, MR EASON SAID OWNERS CAN ENFORCE THEIR RIGHTS LAID DOWN IN
THE DMC.

"IN ADDITION, FOR A DEVELOPMENT ON LAND RESUMED BY THE
GOVERNMENT FOR THE HOUSING SOCIETY, THE DMC HAS TO BE APPROVED BY THE
DIRECTOR OF BUILDINGS AND LANDS," HE SAID.

OWNERS OF HOUSING SOCIETY FLATS MAY ALSO FORM A MUTUAL AID
COMMITTEE OR OWNERS COMMITTEE.

MR EASON SAID MATTERS OF MANAGEMENT, INCLUDING THE QUALITY OF
MANAGEMENT SERVICE AND THE SCALE OF MANAGEMENT FEES, WERE DECIDED IN
CONSULTATION WITH THE OWNERS.

- o R L el B

PROVISION OF ACCOMMODATION FOR STREET SLEEPERS
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STREET SLEEPERS MAY BE OFFERED PUBLIC HOUSING ON COMPASSIONATE
GROUNDS IF RECOMMENDED BY THE SOCIAL WELFARE DEPARTMENT, THE SECRETARY
FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE, MRS ELIZABETH WONG, SAID.

THOSE WHO REQUIRE INSTITUTITIONAL CARE CAN ALSO BE PLACED 1IN A
RESIDENTIAL CARE HOME, SUCH AS A HOME FOR THE AGED, A CARE-AND-
ATTENTION HOME, OR A PRIVATE HOME FOR THE ELDERLY, MRS WONG SAID.

"FOR THOSE WHO ARE RELUCTANT TO MOVE INTO A PUBLIC HOUSING
ESTATE OR TO LIVE IN AN INSTITUTION, TEMPORARY ACCOMMODATION 1IN A
SHELTER OR HOSTEL IS AVAILABLE," MRS WONG SAID IN A WRITTEN REPLY TO A
QUESTION BY THE HON CHIM PUI-CHUNG IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY
(WEDNESDAY) .

"THESE SHELTERS AND HOSTELS ARE LOCATED MAINLY IN THE OLD URBAN
AREAS AND ARE OPERATED EITHER BY THE SOCIAL WELFARE DEPARTMENT OR NON-
GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS."

ON QUESTIONS WHETHER ALTERATIONS WOULD BE MADE TO SUITABLE
VIETNAMESE BOAT PEOPLE CENTRES TO ACCOMMODATE STREET SLEEPERS, MRS
WONG SAID THESE CENTRES WERE LOCATED IN REMOTE AREAS AND IT WAS MOST
UNLIKELY THAT THEY WOULD BE ACCEPTABLE AS ACCOMMODATION TO STREET
SLEEPERS .

AT PRESENT, THE SOCIAL WELFARE DEPARTMENT AND NON-GOVERNMENTAL
ORGANISATIONS OPERATE 11 TEMPORARY SHELTERS AND HOSTELS WHICH TOGETHER
PROVIDE 482 FLACES FOR STREET SLEEPERS.
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ANOTHER SEVEN URBAN HOSTELS HAVE ALSO BEEN PLANNED BY ]
DEPARTMENT TO PROVIDE AN ADDITIONAL 238 PLACES. i

AS AT JANUARY THIS YEAR, THE NUMBER OF STREET SLEEPERS IN H
; ) ) b BT SLEE ONG
KONG RECORDED BY THE SOCIAL WELFARE DEPARTMENT STOOD AT 1,051. K
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INFORMATION IN FLAT SALES BROCHURES
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THE GOVERNMENT'S AIM IS TO ENCOURAGE REAL ESTATE DEVELOPERS TO
PROVIDE SUFFICIENT AND ACCURATE INFORMATION IN THEIR SALES MATERTAL AS
FAR AS POSSIBLE.

THIS WAS STATED BY THE SECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND
LANDS, MR TONY EASON, IN A WRITTEN REPLY TO A QUESTION BY THE HON
HENRY TANG IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY).

MR EASON SAID A SUB-COMMITTEE OF THE LAW REFORM COMMISSION WAS
CURRENTLY STUDYING THE SUBJECT OF DISCLOSURE OF INFORMATION IN SALES
MATERIAL ON UNCOMPLETED FLATS.

THIS [S TO ENSURE THAT SUFFICIENT INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE TO
THE PROSPECTIVE PURCHASER IN A PRACTICAIL AND PRAGMATIC FASHION.

MR EASON SAID THE SUB-COMMITTEE EXPECTED TO FINALISE ITS
RECOMMENDATIONS IN THE NEXT FEW MONTHS AND THE GOVERNMENT WOULD STUDY
THEM CAREFULLY .

=il e

HELP TO ELDERLY AFFECTED BY CLOSURE OF PRIVATE HOMES
¥ X x 3 %

NO ELDERLY PERSON WAS RENDERED HOMELESS BY CLOSURES OF PRIVATE
HOMES FOR THE ELDERLY AS ALTERNATIVE ACCOMMODATION WAS ARRANGED FOR
ALI, THE RESIDENTS AFFECTED, THE SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE, MRS
ELIZABETH WONG, ASSURED THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY).

IN THE PAST TWO YEARS, 29 PRIVATE HOMES CEASED OPERATION AND
397 RESIDENTS WERE AFFECTED, MRS WONG SAID IN A WRITTEN REPLY TO A
QUESTION BY DR THE HON LAM KUI-CHUN,

"WHERE ASSISTANCE IS REQUIRED, THE SOCIAL WELFARE DEPARTMENT
WOULD ARRANGE ALTERNATIVE PLACEMENT FOR ELDERLY PEOPLE AFFECTED BY
SUCH CLOSURES.

"IMMEDIATE PLACEMENT WOULD BE ARRANGED FOR THEM EITHER 1IN
PRIVATE HOMES, EMERGENCY UNITS OF SUBVENTED HOMES, OR THE TEMPORARY
ACCOMMODATION UNIT OF THE ABERDEEN REHABILITATION CENTRE RUN BY THE
SOCIAL WELFARE DEPARTMENT," SHE SATD.

AS AT MARCH 1 THIS YEAR, THERE WERE ABOUT 11,800 PEOPLE LIVING
IN PRIVATE HOMES FOR THE ELDERLY.
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IMPORTED WORKERS MUST ABIDE BY EMPLOYMENT CONTRACTS
¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ x

IMPORTED WORKERS WHO TAKE UP JOBS OTHER THAN THOSE STIPULATED
IN THEIR EMPLOYMENT CONTRACTS WILL HAVE BREACHED THEIR CONDITIONS OF
STAY AND ARE GUILTY OF AN OFFENCE, THE SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND
MANPOWER, MR JOHN CHAN, TOLD THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY)

ON CONVICTION, AN OFFENDER IS LIABLE TO A FINE OF $5,000 AND TO
IMPRISONMENT FOR TWO YEARS.

HE IS ALSO LIABLE TO BE REMOVED FROM HONG KONG, MR CHAN SAID IN
A WRITTEN REPLY TO A QUESTION BY THE HON HOWARD YOUNG.

WORKERS RECRUITED FROM OUTSIDE HONG KONG ARE ONLY PERMITTED TO
WORK FOR SPECIFIED EMPLOYERS AND IN SPECIFIED JOBS.

"TO0 ENFORCE THIS RULE, OFFICERS OF THE IMMIGRATION DEPARTMENT

CONDUCT SPOT CHECKS REGULARLY AS WELL AS INVESTIGATE COMPLAINTS WHEN
RECEIVED," MR CHAN SAID.
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ADMINISTRATIVE APPEALS BOARD BILL INTRODUCED
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A BILL THAT SEEKS TO ESTABLISH AN INDEPENDENT ADMINISTRATIVE
APPEALS BOARD TO HEAR STATUTORY APPEALS AGAINST CERTAIN
ADMINISTRATIVE DECISIONS IS INTRODUCED INTO THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

TODAY (WEDNESDAY).

THE BILL PROVIDES FOR A MORE OPEN STATUTORY APPEAL SYSTEM IN
[,LINE WITH ARTICLE 10 OF THE BILL OF RIGHTS ORDINANCE.

MOVING THE SECOND READING OF THE \DMINISTRATIVE APPEALS BOARD
BILL, THE CHIEF SECRETARY, THE HON SIR DAVID FORD, SAID THE BOARD
WOULD BE ABLE TO EXERCISE ALL THE POWERS AND DISCRETIONS CONFERRED ON
THE ORIGINAL DECISION-MAKER, AND MAY AFFIRM, VARY OR SET ASIDE THE
ORIGINAL DECISTION.

THE ADMINISTRATIVE APPEALS BOARD IS DESIGNED TO HANDLE A WIDE
RANGE OF APPEALS.

"INITIALLY, HOWEVER, IT WILL ONLY DEAL WITH 28 TYPES OF
RELATIVELY SIMPLE APPEALS INCLUDING MISCELLANEOUS LICENSING AND
REGISTRATION APPEALS."

THIS IS TO GIVE THE BOARD TIME TO ESTABI ISH ITSELF AND TO
BUILD UP EXPERTISE, HE EXPLAINED.

"STATUTORY APPEALS WHICH MAY HAVE IMPORTANT POLICY AND
POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS WILL CONTINUE TO BE DEALT WITH BY THE
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL," SIR DAVID SAID.

THE BILL WILL ENABLE THE BOARD TO CONDUCT HEARINGS IN PUBLIC,
ALLOWS THE APPELLANT THE RIGHT TO ATTEND AND BE REPRESENTED AT BOARD
HEARINGS, AND REQUIRE THE BOARD TO STATE IN WRITING THE REASONS FOR
THEIR DECISIONS.
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"THIS WILL NOT ONLY IMPROVE THE TRANSPARENCY OF THE
DETERMINATION OF APPEALS, BUT WILL ALSO ENHANCE THE QUALITY OF THE
ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE," STR DAVID SAID.

THE BOARD WOULD COMPRISE PEOPLE WITH LEGAI. EXPERTISE AND A WIDE
SPECTRUM OF EXPERIENCE TO ENABLE IT TO FUNCTION EFFECTIVELY.

THE CHAIRMAN, DEPUTY CHAIRMEN, PANEL MEMBERS AND THE SECRETARY
WOULD BE APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNOR.

THE CHAITRMAN AND DEPUTY CHALRMEN WILL BE LEGALLY QUALIFIED
PERSONS ELIGIBLE FOR APPOINTMENT AS A DISTRICT COURT JUDGE.

THE PANEL OF MEMBERS WI1LI, BE APPOINTED FROM PEOPLE WITH
DIFFERENT EXPERIENCE AND EXPERTISE TO PROVIDE THE BOARD WITH THE
CAPABILITY TO DEAL WITH DIFFERENT TYPES OF ADMINISTRATIVE APPEALS.

DEBATE ON THE BILL, WAS ADJOURNED.

BROADCASTING BILL PLANNED FOR 1993/94
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THE GOVERNMENT INTENDS TO INTRODUCE A BROADCASTING BILL IN THE
1993/94 LEGISLATIVE SESSION TO BRING TOGETHER, IN A SINGLE PIECE OF
LEGISLATION, PROVISITONS AFFECTING THE WHOLE RANGE OF SOLND AND
TELEVISION BROADCASTING.

[N DRAWING UP THE BlILL, THE GOVERNMENT WILI EXAMINE  THE
APPROPRIATENESS OF PENALTIES WHICH THE BROADCASUING AUTHORITY (BA)
SHOULD BE ABLE TO IMPOSE.

THE GOVERNMENT WILL ALSC EXAMINE IN THE CONTEXT OF THE BILL
WHETHER APPEALS AGAIMNST DECISIONS OF THE BA SHOULD BE DEVOLVED FROM
THE GOVERNOR IN COUNCIL AND HEARD BY AN INDEPENDENT BODY .

THIS WAS STATED TODAY (WEDNESDAY } BY THE SECRETARY FOR
RECREATION AND CULTURE, MR JAMES S0, DURING THE RESUMED DEBATE ON THE
TELEVISION (AMENDMENT) BILL 1993 (TAB) IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

MR SO NOTED THAT SOME MEMBERS OF THE BILLS COMMITTEE ON THE
TAB, WHILE AGREEING THE BA'S ABILITY TO IMPOSE FINANCIAL PENALTIES ON
LICENSEES IS A SIMPLE AND SPEEDY SANCTION AGAINST TRANSGRESSION, WERE
OF THE VIEW THAT, AS A MATTER OF PRINCIPLE, SUCH POWER SHOULD MORE
APPROPRIATELY BE VESTED WITH THE COURTS.

" AM OF THE VIEW THAT THE WHOLE QUESTION OF THE
APPROPRIATENESS OF ANY OF THE PENALTIES WHICH MAY BE IMPOSED BY A
REGULATORY BODY SUCH AS THE BA SHOULD BEST BE EXAMINED BY THE
ADMINISTRATION IN A WIDER CONTEXT, AND NOT BE DEALT WITH IN [SOLATION
IN RELATION TO TELEVISION BROADCASTING ALONE IN THIS BILL," HE SAID.

"IN THE INTEREST OF FAIRNESS AND UNIFORMITY OF TREATMENT, ANY
CHANGES TO THE PENALTY SYSTEM WOULD NEED TO  BE INTRODUCED
STMULTANEOUSLY AND BE APPLIED TO THE INDUSTRY ACROSS THE BOARD," HE
ADDED.
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MR SO ALSO SAID THE EXCELLENT PROGRESS MADE IN PROCESSING THE
TAB HAS DISPENSED WITH THE NEED FOR THE GOVERNMENT TO ISSUE A
TRANSITIONAL LICENCE FOR SUBSCRIPTION TELEVISION,

HE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO EXPUNGE FROM THE BILL ALL REFERENCE
TO THE "TRANSITIONAL" LICENCE.

MR SO ALSO SPELT OUT THE PARAMETERS WITHIN WHICH THE GOVERNOR
IN COUNCIL MAY INVOKE THE POWER TO AMEND ANY OF THE CONDITIONS IN THE
LICENCES HE GRANTS.

e 1 [S POSSIBLE TO ENVISAGE SOME GENERAL AREAS MENTIONED 1IN
LICENCE CONDITIONS WHICH MIGHT BE SUBJECT NEITHER TO REGULATIONS MADE
UNDER THE ORDINANCE, NOR TO CODES OF PRACTICE ISSUED BY THE BA," HE
SAID.

"EXAMPLES OF SUCH AREAS IN RELATION TO SUBSCRIPTION TELEVISION
WOULD INCLUDE QUALITY CONTROL AND PROGRAMME LINE-UPS, ROLL-OUT AND
TRANSMISSION PROVISIONS, MINIMUM BROADCASTING HOURS, CUSTOMER SERVICE
AND THE LICENSEE'S PROCEDURES FOR DEALING WITH COMPLAINTS ETC," HE
SAID.

"ANOTHER AREA [N WHICH WE WOULD BE VIGILANT [S TO COUNTER
TRANSACTIONS ON THE PART OF THE LICENSEE TO AVOID OR CIRCUMVENT THE
SPIRIT OR INTENTION OF THE LICENCE," HE ADDED.

"THESE WOULD BE SOME AREAS WHERE, IF THE NEED WERE TO ARISE,
THE -ONLY MEANS TO ACHIEVE A RESULT THAT WoULD BE JUSTIFIABLE IN THE
PUBLIC INTEREST WOULD BE BY AMENDING CONDITIONS IN THE LICENCE," MR SO
SAID,

IN THE EVENT AMENDMENTS ARE TO BE MADE TO ANY OF THE LICENCE
CONDITIONS, THE LICENSEE WOULD BE ENTITLED TO BE CONSULTED, TO MAKE
REPRESENTATION TO THE GOVERNOR IN COUNCIL, AND TO HAVE THE LAST SAY TO
THE GOVERNOR IN COUNCIL ON RECOMMENDATIONS PUT TO THE COUNCIL,

MR S0 ALSO PROPOSED AN AMENDMENT TO THE TAB SO THAT THE SAME
SET OF CROSS-MEDIA OWNERSHIP RULES WI1LI. APPLY TO ALl BROADCASTERS
LICENSED UNDER THE TELEVISTON ORDINANCE.

THIS WILL RESULT IN ALL EXISTING AND PROSPECTIVE LICENSEES NOT
BEING ALLOWED TO ACQUIRE MORE THAN 15 PER CENT OF THE SHARE CAPITAL OF
ANY OTHER LICENSEE.

"THIS IS TO PREVENT ANY ONE BROADCASTING LICENSEF FROM
DOMINATING THE BROADCASTING INDUSTRY," MR SO ADDED.

ANOTHER AMENDMENT TO THE TAB EMBODIED A FRAMEWORK DEVISED TO
PREVENT DAMAGE TO PUBLIC HEALTH AND MORALS CAUSED BY UNDESIRABLE
TELEVISION PROGRAMMES ON THE ONE HAND AND TO PROTECT THE FREEDOM OF
EXPRESSION ON THE OTHER.

THE FRAMEWORK OUTLINES THE NATURE OF PROGRAMMES THE LICENSEE 18
REQUIRED NOT TO BROADCAST, EMPOWERS THE ‘A TO IMPOSE SANCTION IN CASE
OF CONTRAVENTION, AND PROVIDES FOR THE CHIEF SECRETARY TO APPLY TO THE
HIGH COURT TO PREVENT THE BROADCAST OF ANY PROGRAMME LIKELY TO CAUSE
DAMAGE.

/MR S0
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MR SO ALSO PROPOSED AN AMENDMENT TO MAKE PROCEEDINGS OF THE BA

TO CONSIDER REVOCATION OF A LICENCE MORE TRANSPARENT.

THIS WILL MAKE IT MANDATORY FOR THE BA TO CONDUCT AN INQUIRY

WHEN CONSIDERING REVOCATION.

"EXCEPT WHERE THE GROUNDS ARE FINANCIAL INSOLVENCY OR A FAILURE
TO PAY ROYALTIES ETC ON THE PART OF THE LICENSEE, THE BA SHALL BE
REQUIRED TO CONDUCT A PUBLIC HEARING AS PART OF SUCH AN INQUIRY, AND
SHALL PUBLISH A REPORT ON THE PUBLIC HEARING," MR SO SAID.

gt S RS

APPROPRIATION BTILL 1993 PASSED IN LEGCO
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THE APPROPRIATION BILL 1993 WAS PASSED WITHOUT AMENDMENT IN THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY).

! ANOTHER TWO BILLS - HONG KONG INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY CENTRE
CORPORATION BILL AND TELEVISION (AMENDMENT) BILL 1993 - WERE BOTH
PASSED WITH AMENDMENTS.

I N ADDITION, THE ADMINISTRATIVE APPEALS BOARD BILL WAS
[INTRODUCED FOR FIRST AND SECOND READTNGS. DEBATE ON IT WAS ADJOURNED.






