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WIDE RANGE OF NEW BUILDING PROJECTS
X X % % %

A TOTAL OF 694 NEW BUILDING PLANS WERE APPROVED BY THE BUILDINGS
ORD INANCE OFF ICE OF THE BUILDING DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT LAST YEAR,
COMPARED WITH 836 IN 1981.

THE DECLARED COST OF NEW BUILDINGS COMPLETED DURING THE YEAR
WAS $10 123 MILLION, AS AGAINST $7 248 MILLION IN THE PREVIOUS YEAR.

THE USABLE FLOOR AREA OF NEw BUILDINGS COMPLETED WAS ABOUT
2,236 MILLION SQUARE METRES. IN 1981 IT WAS 2.066 MILLION SQUARE
METRES.

IN DECEMBER LAST YEAR, THE BUILDINGS ORDINANCE OFF ICE APPROVED
51 NEw BUILDING PLANS, COMPARED WITH 77 IN THE SAME MONTH IN 1981,

TWENTY-THREE OF THEM WERE FOR BUILDINGS ON HONG KONG |SLAND,
THREE FOR THOSE IN KOWLOON AND 25 FOR BUILDINGS IN THE NEW
TERRITOR IES.

THEY INCLUDED PLANS FOR A SCHOOL EXTENSION IN WONG MA KOK
ROAD, A MARKET IN SAl WAN HO, AN INDUSTRY TRAINING CENTRE AT THE
JUNCTION OF SIU YIP STREET AND TAIl YIP STREET IN KwWUN TONG, AN
ELECTRICITY SUBSTATION BETWEEN KWONG FUK ROAD AND PO YICK STREET
IN TAl PO AND A TELEPHONE EXCHANGE EXTENSION AT KAM SHEUNG ROAD
IN SHEK KONG.

THE USABLE FLOOR AREA OF NEW BUILDINGS COMPLETED LAST DECEMBER
TOTALLED 414 132.4 SQUARE METRES, COMPRISING 292 291.8 SQUARE
METRES OF NON-DOMESTIC AND 121 840.6 SQUARE METRES OF DOMESTIC
FLOOR AREA,

THE TOTAL DECLARED COST OF THESE BUILDINGS WAS $1 683.51
MILL ION, COMPARED WITH $1 011,79 MILLION IN DECEMBER 1931.

LAST DECEMBER, THE BUILDINGS ORDINANCE OFF ICE GAVE CONSENT
FOR WORK TO START ON 34 NEW PROJECTS, INCLUDING A SWIMMING
POOL COMPLEX IN REPULSE BAY, A CHAPEL IN CHING CHEUNG ROAD AND
A SCHOOL AT HONG LOK YUEN IN TAIl PO.

A TOTAL OF 65 NEWLY COMPLETED BUILDINGS WERE CERTIFIED FOR
OCCUPATION DURING THE MONTH, INCLUDING A FIRE AND AMBULANCE
STATION AT DISCOVERY BAY ON LANTAU ISLAND AND AN ELECTRICITY
SUBSTATION AT HA HANG IN TAI PO.

THE BUILDINGS ORDINANCE OFF ICE ALSO GAVE CONSENT TO THE
DEMOL ITION OF 39 BUILDINGS,




TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 15,
A

MORE METERED WATER SUPPLY IN NT
* % %

THE WATER SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT wiLL SOON IMPLEMENT TwO PROJECTS
AIMED AT EXTENDING METERED WATER SUPPLY TO MORE AREAS IN THE
NORTHWESTERN PART OF THE NEW TERRITORIES.

THIS WAS ANNOUNCED TODAY BY MR LAU JONG-MING, GOVERNMENT
WATER ENGINEER (SUPPLY AND DISTRIBUTION) OF THE DEPARTMENT.

HE SAID THAT VILLAGERS IN YUEN LONG, KAM TIN, PAT HEUNG
AND SHEK XKONG AREAS wOULD BE PROVIDED wITH INDIVIDUALLY METERED
SUPPLY IN STAGES OVER THE NEXT TWO YEARS.

+THE FIRST PROJECT INVOLVES THE LAYING OF ABOUT 17.5 KILOMETRES
OF MILD STEEL AND DUCTILE IRON FRESH WATER MAINS RANGING FROM
150 MILL IMETRES TO 600 MILLIMETRES IN DIAMETER IN KAM TIN ROAD,
KAM SHEUNG ROAD, LAM KAM ROAD AND FAN KAM ROAD,+ HE SAID.

TENDERS WILL SOON BE INVITED FOR THIS PROJECT AND WORK IS
cXPECTED TO TAKE 18 MONTHS TC COMPLETE, HE ADDED.

THE SECOND PROJECT WILL INVOLVE THE LAYING OF MORE THAN FIVE
KILOMETRES OF FRESH WATER MAINS RANGING FROM 80 MILL IMETRES TO
150 MILL IMETRES IN DIAMETER IN TIN SHUI whl, MONG TSENG WAl AND
NAM SHA PO IN THE NORTHWESTERN PARTS OF YUEN LONG.

+THE WATER SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT wlILL BE PROVIDING FULL METERED
SUPPLIES TO VILLAGES WITHIN THE EXISTING AND EXPANDED SUPPLY ZONES
AS THE MAIN-LAYING WORK PROGRESSES. THE VILLAGES WILL INCLUDE
THOSE CURRENTLY BEING SERVED BY STANDPIPES,+ MR LAU SAID.
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DISABLED PEOPLE RECEIVING UNIQUE VOCATIONAL TRAINING
* % ¥ %

VOCATIONAL TRAINING FOR THE DISABLED IN HONG KONG HAS CHANGED
CONSIDERABLY IN THE LAST FEW YEARS AND EMERGED UNIQUE IN SOUTHEAST
ASITA.

UNLIKE THE REST OF THE REGION WHERE TRAINING 1S PROVIDED MAINLY

BY SOCIAL WORKERS, IN HONG KONG IT IS CONDUCTED BY TRAINED PERSONNEL

EEOM COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY, WITH SOCIAL WORKERS PLAYING A SUPPORTIVE
LE,

FOUR YEARS AGO, VOCATIONAL TRAINING HERE WAS, AS IN MOST
COUNTRIES, +WELFARE-BIASED+, ACCORDING TO MR GEORGE RIBEIRO,
PR INC IPAL INSPECTOR OF THE TECHNICAL EDUCATION AND INDUSTRIAL
TRAINING DEPARTMENT (TEITD).

THE CHANGE CAME ABOUT IN 1979 WHEN THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
TOOK OVER THE RESPONSIBILITY FROM THE SOCIAL WELFARE DEPARTMENT FOR
ALL ASPECTS OF EDUCATION AND TRAINING FOR THE DISABLED, IN LINE
WwITH RECOMMENDATIONS MADE IN A REHABILITATION WHITE PAPER IN 1977.
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THEN, IN APRIL LAST YEAR, THE TEITD WAS SET UP TO TAKE CHARGE
OF VOCATIONAL TRAINING.

+THIS CENTRALISED ADMINISTRATION OF VOCATIONAL TRAINING FOR
HAND ICAPPED ALSO MAKES HONG KONG DISTINCT FROM OTHER COUNTRIES, +
HAN WING=TSUNG, ANOTHER INSPECTOR OF THE TEITD, SAID.

MR CHAN EXPLAINED THAT THE +JOE-ORIENTED+ APPROACH COULD MORE
REALISTICALLY SERVE THE PURPOSE OF VOCATIONAL TRAINING == TO EQUIP
THE TRAINEES WITH SKILLS TO OFFSET THEIR DISABILITIES SO THAT
THEY MAY TAKE UP MEANINGFUL EMPLOYMENT.

THE TRAINING THUS FOSTERS PRIDE OF CRAFT BY GIVING THE
HAND ICAPPED PEOPLE A SENSE OF INDEPENDENCE AND SELF-RESPECT.

ALSO, AS PROFESSIONAL OFF ICERS AND INSTRUCTORS HAVE CLOSE
CONNECTIONS WITH COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY, THEY ARE BETTER INFORMED
ON INDUSTRIAL AND BUSINESS DEVELOPMENTS THAN SOCIAL WORKERS.

THESE CONNECTIONS, MR CHAN ADDED, CAN IN TURN HELP IMPROVE
JOB PROSPECTS FOR THE TRAINEES.

RECAUSE OF HONG KONG’S LARGE MANUFACTURING SECTOR, EMPHASIS
IS PLACED ON INDUSTRY-RELATED TRAINING THOUGH COMMERCIAL COURSES
HAVE ALSO PROVED USEFUL.

A SOPHISTICATED TRAINING CONCEPT, KNOWN AS THE +MODULES

OF EMPLOYABLE SKILLS+ (MES), WAS DEVELOPED HERE LAST YEAR WITH
THE ASSISTANCE OF TWO INTERNATIONAL EXPERTS ON VOCATIONAL
REHABILITATION.

UNDER THE MES, HANDICAPPED TRAINEES ARE GUIDED THROUGH
SUCCESSIVE TRAINING COURSES, EACH MODIFIED TO SUIT HIS PARTICULAR
PHYSICAL LIMITATIONS, INTELLIGENCE AND PERSONALITY TRAITS.

ACCORDING TO THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANISATION, HONG
KONG |S THE FIRST-EVER TERRITORY TO APPLY THIS MODERN CONCEPT
OF VOCATIONAL TRAINING FOR THE DISABLED.

THE TEITD RECENTLY STARTED A SPECIALLY-DESIGNED VOCATIONAL
ASSESSMENT SERVICE FOR ALL HANDICAPPED PEOPLE OVER THE AGE OF 15.

THE VOCATIONAL STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES OF INDIVIDUAL DISABLED
PERSONS ARE ASSESSED TO PRODUCE ACCURATE PERSPECTIVE FOR THEIR
TRAINING AND EMPLOYMENT PLACEMENTS.

MR RIBEIRO POINTED OUT THAT SOME COUNTRIES IN THE REGION HAD
SHOWN INTEREST IN HONG KONG’S AFPPROACH.

THE PHILIPPINES LAST YEAR SENT THREE OFFICERS HERE TO SEE,
AMONG OTHER ASPECTS OF VOCATIONAL TRAINING FOR THE HANDICAPPED,
THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE MES CONCEPT AND THE ASSESSMENT SERVICE.
SINGAPORE HAS ALSO REQUESTED INFORMATION.
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\T PRESENT, THERE ARE ABOUT 600 HANDICAPPED PERSONS IN HONG
RECEIVING VOCATIONAL TRAINING AT SIX TRAINING CENTRES,
TWO OF THE CENTRES ARE RUN BY THE GOVERNMENT AND THE OTHER
FOUR ARE OPERATED BY GOVERNMENT SUBVENTED AGENCIES, MR RIBEIRO
SAID.

HE DISCLOSED THAT SITES HAVE BEEN ALLOCATED FOR TwO MORE
VOCATIONAL TRAINING CENTRES FOR THE HANDICAPPED TC BE BUILT IN
TUEN MUN AND SHUM WAN IN ABERDEEN. THE CENTRES, EXPECTED TO BE
OPENED IN 1985-86, WILL EACH HAVE A CAPACITY OF 300 PLACES AND
wiLL PROVIDE RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES.

BESIDES THOSE RECEIVING VOCATIONAL TRAINING, MORE THAN 13 00O
HAND ICAPPED PERSONS ARE ATTENDING NINE YEARS’ GENERAL EDUCATION
FREE OF CHARGE, MOST OF THEM IN SPECIAL SCHOOLS OR SPECIAL CLASSES.

AT A HIGHER LEVEL, 39 HANDICAPPED PERSCONS ARE CURRENTLY
RECEIVING TECHNICAL EDUCATION IN FIVE TECHNICAL INSTITUTES.

VOCATIONAL TRAINING FOR THE HANDICAPPED S ALSO BEING PROVIDED
AT THE HONG KONG POLYTECHNIC, THE TWC UNIVERSITIES AND OTHER
TERTIARY EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS FOR THOSE WHO CAN MEET THE
NECESSARY ENTRY REQUIREMENTS.

COURSES AVAILABLE TO THE HANDICAPPED AT VOCATIONAL AND
TECHNICAL INSTITUTES INCLUDE ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING, MECHANICAL
ENGINEERING, TEXTILES AND CLOTHING, COMMERCIAL STUDIES AND DESIGN.

COMMERCIAL STUDIES AND DESIGN ARE AMONG THE MORE POPULAR
SUBJECTS WITH THE HANDICAPPED, MR RIBEIRO SAID.

SEMINARS FOR TEACHERS OF ENGL ISH
¥ % % % ¥

THE ENGL ISH LANGUAGE TEACHING CENTRE OF THE EDUCATION
DEPARTMENT WILL ORGANISE A NUMBER OF SEMINARS ON THE USE OF THE
wWIRELESS LOOP INDUCTION SYSTEM FOR TEACHERS OF ENGLISH IN SECONDARY
AND PRIMARY SCHOOLS BETWEEN MARCH 25 AND MAY 20.

THE SEMINARS FOR PRIMARY SCHOOL TEACHERS WILL BE HELD AT THE
KOWLOON OFF ICE OF THE ENGL ISH LANGUAGE TEACHING CENTRE AT MA TAU
KOK GOVERNMENT OFF ICES, 2/F, 1 MA TAU KOK ROAD, WHILE THOSE FOR
SECONDARY SCHOOL TEACHERS WILL BE HELD IN THE KOWLOON OFFICE AND
THE HONG KONG OFFICE AT 9A BONHAM ROAD,

THERE WILL BE SHORT TALKS ON THE DIFFERENT TYPES OF LISTENING
MATER IALS AVAILABLE, DIFFERENT MODES OF UTILISING THE LOOP TO
PROMOTE PUPILS” LISTENING SKILLS, AND MAINTENANCE OF THE EQUIPMENT.

THERE WILL BE PLACES FOR 30 TEACHERS AT EACH SEMINAR FOR
SECONDARY SCHOOL TEACHERS AND 53 PLACES FOR PRIMARY SCHOOL TEACHERS.
APPLICATIONS WILL BE TREATED ON A FIRST-COME-F IRST=3ERVED BASIS.
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HEADS OF SECONDARY SCHOOLS ARE REQUESTED TO SUBMIT THE NAMES
OF THEIR TEACHERS WHO WISH TO ATTEND THE SEMINARS IN ORDER OF
PRIORITY TO THE SENIOR INSPECTOR, ENGL ISH LANGUAGE TEACHING CENTRE
ON OF BEFORE MARCH 10, WHILE PRIMARY SCHOOL HEADS SHOULD SEND IN
NOMINATIONS ON OR BEFORE MARCH 14,

MZANWHILE, THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHING CENTRE ALSO INVITES
SECONDARY SCHOOL HEADS TO NOMINATE THEIR TEACHERS OF ENGLISH TO
TTEND A TALK ON ’INDIVIDUALISATION IN TEACHING ENGLISH IN
SECONDARY SCHOOLS® ON MARCH 12 AT 9A BONHAM ROAD.

THE TALK, TO BE CONDUCTED BY MR RICHARD YOUNG OF THE BRITISH
COUNCIL IN HONG KONG, IS THE FIFTH OF SIMILAR TALKS ON THE TEACHING
OF ENGLISH AS A SECOND/FORE IGN LANGUAGE.

SCHOOL HEADS WHO WISH TO SEND THEIR TEACHERS TO ATTEND THE
TALK SHOULD SUBMIT THEIR NOMINATIONS TO THE SENIOR INSPECTOR,
ENGL ISH LANGUAGE TEACHING CENTRE AT 9A BONHAM ROAD ON OR BEFORE
MARCH 1,
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NEW P.0. BOX NUMBER FOR LICENCE APPLICATIONS
X % % %

FROM NEXT MONTH, ALL POSTAL APPLICATIONS FOR LICENCES ISSUED
BY THE TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO A NEW BOX
NUMBER - 69511, KWUN TONG POST OFFICE, A SPOKESMAN FOR THE
DEPARTMENT SAID TODAY (TUESDAY).

THE APPLICATIONS COVER RENEWAL OF DRIVING LICENCES AND VEHICLE
LICENCES, INTERNATIONAL DRIVING PERMITS, DUPLICATE REGISTRATION
DOCUMENTS AND DUPLICATE VEHICLE LICENCES, AND THE TRANSFER OF VEHICLE
OWNERSHIP.

APPL ICANTS HAVE ONLY TO SEND THE FORMS, PHOTOS AND CHEQUES
ALONG WITH OTHER REQUIRED DOCUMENTS. THE NEW LICENCES WILL BE
DEL IVERED TO THEM BY REGISTERED POST A WEEK LATER.

IN THE PAST SIX MONTHS, 3 121 PEOPLE HAD APPLIED FOR LICENCES
BY MAIL, THE SPOKESMAN SAID.

DRIVING TEST APPOINTMENTS SHOULD BE MADE WITH THE HONG KONG
LICENSING OFF ICE AT MURRAY ROAD, CENTRAL OR ITS KOWLOON SUB-OFF ICE
AT DUNDAS STREET, MONG KOK, THE SPOKESMAN SAID.

ENQUIRIES CAN B MADE BY CALLING 3-354950.






