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ELECTIONS AN IMPORTANT STEP FOR HONG KONG: GOVFRNOR
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TQPAY IS A VERY IMPORYANT STEP FOR HONG KONG IN THE WHOLE
PROCESS OF REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT, HAVING OUR FIRST DIRECT
ELECTION§, THE GOVERNOR, SIR DAVID WILSON, SAID TODAY (SUNDAY) AFTER
VISITING!THE ELECTIONS PRESS CENTRE AT THE CITY HALL 45 MINUTES BEFORE

POLLING CLOSED.

I
ik

. "I WOULD LIKE TO HAVE SEEN, I STILL HOPE TO SEE, MORE PEOPLE
TURNING OUT TO VOTF. IT'S BELOW THE ESTIMATE THAT WE HAVE AND IT’'S

BELOW THE OPINIOM POLLS.

"I WOQULD HAVE LIKED TO SEE MORE PEOPLE GOING OUT TO VOTE; BUT
DON’T LET’S RULE IT OUT SIMPLY BECAUSE WE HAVEN'T GOT TO SOME MAGIC
FIGURE. IT IS STILL A VERY IMPORTANT PART OF REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT
AND DEVELOPING THAT IN HONG KONG.

COMMENTING ON THE TURNOUT RATE UP TO 9.45 PM, SIR DAVID SAID IT
WAS BETTER THAN THE DISTRICT BOARD AND THE MUNICIPAL COUNCILS, ADDING:
"I HOPE IN THE LAST 45 MINUTES THAT THOSE WHO HAVEN'T VOTED AND ARE
REGISTERED TO VOTE WILL NOW GET DOWN TO THEIR POLLING STATIONS AND
VOTE."

THE GOVERNOR SAID WE SHOULD NOT ANALYSE THE TURNOUT FIGURES-

UNTIL "WE'VE ACTUALLY FINISHED THE WHOLE PROCESS OF VOTING."

"IT'S STILL A VERY IMPORTANT DAY FOR HONG KONG, THE FIRST TIME
WE'VE HAD DIRECT ELECTIONS FOR THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. LET'S DO THE
ANALYSING OF EXACTLY WHO TURNED OUT TO VOTE; WHY THEY TURNED TO VOTE;
WHO DIDN'T; WHY THEY DIDN'T, AFTER WE'VE ACTUALLY GONE THROUGH THE
PROCESS OF THE ELECTIONS," HE SAID.

WHEN ASKED WHETHER HONG KONG PEOPLE WANTED A FASTER PACE OF
DEMOCRACY, SIR DAVID SAID IT WAS VERY DIFFICULT TO SAY WHAT PEOPLE
WANTED UNTIL THE RESULTS OF THE ELECTIONS WERE ANALYSED.

"] MEAN PEOPLE GO OUT AND VOTE FOR DIFFERENT REASONS; THEY
DON'T SIMPLY VOTE BECAUSE THEY WANT MORE DEMOCRACY; THEY VOTE FOR THE
PARTICULAR CANDIDATES. AND THOSE PARTICULAR CANDIDATES HAVE DIFFERENT
VIEWS.

"AFTER THIS IS ALL OVER I THINK IT WILL BE VERY USEFUL IF THE
PUBLIC OPINION POLLS GO OUT AND ANALYSE THE REASONS WHY PEOPLE VOTE
AND INDEED THE REASONS WHY PEOPLE DIDN'T VOTE," HE SAID.

ON THE GOVERNMENT'S EFFORT TO ENCOURAGE PEOPLE TO VOTE; 8IR
DAVID SAID THERE HAD BEEN A TREMENDOUS EFFORT TO GET PEOPLE TO GO OUT
AND VOTE, NOT JUST BY THE GOVERNMENT BUT BY ALL THE CANDIDATES.

"AFTER ALL IN AN ELECTION IT IS MAINLY THE CANDIDATES WHO 8AY
GO OUT. VOTE FOR ME.'’

JUTHAT'S WHAT ....044




"THAT'S WHAT YOU EXPECT CANDIDATES TO DO AND IANY 01 ]
CANDIDATES HAVE BEEN VERY ENERGETIC. AND ALL Ol OU HERE HAVE BEEN
PRETTY ENERGETIC IN GIVING PUBLICITY TO THE ELECTION AND ENCOURAGING
PEOPLE TO GO OUT TO VOTE," HE SAID.

SIR DAVID SAID THE GOVERNMENT HAD PREDICTED THE TURNOUT RATE AT
SOMEWHERE LIKE 50 PER CENT AND "THE OPINION POLLS WHICH WERE QUOTED IN
ALL THE PRESS WHICH I SAW WERE FAR, FAR HIGHER THAN THAT; THEY WERE 60
PER CENT, SOME WERE GOING UP TO 70 PER CENT. AND IT WOULD BE VERY
INTERESTING; I HOPE THE PEOPLE WHO DID THOSE OPINION POLLS WILL RE-RUN
THE WHOLE PROCESS; RE-RUN THEIR FIGURES; FIND OUT WHY THOSE ESTIMATES
WERE WRONG."

'HONG KONG CROSSES HISTORICAL BENCHMARK'
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HONG KONG HAS SUCCESSFULLY CROSSED A HISTORICAL BENCHMARK
TONIGHT WITH THE CLOSE OF THE FIRST-EVER DIRECT ELECTIONS FOR THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, THE SECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS; MR
MICHAEL SUEN, SAID.

SPEAKING AT THE WINDING-UP PRESS BRIEFING ON THE ELECTIONS; MR
SUEN NOTED THAT OVER 750,000 VOTERS TURNED UP AT THE POLLING
STATIONS, A RECORD-HIGH NUMBER FOR ANY ELECTIONS IN THE TERRITORY.

HE POINTED OUT THAT THE FINAL TURNOUT RATE OF 39.15 PER_ CENT
WAS ALSO AN ALL-TIME HIGH FIGURE FOR ANY TERRITORY-WIDE ELECTIONS.

MR SUEN SAID HE WAS SATISFIED WITH THE RESULT THOUGH SOME
PEOPLE MIGHT THINK THAT THE FINAL FIGURES WERE OFF THE MARK OF EARLIER
PREDICTIONS WHICH SUGGESTED THAT THE FINAL TURNOUT WOULD BE OVER 50
PER CENT.

"THE FINAL TURNOUT RATE IS A SATISFACTORY FIGURE ALTHOUGH SOME
PEOPLE MAY NOT AGREE. WE SHOULD BEAR IN MIND THAT THE TURNOUT RATE I8
NOT THE ONLY CRITERIA TO ASSESS THE SUCCESS OF AN ELECTION.

"IF WE LOOK AT THE ORGANISATION OF THE ELECTIONS; IT 18 A
SUCCESS BECAUSE THERE WAS NO SINGLE INCIDENT REPORTED THROUGHOUT THE
DAY WITH MORE THAN 750,000 VOTERS CASTING THEIR BALLOTS. IT IS A GOOD
ELECTION.

"APART FROM THE TURNOUT RATE, WE ALSO NEED TO SEE HOW THE_ NEW
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL FUNCTIONS, WHICH I8 ALSO AN IMPORTANT CRITERIA 1IN
ASSESSING THIS ELECTION," HE SAID.

MR SUEN SAID THE GOVERNMENT WOULD CARRY OUT A COMPREHENSIVE
REVIEW INTO EVERY ASPECTS OF THE ELECTIONS.

THIS WOULD INCLUDE EFFORTS TO IDENTIFY ASPECTS WHICH WOULD HELP
TO IMPROVE THE TURNOUT RATE AND OTHER IMPROVEMENTS ON ELECTIONEERING

FOR FUTURE POLLS, HE ADDED.

/ON WHETHER
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ON WHETHER POLLING COULD BE COMPUTERIEED TO ! D 'UpP 'THE
PROCESS, MR SUEN SAID THE GOVERNMENT HAD LOOKED INTO THE 1ISSUE
CAREFULLY AND FOUND THAT A SUM OF $280 MILLION WOULD BE NEEDED FOR
SUCH A PURPOSE. '

THIS WOULD NOT BE TOO COST EFFECTIVE IF WE CONSIDER THAT
ELECTIONS WOULD BE HELD EVERY FOUR YEARS, HE SAID,
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TODAY IS THE DAY AND IT IS NOW UP TO THE PEOPLE OF HONG KONG TO
COME OUT AND VOTE IF THEY WANT A GREATER SAY IN THEIR GOVERNMENT, THE
CHIEF SECRETARY, SIR DAVID FORD, SAID THIS (SUNDAY) MORNING,

SPEAKING TO REPORTERS AFTER CASTING HIS VOTE 1IN THE FIRST
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DIRECT ELECTIONS, IN THE HONG KONG ISLAND WEST
CONSTITUENCY, SIR DAVID SAID THE GOVERNMENT HAD MADE A VERY BIG EFFORT
TO ENCOURAGE PEOPLE TO VOTE.

"WE'VE BEEN RUNNING ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS, AND WE'VE MADE THE
POLLING STATIONS AS CONVENIENT AS POSSIBLE," HE SAID.

"THE CANDIDATES THEMSELVES HAVE DONE A LOT OF WORK TO ENCOURAGE
PEOPLE TO COME OUT AND VOTE."

REFERRING TO THE MORNING RAIN, SIR DAVID SAID: "IT'S NOT A VERY
GOOD DAY FOR HIKING, NOT A VERY GOOD DAY FOR SHOPPING OR GOING TO THE
BEACH, BUT IT IS A GOOD DAY FOR VOTING, WHICH IS FREE AS WELL, SO COME
AND VOTE."

THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY, MR HAMISH MACLEOD, CAST HIS VOTE 1IN
THE SAME CONSTITUENCY SHORTLY AFTER.

ASKED WHAT IT FELT LIKE TO BE VOTING IN THE FIRST LRGCO DIRECT
ELECTIONS, MR MACLEOD SAID IT WAS QUITE EXCITING IN THE SENSE THAT NO-
ONE QUITE KNEW WHAT THE TURNOUT WOULD BE ‘OR WHAT SORT OF CANDIDATES
WOULD BE SUCCESSFUL.

y "80 IT CERTAINLY AROUSES INTEREST IN ME. I'VE BEEN READING ALL
THE LEAFLETS THIS MORNING AND I VERY MUCH HOPE THAT THERE WILL BE A
VERY GOOD TURNOUT,; AND THE WEATHER, WHICH IS NOW IMPROVED, WILL NOT
PUT PEOPLE OFF."

ON WHAT CRITERIA HE CHOSE IN MAKING HIS VOTE, MR MACLEOD 8A1D
HE BASICALLY RELIED ON THE CAMPAIGN LEAFLETS DISTRIBUTED AND ON THE
PRINTED MEDIA IN FORMING HIS JUDGEMENT.

ALSO VOTING IN THE SAME CONSTITUENCY, THE SECRETARY FOR HOME
AFFAIRS, MR PETER TSAO, SAID IN REPLY TO A QUESTION THAT ALTHOUGH
THERE WERE ONLY 18 SEATS AT STAKE, IT WAS STILL AN OCCASION TO
GENERATE EXCITEMENT. "AFTER ALL, IT IS THE FIRST DIRECT ELECTIONS WE
HAVE EVER HELD, AND THE RESPONSE HAS BEEN VERY ENTHUSIASTIC."
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PARENTS WISHING TO APPLY FOR A PRIMARY ONE PLACE IN A PUBLIC
SECTOR SCHOOL FOR THEIR CHILDREN IN SEPTEMBER NEXT YEAR UNDER THE
PRIMARY ONE ADMISSION SYSTEM CAN OBTAIN APPLICATION FORMS FROM
TOMORROW (MONDAY) UNTIL OCTOBER 4.

AN EDUCATION DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN SAID APPLICATION FOR
ADMISSION TO PRIMARY ONE IS OPEN TO ALL HONG KONG BELONGING CHILDREN
BORN ON OR BEFORE DECEMBER 31, 1986 WHO ARE NOT STUDYING IN A PRIMARY

SCHOOL.

PARENTS CAN OBTAIN THE APPLICATION FORMS AND INFORMATION
SHEETS FROM THE KINDERGARTENS WHERE THEIR CHILDREN ARE STUDYING.

FOR PARENTS OF CHILDREN NOT ATTENDING KINDERGARTENS, THE FORMS
ARE AVAILABLE IN DISTRICT OFFICES OF THE CITY AND NEW TERRITORIES
ADMINISTRATION AND OFFICES OF THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT.

"COMPLETED FORMS SHOULD BE RETURNED BETWEEN SEPTEMBER 30 AND
OCTOBER 4 DIRECT TO ONLY ONE GOVERNMENT OR AIDED PRIMARY SCHOOL IN
WHICH THE PARENT WISHES TO APPLY FOR A DISCRETIONARY PLACE;" THE
SPOKESMAN SAID.

"THIS SCHOOL MAY EITHER BE WITHIN OR OUTSIDE THE DISTRICT 1IN
WHICH THE FAMILY LIVES. BUT PARENTS ARE STRONGLY ADVISED TO SELECT A
NEIGHBOURHOOD SCHOOL TO REDUCE UNNECESSARY TRANSPORT PROBLEMS."

IN SELECTING A SCHOOL, PARENTS SHOULD ALSO TAKE INTO
CONSIDERATION THE "POINTS SYSTEM" WHICH IS BASED ON THE RELATIONSHIP
BETWEEN THE SCHOOL AND THE CHILD'S FAMILY.

HOWEVER, PARENTS SHOULD NOTE THAT ONLY ONE APPLICATION FORM
MAY BE SUBMITTED IN RESPECT OF ANY ONE CHILD.

"IF THEY ARE FOUND TO HAVE APPLIED TO MORE THAN ONE GOVERNMENT
OR AIDED SCHOOL, THEIR APPLICATION WILL BE RENDERED NULL AND VOID AND
ANY ALLOCATION OF A DISCRETIONARY PLACE MADE ON THE BASIS OF SUCH
APPLICATION WILL BE WITHDRAWN," THE SPOKESMAN SAID.

SCHOOLS RECEIVING TOO FEW APPLICATIONS FOR DISCRETIONARY PLACES
MAY .NOT BE ALLOWED TO OPERATE PRIMARY ONE CLASSES AND IN SUCH CASES|
CHILDREN ALREADY ACCEPTED BY THESE SCHOOLS FOR DISCRETIONARY PLACES
WILL HAVE TO BE SUBSEQUENTLY RE-ALLOCATED TO SOME OTHER SCHOOLS WHICH
HAVE VACANCIES.

FOR PARENTS OF CHILDREN WHO CANNOT USE CHINESE AS THE LEARNING
MEDIUM, THEY MAY SEEK ADVICE FROM THE PRIMARY ONE ADMISSION UNIT OF
THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT AT 269 QUEEN'S ROAD EAST, WAN CHAI (TEL. NO.
572 4383) BEFORE SUBMITTING THE APPLICATION FORM.

IF PARENTS DO NOT WISH TO APPLY FOR A DISCRETIONARY PLACE
IN ANY PARTICULAR SCHOOL,; THEY SHOULD RETURN THE COMPLETED
APPLICATION FORM BETWEEN SEPTEMBER 30 AND OCTOBER 4 TO ONE OF THE
FOLLOWING COLLECTION CENTRES FOR CENTRAL ALLOCATION BY THE EDUCATION

DEPARTMENT:

/* PRIMARY ONE
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PRIMARY ONE ADMISSION UNIT,

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT,

LUI KEE EDUCATION SERVICES CENTRE,

269 QUEEN’S ROAD EAST, FIRST FLOOR, WAN

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT KOWLOON SUB-OFFICE;
ROOM 703, 405 NATHAN ROAD, SIXTH FLOOR, YAU MA TEI1;

SHA TIN DISTRICT OFFICE PUBLIC ENQUIRIES SERVICE CENTRE,
KCR HOUSE, SHA TIN STATION, FIRST FLOOR, SHA TIN;

TAI PO DISTRICT OFFICE PUBLIC ENQUIRIES SERVICE CENTRE;
TAI PO GOVERNMENT OFFICES BUILDING,
TING KOK ROAD; GROUND FLOOR, TAI PO;
TSUEN WAN DISTRICT OFFICE PUBLIC ENQUIRIES SERVICE CENTRE)
TSUEN WAN STATION MULTI-STOREY CARPARK BUILDING,
174-208 CASTLE PEAK ROAD, FIRST FLOOR; TSUEN WAN;

TUEN MUN DISTRICT OFFICE PUBLIC ENQUIRIES SERVICE CENTRE|)
TUEN MUN GOVERNMENT OFFICES BUILDING,
1 TUEN HI ROAD, SECOND FLOOR, TUEN MUN;

YUEN LONG DISTRICT OFFICE PUBLIC ENQUIRIES SERVICE CENTRE,
YUEN LONG DISTRICT OFFICES BUILDING,
269 CASTLE PEAK ROAD, GROUND FLOOR, YUEN LONG;

NORTH DISTRICT OFFICE PUBLIC ENQUIRIES SERVICE CENTRE;
FANLING GOVERNMENT OFFICES BUILDING,
3 PIK FUNG ROAD, GROUND FLOOR, FANLING.

THE SPOKESMAN ALSO ADVISED PARENTS WHO WISH TO SEND THEIR
CHILDREN TO ATTEND PRIVATE PRIMARY SCHOOLS OR IMARY SCHOOLS OF THE
ENGLISH SCHOOLS FOUNDATION TO APPLY TO THESE SCHOOLS DIRECT AS THEY
ARE NOT INCLUDED IN THE PRIMARY ONE ADMISSION SYSTEM.

HOLIDAY MAIL SERVICE
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ALL: POST OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED ON THE PUBLIC HOLIDAY
FOLLOWING MID-AUTUMN FESTIVAL,; THAT IS MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23; THE
POSTMASTER GENERAL, MR DOMINIC S.W. WONG, ANNOUNCED TODAY (SUNDAY):

HOWEVER, THERE WILL BE ONE MAIL DELIVERY, HE SAID.
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SALT WATER CUT IN EAST KOWLOON
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SALT WATER SUPPLY TO EAST KOWLOON WILL BE SUSPENDED ON TUESDAY
(SEPTEMBER 17), FROM 9 AM TO 4 PM, TO FACILITATE MAINTENANCE WORKS.

THE SUSPENSION WILL AFFECT HUNG HOM, TO KWA WAN, TUNG TAU,
WONG TAI SIN, LOK FU, JORDAN VALLEY, WANG TAU HOM, FU SHAN, CHUK YUEN;
KOWLOON TONG, TSZ WAN SHAN, DIAMOND HILL, NGAU CHI WAN, KOWLOON CITY}
MA TAU WAI AND MA TAU KOK AND INCLUDING FUNG WONG SAN TSUEN; HONG

KONG INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT AND KOWLOON HOSPITAL.






