














To the extent that brokers or their staff engaging in 'rat trading' will not be
acting in the best interests of their clients as required by the Rules of the
Exchange, neither the Government nor the Securities and Futures

Commission would condone such practices.

The Securities and Futures Commission and the two exchanges have
established rules and codes of conduct which a broker should follow when
dealing in transactions either for his own account or for his clients. The
objective is to protect the interests of investors and to ensure that the
broker conducts his business in a manner which contributes towards the
maintenance of a fair and orderly market.

These rules and codes of conduct do not forbid brokers and their staff to match
orders with their clients as such. Rather, they spell out clearly the principles and
practices which a broker shall follow when carrying on cross trading between clients
and between the client and the broker (or staff). Among other things, client orders
should receive the best available execution and be given precedence over house
orders. Moreover, before entering into such transactions, the broker must disclose to
his client the fact that he has a material interest in the transactions and receive the
client's consent either orally or in writing. The broker also must take all reasonable

steps to ensure fair treatment of the client.

We are aware also that as part of their internal control measures, the better
managed brokers have rules requiring orders to be time- stamped so as to provide an
audit trail. Indeed, some brokers go to the extent of prohibiting their staff from
matching their own orders with those of clients or dealing through other brokers. '-

End/Wednesday, October 18, 1995




e

Reclamation and redevelopment
* %k ¥ k %

The following is a question by the Hon Christine Loh and a written reply by
the Secretary for Planning, Environment and Lands, Mr Bowen Leung, in the

Legislative Council today (Wednesday):

Question:

In regard to major consultancy studies relating to reclamation and
redevelopment, will the Government inform this Council of:

(a) the terms of reference, cost and completion date in respect of each of the
studies undertaken since 1993; and

(b) whether consideration is being given to undertaking similar studies in the
near future; if so, what are the objectives and cost estimates of such studies?

Mr President,

Consultancy studies relating to reclamation and redevelopment include
strategic planning studies, preliminary project feasibility studies and detailed project
engineering studies.

Details of major consultancy studies undertaken by Government since 1993
are at Table 1.

Details of other major consultancy studies which are tentatively planned to
start before 1997 are at Table 2.
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Study

Start/
Completion
Dates

Terms of Reference

Hong Kong
Island West
Development
Statement

Jan 1993
to
late 1995

Formulate overall - planning
framework, urban  renewal
framework and land use sectoral
action plan and, examine the
institutional arrangements and
resource implications for
implementation of the proposal
in various sections of Hong
Kong Island

Wanchai
Reclamation
Phase |

Jun 1993
to
Nov 1993

Study the viability of, and

determine the extent and amount
of infrastructure and associated
cost for the reclamation

Green Island
Public Dump

Aug 1993
to
Sep 1995

Assess the environmental and
traffic impacts

Pak Shek Kok
Reclamation

Sep 1993
to
Apr 1994

Assess the environmental impact
and road access

Lantau Port
Development
Stage I - Design.
of Reclamation
for  Container
Terminals 10. &
11 & Back-up
Areas

Jan 1995
to :
Dec 1995

Study the detailed engineering
design of the reclamation and
edge structures for the container
terminals :
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Study

Start/

Dates

Completion

Terms of Reference

Central
Reclamation
Phase III

Feb 1995
to
Mar 1997

site investigation

Study the detailed design and

Tsuen Wan Bay
Further
Reclamation

Jun 1995
to
Mar 1996

Conduct  engineering, planning
and environmental investigations

Kowloon Point
Development
Feasibility Study

Aug 1995
to
Nov 1996

development

Study the feasibility of the

South East
Kowloon
Development
Feasibility Study

Sep 1995
to
May 1997

Study the feasibility

Kowloon

implementation

transforming the South East
Development
Statement into action plans for

of

Study

Tentative
Start/
Completion
Dates

Terms of Reference

Estimated
Costs

(/M)

Green Island

Stage I

Apr 1996
to
Jul 1998

Conduct review studies, and
study the detailed design and
site investigation

64.0

Wanchai
Reclamation
Phase 11

Apr 1996
to
Sep 1997

Detailed design and site

investigation

Tsuen Wan
Bay  Further
Reclamation

Jun 1996
to
Jan 1999

Study the detailed design

Tseung Kwan
O Area 131

Aug 1996
to
Dec 1997

Analyse and select a layout for
the development of the area
for mid-stream cargo handling
facilities, a concrete batching
plant and a barging point

End/Wednesday, October 18, 1995
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Illegal use of slopes on Crown land
* %k % ¥ %

Following is a question by the Hon Fred Li and a written reply by the Secretary
for Planning, Environment and Lands, Mr Bowen Leung, in the Legislative Council

today (Wednesday):

Question:

Recently, many slopes located on Crown land have been opened up illegally,
mostly for farming purposes, and the situation is getting increasingly serious. In
Kwun Tong District alone, such activities are known to have taken place on a number
of slopes. In view of this, will the Government inform this Council:

(a) of the number of slopes located on Crown land in the territory which have
been illegally opened up for farming;

(b) whether the illegal opening up of slopes for farming will increase the risk of
landslips; and

(c) what interim and long—tenﬁ measures does the Government have to prevent
Crown land from being occupied and used illegally? Reply:

Mr President,

(a) we regret that we have not kept specific statistics on the number of sites
situated on hillsides located on Government land which has been illegally
opened up for farming. Undertaking such a survey is very resource
intensive and not possible in the time given to reply to the Question. The
Lands Department's practice is to act on complaints received on illegal
occupation or use of Government land. We shall be very happy to act on
the cases mentioned by the Hon Fred Li if he can provide some information

to us.

(b) the opening up of hillside for farming may under certain circumstances
increase the risk of landslips. It is not possible to generalise the situation as
many determining factors are involved, such as the scale, size and nature of
the farming activities, the original condition and margin of stability of the
hillside in question, and the impact of the former on the latter.
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(c) the Government has power under the Crown Land Ordinance (Cap 28) to
take action against unauthorised occupation of Government land. We will

continue to respond to reported cases of illegal occupation of Government
land as well as cases detected during patrols made by district land staff.

End/Wednesday, October 18, 1995

Reclamation projects in Victoria Harbour
* k ¥ ¥ %

Following is a question by the Hon Leung Yiu-chung and a written reply by the
Secretary for Planning, Environment and Lands, Mr Bowen Leung, in the Legislative
Council today (Wednesday):

Question:

In view of the worsening pollution problem in the Victoria Harbour, will the
Government inform this Council of:

(a) the number of large-scale reclamation projects which have been approved
along the harbour front; and

(b) the measures taken to prevent these projects from causing pollution to the
harbour?
Answer:

Mr President.

Seven reclamation projects have been approved in the Victoria Harbour. They
are Central Reclamation Phase 1, Central Reclamation Phase [1, Wanchai Reclamation
Phase 1. Aldrich Bay Reclamation, Belcher Bay Reclamation, West Kowloon
Reclamation. and Stonecutters Island Naval Base.

Reclamation projects by themselves are not the cause of pollution. However,
they could affect the hydrology in the harbour which might have an impact on water
quality. Measures have therefore been taken at both the planning and implementation
stages to ensure that any impact is kept within acceptable levels.
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At the strategic planning level, the cumulative hydrological and water quality
impacts resulting from reclamation projects have been assessed in the context of the
Territorial Development Strategy, Metroplan and Port and Airport Development
Strategy. Engineering hydraulics studies have been undertaken to study the effects of
reclamation projects and other harbour engineering works on tidal flows, wave
propagation and sediment deposit. A large scale physical tidal model has been built to
facilitate in-depth investigation of the hydraulic effects of such coastal developments.

At the project design level, detailed engineering studies and environmental
impact assessments are conducted before the projects are implemented to ensure that
the water quality impacts during and after construction do not exceed acceptable

limits.

Careful construction programming and monitoring also ensure that any water
quality problems caused by the reclamation works is kept to the minimum. Wherever
necessary a seawall is first constructed at the perimeter of the reclamation. A carefully
planned, controlled, and supervised dredging and in-filling operation then takes place
behind the seawall to prevent floating refuse from reaching the harbour and minimise
turbidity problems caused by siltation. Furthermore, a comprehensive
monitoring programme for each reclamation is established with well defined action

levels for key water quality indicators such as suspended solids, dissolved oxygen,
turbidity, and temperature. If monitoring results should indicate action levels are in
danger of being breached, the site staff would alert the contractor and require him to
tighten the environmental mitigation measures in accordance with the contract

specifications.

The main source of pollution in the Victoria Harbour is sewage discharges.
This problem is being tackled by actions to declare the Harbour as a Water Control
Zone and by the construction of Phase I of the Strategic Sewage Disposal Scheme
which when completed in 1997 will improve the water quality of the Harbour by 70%.

End/Wednesday, October 18, 1995
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Public funded dental services
% ok % &k %

The following is a speech by Dr the Hon Leong Che-hung and a reply by the
Secretary for Health and Welfare, Mrs Katherine Fok, in the Legislative Council today
(Wednesday):

Question:

With regard to dental services financed by public funds, will the Administration
provide this Council with the annual breakdwon in respect of the following areas in
the past five years :

(a) overall expenditure;

(b) expenditure on direct services;

(c) expenditure on staff training;

(d) expenditure on public education; and

(e) the staff establishment and strength by major ranks for
providing such services.

Reply:

The annual breakdown of dental services financed by public funds in the past

four years is as follows :

Approve
d
Estimate
1992-93  1993-94  1994-95 s
$M $™M ™M (Note 1)
1995-96
M

(a) overall expenditure 258.2 298.9 334.6 361.8




Approve
d
Estimate
S

(Note 1)
1995-96
$M

(b) expenditure on direct 236.3 273.0 307.9 3334
services, 1.e. services
provided to Government
Servants/dependants of
Government  Servants,
primary school children
participating in the
School Dental Service
Scheme, special needs
group as well as
emergengy  treatment
and in-patient dental
treatment as an essential
part of medical
treatment

(c) expenditure on staff
training, i.e. expenditure
on the Dental Therapists
Training School and
expenses under
departmental  training
vote for dental and para-
dental staff

(d) expenditure on public
education
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The required information for the year 1991-92 has not been provided. It is
because with a change in the programme management structure in 1992-93, the two
sets of figures cannot be directly and meaningfully compared.

Note (1) : 1995 salary revision has not yet been taken into account under this column
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(e)

Consultants
Principal Dental Officers
Senior Dental Oﬂi;::ets

Dental Officers

Tutor Dental Therapists

Senior Dental Therapists
Dental Therapists/
Student DTS

Dental Hygienists

Senior Dental Surgery
Asst.

Dental Surgery Assistants

five years are as follows :

1.99t 1.9.92

E
8
1

38

166

The staff establishment and strength providing dental services by major ranks as at 1 September in the past



Governor’'s districts visits
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The following is a question by the Hon Cheung Man-kwong and a written reply
by the Secretary for Home Affairs, Mr Michael Suen, in the Legislative Council today
(Wednesday):

Question:

Regarding the Governor's visits to various districts of the territory since his
assumption of office, will the Government inform this Council:

(a)

(b)

of the districts which the Governor had visited and the respective dates of
those visits;

of the districts in which special "whitewashing" works, such as repainting,
extension or reconstruction and extra cleansing, were carried out by the
Government departments concerned before the Governor's visit, as well as
the districts in which he was requested to visit only those units that had
been varnished over in advance; and the expenses involved in each of those
special "whitewashing" works:

whether the Governor knew and approved of these "whitewashing" works
carried out by the departments concerned beforechand; and whether, whilst
visiting the districts, he has heard of complaints from the public about their
dissatisfaction with Government departments putting up facades and hiding
the truth; and

whether the Government considers that the extra "whitewashing" works
carried out before the Governor's visit would conceal the actual situation of
those districts, resulting in the Governor not being able to understand
precisely the living standard and actual situation of the people; and whether
it will review the existing practice of carrying out "whitewashing" works
before the Governor's visit, so that he can truly understand the livelihood,
feelings and grievances of the residents?




Answer:
Mr President,
My reply to the question is as follows:

(a) Since arriving in Hong Kong in July 1992, the Governor has made 40 district
visits as part of a continuing programme to familiarise and update himself with district
issues and personalities. A detailed list of the districts visited is at Annex. The
Governor has also made other theme visits and unannounced visits for specific
purposes, such as seeing for himself living conditions in Temporary Housing Areas
(THA).

(b)&(c) One of the main aims of the Governor's visits is to enable him to see for
himself what places are like in the normal course of events. It is not usual practice for
Government departments to undertake redecoration or improvement work specifically
for visits by the Governor. All Government departments are aware that they should
not go beyond normal cleansing or maintenance of public facilities or venues which
the Governor would be visiting and that they should resist any temptation to provide
an unnaturally favourable impression. Indeed, the Governor has asked specifically
that this should not be done. The only exception should be where it is relevant to
demonstrate a revised standard. This was the case with the recent visit by the
Governor to a THA where one of the several units seen by the Governor had been
refurbished. This was done, with the knowledge of the Governor, to demonstrate the
improved refurbishment standard which will be applied by the Housing Department.

The costs of routine cleansing and maintenance are absorbed as part of normal
departmental expenses.

(d) The Governor makes a point of talking to as many people as possible during his
visits to help give him a better understanding of the feelings and aspirations of the
residents. Very often the Governor achieves this by detouring from the suggested
routing and visiting facilities not on the suggested programme. For the same reason,
the Governor undertakes unannounced visits to see first-hand the situation on the
ground and to talk directly to residents and members of the public.

End/Wednesday, October 18, 1995




Provision of shelters by bus companies
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Following is a question by the Hon Chan Wing-chan and a written reply by the
Secretary for Transport, Mr Haider Barma, in the Legislative Council today
(Wednesday):

Question:

Regarding the open-air bus stops of the three franchised bus companies, will
the Government inform this Council:

(a) of the number of open-air bus stops that are provided with shelter and the
respective number of such bus stops owned by each of the three bus
companies;

(b) whether any Government department is responsible for regulating and
overseeing the provision of bus stop facilities; and

(¢) whether consideration will be given to requiring bus companies to provide
shelters for all their bus stops in future, so as to make it more comfortable
for passengers to wait for buses?

Reply:
Mr President,

(a) There are 5,214 bus stops. 1,570 of these have shelters. Details are
annexed.

(b) The bus companies have an on-going programme to provide new shelters.
These programmes are monitored and approved by the Transport
Department in consultation with interested parties including District Offices
with regard to priority, site suitability and local acceptance. The design and
construction of bus shelters have to be approved by the Highways
Department.
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(¢) Our policy is to encourage franchised bus companies to provide bus shelters
where possible. However, there are locations where shelters cannot be
constructed because of the narrow width of pavement, engineering problems
or local objections.

Company No. of bus stops No. of bus stops
provided with shelters

Kowloon Motor Bus
China Motor Bus
Citybus

New Lantao Bus

End/Wednesday, October 18, 1995

Safety at residential care homes for the elderly
* % % % *

Following is a question by the Hon Elizabeth Wong and a written reply by the
Secretary for Health and Welfare, Mrs Katherine Fok, in the Legislative Council today
(Wednesday):

Question:

Will the Government inform this Council:




-

(a) of the progress regarding the implementation of legislation governing
residential homes for elderly people in the territories; whether any
problems have been encountered, and if so, what are these problems; and

whether, arising from the case of an outbreak of fire in a private home for
elderly people in North Point, there is any intention on the part of the
Government to amend the safety aspects of the relevant legislation to
protect the interests of elderly people residing in these privately run
homes?

Reply:
The reply is as follows:

(a) The Residential Care Homes (Elderly Persons) Ordinance and Regulation
came into effect on 1 April 1995 (except for Section 6 of the Ordinance). Relevant
application forms and other documentation were then distributed to the operators of all
residential care homes for the elderly. As at 17 October 1995, a total of 259
applications (from 44% of the total number of known residential homes) had been
received of which, 185 came from private homes, 62 from subvented homes and 12
from self-financing non-profit-making homes.

Four teams of inspectors covering social work, building safety, fire safety and
health. have started inspection visits to residential care homes to vet their applications
for licences or certificates of exemption. We expect the first batch of licences and
certificates to be issued at the end of this month.

We have encountered some problems at this early stage of implementing the
legislation. For example, some residential care homes have been found to be
operating out of non-domestic premises. This is not strictly in accordance with
planning and building requirements, but Social Welfare and Buildings Departments
have agreed that a flexible approach should be adopted in such cases provided that fire
precaution measures are up to standard and the homes do not have any unauthorised
building works. Private homes which were found to have serious safety problems
have. on the advice of our inspectors, either already been reprovisioned elsewhere or
have had the necessary remedial changes carried out to make them acceptable.
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The shortage of nursing staff in all residential care homes and health care staff
in private homes has been another major problem. Additional funding has been
secured to expand the training of health workers from 400 places to 1 200 places by
March 1997.

(b) Even before the introduction of this new legislation, it was standard practice
of the Fire Protection Bureau of the Fire Services Department to pay visits to newly
established residential care homes for the elderly to explain the fire prevention
measures needed. Staff of the Social Welfare Department have also regularly
reminded home operators to follow the advice of the Fire Services Department in this
respect and have issued letters regularly advising of the need to pay attention to fire
safety measures.

With the introduction of the Residential Care Homes (Elderly Persons)
Ordinance, all residential care homes for the elderly are now under a statutory
obligation to comply with fire services requirements. Senior Station Officers of the
Licensing Office of Residential Care Homes for the Elderly give in-depth guidance
and advice on fire precaution measures to operators of residential care homes for the
elderly when processing their applications for licences or certificates of exemption.

The fire which occurred recently in a private residential care home for the
elderly in North Point was a minor incident caused by an electrical malfunction in a
wall-mounted fan. Although this home had not yet submitted its application for a
licence or certificate of exemption, the home was equipped with the basic fire services
equipment and the operator possessed adequate knowledge about fire fighting. As a
result, the fire was put out immediately.

This fire was a relatively minor and isolated incident which does not point to
any inadequacy in the safety aspects of our legislation. Indeed, the fire was dealt with
effectively and the electrical fault which caused it would have been difficult to detect
whatever statutory requirements had been in effect at that time.

End/Wednesday, October 18, 1995
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Hostel for University of Hong Kong students
* k &k ¥ *

The following is a question by the Hon Zachary Wong Wai-yin and a written
reply by the Secretary for Education and Manpower, Mr Joseph Wong, in the
Legislative Council today (Wednesday):

Question:

It is learnt that some students of the University of Hong Kong residing in Yuen
Long, Tuen Mun and the Northern District have not been allocated hostel
accommodation in the current academic year, resulting in those students having to
travel long distances. In this connection, will the Government inform this Council:

(a) whether the Government, in allocating funds to the universities for providing
student hostel places, has imposed conditions requiring the universities concerned to
accord priority to students living in remote areas in the allocation of hostel

accommodation; and

(b) what assistance the Government will render to students living in remote areas who
have not been allocated hostel places; and whether consideration will be given to
providing them with a rent or travelling allowance ?

Reply:

Mr President,

(a) Under the existing policy, the tertiary institutions funded by the University Grants
Committee (UGC) are provided with capital subvention to cover at most 75% of the
total construction costs of the approved hostel places. They are required to meet at
least 25% of the total construction costs from private donations and also the recurrent
costs of the hostels. In allocating the capital grants to the institutions, the Government
and the UGC do not stipulate the conditions for the allocation of the hostel places. It
is up to the institutions to allocate the hostel places to their students. Nevertheless, it
is understood that the student's travelling time between home and campus is one of the
main criteria used by the institutions for allocating hostel places to students.




(b) Students living in remote areas who have financial difficulties may apply for
financial assistance under the Local Student Finance Scheme (LSFS). Under the
LSFS, grants are provided to eligible students to cover their academic expenses i.e.
tuition fees, student union fees and other academic expenses whereas loans are
provided to cover their living expenses which include expenses on accommodation
and transportation. Recognising that students residing in hostels and rented
accommodation have a greater financial burden, student accommodation expenses are
allowed to be deducted as necessary household expenses in the calculation of annual
disposable income (ADI) for determining the level of grant and loan starting from the
1993-94 academic year. In addition, the expenses of the applicants' siblings on hostel
fees or reited accommodation are also included as necessary household expenses in
the calculation of the ADI in the 1995-96 academic year. These improvements have
increased the amount of financial assistance available to tertiary students living in
hostels or rented accommodation near their place of study.

Apart from the grant and loan under the LSFS, students living in remote areas
may also apply for the Student Travel Assistance -Scheme. Under the Scheme, full-
time students aged between 12 and 25 who have not completed their first degree
courses and who have passed the means test are provided a travel subsidy to cover part
of their travel expenses for education related trips. In general, students residing farther
away from their institutions will be entitled to higher rates of subsidy. The level of
subsidy will be updated annually to take into account the latest revision of public
transport fares. The subsidy for each university student in 1994-95 varied between
$570 and $5,500 per annum.

End/Wednesday, October 18, 1995

Incidents in September LegCo elections
k k k % %

Following is a question by the Hon Emily Lau and a written reply by the
Secretary for Constitutional Affairs, Mr Nicholas Ng, in the Legislative Council today
(Wednesday):




Question:

In the Legislative Council elections held on 17 September 1995, some members
of the public complained that their names had been removed from the register of
electors without prior notification. Discrepancies between the voter turnout figure and
the number of votes cast as well as miscalculation in the votes cast also occurred in the
process of votes counting. In view of this, will the Government inform this Council:

(a) of the causes of the above mentioned incidents; and

(b) how it can ensure that the results of the elections have not been affected by
such incidents? Reply:

Mr President,

The Legislative Council elections held on 17 September 1995 were a great
success all round. The electoral arrangements were open and fair, and a record
number of electors took part in the elections. Overall, the elections were conducted
smoothly and in an orderly manner.

The incidents mentiohed in the question relate to:

(a) some people having been unable to vote because their names were not found
in the register of electors;

(b) discrepancies which had been identified during the process of vote counting,
i . those between the summary ballot paper accounts and the actual number
of ballot papers found inside the ballot boxes; and (c) miscalculation in the
number of votes counted in the process of votes counting.

Regarding (a), immediately following the elections, the independent Boundary
and Election Commission conducted a thorough investigation into these incidents.
The investigation in respect of the New Territories North-west and New Territories
North constituencies, where two candidates involved also voiced criticism, has been
completed. According to the Commission's findings announced on 12 October 1995,
out of the reported cases in the two constituencies, about 30 - 40% are former electors
whose names had been deleted from the register of electors as a result of the annual
vetting exercise. The rest are either electors who are still on the register but had gone
to the wrong polling stations, or persons who have never been registered as electors.
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On the vetting exercise, it is conducted by the Registration and Electoral Office
every year to ensure the accuracy of the register, which is essential in maintaining the
credibility and integrity of our electoral system. The vetting procedures are elaborate
and are designed to ensure that no electors would be deleted from the register lightly.
There is also an appeal mechanism already built into the existing arrangements to
guard against wrongful deletion. The Commission's findings confirm that the vetting
arrangements had been carried out in accordance with the law.

Regarding (b), a summary ballot paper account was prepared in respect of each
polling station at the close of poll. The discrepancies which occurred between the
accounts and the actual number of ballot papers found inside the ballot boxes could be
caused by miscalculations by polling staff in compiling the accounts. In all cases, the
discrepancies had been verified and rectified by the relevant returning officers in the
presence of the candidates and agents present at the count.

Regarding (c). there was a miscalculation of the number of votes counted in the
Kowloon South-east Constituency. The Commission found that this was due to a
clerical error in that extra votes had been inadvertently added to the total number of
votes received by the losing candidate of that constituency. However, the election
result for this constituency had not been affected.

Following the discovery of the above error, the Registration and Electoral
Office conducted a thorough check of the available counting records in respect of all
the other constituencies and all relevant calculations have been found arithmetically
accurate. The Commission is therefore satisfied that the discrepancy found in the
Kowloon South-east constituency was only an isolated incident.

Results of the Commission's investigations into these incidents have been made
known to the public. They have not altered the fact that the arrangements for the
September Legislative Council elections were open and fair. However, if any
candidate or electors (ten or more) feel aggrieved by the election results, the avenue is -
open to them to consider presenting an election petition to the High Court within two
months of the publication of the result of the elections in accordance with the
provisions laid down in legislation.

End/Wednesday, October 18, 1995
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Traffic congestion at Cross Harbour Tunnel entrance
* k £k ¥k %k

Following is a question by the Hon Chim Pui-chung and a written reply by the
Secretary for Transport, Mr Haider Barma, in the Legislative Council today

(Wednesday):

Question:

In view of the frequent traffic congestion at the Hong Kong entrance to the
Cross Harbour Tunnel, will the Government inform this Council of the following:

(a) whether there is any requirement stipulating that buses and heavy vehicles
must use the left carriageway at the entrance on Hong Kong Island; if so,
what the reasons are;

(b) if the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, whether the Government has
reviewed such a requirement to ensure that it will not cause confusion to

the motorists; and

(c) whether it will study the feasibility of changing such a requirement?

Reply:

Mr President,

(a) It is stipulated in By-law 13 of the Cross Harbour Tunnel By-laws that buses and
other heavy vehicles must use only the left hand lanes in the tunnel, except when
otherwise directed by uniformed tunnel staff. The purpose is to keep slower moving
vehicles in the inside lane for traffic management reasons and for safety reasons. For
example, this would facilitate bus passengers alighting on the kerb side in case of
emergencies. :

(b) The requirement for heavy vehicles to use the left hand lane is sign posted at the
tunnel entrances. This practice is well-known and has not caused any confusion to
motorists. The main cause of traffic congestion at the Hong Kong entrance to the
Cross Harbour Tunnel is not the movement of heavy vehicles to the left hand lane, but
the fact that the tunnel itself is operating far beyond its design capacity.
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(c) Transport Department and the tunnel operators regularly review the traffic flow
system in the tunnel and its approaches, and they are:satisfied that the current
arrangements are the most practical and are justified on traffic management grounds

and for safety reasons.

End/Wednesday, October 18, 1995

Container port industry study
® k K k %

- The following is a question by the Hon Christine Loh and a written reply by the
Secretary for Planning, Environment and Lands, Mr Bowen Leung, in the Legislative

Council today (Wednesday):

Question:

The Government has indicated that it will soon invite tenders for a multi-
million dollar consultancy study on the container port industry and its effects on the
‘long-term sustainability of economic activity in the territory. This study will propose
an economic development plan for the territory's port and port related service sector
industries for the next decade and beyond. Will the Government inform this Council:

(a) of the detailed objectives and cost estimate of the upcoming study; and

(b) whether this study will incorporate the rapid development of manufacturing and
port services in the Pearl River Delta Region? Reply:

Mr President,

The government has no plan for a specific study as described in the Question
but is exploring ideas for a study of sustainability and development for Hong Kong in
the 21st century, including issues relating to the port, developments in the wider
region, and other development issues. We have not yet finalised the scope and costs

of the study.

We expect to be able to include information about the study in the 3rd Review
of the White Paper on the environment, to be published in the next few months.

End/Wednesday, October 18, 1995
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Protection of freedom of the press
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The following is a question by the Hon Leung Yiu-chung and a written reply by
the Secretary for Home Affairs, Mr Michael Suen, in the Legislative Council today
(Wednesday):

Question:

In view of the imprisonment of Mr XI Yang, a Hong Kong newspaper reporter,
by the Chinese Government and the recent cases in which a number of Hong Kong
journalists met with obstruction while making coverage in China (notably the
incidents resulting in the detention of the reporters of Television Broadcasts Limited
and the Next Magazine), will the Government inform this Council:

(a) what follow-up action has been taken by the Hong Kong Government, and
whether it is aware of any action taken by the British Government in connection with
these incidents; and (b) what measures are in place to effect and protect freedom of

the press and to prevent the occurrence of the above incidents in the territory?

Reply:
Mr President,

(a) We have conveyed to the Chinese authorities the widespread concern in Hong
Kong, both in media circles and more widely, about the case of Mr Xi Yang and the
need for clearer guidelines for journalists working in China. In Mr Xi's case, we have
raised the case on many occasions with the Chinese authorities and our efforts were
reinforced by the British Government. Mr Xi's case was raised by Mr Hurd during his
meeting with Vice-Premier Qian Qichen in April 1995 and also by Mr Rifkind during
his recent meeting with Mr Qian in London. The Hong Kong reporters involved in the
two recent incidents were detained only briefly. Neither their families nor their
employers asked us to intervene. Nonetheless, we monitored the developments
closely and were pleased to note that the matters were resolved rapidly in each case.
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(b) Freedom of the press is a vital part of Hong Kong's way of life. It is protected and
guaranteed in the Bill of Rights, the Joint Declaration and the Basic Law. The
Government is fully committed to the principle of press freedom. This commitment is
backed up by a comprehensive review of legislation with the aim of identifying
provisions which might infringe press freedom or conflict with the Bill of Rights. Our
review has covered 53 provisions in 27 Ordinances. To date, we have dealt with 43
provisions, including 31 provisions which have been amended or repealed. We have,
for example, swept away old and excessive regulations to deal with emergencies while
preserving the means to act swiftly to protect public safety in an emergency in ways
which are consistent with the Bill of Rights and the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights. In other areas we have scrapped powers to pre-censor TV and
radio broadcasts, relaxed Police powers regulating public meetings and processions,
restricted the powers of law enforcement agencies to enter premises to search for and
seize journalistic materials, and given the Press more freedom to report and comment
upon court proceedings. Action is in hand to complete work on the remaining laws.

End/Wednesday, October 18, 1995






