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PLUGG ING HONG KONG?’S WATER
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A SPECIAL TEAM OFL'LAw ENFCRCEMENT OFF ICERS HAS BEEN QUIETLY
WAGING WAR ON SOPHISTICATED THIEVES WHO AREZ ROBBING HONG KONG TO
THE TUNE OF SOME $40 MILLION A YEAR,

THEY MAY NOT BE SUPER SLEUTHS LIKE TELEVISION’S CELEBRATED
KOJAK OR COLUMEO, BUT ALREADY THEIR CONSTANT PROBING AND SIMPLE
DEDICATION ARE BEGINNING TC PAY DIVIDENDS,

THEY ARE INVESTIGATORS OF A SPECIAL PROSECUTING UNIT SET UP
LATZ LAST YEAR WITHIN THE PULLIC WCRKS DEPARTMENT TO TRACK DOWN
AND IKDICT HONG KONG’S *wATER THIEVES?,

AT FIRST, THEFT OF PUBLIC WATER W
MATTER OF GRAVE CONCERN, PARTICULARLY
CURRENT HEALTHY STORAGE POSITIO!

NEITHZR WOULD THE RECENT ESTIMATE THAT ABOUT 10 PER CEN
OF HONG KONG’S AVERAGE DAILY CONSUMPTION WAS BEING SIPHCMNED
BY ILLEGAL CONNECTIONS TO GOVERNMENT MAINS, SEEM TOC GIVE RIS
ALARM,

BUT TRANSLATED INTO MONEY TERMS, THE LOSS TO THE COMHUNITY
BECCMES PAINFULLY EVID=ZNT, AMOUNTING TO AW ANNUAL LOSS OF SOMz

340 MILLION TO THE PUBLIC PURSE == ROUGHLY EQUAL TC ONE=F IFTH
OF TOTAL WATER REVENUE.
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+1T 1S NOT THAT THE WATER IS LOST,+ SAIDTHE £,4.D,’S
DIRECTOR OF WATER SUPPLIESyMR. w.D.A, TUCKER, +IT IS OF COURSE
USED, BUT WHAT IS LOST IS THE PUBLIC REVENUE WHICH SHOULD HAVE
RESULTED FROM ITS USE, AND THIS IS A LOSS TO THE COMMUNITY A3
A WHOLE, +

LAST OCTOBER, THE WATER SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT DECIDED TO PUT
A STOP TO IT ALL, AND HONG KONG'’3 FIRST OFFICIAL *WATER SQUAD?
wWAS FORMED WITH ASSISTANT WATERWORKS INSPECTORS MOHAMMED ALI DI
AND YAKOCE ALLADIN SPZARHEADING THE INVESTIGATICNS,

SINCE THEM THEY HAVE CHALKED UP AN

RECORD., IN THEIR FIRST TEN WEZKS THEY UNCOVERED ENOUGH
TO SEND 32 CASES OF ALLEGED WATER THEFT TO COURT.
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BY THE rhu OF JAQUHRY THIS YEAR, THEY HAD WON 18 CONVICTIONS
(WITH FINZS RANGING FROM $600 TO 41, 537; AND WERE WAITING FOR THE
OTHzZR 20 CASES TO GO BEFORE THE lﬂGloTnAT*b

iZIR INVESTIGATIONS HAVE TAKEN THEM FROM SIMPLE DWELL INGS
TO LUXURIOUS APARTMENTS AND ON COUNTLESS ROOFTOPS WHERc IN SOME

CASES A SYSTEM OF HOSES HAVc ZctEN UNCOVERED SIPHONING OFF ILLICIT
WwATER SUPPLIES FROM ROOFTOP TANKS.

DURING ITS INVESTIGATIONS, THz UNIT HAS COME ACROSS SOME
ILLICIT TECHNIQUZS THAT WOULD DO JUSTICE TC ANY PROFESSIONAL.

IN ONE PARTICULAR CASE, AN INNOCENT-LOOKING CONNECTION TO
A GOVERNMENT MAIN LED TO AN UNDERGROUND NETWORK OF PIPES SCME 30
METRES LONG, COVcRED WITH CONCRETE, THAT HAD OBVIOUSLY BEEN LAID
BY PEOPLE WHO KNEW WHAT PROFESS IONAL PLUMBING WAS ALL AEBOUT.

IN ANOTHER, A BUILDER ACTUALLY CONNECTED A PIPE TO A FIRE
HYDRANT AND INSTALLED AN IMITATICON WATER METER THAT LOCKED SO
GENUINE THAT FOR SOME TIME IT PASSED UNNOTICED IN POLICE, FIRE
AND WATERWORKS INSPECTIONS.

+EUT WE'Rc LEARNING THE TRICKS,+ SAID MR. MOHAMMED DIN. +WB
NCW MORE OR LESS KNOW WHAT TO LOOK FOR SC IT IS MORE DIFFICULT
FOR ILLEGAL CONNECTIONS TC GO UNNOTICED,+

AT PRESENT THE PROSECUTING UNIT IS RELYING ON CONSUMER
COMPLA INTS, TIPS FROM POLICE AND EVIDENCE GATHERED ON THE IR
OwWN PATROLS.

HOWEVER, MOVES ARE UNDERWAY TO EXPAND THE UNIT AND GIVE IT
NEW TEETH IN ITS DRIVE AGAINST WATER THIEVES.

SAID MR, TUCKER:+TH=ZSE MALPRACTICES ARE TANTAMOUNT TOC
STEAL ING FROM THE COMMUNITY, AND VIGOROUS ACTION WILL BE TAKEN
TO PUT AN END TO THEM.

+A GCOD START HAS BEEN MADE BUT WE HAVE EVERY INTENTION
TO FURTHER STEP UP OUR INVESTIGATIONS .AND ERING QFFZNDERS TC
EOOK. +
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COLDEST JANUARY SINCE 1934
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THE FIRST MONTH 7 wAS MORZ CLOUDY AND MUCH COLDER
£ CF ONLY 13.7 DEGREES CELSIUS
R JANUARY SINCE 1934,

THAN USUAL viT. A MEAN TI I:“"T JRE
WHICH WAS THE We N FO

ALTHOUGH THE MONTHLY RAINFALL OF 20.1 MM WAS ALMOST
40 PER CENT BELCW AVER THE HUMIDITY WAS HIGHER THAN NORMAL.

THE COLD WEATHER WHICH SET IN LATE ON CHRISTMAS DAY LAST
YEAR CONTINUZD TO PRZVAIL DURING THE FIRST FIFTZEN DAYS OF THE
MONTH AND THE WEATHER WAS GEMNERALLY CLCUDY TC OVERCAST WITH
CCCASIONAL LIGHT RAIN,

THE ROYAL OZSERVATORY ISSUED A FROST WARNING ON JANUARY 4
AHEN A REPLENISHMENT OF COLD AIR ARRIVED FROM THE NORTH.
T="PERATURE BEGAN TO FALL STEADILY AND IN THE MORMING OF
JANUARY 5 A READING OF 6,2 DEGREES CELSIUS WAS RECORDED WHICH
WAS THE LOWEST TEMPERATURE OF THE MONTH.

THE WEATHER BECAME FINE ON JANUARY 11, BUT A WEAK COLD
FRONT PASSED THRCUGH HCNG KONG LAT” NEXT DAY AND BROUGHT
i IDESPREAD CLOUDINESS DURING THE NEXT THREE DAYS,

ON JANUARY 16 THE WEATHER GRA UALLY IMPROVED AND HONG
KONG HAD FINE AND MILD WEATHER wITH SLOWLY RISING TEMPERATURES
IN THE FOLLOWING TEN DAYS.

IN THE AFTERNOCOK OF JANUARY 26, A MAXIMUM TEMPERATURE CF
22,6 DEGREEZS CELSIUS WAS RECORDEL WHICH WAS THE HIGHEST OF
THE MONTH.

HOWEVER, CLOUDY AND COOL C?HDIT!ONS RETURNED WITH THE
PASSING OF ANOTHER COLD FRONT ON JANUARY 27.

DURING THE LAST TWO DAYS OF THE MONTH, TEMPERATURES FELL
TO NEAR FREEZING ON HIGH GROUND AND WARNINEGS OF FROST AND
ICE WERE ISSUED,

DURING THE MONTH, NO TROPICAL CYCLONES WERE REPORTED OVER
THE W*STERN NORTH PACIFIC AKD THE SCUTH CHINA SEA AND NC
AIRCRAFT WERE DIVERTED FROM THE HONG XKONG INTERNATIONAL
AIRPORT DU: TO ADVERSE WEATHER CONDITIONS

THE STRONG MONSOON SIGNAL WAS HCIS Ol Ok JANUARY 30
WHEN WINDS FRESHENED FRCM THE NORTH AS ? ESU OF THE
INTENSIFICATION OF THE CONTINENTAL ANTI lE OVER NORTH
CA INA,

e e e Wk




MONDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 1977.

REPORT ON 1972 CENSUS COF INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION NOW
ON SALE
X Xk K %

THE REPORT ON THE CENSUS OF INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION FOR 1973,
CONDUCTED BY THE CENSUS AND STATISTICS DEPARTMENT, IS NOW AVAILABLE
FOR SALE AT THE GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS CENTRE, GENERAL POST OFF ICE,
CENTRAL.

IN 1974, THE DEPARTMENT CARRIED OUT A COMPREHENSIVE CENSUS
OF ESTABL ISHMENTS ENGAGED IN MINING, QUARRYING, MANUFACTUR ING,
AND IN THE SUPPLY OF ELECTRICITY AND GAS IN RESPECT OF THE YEAR
1273.

THE CENSUS WAS THE FIRST OF ITS KIND IN HONG KONG AND
COLLECTED DATA ANALYSING THE STRUCTURE AND PERFORMANCE OF HONG
KONG’S INDUSTRIES. STATISTICS OBTAINED FROM THE CENSUS INCLUDE
NUMBER OF PERSONS ENGAGED, MAN-HOURS WORKED AND LABOUR COST,
PURCHASES OF MATERIALS AND FUELS, PAYMENTS FOR INDUSTRIAL SERVICES,
OTHER OPERATING EXPENSES, OUTPUT AND SALES, CHANGES IN STOCKS,
VALUE ADDED BY PROCESS OF INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION, AND BOOK VALUES
RELATING TO THE ACQUISITION AND CONSUMPTION OF FIXED ASSETS.

+THE CENSUS RESULTS ARE USUALLY A USEFUL SQURCE OF
INFORMATION IN ECONOMIC ANALYSIS, PARTICULARLY WITH REGARD TO
CONTRIBUTION OF THE INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TO OVERALL EMPLOYMENT,

QUTPUT AND INCOME OF THE ECONOMY,+ A SPOKESMAN FOR THE CENSUS
AND STATISTICS DEPARTMENT SAID. +INVESTORS, BUSINESSMEN AND
RESEARCH ORGANISATIONS WILL FIND THE REPORT A HELPFUL PIECE OF

REFERENCE MATERIAL, +

THE PRESENT REPORT WHICH CONTAINS SUMMARIZED STATISTICS IS
ON SALE AT $30 A COPY. DETAILED BREAKDOWNS OF STATISTICS WILL
BE PUBLISHED IN A SECOND REPCRT.
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SELECTION AND ALLOCATION FOR POST-FORM |11 EDUCATION
* X X X ¥

THE SECRETARY OF THE WORKING PARTY ON SELECTION AND ALLOCATION
FOR POST=-FORM |11 EDUCATION TODAY REMINDED EDUCATIONAL BODIES,
EMPLOYERS AND MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC THAT THE CLOSING DATE FOR
SUEMISSION OF SUGGESTIONS AND COMMENTS IS FEBRUARY 28, 1977.

THE WORKING PARTY WAS SET UP RECENTLY BY THE DIRECTOR OF
EDUCATION TO ADVISE HIM ON THZ QUESTION OF SELECTION AND ALLOCATION
OF PUPILS FOR POST-FORM |11 EDUCATION FOLLOWING THE PROVISION OF
A SUBSIDIZED FORM | = FORM I1| PLACE FOR EVERY PRIMARY VI LEAVER
AND THE ABOLITION OF THE S,S.E.E. IN 1978. AT ITS FIRST MEETING
IN EARLY JANUARY THE WORKING PARTY DECIDED TO INVITE COMMENTS AND
SUGGESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC.

COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS SHOULD BE MADE IN WRITING TO THE
SECRETARY, WORKING PARTY ON SELECTION AND ALLOCATION FOR POST—FORM
|11 EDUCATION, C/0 EDUCATION DEPARTMENT, LEE GARDENS, 3RD FLOOR,
HYSAN AVENUE, HONG KONG.
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