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what preparatory or preliminary work, consultancy studies and design
works of the project have been completed now; and whether the KCRC
has notified, or obtained the agreement of, the Government before
undertaking the consultancy studies and design works?

Reply:
Mr President,

As a next stage of their consultancy work, KCRC plan to carry out a series of
technical studies, comprising 20 contracts and costing approximately HK$750 million.
To date 11 of them costing approximately HK$560 million have been tendered, but no
contracts have yet been awarded. The scope of these technical studies will cover the
entire railway from West Kowloon to Tuen Mun Central, Lok Ma Chau and Lo Wu;
details are annexed to this reply.

These technical studies are essential for developing the Western Corridor
Railway project from the present conceptual level to a level of detail that is sufficient
to establish a firm alignment, resolve key engineering and other issues identified, and

improve the accuracy of the estimated project cost. In other words they will provide
the necessary information to support in-depth consideration and decisions by
Government.

KCRC's present estimate is that the project will require some 400 hectares of
land, of which 270 hectares of government land will need to be cleared and 130
hectares of private land resumed. These involve a large number of residential,
agricultural, commercial and village areas, as well as more than one thousand graves.
According to a preliminary assessment recently completed by Lands Department, this
resumption and clearance exercise will take about 5 years to complete. This suggests
that construction is likely to have to begin later than envisaged in KCRC's proposed
programme, and that the target completion date will have to be revised accordingly, to
beyond 2001.

Given this development, it may no longer be necessary for KCRC to proceed
with their planned technical studies all at the same time. Government has therefore
asked KCRC to consider limiting at the present stage the scope of the studies to those
which are essential for establishing a firm alignment for the Western Corridor
Railway, so as to minimise the requirements for land resumption and clearance.
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Following completion of the technical studies, and when Government has
decided to proceed with the project, KCRC will need to commission more consultancy
contracts for detailed design and construction supervision work.

On the question of Chinese consultation referred to by the Honourable Member,
Government has kept the Chinese side of the JLG informed of developments of the
Western Corridor Railway project. We have also undertaken to consult them before
any decision that would commit the future Special Administrative Region Government
(SARG) is taken. I would emphasise that the technical studies are part and parcel of
the planning process. They are preparatory work which do not on their own commit
the Government or indeed the future SARG to going ahead with the project.

As regards part (b) of the question, the consultancy studies completed by
KCRC so far have led to their submission of the Full Proposal on the project to
Government. This Proposal :

(a)  contains an outline scheme for the railway, preliminary cost estimate and
financial analysis;

provides a preliminary assessment of key legal, land, transportation,

engineering and environmental issues that need to be further addressed;

(c) sets out KCRC's views on the engineering feasibility and financial
viability of the project; and

(d)  provides a basis for discussion between KCRC and Government, and for
further technical work to be carried out.

KCRC have, since submission of their proposal, been making preparations for
the technical studies, and have called for tender for 11 consultancy contracts.
Shortlisted tenderers have been identified but, as I have mentioned earlier, no contracts
have been awarded.

In summary, KCRC have been carrying out studies since 1991 on or related to
the WCR project, all in full compliance with the obligations and powers laid down in
the KCRC Ordinance. The Corporation are not required to specifically notify, or
obtain agreement from, Government before undertaking the consultancy studies and
design work. Nevertheless, Government is in close liaison with the Corporation over
the various aspects of their proposal and has therefore been kept informed of these
studies.

End
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Govt's stance on KCRC after-tax profits explained
* %k k ¥ %

Following is a question by the Hon Eric Li Ka-cheung and a reply by the acting
Secretary for Transport, Mr Paul Leung, in the Legislative Council today
(Wednesday):

Question:

The Kowloon-Canton Railway Corporation (the Corporation) recorded after-tax
profits of around $1.1 billion and $0.9 billion in 1994 and 1995 respectively.
However, the Government did not request the Corporation to pay to the Government a
sum from the Corporation's net profit in these two years under section 9(1) of the
Kowloon-Canton Railway Corporation Ordinance. In this connection, will the
Government inform this Council :

(a) of the basis and considerations for the Government not asking the
Corporation to make the above payment to the Government; and whether
the Government's decision was related to the expenses which the
Corporation will spend on consultancy studies concerning the proposed
Western Corridor Railway project;

whether it knows if the Corporation will seek to secure loans to pay for
the expenses in connection with the above consultancy studies; and

whether the Government has discussed with the Managing Board of the

Corporation the question of the Corporation making payment to the
Government for this year and thereafter; if so, what the outcome is?

Reply:

Mr President,

(@) In 1994, Governemnt decided not to direct KCRC to make payments
primarily in view of KCRC's plans to spend in 1995 $3 billion on capital
improvements including $120 million on the preliminary studies relating
to the Western Corridor Railway proposal.

In 1995, Government again decided not to direct KCRC to make
payments on broadly similar grounds, namely KCRC's plans to spend in
1996 $2.5 billion for upgrading facilities and services, $1.5 billion on
further studies relating to the Western Corridor Railway proposal and
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The decisions not to direct KCRC to make payments were to enable
KCRC to plough back profits to meet their funding requirements. It is
worth noting that in the four years 1990-1993, Government directed
KCRC to make payments averaged about $144 million per annum.

We understand that KCRC intend to raise a $3 billion loan later this
year. This will form part of KCRC's working capital to meet the
Corporation's overall operating requirements, including the expenditure
items listed in the answer to part (a) of the question. It is not appropriate
to make artificial allocations of the working capital towards individual
expenditure items.

Government will consider each year whether KCRC should be directed
to make payments in that year in the light of the finances and business
plans of the KCRC. In so doing, Government will take the views of the
KCRC Managing Board. No separate discussion is held with the Board
specifically on the question of such payments.

As regards payments for this year and thereafter, Government has so far not
taken a decision.

End

Publicity expenses for housing policies explained
* % %k % ¥

Following is a question by the Hon Federick Fung and a reply by the Secretary
for Housing, Mr Dominic S W Wong, in the Legislative Council today (Wednesday):

Question:

It is learnt that the Housing Authority spent about $2.72 million in 1995/96 on
publicising the policy of "Safeguarding Rational Allocation of Public Housing
Resources", of which $1.3 million was spent on publicity in newspapers and on radio
and television. On the other hand, the accumulated expenses on publicising the "Rent
Assistance Scheme" since its implementation in 1992/93 only amounted to some
$580,000, averaging about $145,000 per year. In this connection, will be Government
inform this Council if it is aware:
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of the reasons for such a disparity in the expenses on publicising the two
housing policies; and

whether additional provision will be made available for publicising the
"Rent Assistance Scheme" so that regular publicity can be launched in
newspapers and on radio and television; if so, when the additional
provision will be forthcoming; if not, why not?

Reply:
Mr President,

It would not be appropriate to compare publicity expenses for the Rent
Assistance Scheme directly with those for the consultation document on
"Safeguarding the Rational Allocation of Public Housing Resources". The nature,
scale, people targets and approaches of the two publicity drives are basically very
different.

The purpose of the consultation document on "Safeguarding the Rational
Allocation of Public Housing Resources" was to introduce a new policy to address the
problem of "better-off tenants" living in public rental housing. Since the proposals

would have a direct bearing on all sitting and future public rental housing tenants, and
were a fundamental issue of allocation and use of public resources, we had to handle
the consultation with great care. We aimed to encourage discussion among different
sectors of the community through various channels, with a view to obtaining the
widest possible feedback from the community within the three-month consultation
period.

On the contrary, the Rent Assistance Scheme is not a new policy. It has been
in operation since 1992. The target group is confined to sitting tenants facing
temporary financial difficulties. So far, over 1,400 families have benefited under the
Scheme. The publicity expenditure incurred under this Scheme relates mainly to the
use of posters, pamphlets and radio commercials. Apart from these normal publicity
activities, we also make use of other opportunities to promote the Scheme, for
example, through daily contacts of Housing Department staff and Estate Liaison
Officers with tenants. We also remind those households in need to apply for
assistance under the Scheme through notification letters to tenants on rent revision and
the Housing Authority's bi-monthly newsletters. The expenses incurred on these more
direct promotion activities are not included in the publicity expenditure of the Rent
Assistance Scheme.

In 1996/97. we have budgeted for some $200,000 in connection with publicity

of the Rent Assistance Scheme. We will launch more newspaper advertisements and
radio commercials, and revamp the package of printed materials on the Scheme.

End
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Western District development plan
® ok ok % ¥k

Following is a question by the Hon Edward Ho Sing-tin and a written reply by
the Secretary for Planning, Environment and Lands, Mr Bowen Leung, in the
Legislative Council today (Wednesday):

Question:

The sites surrounded by Kennedy Town New Praya, Catchick Street, Davis
Street, Cadogan Street and Belcher's Street in Western District have been zoned as a
Comprehensive Development Area for more than seven years, and there have not been
plans by any public or private agencies to develop the sites comprehensively. In view
of this, will the Government inform this Council whether it has any definite plan for a
comprehensive development of these sites and if not, whether it will apply to the
Town Planning Board to re-zone these sites for residential or commercial uses so that
the private property owners concerned can develop the properties on their own?

Answer:
Mr President,

The Hong Kong Housing Society (HKHS) obtained approval from the Town
Planning Board in 1992 to carry out the Comprehensive Development Area (CDA)
project in question. HKHS subsequently found that if all the demands for
compensation and rehousing by the owners and residents were to be fully met, the
project would not be financially viable. HKHS then considered a number of options
for discussion with the Government on how the project could be taken forward. In
January 1996, the Government invited the Land Development Corporation (LDC) to
study, on a "no commitment" basis, the feasibility of taking over the project from
HKHS. LDC put forward an initial proposal in March 1996 for discussion with
HKHS and the Government. We will conclude our consideration of the project as
soon as possible, and hope to work out a feasible way forward on the implementation
of the project before the Town Planning Board's approval to HKHS expires on 25
September 1996. We have no plan at this stage to re-zone the area for other uses.

End
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Legality of vehicles fitted with crashproof headframes
* % % % %

Following is a question by the Hon Cheung Hon-chung and a written reply by
the acting Secretary for Transport, Mr Paul Leung, in the Legislative Council today
(Wednesday):

Question:

Many vehicles (such as 7-seater private cars, light goods vehicles and light
goods/passenger vans) are now installed with crashproof headframes after registration.
According to overseas studies reported in the press, pedestrians who are hit by
vehicles installed with this type of headframes may suffer serious injury or death. In
view of this, will the Government inform this Council whether the installation of
crashproof headframes on vehicles after registration is legal; if not, whether
prosecution will be instituted against owners of such vehicles?

Reply:
Mr President,

There is no evidence in Hong Kong to suggest that the anti-collision bars
installed on some vehicles are hazardous to other road users.

The fitting of anti-collision bars to vehicles does not constitute an offence under
the Road Traffic Ordinance. However, if any anti-collision bar obscures the lights or
registration plates of the vehicle, or creates sharp projections that may endanger other
road users, the owner of the vehicle is liable to be prosecuted under the Road Traffic
(Construction and Maintenance of Vehicles) Regulations or the Road Traffic
(Registration and Licensing of Vehicles) Regulations. Any person committing such an
offence is liable upon conviction to a maximum fine of $10,000 and to imprisonment
for 6 months.

End
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Proposal to set up mortgage corporation
* ok % %k %

Following is the question by the Hon Sin Chung-kai and a written reply by the
Secretary for Financial Services, Mr Raphel Hui, in the Legislative Council today
(Wednesday):

Question:

Regarding the proposal to set up a Mortgage Corporation, will the Government
inform this Council:

(a)

why, in addition to playing the role of an agency or a regulatory body in
assessing the quality of mortgage pool, the Mortgage Corporation should
take up the intermediary role which can be played by the private sector;

of the benchmark which will be adopted by the Mortgage Corporation in
setting the price of the mortgage-backed securities (MBS);

of the difference in status between the MBS issued by the Mortgage
Corporation and the Exchange Fund Notes issued by Hong Kong
Monetary Authority;

whether it knows of any government-owned mortgage corporation in
other countries which is incorporated as a private limited company; and

whether it knows of any central bank in other countries which runs
profit-making businesses such as a mortgage corporation?

A mortgage corporation is a financial intermediary operating on a
commercial basis. It typically purchases residential mortgage loans from
loan originators and funds such purchase through the issue of debt
securities. It assesses the quality of the mortgage loan pool for the
purpose of managing the credit risk of the mortgage loans it purchases.
It does not perform the credit assessment function for regulatory
purposes.
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While the banking system has been playing a predominant role in the
intermediation of mortgage funds, there is a major difference between
intermediation by the banking system and that by a mortgage
corporation. Banks rely mostly on short-term funding (e.g. short-term
customer deposits and interbank deposits) to finance long term
mortgages. A mortgage corporation, on the other hand, raises long-term
funds to fund mortgage purchase, thus avoiding the maturity mismatch
between its liabilities and assets. A mortgage corporation thus helps to
improve the robustness of the home financing system.

As evidenced by the experience of mortgage corporations overseas,
government support is essential for the successful operation of the
corporation, especially at the initial stage, as this will greatly facilitate
the acceptance of the corporation by the market. This view is shared by
the banking sector and capital market participants.

The price of the debt securities issued by the mortgage corporation will
be determined by the market.

Under the proposal, the mortgage corporation will issue unsecured debt
paper in the first phase, followed by the introduction of the mortgage-
backed securities (MBS). The unsecured paper will constitute the
general obligations of the mortgage corporation. The MBS will be
backed by a pool of mortgages. The revenue generated by the mortgage
pool (i.e. payment of principal and interest by mortgagors) will be
passed onto the MBS holders. Both the unsecured paper and the MBS
issued by the mortgage corporation will not be guaranteed by the
government.

The Exchange Fund Notes constitute the direct, unsecured,
unconditional and general obligations of the Hong Kong Government for
the account of the Exchange Fund.

As far as we are aware, Cagamas Berhad, the national mortgage
corporation in Malaysia, is 20% owned by the Bank Negara Malaysia
(the central bank of Malaysia). The remaining equity is owned by other
financial institutions. It is registered as a company under the Companies
Act. FANMAC Limited of Australia is 25% owned by the State of New
South Wales and the remaining equity is owned by financial institutions.
It has been incorporated as a private company since its inception in
1986. The Federal National Mortgage Association (Fannie Mae), the
largest mortgage corporation in the USA, was set up and initially wholly
owned by the US Federal Government. It was partitioned into two
separate entities in 1968. Fannie Mae became a listed company whereas
the Government National Mortgage Association (Ginnie Mae) remains a
government agency.
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We do net have complete information on the various types of businesses
undertaken by central banks/monetary authorities in other economies.
As far as we are aware, many central banks/monetary authorities
conduct a wide range of activities, some of which may generate profits.

“Notable examples include the management of official reserves, currency
issue and the provision of securities clearing and settlement service.
Specifically in relation to mortgage corporations, we understand that
Cagamas Berhad, the national mortgage corporation in Malaysia, is 20%
owned by Bank Negara Malaysia, the country's central bank. It is a
profit-making institution earning RM61.8 million in 1994.

Widening of Tai Tam Road planned

ok % % %

Following is a question by the Hon Howard Young and a written reply by the
acting Secretary for Transport, Mr Paul Leung, in the Legislative Council today

(Wednesday):
Question:

There has been an increase in the population in Tai Tam and its nearby areas as
a result of the completion of a number of new residential projects in the area. This has
led to an increase in traffic volume which will increase the risk of traffic accidents
occurring along the narrow road on the Tai Tam Reservoir dam connecting the eastern
and south-eastern parts of Hong Kong Island. In view of this, will the Government
inform this Council whether it has any plan to widen the roads in the areas adjacent to
Tai Tam, particularly the narrow road on the dam; if so, what the plans are; if not, why
not?

Reply:
Mr President,

There is a plan to widen the section of Tai Tam Road adjacent to the reservoir
from a 5.0m carriageway to a standard 7.3m two-lane carriageway to provide a

capacity compatible with the rest of Tai Tam Road. The scope of the project
comprises:
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widening the section of Tai Tam Road over Tai Tam Tuk Reservoir Dam
to a standard 7.3m wide two-lane carriageway;

improving the alignment with widening of the southern approach to the
dam;

construction of a 1.6m wide pedestrian footpath alongside the
carriageway;

associated landscaping work; and
(v) stabilisation works to the dam, if necessary.
Subject to the allocation of the necessary resources, consultants will be

appointed to undertake the site investigation and detailed design. We expect work to
commence towards the end of 2000 for completion in 2002.

Status of offenders detained under HMP
* % ¥ ¥ ¥

Following is a question by the Hon Christine Loh Kung-wai and a written reply
by the Secretary for Security, Mr Peter Lai, in the Legislative Council today
(Wednesday):

Question:

Before the abolition of capital punishment, persons who were under 18 years
old convicted of murder were sentenced to be detained subject to Her Majesty's
Pleasure. Will the Government inform this Council whether any thought has been
given to the arrangements which would be made concerning the status of such
prisoners in Hong Kong after 1997, when Her Majesty will no longer be able to
signify her pleasure through the Governor in respect of Hong Kong prisoners?




Reply:

Under section 70 of the Criminal Procedure Ordinance (Cap 221), which was
repealed in 1993, the court could order a young offender who was under 18 when the
offence was committed to be detained until Her Majesty's pleasure (HMP) shall be
known. There are now 24 persons serving such sentences.

At present, the Governor may pardon or remit the sentence of any offender
(including offenders detained under HMP) pursuant to Article XV of the Letters
Patent. After 30 June 1997, the Chief Executive will be similarly empowered under
Article 48(12) of the Basic Law.

End

Amusement games centres inspection
* % % k ¥

Following is a question by the Hon Cheung Man-kwong and a written reply by
the Secretary for Broadcasting, Culture and Sport, Mr Chau Tak-hay, in the

Legislative Council today (Wednesday):
Question:

Since the implementation of the Amusement Game Centres Ordinance (the
Ordinance) in December 1993, some amusement game centres are still found
providing video games with obscene, gambling or violent contents and also allowing
children to play these games in contravention of the licensing conditions for such
centres. In this connection, will the Government inform this Council of:

(a)  the number of inspections conducted on amusement game centres as
well as the number of amusement game centres inspected by the
Television and Entertainment Licensing Authority (TELA) in 1994 and
1995;

the total number of written warnings issued by TELA to those
amusement game centres providing video games with obscene, gambling
or violent contents, and the number of amusement game centres whose
licenses have been revoked or which have been prosecuted for providing
such games, since the implementation of the Ordinance; and
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the total number of amusement game centres licensed to admit persons
of the age of 16 and above which have been warned or prosecuted, or
whose licences have been suspended, for admitting children under the
age of 16 or wearing school uniform since the implementation of the
Ordinance?

Reply:

Mr President,

The replies to the three points raised in the question are:

(a) TELA conducted 1,363 and 1,345 inspections on amusement games
centres in 1994 and 1995 respectively, involving 566 and 511
amusement game centres respectively;

between December 1993 and May 1996, TELA issued 700 written
warnings to those amusement game centres providing video games with
obscene, gambling or violent contents. No amusement game centre has
had its licence revoked for offering such games, however, the licences of
three centres were suspended. 15 amusement game centres have been
prosecuted by the Police for providing such games; and

between December 1993 and May 1996, 155 amusement game centres
licensed to admit persons of the age of 16 and above have been warned
for admitting children under the age of 16 or wearing school uniform.
177 amusement game centres have been prosecuted by the Police on
these grounds, but no amusement game centre has had its licence
revoked or suspended.
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Emergency vehicles access to crowded small house areas
* K k ¥k %k

Following is a question by the Hon Cheung Bing-leung and a written reply by
the Secretary for Planning, Environment and Lands, Mr Bowen Leung, in the
Legislative Council today (Wednesday):

Question:

At present, clusters of village houses and small houses built in close proximity
to one another exist in certain areas of the New Territories, giving rise to concerns
about the handling of emergencies in such areas. In view of this, will the Government
inform this Council:

(a)

(b)

(c)

Answer:

Mr President,

(a)

whether the granting of approval for the construction of village houses
or small houses in such areas is subject to sufficient clearance being
provided for access of emergency vehicles (e.g. fire engines and
ambulances);

if the answer to (a) is in the negative, how it ensures that there is
sufficient clearance in such areas for access of emergency vehicles in
case of emergencies; and

whether the authorities concerned have encountered any difficulty or
delay in carrying out rescue operations in such areas in the past three
years due to the above problem; if so, of the number of such cases? .

Although the provision of emergency vehicular access (EVA) is not a
statutory requirement in approving the construction of small houses, the
small house grant conditions require the grantee to provide at his own
expense and to the satisfaction of the Director of Fire Services (DFS)
snitable means of access for the passage of fire services appliances and
personnel to any structures erected or to be erected on the lot
Furthermore, the grantee shall at all times maintain such means of access
and keep the same free from obstruction;
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EVA is also planned in the layouts for village/small houses
developments either through plan preparation or processing of planning
applications in accordance with the requirement imposed by DFS. For
Village Expansion Areas, the provision of EVA always forms part of the
total development package; and

Fire Services Department has not encountered any difficulty or delay in
carrying out rescue operations in such areas in the past three years.

Measures to monitor air quality inside road tunnels
TEEE

Following is a question by the Hon Choy Kan-pui and a written reply by the
Secretary for Planning, Environment and Lands, Mr Bowen Leung, in the Legislative
Council today (Wednesday):

Question:

Will the Government inform this Council whether the Environmental
Protection Department (EPD) is responsible for undertaking tests on the air quality
inside all existing road tunnels in the territory to ascertain if the air quality therein
meets the standard set by the EPD; if so, what measures does the EPD have for
monitoring the air quality inside the road tunnels in order to safeguard the public's
health?

Answer:
Mr President,

The role of the Environmental Protection Department (EPD) is to assist
Transport Department (TD) in vetting the air quality monitoring results submitted by
the tunnel operators. The Department also advises on measures to maintain acceptable
air quality, for example, by issuing "Practice Notes on Control of Air Pollution in
Vehicle Tunnels" in 1993 to all tunnel operators. These Notes set down guidelines on
the minimum requirements for three air pollutants: carbon monoxide, nitrogen dioxide
and sulphur dioxide.
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The operation of the existing road tunnels, including the future Western
Harbour Crossing, is governed either by legislation, or by the relevant terms of
management contracts. Both the legislation and the management contracts require
tunnel operators to monitor continuously the concentration of carbon monoxide and to
ensure that it does not exceed the prescribed limits. The TD conducts weekly
monitoring checks to confirm compliance. These checks indicate so far that carbon
monoxide concentrations are by and large within the legal limits.

The Administration would wish to examine whether improvements to the
arrangements for maintaining air quality within the tunnels for other emissions
standards can be achieved. The Administration will therefore discuss with the tunnel
operators, as soon as possible, what further measures, such as the installation of
nitrogen dioxide monitors, could be implemented to ensure an acceptable level of air
quality in the tunnel.

End

Measures to tackle addicts injecting drugs in staircases
TEEE

Following is a question by the Hon Albert Chan Wai-yip and a written reply by
the Secretary for Security, Mr Peter Lai, in the Legislative Council today
(Wednesday): :

Question:

Recently. I have received numerous complaints from residents in Tsuen Wan
concerning drug addicts taking drugs by injection in the staircases of private buildings
and leaving behind a lot of used syringes. Although I have referred such cases to the
Police on a number of occasions, the residents making the complaints have claimed
that the situation has not improved. In view of this, will the Government inform this
Council :

(a)  whether the Police will take action if members of the public who witness
drug addicts taking drugs by injection in staircases report such cases
through the '999' emergency hotline;




(b)

(c)

Reply:
Mr President,

(a)

(b)

(c)

L

what plans and measures are in place to tackle the problem of drug
addicts taking drugs by injection in the staircases of private buildings;
and

of the effectiveness of the 'high-rise patrol programme' which the Police
had carried out in buildings located in crime blackspots; and whether the
programme is still in place, if so, whether it will consider extending the
areas covered by the programme?

The Police respond to all reports of crime received through the '999'
hotline, irrespective of the nature of the report.

Regular Police patrols will detect drug addicts taking drugs by injection
in the staircases of private buildings. The Police has targeted known
blackspots and will respond to reports of such crimes. In buildings
where drug addicts are known to have injected drugs in staircases, the
Tsuen Wan District Office has encouraged the owners' corporations or
Mutual Aid Committees to step up building management measures.
These include encouraging them to improve the lighting in public areas
(e.g. staircases) of those buildings.

"High-rise patrols" have long been a feature of regular day-to-day Police
work and are assessed to be very effective. Their need varies from area
to area, and their deployment is at the discretion of the area Police
Commander who will take into account the specific circumstances of the
area, including known blackspots. On average, the Tsuen Wan district
conducts 40 high-rise patrols daily. These patrols cover, inter alia, those
private buildings which have attracted crimes and / or complaints from
the public of nuisances involving drug addiction.
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Monitoring of textbooks quality
k ok k ¥ %

Following is a question by the Hon Eric Li Ka-cheung and a written reply by

the Secretary

Education and Manpower, Mr Joseph Wong, in the Legislative Council

today (Wednesday):

Question:

In view of the large number of textbooks publishers in the territory and the
varied standards of the textbooks, will the Government inform this Council :

(a)
(b)

(c)

Reply:
Mr President,

(a)

of the measures in place to monitor the contents of textbooks:
whether it will consider regulating the selling prices of textbooks; and

whether it has any knowledge of the criteria adopted by schools in the
selection of textbooks?

The responsibility for monitoring the quality of textbooks rests with the
Education Department. The Department has set up a Textbooks
Committee to compile and issue a Recommended Textbooks List for
kindergartens, primary and secondary schools. The Committee is chaired
by the deputy to the Chief Executive of the Curriculum Development
Institute of the Education Department, and comprises representatives of
Textbooks Review Panels. Members of these Panels comprise mainly
practising teachers of relevant subjects drawn from public sector schools
and Education Department subject specialists.

If publishers wish to put their publications on the Recommended List,
they may submit draft texts for review by the Textbooks Committee. The
relevant Review Panels will check the drafts against the recommended
syllabuses and guidelines endorsed by the Curriculum Development
Council to ensure that the textbooks meet the Council's requirements and
that their contents and formats are acceptable.
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(b) In line with our established policy of minimum market intervention,
Government does not and has no intention to regulate the price of
textbooks.

However, the Education Department issues a circular letter to schools annually
advising schools to minimise the financial burden on parents which may arise
from the purchase of textbooks. These include:

(i) schools should consider the prices when selecting textbooks for their
students and to provide the prices on school textbook lists for parents'
reference;

school textbook lists should give full details of all textbooks required for
the new term to ensure freedom of choice for parents in the purchase of
new or second-hand copies;

students should not be required to purchase the latest edition of books
printed in the school textbook lists if the earlier editions owned by
students can still be used for learning with teachers' assistance; and

schools should not recommend supplementary teaching materials, such
as exercises, tests, workbooks etc. unless there are good educational
reasons.

In addition, under an administrative "three-year rule", publishers wishing to
revise their textbooks have to submit proposed revisions to the Education
Department for vetting. The Department normally endorses only those revisions
which are significant or substantial. The Education Department is also in
regular contact with publisher associations on matters relating to publishing and
vetting of textbooks.

(c) Education Department advises schools to choose textbooks from its
Recommended Textbooks List. The main guiding principle is the
specific educational needs of the students, which may vary from school
to school. The relevant subject sections of the Advisory Inspectorate of
the Education Department provides advice to school authorities on the
appropriate choice of textbooks as necessary. The Education Department
does not accept the fact that a school has a standing arrangement with a
particular publisher as a valid reason for the choice of a particular
textbook.
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Admission to engineering faculties
¥ %k % % %

Following is a question Dr the Hon Samuel Wong and a written reply by the
Secretary for Education and Manpower, Mr Joseph Wong, in the Legislative Council

today (Wednesday):

Question:
Will the Government inform this Council of :

(a) the respective numbers of students admitted to various Departments in
the Engineering Faculty (including the Department of Computer Studies)
in each of the tertiary institutions in the 1995/96 academic year; and

the number of the above students who are already in possession of a
Higher Diploma or Certificate in Engineering, as well as the number of
such students who have been admitted directly to study in the second
year of their programmes, in each of the tertiary institutions?

Reply:
Mr President,

(@) The breakdown on the number of students admitted to various
Departments in the Faculty of Engineering including the Department of
Computer Studies in each of the seven tertiary institutions funded by the
University Grants Committee (UGC) in the 1995-96 academic year is at
Annex A.

The number of students among those in Annex A who already possess a
Higher Diploma or Certificate in Engineering and also those who are
admitted directly to study in the second year of their programmes are at
Annex B.
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Penalty for certain sexual offences under review
* % ok k %

Following is a question by the Hon Fred Li Wah-ming and a written reply by
the Secretary for Security, Mr Peter Lai, in the Legislative Council today
(Wednesday):

Question:

Under the existing legislation, the maximum penalty for rape is imprisonment
for life, whereas the maximum penalty for incest is imprisonment for seven years with
the exception of those cases where the victims are under the age of 13 years. In view
of this, will the Government inform this Council :

()

of the number of incest cases in each of the past three years;

the reasons for such a disparity between the maximum penalty imposed
for rape and that imposed for incest, having regard to the enormous
trauma suffered by the incest victim; and

whether it will review the penalties for rape and incest?

The number of incest cases reported to the Police in the past three years
is set out below :

Year Number of incest cases

1993 1
1994 7
1995 6

The maximum penalty of life imprisonment which applies to rape cases
also applies to those cases where the defendant and the victim have an
incestuous relation, provided that:

i) the victim does not consent to the intercourse; and

i) the defendant either knows that the victim does not consent, or he
is reckless as to whether she consents to it.
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Also, a defendant may be subject to the maximum penalty of life
imprisonment in case the incest victim is below the age of 13. As
regards the maximum penalty for incest of seven years, this only applies
to cases involving victims aged 13 or above.

We believe the maximum penalty of life imprisonment for rape is
appropriate. We are reviewing the maximum penalties for certain sexual
offences including incest.

HK/Singapore civil servants exchange programme proposal
® % ok % %

Following is a question by Dr the Hon David Li Kwok-po and a written reply
by the Secretary for Civil Service, Mr W K Lam, in the Legislative Council today
(Wednesday):

Question:

In view of the report that the Governments of Hong Kong and Singapore are
exploring an exchange programme for civil servants of the two Governments, will the
Government inform this Council :

(a)  of the objective of this exchange programme;
(b)  of the expected commencement date of the programme and its duration;

(c)  of the criteria to be adopted in selecting civil servants to participate in
the exchange programme; and

(d) whether the Hong Kong Government will consider expanding the
exchange programme to include other countries?

Answer:
Mr President,

The Hong Kong and Singapore civil services have had initial discussions on a
proposal for an exchange programme for civil servants. The objective of the
programme is to enrich and broaden the exposure of the personnel employed in the
respective civil service, and to enable cross fertilisation of experience and expertise.
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We are continuing discussion with the Singapore civil service on the details and
the logistics of the exchange programme, including the commencement date, duration
and criteria in selecting personnel. We hope that in a few months' time, we would be
able to send the first civil servant from Hong Kong to the Singapore civil service.

The Hong Kong civil service have broadly similar exchange programmes with
the civil service in Australia and Canada. These programmes bear the same objective
as the one being proposed between Hong Kong and Singapore. We may consider
exploring similar programmes with other civil services should we see merit in so

doing.

End

Protection of Wages on Insolvency Fund payment applications
* % %k %k %

Following is a question by the Hon Leung Yiu-chung and a written reply by the
Secretary for Education and Manpower, Mr Joseph Wong, in the Legislative Council
today (Wednesday):

Question:

Will the Government inform this Council :

(a) of the total number of applications for ex-gratia payment from the
Protection of Wages on Insolvency Fund(the Fund) in 1995/96, together
with a breakdown of the applicants by trade; and

how the Labour Department determines the target set out in its
performance pledge of completing the processing of an application for
ex-gratia payment within four to ten weeks; and whether, in setting such
a target, consideration has been given to the actual financial situation of
the applicants?

Reply:
Mr President,
(a) In 1995/96, there were 6,730 applications for ex-gratia payments from

the Protection of Wages on Insolvency Fund. A breakdown of these
applications by economic sector is as follows:




. : Mo of anlicl

Manufacturing 2728
Construction 183
Wholesale/Retail, 2806
Import and Export/

Restaurants & Hotels

Financial & Business Services 213
Personal Services 552
Others 248

Total 6730

The Performance Pledge of the Labour Department in respect of
Protection of Wages on Insolvency Fund is to complete the processing
of applications and the issue of ex-gratia payments to applicants within
four to ten weeks after the filing of winding-up or bankruptcy petition
against an employer or after the Legal Aid Department has
recommended payment without a petition.

In processing the applications, the Wage Security Unit of the Labour
Department has to collect wage and employment records from the applicants and their
employers, interview the parties concerned and verify the applicants' claims before
payments can be made. The time taken in completing these steps varies from case to
case. In setting the Performance Pledge, the Labour Department has taken into
consideration the actual operational experience and the need to provide prompt relief
to applicants. In the past two years, the Labour Department has streamlined the
procedures and deployed more manpower for handling the applications. As a result,
the average time required for payment to be made from the Fund dropped from 6
months from the date of petition against the employer for 1993/94 to 2.1 months for
1994/95. At present, an applicant will normally receive payment from the Fund within
one month. This is a significant improvement.

The Labour Department has also set up a telephone Hotline since February
1996 to provide assistance to hardship cases. So far, 30 applications have been
received through the Hotline and 20 applicants have been granted advance payment
from the Fund.

End






