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EIA study for proposed rural drainage scheme completed
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The Drainage Services Department has completed an environmental impact
assessment (EIA) study for the proposed Rural Drainage Rehabilitation Scheme
(RDRS) in northern New Territories.

The study assessed the impacts on water quality, ecology, visual and landscape
features, noise and air quality, and waste management from the construction and
operation of the proposed scheme.

"Mitigation measures have been proposed to minimise the environmental
impacts, and it is anticipated that these will be incorporated into the detailed design for
the RDRS," a spokesman for the department said today (Saturday).

"The study also recommended that the application and success of the
recommended mitigation measures be checked through an environmental monitoring
and audit programme.

"This will be defined and reported during the detailed design phase of the
RDRS."

Copies of the EIA Final Assessment Report and its executive summary can be
inspected and collected on a first-come-first-served basis at the office of the Drainage
Services Department, Room 4213, Revenue Tower, 5 Gloucester Road, Wan Chai,
Hong Kong.

The need for the RDRS and other drainage improvement schemes was
identified in the Territorial Land Drainage and Flood Control Strategy Study - Phase
1, the spokesman said.

"The study has proposed improvements to the existing natural stream-courses
in northern New Territories in order to minimise flooding, restore flow capacities and
facilitate maintenance," he said.

The scheme will cover nine streams in north-west and north-east New
Territories.




"These streams lie in a landscape comprising primarily flat agricultural land
interspersed with small towns and rural villages, the largest of which is Yuen Long.

"Drainage improvement will be achieved by engineering works to widen,
straighten and/or deepen natural river beds, constructing structures such as silt traps
and weirs within the new channels, then lining the channels with materials including
concrete and natural linings," the spokesman said.

Law on contracts for overseas employment must be observed
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The Labour Department reminds the public that every contract for employment
outside Hong Kong must be signed by the employer or his representative and the
employee before the employee leaves Hong Kong.

The contract must contain all particulars required by the Contracts for
Employment Outside Hong Kong Ordinance to define the rights and obligations of
both parties and be presented to the Commissioner for Labour for attestation before
the employee's departure.

Labour Officer (External Employment Service), Miss Corrina Cheng, said
today (Saturday) that the ordinance applied to all contracts entered into in Hong Kong
by manual employees and those non-manual employees with monthly wages not
exceeding $20,000 who were employed to work outside Hong Kong by employers
who were not in Hong Kong and were not running a business locally.

"An employer or his agent will commit an offence if he fails to enter into a
written contract or present the written contract for attestation by the commissioner
before the employee leaves Hong Kong.

"Moreover, a person will commit an offence if he induces an employee to enter
into a contract which does not comply with the Ordinance or leave Hong Kong to take
up employment before the contract is attested," Miss Cheng said.

The maximum fine for each offence is $50,000.

Enquiries on overseas employment may be made to the department's External

Employment Service on 2852 3511 or 2852 3540.

End




Education bus launched to promote oral health
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A cheerfully-designed education bus will visit every corner of Hong Kong to
promote through lively activities the importance of oral health.

The Oral Health Education Bus introduced by the Department of Health's Oral
Health Education Unit is well- equipped with advanced audio-visual facilities to make
learning more fun and interesting.

It includes touch screen interactive multi-media computers which feature a
variety of oral health materials in the format of computer games, video clips and self-
learning tutorials.

Speaking at the launching ceremony of the Oral Health Education Bus today
(Saturday), the Director of Health, Dr Margaret Chan, said the introduction of the
mobile oral health education service was a major step towards improving the oral
health status in Hong Kong.

"The Department of Health had always attached great importance to the
promotion of oral health," Dr Chan said.

"To reach out to a wider segment of the community, the idea of setting up a
mobile education centre for oral health education had been actively explored since
1993.

" am glad that with the support of the Sir Murray MacLehose Trust Fund and
the technical assistance of the Electrical and Mechanical Services Department, this
oral health education bus came into being this year."

Dr Chan said the new service had been put on trial since June this year and
received overwhelming response from the public with more than 5,800 people having
visited the bus.

She hoped that the new service would raise the oral health awareness in the

community and help people establish good oral care habits.

End
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Hong Kong Monetary Authority money market operations
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Cumulative
Time change

$million  (hours) ($million)

Opening balance in the account 2,396 0930 +400

Closing balance in the account 2,446 1000 +400

Change attributable to: 1100 +400
Money market activity +400 1130 +400
LAF today - 350

LAF rate 4.00% bid/6.00% offer TWI 124.3 *+0.0* 16.11.96

Closed November 16, 1996
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Digitisation of land boundary records completed
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The Survey and Mapping Office of the Lands Department has successfully
completed the digitisation of all land boundary records in Hong Kong into the Land
Information System.

Announcing this today (Sunday), a spokesman for the department said land
boundary records were essential reference for land developers, construction firms,
engineering consultants, public utility companies and other government departments in
planning, land administration and engineering development.

"The availability of such records in digital format will enable them to identify
the boundary of a certain land lot and its relevant information in a much quicker and
easier way.

"The land boundary digital data is also available in a number of popular
graphical formats so that users can make use of the data under different computer
environments," the spokesman said.

The land boundary digital data is available to the public at $1,120 per standard
sheet (an area of 750 metres x 600 metres) plus media (tape or diskette) costs at the

department's Land Information Centre, 15th floor, Murray Building, Central, Hong
Kong.

It is also available on paper or transparency in four formats at a scale of 1:1,000
as follows:

(1)  whole standard sheet (area 750 m x 600 m)

- on paper $1,134
. on transparency $1,240

half standard sheet (area 375 m x 600 m)

" on paper $567
. on transparency $620

A3 size paper (area 275 m x 270 m) $192

A4 size paper (area 170 m x 195 m) $96
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The spokesman added that digital maps at a scale of 1:1,000 specification had
been available on sale at the [ .and Information Centre since 1995.

"The Survey and Mapping Office is currently compiling digital maps at scale of
1:5.000 and 1:20,000 which are scheduled to be ready by July 1997 and March 1997

respectively," he said.

Enquiries on the digital land boundary data or other digital map products of the
office can be made to Mr Ho Wing-kun on 2848 6136.

End






