DAILY INFORMATION BULLETIN

ISSUED BY GOVERNMENT INFORMATION SERVICES
BEACONSFIELD HOUSE, HONG KONG. TEL.: 842 8777

MONDAY, MAY 13, 1951

CONTENTS
UNDERSTANDING RESPONSE FROM AUSTRALIAN MINISTERS ON VM PROBLEM
HONG KONG GOVERNMENT EXCHANGE FUND MONEY MARKET OPERATIONS
OPTIONS FOR LIVESTOCK INDUSTRY DISCUSSED

10 QUESTIONS, 13 BILLS ON LEGCO AGENDA




MONDAY, MAY 13, 1991

UNDERSTANDING RESPONSE FROM AUSTRALIAN MINISTERS ON VM PROBLEM
¥ 5 8y

THE GOVERNOR, SIR DAVID WILSON, INDICATED TODAY (MONDAY) THE
AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT WAS WILLING TO ASSIST HONGC KONG IN HELPING TO
DEAL WITH THE FPROBLEM OF VIETNAMESE MIGRANTS AT AN INTERNATIONAL
LEVEL.

HE WAS SPEAKING AFTER A SERIES OF MEETINGS IN CANBERRA TODAY
WITH SENIOR GOVERNMENT MINISTERS, INCLUDING THE FOREIGN MINISTER, MR
GARETH EVANS, AND THE IMMIGRATION MINISTER, MR GERRY HAND, WITH WHOM
HE RAISED THE PROBLEM OF VIETNAMESE MIGRANTS.

SIR DAVID SAID HE RECEIVED AN UNDERSTANDING RESPONSE FROM BOTH

* MINISTERS.

"I THINK THEY ARE VERY ANXIOUS TO DO ANYTHING THEY CAN TO HELP
US IN THE CONTEXT OF INTERNATIONAL MEETINGS TO TRY TO FIND SOLUTIONS
TO THIS SORT OF PROBLEM," HE SAID.

EARLIER IN THE DAY, THE GOVERNOR SAID THERE WAS A GREAT FUTURE
FOR AUSTRALIA HAVING AN ECONOMIC INVOLVEMENT IN HONG KONG.

INTERVIEWED ON NATIONAL RADIO, SIR DAVID SAID HE BELIEVED HONG
KONG HAD A MAJOR CONTINUING ROLE TO PLAY FOR AUSTRALIAN BUSINESS, AND
WITH OTHER COUNTRIES, IN TRADING THROUGH THE TERRITORY INTO CHINA.

"THE MORE THERE 1S FOREIGN ECONOMIC INVOLVEMENT IN HONG KONG,
THE BETTER IT IS FOR THE CHANCES OF THE ARRANGEMENTS FOR HONG KONG'S
FUTURE WORKING OUT WELL IN PRACTICE," HE SAID.

ASKED ABOUT THE AIRPORT, THE GOVERNOR SAID HE COULD NOT
PREDICT THE OUTCOME OF THE TALKS WHICH WERE DUE TO RESUME ON SATURDAY.
HOWEVER, HE SAID: "IT'S SOMETHING WE WANT ON OUR SIDE TO PUSH AHEAD
WITH AS SOON AS WE POSSIBLY CAN."

ALTHOUGH IT WAS A WORRY TO PEOPLE IN HONG KONG HE DID NOT
THINK IT WAS SOMETHING WHICH UNDERMINED CONFIDENCE IN THE TERRITORY,
SIR DAVID ADDED.

SIR DAVID ALSO HAD WIDE RANGING DISCUSSIONS LASTING FOR MORE
THAN AN HOUR WITH THE JOINT PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN
AFFAIRS, DEFENCE AND TRADE.

THE SUBJECTS COVERED HONG KONG'S ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE FUTURE,
RELATIONS WITH CHINA, THE EXTENT OF AUSTRALIAN ECONOMIC INTEREST AND
INVOLVEMENT IN HONG KONG, AND THE PRESENT SITUATION IN THE TERRITORY.

SIR DAVID DESCRIBED THE TALKS AS VERY USEFUL.
HE ALSO HAD MEETINGS WITH THE FEDERAL MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT
AND COMMUNICATIONS, MR KIM BEAZLEY, THE MINISTER FOR TRADE AND

OVERSEAS DEVELOPMENT, DR NEAL BLEWETT, AND THE LEADER OF ‘THE FEDERAL
OPPOSITION, DR JOHN HEWSON.

JSIR DAVID ..iuaas
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SIR DAVID ALSO TOOK THE OPPORTUNITY TO SIT THROUGH PART OF
QUESTION TIME IN FEDERAL PARLIAMENT.

TOMORROW (TUESDAY), THE GOVERNOR WILL MEET THE PRIME MINISTER,
MR BOB HAWKE, BEFORE FLYING TO SYDNEY FOR A BUSINESS LUNCHEON
ORGANISED BY THE HONG KONG TRADE DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL.

DURING THE AFTERNOON HE WILL VISIT THE UNIVERSITY OF SYDNEY
AND MEET HONG KONG STUDENTS AND THEN GIVE A KEYNOTE ADDRESS TO THE
SYDNEY INSTITUTE.

e R

HONG KONG GOVERNMENT EXCHANGE FUND
MONEY MARKET OPERATIONS HKEF
¥ ¥ x % % 3%

DATE $ MILLION

P e A A

CLOSING BALANCE IN THE ACCOUNT ON o Bt | 480
EFFECT OF FORWARDS TO BE SETTLED ON J.5 .91 -80
EFFECT OF OPERATIONS THIS MORNING +80

EFFECT OF OPERATIONS THIS AFTERNOON NEUTRAL

TRADE WEIGHTED INDEX 112.5 *+40.1% 13,5.91

HONG KONG GOVERNMENT EXCHANGE FUND
91-DAY EXCHANGE FUND BILLS

[SSUE MATURING OUTSTANDING
NUMBER $ MILLION

+130
+121.56
+40
+50

00 =1 =1 =] =]

+79
-20
=130
+90
+36
-130
+0
+0

nnn

o ls2 e e Byl

/HONG KONG




3

HONG KONG GOVERNMENT

182-DAY EXCHANGE

ISSUE
NUMBER

MATURING

HOO02
HOO3
HOO4
HOO5
H101
H156
H157 {+8+91
H158 21.8.91
H159 4.9.91
H160 8.9.91
H161 210,981
H162 1710591
H163 30.10.91

5,91
91
.91
ki b
.3

12.
26 .
10.
24 .

HONG KONG GOVERNMENT

364-DAY EXCHANGE

ISSUE
NUMBER

MATURING

26.2.92
25.3.92
22.4.92

Y188
Y189

AVERAGE DAILY

TRANSFER FOR WEEK ENDING

MONDAY, MAY 13, 1991

EXCHANGE FUND
FUND BILLS

OUTSTANDING
$ MILLION

+50
+10
+30
+117
+110
+50.5
+110
+90
+110
+150
+186
+100

EXCHANGE FUND
FUND BILLS

OUTSTANDING
$ MILLION

230
180
190

+30
+80
+70

10.5.91 WAS 3,882 MN

RN [ el

OPTIONS FOR LIVESTOCK
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SHE ADDED THAT LIVESTOCK WASTES WERE HEAVILY POLLUTING WATER
COURSES AND CONTRIBUTING TO THE POLLUTION OF COASTAL WATERS,
ESPECIALLY IN AREAS WITH POOR WATER CIRCULATION.

MRS CHAN POINTED OUT THAT HONG KONG HAD MADE CONSIDERABLE
PROGRESS IN THE SEARCH FOR BETTER LIVESTOCK REARING METHODS.

SHE SAID AS AN INITIAL STEP, DEMONSTRATION PROJECTS TO TEST
THE TECHNICAL AND ECONOMIC VIABILITY OF DIFFERENT LIVESTOCK REARING
METHODS HAD BEEN SET UP.

"THIS WAS NECESSARY BECAUSE WE FELT THAT ANY CHANGES TO THE
TRADITIONAL METHOD OF LIVESTOCK REARING HAD TO BE SHOWN TO BF
FEASIBLE BEFORE FARMERS WOULD ADOPT THEM," THE SECRETARY SAID.

THE DEMONSTRATION PROJECTS HAD NOW BEEN SUCCESSFULLY CONCLUDED,
AND THE GOVERNMENT WAS NOW CAREFULLY EVALUATING THE OPTIONS FOR THE
BEST WAY FORWARD, TAKING INTO ACCOUNT OUR POLICY OBJECTIVES AND THE
VIEWS OF THE FARMING AND SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITIES.

"1 THEREFORE FIND IT PARTICULARLY USEFUL THAT A SYMPOSIUM OF
THIS NATURE SHOULD BE HELD AT THE JUNCTURE AND I LOOK FORWARD TO
LEARN YOUR VIEWS ON OUR DEMONSTRATION PROJECT IN DUE COURSE."

SHE SAID PROGRESS TOWARDS A BETTER ENVIRONMENT WOULD REQUIRE n.
CO-OPERATIVE EFFORT AND THE BRINGING TOGETHER OF DIFFERENT SKILLS.

THIS SYMPOSIUM, SHE CONTINUED, WAS A GOOD EXAMPLE OF THE WAY
IN WHICH RESEARCHERS, ACADEMICS, FARMERS AND CIVIL SERVANTS COULD
POOL, THEIR EFFORTS TO APPLY MODERN TECHNOLOGY IN THE MOST PRACTICAL
WAY TO ACHIEVE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENT AND BUSINESS EFFICIENCY.

MRS CHAN SAID SHE WAS PLEASED TO SEE THAT THE PROGRAMME FOR
THE NEXT FEW DAYS COVERED NOT ONLY THE TREATMENT, BUT ALSO THE
RECYCLING OF LIVESTOCK WASTES.

"MUCH SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH HAD ALREADY BEEN DEVOTED TO
RECYCLING AND SOME PROGRESS HAS BEEN ACHIEVED IN CONVERTING LIVESTOCK
WASTES INTO SOIL CONDITIONER.

"I HOPE THAT MORE PROGRESS CAN BE ACHIEVED IN THIS AREA
SHORTLY SO THAT THE FARMING COMMUNITY WILL HAVE AN ADDITIONAL
INCENTIVE TO ADOPT MORE ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY DISPOSAL TECHNIQUES;"
SHE CONFIDED.

ALSO OFFICIATING AT THE OPENING CEREMONY WAS THE FOUNDER OF
THE KADOORIE AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH CENTRE, SIR HORACE KADOORIE.

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE SYMPOSIUM'S ORGANISERS, INCLUDING THE
DIRECTOR OF AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES, DR LAWRENCE LEE; THE DIRECTOR
OF HKU'S KADOORIE AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH CENTRE, PROFESSOR DANIEL CHAN;
AND THE CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT FEDERATION OF THE HONG KONG
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION AND MARKETING SOCIETIES (JFHKAPMS), MR CHAN
KWOK-WAI WERE ALSO PRESENT AT THE CEREMONY.

/AS HEAD .




MONDAY, M

AS HEAD OF THE DEPARTMENT RESPONSIBLE FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF
AGRICULTURE IN HONG KONG, DR LEE SAID HE WAS PARTICULARLY CONCERNED
ON HOW TO FOSTER THE DEVELOPMENT OF FARMING IN AN ENVIRONMENTALLY
ACCEPTABLE MANNER.

HE POINTED ©OUT THAT TO HELP FARMERS COMPLY W1TH THE
GOVERNMENT'’S LIVESTOCK WASTE CONTROL SCHEME, THE DEPARTMENT HAD
INITIATED SINCE 1987 ADAPTIVE STUDIES ON AN EFFLUENT-FREE PIG RAISING
METHOD -- THE PIG-ON-LITTER (POL) SYSTEM.

UNDER THIS SYSTEM, PIG WASTES WERE DECOMPOSED IN-SITU INTO
S1MPLE COMPOUNDS BY MEANS OF SAWDUST MIXED WITH A SPEC1AL BACTERIAL
PRODUCT AND THE SPENT SAWDUST COULD BE RECYCLED AS A SOIL CONDITIONER
WITH GOOD NUTRITIONAL VALUE FOR HORTICULTURAL AND LANDSCAPING
PURPOSES .

"TRIALS ON THIS SYSTEM HAVE SO FAR BEEN SUCCESSFUL NOT ONLY 1IN
THE GOVERNMENT EXPERIMENTAL CENTRES BUT ALSO 1IN SEVERAL PRIVATE
FARMS," DR LEE SAID.

APART FROM THIS TECHNICAL [INPUT, THE DEPARTMENT WAS ALSO
PROVIDING LOANS TO FARMERS WHO REQUIRED CAPITAL FOR INSTALLING THE
NECESSARY ON-FARM WASTE TREATMENT FACILITIES.

DR LEE ADDED: "BY BRINGING ACADEMICS AND FARMERS TOGETHER, THE
SYMPOSTUM WILL CERTAINLY LEAD TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF MORE PRACTICAL
WASTE TREATMENT AND RECYCLING METHODS."

THI1S, IN TURN, WOULD HELP INTEGRATE THE DEVELOPMENT OF
LIVESTOCK AND CROP FARMING AND AT THE SAME TIME PROTECT THE
FNVIRONMENT FOR OUR FUTURE GENERATIONS, HE SAID.

ANOTHER GUEST, MR CHAN KWOK-WAI, ALSO SAID LIKE ANY OTHER
SECTORS OF THE PUBLIC, LIVESTOCK FARMERS FULLY RECOGNISED THE
[MPORTANCE OF PROTECTING THE ENVIRONMENT AND WERE WILLING TO DO WHAT
THEY POSSIBLY COULD IN ORDER TO COMPLY WITH THE LIVESTOCK WASTE
CONTROL.

THE FIVE-DAY SYMPOSIUM WILLL END ON FRIDAY. ET INCLUDED A
SCTENTIFIC SYMPOSIUM, AN EXHIBITION, TRAINING COURSES FOR FARMERS AND
A FIELD EXCURSION FOR PARTICIPANTS TO SEE LOCAL AGRICULTURAL
ACTIVITIES.
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10 QUESTIONS, 13 BILLS ON LEGCO AGENDA
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MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL WILL ASK A TOTAL OF 10
QUESTIONS AND CONSIDER 13 BILLS AT THE COUNCIL'S MEETING ON WEDNESDAY
(MAY 156). :

OF THE 13 BILLS, SEVEN WILL BE INTRODUCED FOR FIRST AND SECOND
READINGS. DEBATES ON THEM WILL BE ADJOURNED.

THEY ARE THE LOANS (AMENDMENT ) BILL 1991, INLAND REVENUE
{ AMENDMENT) (NO. 4) BLLL 1991, STAMP DUTY (AMENDMENT ) { NO, 2y BILL
1991, ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE (FELONTES AND MISDEMEANOURS) BILL
1991, WASTE DISPOSAL (AMENDMENT ) BILL 1991, EDUCATION (AMENDMENT )
BILL 1991 AND PENSIONS (SPECIAL PROVISIONS) (VOCATIONAL TRAINING
COUNCII) BILL 1991.

DEBATES ON THE OTHER SIX BILLS WILL BE RESUMED AND EACH IS' DUE
TO GO THROUGH THE COMMITTEE STAGE AND BE GIVEN A THIRD READING.

THE SIX BILLS ARE THE MOTOR VEHICLES (FIRST REGISTRATION TAX)
(AMENDMENT) BILL 1991, FEES INCREASE (1991 BUDGET) BILL 1991, BANKING
(AMENDMENT) BILL 1991, INLAND REVENUE (AMENDMENT) (NO. 3) BI1LIL 1991,
STAMP DUTY (AMENDMENT) BILL 1991 AND CRIMINAL PROCEDURE { AMENDMENT )
BILL 1990.

IN ADDITION, THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY WILL MOVE A TOTAL OF SIX
MOTIONS - TWO UNDER THE DUTIABLE COMMODITIES ORDINANCE, AND THE OTHER
FOUR UNDER THE  PENSLONS (INCREASE) ORDINANCE, WIDOWS AND ORPHANS
PENSION (INCREASE) ORDINANCE, AlR PASSENGER DEPARTURE TAX ORDINANCE
AND RATING ORDINANCE, :

THE HON NELLIE FONG WLLL .. MOVE A MOTILON UNDER THE
INTERPRETATION AND GENERAL CLAUSES ORDINANCE. THE MOTION READS:

"THAT IN RELATION TO THE BUILDINGS (ADMINISTRATION) (AMENDMENT)
REGULATIONS 1991, PUBLISHED AS LEGAL NOTICE NO. 120 OF 1891
AND LAID ON THE TABLE OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL ON 17 APRIL
1991, THE PERIOD REFERRED TO IN SECTION 34(2) OF  THE
INTERPRETATION AND GENERAlL, CLAUSES ORDINANCE FOR AMENDING
SUBSIDIARY LEGISLATION BE EXTENDED UNDER SECTION 34(4) OF THAT
ORDINANCE UNTIL 5 JUNE 1991".

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ARE WELCOME TO OBSERVE THE PROCEEDINGS
OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL SITTING AND THEY MAY MAKE RESERVATIONS FOR
SEATS IN THE PUBLIC GALLERIES BY TELEPHONING 844 0899.






